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Tuefday,  yanuary  24,   1786. 

THIS  being  the  day  to  which  the  Parliament  flood  pro- 
rogued by  Royal  Proclamation,  at  three  o'clock  his  Ma- 
jefty  went  down  to  the  Houfe  of  Peers,  and  having  fent  Sir 
Francis  Molyneux,  the  Gentleman  Ufber  of  the  Black  Rod,  to 
the  Houfe  of  Commons,  to  defire  the  attendance  of  the  Speaker, 
and  the  Members,  in  the  Houfe  of  Peers  ;  they  went  thither 
accordingly,  when  his  Majefty  being  feated  on  the  Throne  in 
his  Royal  Robes,  was  pleafed  to  make  the  following  moft  gra- 
cious Speech  to  both  Houfes : 

*'  My  Lords  and  Gentlemen^ 

*'  Since  I  laft  met  you  in  Parliament,  the  difputes  which  ap- 
peared to  threaten  an  interruption  to  the  tranquillity  of  Europe, 
iiave  been  brought  to  an  amicable  conclufion  ;  and  I  continue 
to  receive  from  foreign  powers  the  ftrcngeft  affurances  of  their 
friendly  difpofition  towards  this  country. 
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"  At  home,  my  fubjecTls  experience  the  growing  bkffings  of 
peace  in  the  extenfion  of  trade,  the  improvement  of  the  re- 
venue, and  the  increafe  of  the  public  credit  of  the  nation. 

*'  For  the  farther  advancement  of  thofe  important  objedls,  I 
rely  on  the  continuance  of  that  zeal  and  induflry  which  you 
manifefl-ed  in  the  lafl:  Seffion  of  Parliament. 

"  The  Refolutions  which  you  laid  before  me,  as  the.  bafis  of 
an  adjuflment  of  the  commercial  intercourfe  between  Great- 
Britain  and  Ireland,  have  been  by  my  direftions  communicated 
to  the  Parliament  of  that  kingdom ;  but  no  efFedlual  flep  has 
hitherto  been  taken  thereupon,  which  can  enable  you  to  make 
any  further  progrefs  in  this  falutary  work. 

"  Gentkf/ien  of  the  Hoiife.  of  Co7nmons, 
"  I  have  ordered  the  eftimates  for  the  prefent  year  to  be  laid 
before  you  :  it  is  my  earnefl  wifti  to  enforce  oeconomy  in  every 
department ;  and  you  will,  I  am  perfuaded,  be  equally  ready  to 
make  fuch  provifion  as  may  be  necelTary  for  the  public  fervice, 
and  particularly  for  maintaining  our  naval  ftrength  on  the  moft 
fecure  and  refpetSiable  footing. — Above  all,  let  me  recommend 
to  you  the  eftablifhment  of  a  fixed  plan  for  the  redudlion  of  the 
national  debt.  The  flourifhing  ftate  of  the  revenue  will,  I  trufl-, 
enable  you  to  efFeft  this  important  meafure  with  little  addition 
to  the  public  burdens. 

"  My  Lords  and  Gentlemen, 
"The  vigour  and  refources  of  the  country,  fo  fully  mani- 
fefted  in  its  prefent  fituation,  will  encourage  you  in  continuing 
to  give  your  utmoft  attention  to  every  obje6l  of  national  con- 
cern ;  particularly  to  the  confideration  of  fuch  meafures  as  may 
be  necelTary  in  order  to  give  farther  fecurity  to  the  revenue, 
and  to  promote  and  extend  as  far  as  poffible,  the  trade  and  ge- 
neral induftry  of  my  fubjecls." 

The  Speaker  and  Members  having  returned,  and  the  Houfe 
having  <x)rmed  itfelf,  after  ftating  the  names  of  the  places  for  the 
cledlion  of  Reprefentatives  of  which  he  had  iflued  writs  in  the 
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room  of  Members,  who  had  either  become  Peers  by  inheritance, 
or  were  deceafed,  fvvearing  in  of  two  new  Members,  and  going 
through  one  ftage  of  the  progrefs  of  paffing  a  Bill,  the  cufto- 
mary  form  of  coTnmencing  the  bufincfs  of  the  feffion,  the  Speaker 
read  the  Speech  diftindlly  to  the  Houfe. 

Mr.  John  S?nyth  (Member  for  Pontefrad)  rofe  to  move  an  Mrj. Smyth 
Addrefsof  Thanks  to  his  Majefty,  in  return  for  his  mod  gra- 
cious Speech ;  a  Speech  fo  unobjedlionable  in  all  its  parts,  that 
he  did  not  conceive  there  needed  any  argument  that  he  could 
urge,  to  induce  the  Houfe  to  vote  an  Addrefs  unanimoully  in 
return.  He  fliould  therefore  content  himfelf  with  letting  the 
Addrefs,  he  fliould  have  the  honour  to  move,  reft  on  its  own 
merits,  were  it  not  due  to  the  Houfe,  that  he  fhould  fay  a  vi'ord 
or  two,  in  order  to  {hew  what  the  reafons  were  th^t  prompted 
him  to  move  an  Addrefs.  Mr.  Smyth  then  entered  into  a  {hort 
but  well-worded  commentary  on  the  feveral  component  para- 
graphs'of  the  Speech,  by  way  of  enforcing  the  comfortable  and 
fatisfa6lory  impreflion  they  muiir  necefTarily  make  on  the  minds 
of  Englifhmen,  and  on  the  feelings  of  every  individual  who  had 
the  happinefs,  the  honour,  the  profperity,  and  the  glory  of  the 
Britifh  empire  at  heart.  He  congratulated  the  Houfe  on  the 
afTurances  the  Speech  gave  of  the  tranquillity  of  Europe,  and  of 
the  friendly  difpofition  of  foreign  Powers  towards  this  country  ; 
deducing  from  them  grounds  promiiTory  of  greater  advantages 
among  the  growing  bleffings  of  peace,  than  thofe  already  en- 
joyed in  the  happy  circumftances  of  the  extenfion  of  trade,  the 
improvement  of  the  revenue,  and  the  increafe  of  the  public 
credit  'of  the  nation.  With  regard  to  the  Irifli  Propofitions, 
he  faid,  unfortunate  as  their  event  had  hitherto  been,  it  muft 
afford  every  Member  of  that  Houfe  the  mod  heart-felt  fatisfac- 
tion  to  recollect,  that  they  had  done  every  thing  on  their  part, 
to  prove  their  liberal  fentiments  tov/ards  Ireland,  and  their  fm- 
cere  wiflies  to  admit  her  into  a  free  participation  of  the  com- 
jnercial  advantages  of  Great-Britain,  without  the  fmalleft  de- 
fire  to  violate  or  infringe  the  legillative  rights  0^  iih?  formcf 
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rights,  which  they  all  prized  as  dearly  as  their  own.  He  ex- 
prelTed  his  complete  happincfs  on  hearing  that  part  of  the 
Speech,  which  recommended  to  them  the  maintaining  our  na- 
val ftrength  on  the  moil  lecure  and  permanent  footing  ;  obrerv- 
ing,  that  it  was  the  objeiSl  of  all  others  deareft  to  that  Houfe, 
becaufe  it  was  the  beft  fecurity  for  the  prefervation  of  the  em- 
pire, and  all  its  interefts,  from  the  attacks  of  foreign  enemies. 
He  commended  the  idea  of  a  fixed  plan  for  the  reduction  of  the 
national  debt,  as  an  idea  fit  for  immediate  adoption  ;  and  fpoke 
of  the  Minifler  in  terms  of  wirm  panegyric,  abftradled  from 
the  motives  of  private  friendfliip,  for  having  had  the  boldnefs  to 
propofe  and  carry  into  execution  meafures  for  the  fecurity  of  the 
revenue,  when  that  revenue  was  fuftering  the  moft  violent  de- 
predation and  depreflion,  in  confequence  of  illicit  pradlices  car- 
ried on  in  a  manner  fo  fyftematic,  that  it  feemed  almoft  im- 
practicable  for  the  wifeft  policy,  or  the  firm.eft  execution,  to 
check  their  career,  much  lefs  radically  to  remove  their  exig- 
ence. In  touching  upon  the  profpecl  of  profperity  that  was 
opening  to  the  country,  he  fiiid  it  was  not  more  than  juftice  to 
afcribe  it  in  a  great  meafure  to  the  activity  of  his  Majefty's 
Minifters  ;  to  their  courage  in  undertaking  to  make  the  revenue 
not  only  equal  to  all  the  demands  upon  it,  but  even  produftive 
of  -3.  furplus,  for  the  gradual  extindion  of  the  national  debt, 
without  which  it  were  vain  for  Great-Britain  to  hope  that  fhe 
fhould  be  ever  able  to  make  the  fame  figure  in  Europe,  as  when 
fhe  was  the  arbiter  of  peace  and  war.  With  fuch  happy 
profpedls  before  his  eyes,  he  thought  it  his  duty  to  call  upon  the 
Houfe  to  exprefs  their  hearty  thanks  for  a  Speech  that  promifed 
fo  much  happinefs  to  the  country;  and  to  that  end  he  moved 
a:i  Adilrcfs  to  his  Majeily  as  follows  : 

"  Refolved, 
"  That  an  humble  Addrcfs  be  prefented   to  his  Majeily,  to 
return  his  Majefty  our  moH  humble  thanks  fpr  his  gracious 
S[:eech  from  the  Throne. 
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"  To  exprefs  our  fatisfiiclion,  that  the  difputcs  which  ap- 
peared to  threaten  a:i  interruption  to  the  tranquillit)'  of  Europe, 
have  been  brought  to  an  amicable  conclufion  j  and,  that  his 
Majefty  continues  to  receive  from  Foreign  Powers,  the 
ftrongeft  allurances  of  their  friendly  difpofition  towards  this 
country. 

"  To  afTure  his  Majefty,  that  we  are  deeply  fenfible  of  the 
blcHlngs  which  we  experience  from   the  enjoyment  of  peace, 
in  the   extenfion  of  trade,  the  improvement   of  the   revenue, 
and  the  increafe  of  the  public  credit  of  the   nation  ;  and   that 
his  Majefty  may  rely  on  the  utmoft  exertions  of  our  zeal  and 
induftry  for  the  further  advancement  of  thefe  important  objects. 
*'  That  in  order  to  promote,  as  far  as  in  us  lay,  the  com- 
mon intercfts  of  all  his  Majcfly's  fubjecls,  we  humbly  laid  be- 
fore his  Majefty,  in  the  laft  SeiTion  of  Parliament,  feveral  Re- 
folutions,  as  the  bafis  of  an  adjuftment  of  the  commercial  iii - 
tercourfe  between  Great-Britain  and  Ireland  ;  but  that,  as   no 
efFecSlual  ftep  has  been  hitherto  taken  thereupon  by  the  Parlia- 
ment of  that  kingdom,    we  do   not  find  ourfelvcs  at   prcfcnt 
enabled  to  make  any  further  progrcfs  in  that  falutary  work. 

"  To  exprefs  our  gratitude  for  his  Majefty's  gracious  aflli- 
rances  pf  his  earncft  v/Ifh  to  enforce  ceconomy  in  every  de- 
partment ;  and  our  readinefs,  at  all  times,  to  make  fuch  pro- 
vifion  as  may  be  ncccfLirV  for  every  branch  of  the  public  fer- 
vice,  particularly  for  maintaining  the  naval  ftrength  of  thcib 
kingdoms  on  the  moft  fecure  and  refpeftable  footing.  That, 
as  we  are  fully  impreiVed  with  the  neceffity  of  eftabliftiing  a 
fixed  plan  for  the  reduction  of  the  national  debt,  we  fliali 
lofe  no  time  in  entering  on  that  important  confideration  ;  and 
that  it  will  afford  us  the  moft  folid  fatisfaclion  to  find,  that  this 
moft  defirable  objeifl  may  be  attained  with  little  addition  to  the 
public  burthens. 

"  That  the  vigour  and  rcfources  fo  happily  manifefted  in  our 
prefent  fituation,  muft  give  encouragement  and  confidence  to 
all  his  Majefty's  fubjeds,  and  cannot  fail  to  animate  our  ex- 
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ertlons  in  endeavouring,  by  a  continued  attention  to  the  fccii- 
rity  of  tile  revenue,  and  the  extenfion  of  trade,  to  confirm  and  ■ 
improve  the  increafmg  profperity  of  the  empire." 
Ur.  Ad-  ^'^r.  Aldington  rofe  to  facond  the  Motion.     He  did  it,  he 

dington.       f^ij^  ^^,j^j-j  ^  degree  of  confidence  by  no  means  derived  from  any 
perfonal  confideration,  but  from  that  of  the  circumflances  un- 
der which  he  had  the   honour  of  addrefiing  the   Houfe  :    for 
never  was  there  a  period  when  a  King  might  with  more  cer- 
tainty rely  on   the  confidence  and  Co-operation  of  his  Parlia- 
ment, than  when  he  announces  nothing  but  peace  with  its  at- 
tendant bleflings,  and  afks  for  little  more  than  regulation  and 
ceconomy.     He  mentioned  the  progrefs  that  was  already  made 
in  ftrengthening  and  fecuring  the  fabric,  which  fo  lately  tot- 
■     tered  to  its  foundation.     A  fpirit  of  ceconomy  pervaded,  he 
faid,  every  department  of  Government;  the  frauds  and  abufes 
in  the  revenue  were  to  a  great  degree  corrected,  and  corre6led 
with  an  efFeft  that  had  invigorated  the  refources,  and  advanced 
•    the  deareft   interefts  of  the  country.     Thofe  refources  might, 
perhaps,  be  ftill  farther  augmented  by  a  wife  improvement  of 
'   the  opportunity  that  feemed  to  be  afforded  by  a  general  peace  : 
new  regulations   would    neceiTarily  offer  themfelves ;     and    if 
adopted,  the  powers  of  Europe,  he  was  pcrfuaded,  would  at 
length  be  taught,  that  national  wealth  and  happinefs  cannot  be 
more  effeclually  promoted  than  by  that  generous  Policy,  which 
overlooking  minute   interefts,  embraces  only  the  greater  ob- 
^e£ls  of  general  advantage  and  reciprocal  communication.    He 
then  adverted  to  our  fituation  with  refpe6l  to  Ireland  ;    and 
faid,  that  though  the  atten-.pt  to  unite  with  the  cement  of  mu- 
tur.l  intereft,  the  remnant  of  our  difniembered  Empire,  had  not 
yet  been  attended  with  a  fuccefs  proportioned   to  the  motive 
that   gave  rife  to  it ;  though  an  unfortunate  and  ill-founded 
jealoufy  had  withheld  from  Ireland  t'le  advantages  which  that 
fyilem  fomanifeftly  promifed,  yet  he  v/as  perfuaded,  that  a  very 
large  majority  of  the  Houfe,  looking  to  the  principle,  and  not 
to  the  event,  would  refleiTc  v/ith  pride  and  with  fatisfai5lion  on 
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their  own  condud  throughout  the  difcuffion  of  that  weighty 
concern.     They  would  rejoice,  he  faid,  to  think,  that  rcgard- 
lefs  of  fliort-ilghted  prejudice  and  partial  clamour,  they  were 
enabled  to  inveftigate  and  define  the   relative  interefts  of  the 
two  countries  ;  and  they  have  now  only  to  lament,  that  at  a 
moment  like  the  prefent,  a  moment  of  exultation  for  bleffings 
of  which  we  are  ailually  in  pofieflion,  and  of  well -grounded 
hope  for  a  large  augmentation  of  them,  a  full  participation  of 
thofe  bleffings,  as  far  as  trade  is  concerned,  is  not  yet  enjoyed 
by  our  Sifter  Kingdom.     Perhaps,  he  faid,  upon  a  difpaffionate 
reconfideration  of  that  fyftem,  it  might  appear  to  be  neither  an 
Lnfidious  attempt  to  cramp  the  freedom  of  trade  on  the  one 
hand,   or  on  the  other  to  infringe  on  legiflative  rights,  which 
we  hold  to   be   as  facred  as  our  own.     But  without  dwellino- 
longer  on  a  fubjecl:  fo  entirely  detached  from  the  immediate  ob- 
jects of  our  attention,  v/e  had  only,  he  £iid,  to  turn  our  eyes  to 
our  domefiic  fituation  :  that  prefented  a  fcene,  which  muft  re- 
joice the  heart,  and  animate  the  hopes  of  every  well-wJfher  to 
the  country.    The  perfon,  to  whom  under  Providence  we  were 
chiefly  indebted  for  this  happy  change,  muft  in  the  contempla- 
tion of  it  be  imprelTed  with  fenfations,   which  would  fupporf 
him  under  every  difficulty,  which  might  either  be  incidental  to 
office,  or  which  the  paffions  or  prejudices  of  mankind  might 
throw  in  his  way.     He  dwelt  a  little  on  this  topic  ;    and  in 
proof  of  the  profperous  fituation  of  the  country,  he  inftanced 
our  growing  revenue,  the  flourifliing  ftate  of  public  credit,  and 
our  trade,  which  he  faid  was  extenfive  beyond  the  example  of 
what  have  been  called   our  beft  times.     We  were  not  now 
called  upon  to  fupply  the  deficiency  of  taxes,  or  to  provide  for 
^  diminiftiing  revenue,  but  to  adopt  the  wifcft  method  for  the 
difpofalof  a  vaft  furplus,  the  redundance  of  that  revenue  j  and 
if  any  addition  to  our  prefent  burthens  ftiould  be   thought  ne- 
ceftary,  we  knew  that  the  addition  v/ould  be  made  for  the  fole 
purpofe  of  their  alleviation. — For  the  attainment  of  this  falu- 
tary  objeft,  there  would  be  no  doubt,  he  faid,  of  the  unanimous 
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co-operation  of  that  Houfe.  Thofe  who  condemned  the  late 
expenfive  and  calamitous  war,  would  zealoufly  take  a  part  in 
every  attempt  to  do  away  the  efFe6ls  of  it;  and  thofe,  who 
with  the  bell:  intentions  had  been  inftnnnental  in  laying  a  heavy 
load  on  their  Conftituents,  would  be  the  mofb  forward  in  the 
fupport  of  every  meafure,  which  might  tend  to  its  r.lleviation : 
the  com.munity  too  at  large  would  chearfully  fubmit  to  impofts, 
•which  without  materially  increafmg  their  burthens,  would  per- 
fect a  fyftera,  which  by  a  natural  and  vifible  operation  would 
reduce  the  Public  Debt,  and  reftore  to  its  value  the  real  pro- 
perty of  the  countrv.  He  faid  he  was  afhamed  to  dwell  fo 
long  on  a  fubject,  refpecSling  which  the  interefts  of  party  could 
not  obtrude  to  form  a  difference  of  opinion.  The  fpeeCh 
breathed  peace,  and  recommended  oeconomy ;  and  we  could 
not,  he  faid,  hefitate  a  moment  to  convey  to  the  Throne  af- 
furances,  warm  from  our  hearts,  of  our  thankfulnefs  for  his 
Majefly's  gracious  communications  ;  of  our  determination  to 
pay  the  utmoft  attention  to  every  obje6l  of  national  concern  j 
and  of  the  fatisfaiPtion  with  which  Vv'e  contemplate  the  refources 
and  growing  profperity  of  the  empire. 
The  Addrefs  being  read  by  the  Speaker, 
Ilarl Surrey,  E^fl  Surrey  rofe,  and  began  a  feries  of  objeiElions  to  the  praifes 
of  the  Minifter,  that  had  been  delivered  by  the  Honourable 
Gentlemen  who  had  moved  and  feconded  the  Addiefs.  He 
could  by  no  means  concur  in  the  opinion  of  the  Honoura- 
ble Gentleman  who  had  fpoken  firfl,  nor  in  that  of  the  Honour- 
able Gentleman  v;ho  had  fmce,  with  fo  much  eloquence,  dif- 
cuffed  the  few  topics  that  had  made  up  the  component  parts  of 
the  fpeech  ;  much  lefs  could  he  join  in  complimenting  the 
Right  Honourable  Gentleman  now  at  the  head  of  his  Majelty's 
Councils.  He  had  declared,  when  the  Adminiftration  of  Af- 
fairs firft  came  into  that  Right  Honourable  Gentleman's  hands, 
he  had  no  confidence  in  him  or  his  coadjutors  in  office ;  his 
opinion  had  not  been  in  the  leaft  altered  by  all  he  had  fesn 
fince  J  on  the  contrary  it  was  confirmed  and  eflablifhed.     So 
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far  from  thinking  him  deferving  of  his  confidence,  or  that  of 
the  Honourable  Gentlemen  with  whom  he  a6ted,  he  had  every 
reafon  to   think  the   confidence  of  thofe  Gentlemen,  who  had 
hitherto  fupported  the  Ivlinifter,  ought  now  to  be  diminifhed 
and   withdrawn.     As  his  reafon  for  entertaining  this  opinion, 
his  Lordfliip  faid,  thofe  meafures  which  the  Right  Honourable 
Gentleman  had  brought  forward,  and  which  had   fucceeded, 
were  bad  meafures  in  themfelves,  and  ought  never  to  have  been 
propofed  ;  while  fuch  of  his  meafures  as  were  good  and  deferving 
of  fuccefs,  had  uniformly  failed  ;  v/hich  was,  to  his  mind,  an  un- 
anfwerable  proof  of  his  being  an  incapable  Minifter,  and  un- 
worthy of  the  confidence  of  that  Houfe.     In  illuftration  of  this 
pofition.  Lord  Surrey  took  a  curfory  review  of  the  principal  fea- 
tures of  Mr.  Pitt's  adminiftration,  and  ftated  his  different  par- 
liamentary  proceedings.     The  Right  Hon.  Gentleman's  firfl: 
meafure,  he  obferved,  had  been  his  India  Bill,  which  inftead 
of  fecuring  peace  and  order  in  India,  had  produced  the  oppo- 
fite  effe6l,  and  had  excited  the  mod  violent  clamours  and  dif- 
contents.     The  fecond  meafure  of  the  Right  Hon.  Gentleman 
had,  he  faid,  been  as  wile  a  one   as  ever  was  brought  forward 
by  any  Minifter,  and  in  which  he  had  himfelf  joined,  and  endea- 
voured to  fupport  him  moft  heartily, — the  attempt  to  effecTt  a  Re- 
form in  the  Reprefentation  of  the  People.     The  Right.  Hon. 
Gentleman's  failure  in  that  mealure,  and  his  want  of  power  to 
carry  it,  convinced  him  that  he  was  unfit  for  his  fituation.  The 
other  meafures  of  the  Right  Hon.  Gentleman  had  been,  in  his 
opinion,  unwife  and  mifchievous  in  their  tendency,  as  well  the 
opprelFive  taxes  he  had  impofed,  as  the  Refolutions  for  the  ad- 
juitment  of  a  Commercial  Intercourfe  with  Ireland,  which  he 
had  brought  forward  in   fo  ftrange  a  manner,  and  which  had 
given  fo  much  clifguft  to  both  countries.     His  Lordfhip  faid, 
it  appeared  to  him  very  extraordinary,  that  an  allufion  to  thofe 
Refolutions  made  any  part  of  the  Addrefs  ;  what  neceffity  was 
there  for  mentioning  them  at  all,  after  his  Majefty  had  told 
them  from  the  Throne,  that  tpey  could  not  do  any  thing  re- 
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fpeifling  them  ?  It  feemed  by  no  means  proper  for  the  Houfe  to 
fay  any  thing  upon  the  fubjecl,  and  therefore,  he  fhould  move, 
by  way  of  amendnient,  to  leave  out  the  whole  paragraph  of  the 
Addrefs,  that  aliuded   to  the  Refolutions  in  queftion.     With 
regard  to  the  furplus  of  the  revenue,  he  could  not  for  one  ad- 
mit, that   Minifters  deferved  the  credit  of  it  :  and,  though  he 
was  ready  to  acknowledge,  that  oeconomy  was  fit  to  be  attend- 
ed to,  he  did  not  think  the  meafares  of  the  Minifter,  proved 
him  any  great  friend  to  it.     Was  the  maintaining  an  AmbaiTa- 
dor  to  Madrid  at  a  large  expencc  for  two  years  together,  during 
all  Vv^hich  time  he  had  never  once  been  in  Spain,  a  proof  of  the 
oeconomy  of  Adminiflration  ?  Or  was  their  having  two  Am- 
bafiadors  upon  feparate  cftablifhments  at  Paris,  to  be  confidercd 
as   its   teft  ?  Foffibly  the  Right  Hon.  Gentleman  who  was  ap- 
-  pointed  the  new  Ambaflador,  with  new  pov/ers,  and  whom  he 
did  not  then  fee  in  his  place,  \_A  loud  laugh,  as  Lord  Surrey  look- 
ed to  his  right  and  left,  and  Mr.  Eden  zvas  fitting  oppofite  to  him 
at  the  timel  could  convince  him  that  he  was  in  an  error,  in 
thinking  that  two  Ambaffadors  to  one  Court  were  neither  ne- 
celTary  nor  ceconomical  :  and  perhaps  the  fame    Right  Hon. 
Gentleman  would  ilate,  that  he  had  been  furniihed  with  rea- 
fons  to  induce  him  to  give  his  confidence  to  that  very  Adm.ini- 
flration,  for  withholding  his  confidence  from  whom  he  had  at 
difFerent  times  fupplied  him  with  fo  many  reafons.     His  Lord- 
fhip  next  took  notice  of  that  part  of.  the  Speech  which  recom-' 
mended  the  maintaining  the  naval  ftrength   of  the  Empire,  on 
the  moft  fecure  and  refpedtable  footing,  and    faid,  he  fuppofcd 
that  went  to  an   incrcafe  of  the  navy.     [Mr.  Pitt  rofe,  and  re- 
minded the  noble  Lord,  that  there  were  no  fuch  words  in  the 
Speech,  upon  which  the  Speaker  read  the  paragraph  in  quefti- 
on.]     His  Lordfliip  renewed  his  argument  and  faid,  by  main- 
taining our   naval  ftrength,  he  hoped  it  was  not  meant,  the 
confining  our  navy  to  its   prcfent  cflablifl^menr,  or  governing 
it  by  what  it  v/as  in  1748,  or  at  the  end  of  the  war  before  the 
lail,  but  that  the  critLvion  of  the  number  and  ftrength  of  the 
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Britifti  navy  ftiould  always  be  the  number  and  ftrength  of  the 
navy  of  the  Houfe  of  Bourbon;  and  that  our  marine  fliould  be 
at  leaft  equal  to  theirs,  fince  upon  that  circumftance  alone  de- 
pended our  fecurity.  If  this  was  to  be  underftood,  he  fhould 
have  no  objeclion  to  that  part  of  the  Addrefs,  though  he  own- 
ed he  fhould  have  been  far  better  pleafed,  if  the  recommenda- 
tion of  maintaining  our  naval  ftrength  on  a  refpedable  footing, 
had  been  accompanied  with  a  declaration  that  .the  {landing  ar- 
my was  to  be  reduced.  His  Lordfliip  faid,  he  faw  no  occafion 
■whatever  for  keeping  up  as  large  a  military  force  during  a  ftate 
of  difmembered  and  diminifhed  empire,  as  before  fuch  a  dimi- 
nution- took  place.  His  Lordfhip  dwelt  for  fome  little  time  on 
tlrs  idea,  but  faid  he  would  prefs  it  no  farther  at  prefent,  as  the 
inat'tifT  would  probably  be  brought  forward  by  the  Minifter  in 
the  cdude  of  the  feflion  :  and,  after  adding  a  few  more  obferva- 
tions.  declared  he  fhould  not  obje£l  to  any  part  of  the  Addrefs, 
but  to  the  paragraph  which  mentioned  the  Irifh  proportions, 
the  whc'le  of  which  he  moved,  by  way  of  amendment,  to  omit. 

Mr.  For  began  a  very  long  fpeech,  full  of  a  great  variety  of  Mr.  Fox. 
political  rnatrcrs  and  opinions,  that  proved  his  knowledge  and 
ability  as  a  rcateihian,  with  declaring,  that  of  all  the  fpeeches 
from  the  throne  he  ever  remembered  to  have  heard  delivered  at 
the  opening  of  a  feiTions  of  parliament ;  of  all  the  fpeeches  of 
that  kind  that  he  had  ever  heard  of  by  relation,  or  read  of  in 
hiftory,  he  did  not  recollefl  to  have  met  with  an  inflance  of 
one  fo  cautioufly  worded,  or  that  afforded  fuch  very  little  ground 
for  obje6lion  of  any  kind.  He  rofe  therefore  to  fpeak  to  what 
was  out  of  it,  rather  than  to  what  was  in  it ;  to  that  which 
perhaps  ought  to  have  been  there,  rather  than  to  what  was 
there.  The  propriety  of  a  Aiinifler's  contenting  himfelf  with 
addreffing  a  Britifh  Parliament  from  the  Throne,  with  general 
ideas  of  the  political  fituation  of  a  country,  inflead  of  fpecifi- 
cally  adverting  to  fa6ls  and  circumfiances  that  deeply  and  ma- 
terially concerned  its  firfl:  and  dearefl  interefls,  relatively  con- 
fidered  with  thofe  of  other  flates,  would  be  for  others  to  judge 
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and  to  decide  upon;  it  was  enough  for  him  to  fay,  that  there 
were  fo   many  matters  pending,  and  fo  much  had  been  lately 
done  by  foreign  powers,  the  confequence  of  which  might  more 
or  lefs  critically  afFeft  Great-Britain  in  proportion  to  the  mea- 
iures  that  his  Majefty's  Minifters  had  purfued  on  the  ground 
of  thofe  tranfa£lions,  that  he  had  looked  for  fomethins:  more 
than  vague,  general  afllirances  of  the  tranquillity  of  Europe, 
and  had  expedled  his  Majefty's  Speech  would  have  given  that 
Houfe  a  variety  of  lights  upon  a  variety  of  great  and  important 
fubje^ls,  intimately  connefted  with  the  future  profperity  or  ill 
fortune  of  the  empire  ;  upon  all  of  which  the  Speech  left  the 
Houfe  in  utter  and  impenetrable  darkncfs.     With  regard  to  the 
extenfion  of  trade,  the  increafe  of  the  public  credit  of  the  na- 
tion, and  the  growing  furplus  of  the  revenue  j  thofe  were  cir- 
cumftances  in  which  every  man  mult  rejoice,  and  at  which 
no  party,  no  political  faftion,  no  fet  of  perfons  of  any  name 
or  defcription  whatever,  could  fupprefs  their  exultation,  bec^ufe 
they  went  to  prove,  what  muft  be  to  all  ranks  of  men  and  all 
political  parties,  a  matter  of  folid  fatisfadlion  and  unreftrained 
triumph,  the  reviving  ftrength  and  returning  vigour  of  our  re- 
fourccs  !  But  v,'ere  thefe  matters  of  furprife,    were  thefe  cir- 
cumftances  to  caufe  aftonifiiment  ?  Undoubtedly  they  were  not. 
Almoft  every  man  knew  there  v/ould  be  fome  furplus  ;  almoft 
every  man  expedted  it  5  they  only  differed  about  the  amount 
of  that  furplus,  one  Gentleman  alone  excepted,  who  had  cer- 
tainly contended,    and  had  endeavoured   to  prove,  that  there 
would  be  no  furplus  ;  but  that  Gentleman  had  probably  been 
fince  convinced  of  his  error — had  retraced  it ;  and  as  every  man 
of  candour  would  do,  he  had  no  doubt  he  was  ready  publicly 
to  acknowledge  that  retra£tation.     That  there  would  htfojne 
furplus,  he  had  ever  admitted  ;  what  that  furplus  was,  he  would 
not  then  attempt  to  enter  into  the  difcullion  of;  indeed  it  was 
not  poffible  for  him  fo  to  do,  till  he  knew  what  it  was,  till  he 
had  it  ftated  to  him,  and  its  amount  was  fairly  before  him,  and 
capable  of  argument  and  of  difcufllon.     He  would  not,  he  faid, 
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aflert  to  what  the  figns  of  returning  vigour  were  afcribeable ; 
that  might  be  matter  of  much  ufelefs  difference  of  opinion  ; 
feveral  of  them  might  be  owing  to  the  fuccefs  of  fome  of  the 
meafures  of  the  prefent  Adminiftration ;  he  would  not  be  ^o 
uncandid  as  to  deny  that  they  were ;  but  more,  far  more, 
he  believed,  were  owing  to  the  failure  of  others  of  their 
meafures,  which  had  they  fucceeded,  mufl:  have  been  attended 
with  confequences  the  moft  pernicious,  and  the  moft  fatal  to 
the  revenue,  and  to  the  national  credit  and  profperity,  that 
could  poffibly  be  imagined.  Nothing  but  the  alarm  and  dif- 
guft  created  by  the  agitation  of  thofe  bad  meafures  could  have 
fo  long  kept  back  the  returning  trade  of  the  country,  the  na- 
tural confequence  of  peace,  and  which  ever  had  been  the  cafe 
at  the  end  of  every  war  before  the  laft.  Thofe  alarms  and  dif- 
guft  had  been  done  away,  in  a  great  degree,  by  the  failure  of 
the  meafures  to  which  he  alluded,  and  the  tide  of  trade  was 
now  returning  to  its  old  and  natural  channel. 

The  fa£t  was,  that  while  the  Proportions  for  a  commercial 
intercourfe  with  Ireland  were  pending,  and  likely  to  be  carried, 
people  were  alarmed  at  the  apprehenfion  of  the  trade  and  com- 
merce of  the  kingdom  being  facrificed,  and  furrendered  up  to 
Ireland,  and  confequently  with  it,  every  thing  that  formed  the 
greatnefs  and  profperity  of  Great-Britain.  When,  therefore, 
there  was  no  longer  any  danger  of  their  being  pafTed,  people 
were  encouraged  to  bring  their  money  to  market,  and  to  buy  into 
the  public  funds.  Another  caufe  of  the  prefent  high  ftate  of 
the  funds  was,  that  peace  being  reftored,  and  the  Minifter  no 
longer  in  want  of  a  loan  of  ten  or  tv^^elve  m.illions,  people  had 
no  better  way  of  making  ufe  of  their  money,  than  buying  into 
the  funds ;  and  from  thefe  two  caufes,  and  not  from  any  merit 
the  Miniftry  might  claim,  they  owed  their  prefent  high  and 
fiouriihing  ftate. 

Having  defcanted  on  this  point  fome  time  with  confiderable 
warmth  and  energy,  Mr.  Fox  faid,  he  certainly  fhould  not  ob- 
iecl  to  the  Addrefs  in  general,  though  he  might  probably  vote 
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with  his  noble  friend  for  his  amencUr.ent :  but  there  were  two 
matters  of  conHdcrable  importance,  which,  in  one  infcance, 
arofe  out  of  the  wording  of  the  Speech,  in  its  fir  ft  paragraph, 
and  in  another,  was  mentioned  in  a  fubfequent  part  of  it,  upon 
both  of  which  he  muft  fay  a  few  words,  and  expert  to  receive 
feme  anfwer ;  whether  the  anfwer  would  be  fatisfadory  or  not, 
the  event  would  prove.  What  he  meant  was,  to  inquire  what 
fort  of  conftruclion,  whether  a  broad  or  a  narrow  one,  was  to 
be  put  upon  that  part  of  the  Speech,  that  related  to  the  tran- 
quillity of  Europe,  and  ftated,  that  his  Majefty  continued  to 
receive  the  ftrongeft  affurances  from  foreign  powers  of  their 
friendly  difpofition  towards  this  country  ?  He  wiflied  alfo  to 
know  what  was  meant  by  the  manner  in  which  the  Refolutions 
relative  to  an  intended  adjuftment  of  a  Commercial  Intercourfe 
with  Ireland  was  m.cntioned,  and  whether  they  were  to  under- 
hand, by  being  told  from  the  Throne,  that  they  were  incapable 
of  making  any  further  progrefs  in  the  work,  the  Refolutions 
were  compleatly  abandoned  and  given  up,  or  that  they  were 
to  be  revived,  and  endeavoured  to  be  carried  into  effeiSV  at  any 
future  period  of  time  ?  On  both  of  thefe  points  it  was  exceed- 
ingly material  that  fuch  information  fnould  be  given,  that  each 
might  be  clearly  and  precifely  underftood.  With  regard  to 
the  firft,  if  the  mention  of  the  tranquillity  of  Europe  alluded 
only  to  the  end  that  had  been  put  to  the  threatened  war  between 
the  Emperor  and  the  United  States  of  Holland,  in  that  cafe  the 
conftruiSlion  was  too  narrow,  and  his  Majefty's  Minifters 
greatly  undervalued  the  information  of  that  Houfe ;  and  not 
of  that  Houfe  only,  but  of  eve'ry  man  who  read  or  attended 
tQ  the  political  tranfadlions  of  Europe,  and  who  was  at  all 
aware  of  what  had  pafTed  on  the  Continent,  the  different 
Treaties  that  had  been  lately  entered  into  by  different  foreign 
powers,  and  the  condu6l  that  ought  to  have  been  purfued  with 
a  view  to  counteract  the  operation  of  thofe  Treaties  and  tranf- 
a<5lions,  as  far  as  it  was  likely  to  prov^e,  or  capable  of  proving 
prejudicial  and  injurious  to  the  interefts  of  Great-Britain,  In 
7  '     fpeaking 
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fpeaking  of  this  part  of  his  fubjecl,  Mr.  Fox  faid,  he  was 
aware,  that  being  no  Minifter,  he  had  it  in  liis  power  to  fpeak 
ina  ftyle,  in  which  it  would  be  highly  imprudent  for  hisMajefty's 
Minifters  to  exprefs  themfelves ;  and  as  the  matters  that  he 
fhould  have  occafion  to  treat  of,  were  of  confideration  infinite,  he 
ftiould  endeavour  to  make  himfelf  as  well  underfcood  as  polTible. 
Mr.  Fox,  after  this  preparation,  went  into  a  copious  detail  of 
what  had  lately  pafled  abroad,  and  ftated  the  various  Treaties 
•that  had  been  entered  into  by  the  Courts  of  France,  Spain,  and 
Holland,  and  between  the  Courts  of  Vcrfailles,  Vienna,  &c. 
He  alfo  ftated  the  confequences  they  were  likely  to  produce  of 
a  hoftile  nature  to  this  country,  unlefs  counterbalunced. by  al- 
liances entered  into  on  our  part  with  other  powers.  He  faid, 
in  fpeaking  of  the  naval  force  of  the  country,  and  what  ought 
to  be  the  criterion  of  its  number  and  i^rength,  his  noble  friend 
had  mentioned  only  the  naval  force  cf  France,  forgetting  that 
France  was  but  one  branch  of  the  powerful  confederacy  of  ma- 
ritime powers,  that  had  been  entered  into  with  a  profeffed  hof-. 
tility  to  Great-Britain:  for  though  all  treaties, were  avowedly 
treaties  of  a  defcnfwe  nature,  and  entered  into  upon  a  pretence 
of  mutual  defence,  every  man  who  knew  any  thing  of  the  mean- 
-ing  of  treaties,  knew  that  their  true  intent  and  purpofe  was 
effenf've  to  all  who,  in  the  opinion  of  the  contra61ing  parties^ 
took  any  meafure  that  they  confidered  as  iiiiinical  to  their  in=- 
terefts,  or  the  interefts  of  either  of  them.  The  treaty,  there- 
fore, which  the  Houfe  of  Bourbon  had  perfuaded  the  United 
States  to  enter  into  with  them,  and  which  effectually  fccured 
Holland  in  their  hands,  was  to  be  confidered  as  a  treaty  hof- 
tile to  this  country,  inafmuch  as  it  combined  three  of  the  moft 
powerful  maritime  powers  of  Europe  in  a  confederacy  againft 
Great-Britain.  That  it  was  miadvifable  and  impolitic  for  the 
United  States  to  enter  into  any  fuch  treaty,  Mr.  Fox  faid,  was 
moft  firmly  his  opinion ;  but,  as  the  treaty  was  made  and  exe- 
cuted, it  behoved  our  Minifter  to  be  vigilant  and  afliduous  in 
engaging    in   fome  alliances  with  other  European  maritime 

powers. 
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powers,  whofe  conneclion  and  fupport  might  enable  us  to  coun- 
teract the  mifchievous  tendency  and  efFedt  of  the  operation  of 
the  confederacy,  in  cafe  of  .a  war  with  either  of  the  contradtino- 
powers.  In  explanation  of  the  confequences  to  be  dreaded 
from  this  confederacy,  he  reminded  the  Houfe,  that  our  late 
war  with  France  had  been  purely  a  maritime  war,  as  we  had 
carried  on  no  military  operations  by  land,  excepting  only  againft 
our  own  fubjefts  in  America :  and  thence  he  drew  arguments 
tolhew  the  extreme  and  urgent  neceffity  for  our  forming  aclofe" 
and  intimate  alliance  with  the  Court  of  Peterfburgh  ;  declaring 
emphatically,  that  if  the  two  Cabinets  properly  underftood  the 
relative  intcrefts  of  Great-Britain  and  Ruffia,  and  how  much 
they  were  by  the  chara6ler,  commerce,  and  maritime  fituation 
of  each  mutually  involved,  and  naturally  combined,  they  would 
lofe  no  time  in  the  negociation  of  fuch  a  treaty.  There  had, 
he  faid,  been  two  years  ago  a  crifis  formed,  of  which  this 
coimtry  ought  to  have  taken  advantage,  and  which  he  had  at 
the  precife  moment  pointed  out  in  that  Houfe,  as  many  Gen- 
tlemen might  recollect :  the  moment  to  which  he  alluded, 
was  that,  he  faid,  when  the  Emprefs  of  Ruflia  had  fettled  her 
differences  with  the  Porte  on  the  fubjedl  of  the  Crimea. 
Though  it  had  been  admitted  on  all  hands,  that  the  fettle- 
ment  of  thofe  differences  about  the  Crimea  had  formed  the  crifis 
he  talked  of,  and  that  the  moft  glorious  opportunity  had  been 
afforded  for  Great-Britain  to  help  herfelf,  had  the  circumflance 
been  managed  with  dexterity,  nothing  had  yet  been  done.  He 
dwelt  upon  this  for  fome  time,  and  mentioned  the  recent  ad- 
vantage France  had  acquired  as  a  maritime  power,  by  obtain- 
ing poffeflion  of  a  port  in  the  Baltick,  a  circumitance  which 
ihould,  if  polTible,  have  been  prevented.  In  one  fituation  of 
affairs,  the  poflefiion  of  Gottenburg,  Mr.  Fox  faid,  it  was  true, 
France  could  make  but  little  ufe  of,  but  in  cafe  of  a  war,  the 
advantage  mufl  be  prodigious  to  her.  He  bid  Gentlemen  re- 
colle£l,  that  in  all  her  wars,  France  had  been  moft  embarraffed 
by  her  continental  fituatioHj  and  the  dread  of  an  attack  froni 

the 
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the  neighbouring  powers ;  the  whole  of  her  policy  therefore 
had  been  diredled  to  engage  them  in  fuch  a  manner,  as  to  add 
to  her  fecurity;  and  hence  it  was,  that  during  her  laft  war,  (he 
had  been  able  to  render  her  maritime  force  fo  refpediable  and  To 
powerful,  becaufe  (he  had  no  occafion  to  give  her  attention  to 
the  ftrengthening  of  her  frontier  towns,  the  adding  to  her  in- 
ternal fortifications,  the  recruiting  her  garrifons,  and  all  thofe 
variety  of  confiderations  neceflarily  kept  alive,  while  it  appear- 
ed poflible  for  her  continental  neighbours  to  feizc  the  oppor- 
tunity of  profiting  by  her  being  engaged  in  hoftilitics  at  fea. 
Nay,  {he  was  even  able  to  aid  her  refources  by  a  redu6lion  of 
her  army  in  time  of  war,  and  apply  the  faving  to  the  increafe 
of  her  maritime  ftrength.  What  was  the  cafe  at  prefent? 
France  was  fafe  by  her  family  compact,  as  to  any  fear  from 
Spain ;  and  flie  had  by  the  late  treaty  quieted  all  poflibility  of 
dread  from  Holland,  which  indeed,  had  never  been  very  powerful 
by  land. — Her  only  caufe  of  alarm,  therefore,  was  the  court  of 
Vienna  ;  and  that,  notwithftanding  all  former  aflurances  of  good 
fellowfhip,  and  notwithftanding  the  ftill  more  endearing  bonds 
of  connection  cemented  by  family  union,  v/as  a  conflant  and 
ferious  fource  of  alarm ;  but  that  caufe  of  terror  we  had  put  to 
reft,  having  given  his  Imperial  Majefty  great  difguft,  and  ren- 
dered his  feelings  adverfe  to  Great-Britain.  Mr.  Fox  explained, 
that  he  meant  the  part  the  Eledlor  of  Hanover  had  taken  in  join- 
ing the  Ele(Stor  of  Saxony,  and  other  Germanic  Princes  in  the 
league  founded  on  the  plea  of  preferving  the  liberties  of  the  Em- 
pire. Upon  this  he  defcanted  in  a  vein  of  great  animation,  and 
declared,  that  the  fafety  of  France  by  land,  was  efFe6lua!ly  fecured 
by  the  efFefl  of  that  league  on  the  mind  of  the  Emperor,  and 
that  we  fliould  find  her  hands  ftrengthened  confiderably  in  any 
future  war  in  which  we  might  be  engaged  v/ith  her.  France, 
he  faid,  had  nothing  to  wifh  for  before  that  league  was  made, 
but  that  fome  circumftance  or  other  (hould  happen  to  create  a 
jealoufy  and  diflike  of  Great-Britain  in  the  Emperor.  That 
circumftance  we  had  ourfelves  provided,  and  provided  gratis^ 
Vot.  I.  C  a: 
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at  a  moment  when  France  would  have  paid  us  any  price  for  it, 
far  more  than  flie  had  expended  in  bringing  about  the  peace 
bet  wen  the  United  States  of  Holland  and  the  Emperor.  The 
moll  fanguine  individual  of  that  fanguine  people  could  not,  he 
faid,  in  his  moft  fanguine  dream  of  national  good  fortune,  have 
pidured  to  himfelf  the  pofllbllity  of  fuch  a  fortunate  event's 
happening  in  favour  of  France.  Mr.  Fox  put  this  in  variety 
of  ways,  in  order  the  more  forcibly  to  imprefs  its  importance 
en  the  raindr,  of  the  Moufe  ;  and  did  not  quit  it,  till  he  appeared 
to  have  faid  all  that  human  ingenuity  could  make  of  it. 

The  Miniiler  muft,  Mr.  Fox  faid,  have  foon  perceived,  that 
ari  alliance  with  the  Court  of  Vienna  would  naturally  fuggeft 
itfelf ;  that  was  the  Court  the  moft  able,  as  well  as  the  moft 
likely  to  cut  out  work  for  France ;  and  that  was  the  Court,  to 
which  the  cabinet  of  Verfailles,  notwithftanding  the  family  al- 
liances between  the  two  Courts,  looked  always  with  the  great- 
eft  apprchenfion :  if  therefore  it  was  fit  for  us  to  cultivate  a 
ftridl  friendftiip  with  the  Imperial  Court,  it  was  our  duty  not 
to  put  any  rub  in  the  way  of  a  connexion  with  it :  and  yet  to 
his  furprife,  he  found  that  the  King,  in  his  character  of  Eledor 
of  Hanover,  had  acceded  to  the  German  league,  which  was 
evidently  formed  to  obftruft  a  plan,  that  the  Imperial  Court 
,  fecmed  to  have  greatly  at  heart :  he  did  not  mean  at  prefent  to 
fay^  whether  the  exchange  of  Bavaria  might,  or  might  not  be 
detrimental  to  this  country,  by  affecEling  the  balance  of  power; 
but  he  was  clear  that  the  Ele6lor  of  Flanover  declaring  himfelf 
againft  it,  was  not  a  very  likely  way  to  incline  the  Emperor  to 
form  an  alliance  with  the  King  of  Great-Britain.  Minifters 
would  piobably  tell  him,  that  they,  in  their  public  capacity, 
did  not  advife  the  King  to  accede  as  a  German  Prince  to  that 
league,  which  he  had  done  by  the  advice  of  his  Hanoverian  Mi- 
nifters ;  but  ftill  he  was  of  opinion,  that  this  league  ought  to 
have  been  mentioned  in  the  King's  Speech ;  for  though  the 
Eledlor  of  Hanover  and  the  King  of  England  had  not  been  the 
fame  perfon,  ftill  a  league,  to  which  he,  in  common  with  the 
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Electors  of  Saxony  and  Mentz  were  parties,  might  poflibly  be 
of  fuch  a  nature,  as  to  afFedl  this  country  in  its  confequences : 
unlefs  it  were  faid,  and  which  could  not  be  faid  with  truth,  that 
thefe  Princes  were  fo  inconfiderable,  that  no  a£l  of  theirs  could 
in  its  confequences  extend  to  Great-Britain.  Now  he  would 
fuppofe  that  either  we  might  be  involved  as  principals  in  this 
German  league,  of  which  no  mention  was  made  in  the  Speech, 
or  we  might  not:  if  we  might,  then  of  courfe  it  ought  to  have 
been  alluded  to  by  his  Majefty  in  his  Speech  ;  if  we  might  not, 
then  it  was  poflible  we  might  be  called  upon  to  a£t  againft  the 
Elediorate  of  Hanover :  this  would  appear  repugnant  to  grati- 
tude, and  to  common  fenfe,  that  we  fhould  lend  a  hand  to  ftrip 
our  Sovereign  of  his  hereditary  dominions ;  and  that  he  fhould 
with  one  part  of  his  forces  endeavour  to  fupport  a  particular 
caufe,  and  with  the  other  attempt  to  pull  it  down. 

Mr.  Fox  faid,  there  was  one  circumftance  that  looked  pro- 
pitious to  the  Country,  which  he  had  heard  from  fuch  au- 
thority as  he  could  rely  on,  and  therefore  he  would  mention 
it.  At  the  fame  time  he  did  not  doubt  but  that  the  Right  Hon- 
Gentleman,  as  a  Minifter,  was  aware  of  it ;  but  as  it  was  a 
favourable  omen  for  Great-Britain,  he  was  glad  to  be  the  per- 
fon  to  announce  it  in  that  Houfe  ;  and  that  was,  that  there 
now  offered  a  good  opportunity  for  renewing  a  Treaty  of  Com- 
merce with  Ruffia,  and  that  it  was  in  a  fair  v/ay  to  be  renewed 
with  fuccefs.  He  declared,  he  was  aware  of  the  fafnionable 
mode  of  calling  Treaties  Com.m.ercial,  and  Treaties  Political, 
diftinft  and  feparate  forts  of  Treaties,  but  he  was  not  to  be 
blinded  by  any  fuch  new-fangled  and  ill-founded  diflinciions. 
Treaties  of  Commerce  entered  into  between  two  countries, 
ever  had  influenced  their  politics  in  a  very  great  degree  j  and  he 
had  no  doubt  but  a  Treaty  of  Commerce,  entered  into  between 
the  Court  of  London  and  the  Court  of  St.  Peterfburgh,  would 
have  its  due  and  falutary  effect,  politically  as  well  as  commer- 
cially ;  he  was  glad  therefore,  extremely  glad  of  a  circumftance 
ib  promifing  to  the  interefts  of  both  countries.     At  the  time, 
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however,  that  he  mentioned  the  treaty  that  was  likely  to  go  on 
between   RufTia  and  Great-Brititain,  he  thought  it  fair  to  fay, 
that  he  had  heard  RuHia  would  at  the  fame  time  enter  into  a 
commercial  treaty  with  France ;  of  that,  he  had  received  his 
information  from  a  very  different  quarter,  from  an  authority 
not  equally  good,  as  that  from  which  he  had  heard  the  other, 
and    therefore  he  hoped    and  believed,    that  the  information 
was  ill-founded.     From  thefe  fa6ls  Mr.  Fox  proceeded  to  take 
notice  of  the  pending  Commercial  Treaty  between   our  Court 
and  that  of  Verfailles.     He  faid,  he  had   no  opinion  of  good 
rcfulting  to  this  country  from  any  fuch  treaty  j  and  his  reafon 
for  not  thinking  that  fuch  would  be  its  efFecSl,  was,  that  the  ex- 
perience of  paft  times  proved,  that  this  country  had  grown 
great,  profperous,  and  flourifhing,  from  the  moment  that  Ihe 
quitted  all  her  commercial  conne61:ions  with  France,     He  ex- 
prefied  his  ftrong  difapprobation   of   the  idea  of  putting  the 
country  to  the  expence  of  two  different  eftablifhments,  for  two 
different  Plenipotentiaries  to  Paris,  and  contended  that  it  was 
idle  and  unneceffary.     There  were,  he  faid,  two  ways  of  doing 
the  bufmefs  of  this  Commercial  Treaty,  and  finifhing  the  nego- 
ciation  of  it.     Either  the  Noble  Duke  now  there  might  do  it, 
cr  a  perfon  like  Mr.  Crawford,  who  had  been  employed  al- 
ready, might  act  under  him,  and  manage  the  mere  matter  of 
detail.   At  any  rate,  he  declared  he  faw  no  reafon  for  fending  out 
a  Gentleman,  whofe  rajik  in  life  rendered  it  improper  for  him  to 
,n£l:  in  afubordinate  capacity.     He  took  occafion  to  diredl  fome 
ironical  fatire  at  the  appointment  of  Mr.  Eden  to  his  new  fitua- 
tion.     The  Right  Honourable  Gentleman   at  the  head  of  the 
Treafury,  he   faid,  had  undoubtedly  chofen  a  Gentleman  for 
the  office  of  Extra  Plenipotentiary,  who  knew  fomewhat  more 
of   the    details   of   trade  and  com.merce  than  he  did  himfelf. 
That  the  Right  Honourable  Gentleman  was  better  acquainted 
Vt'ith  commercial  concerns,  laft  feffions  had  pretty  well  con- 
vinced the  A'linifler,  on  more  than  one  occarif)n ;  but  flill  he 
h\Y  no  reafon  for  employing  even  that  Right  Honourable  Gen- 
tleman's 
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tlemau's  talents  on  the  fubjedl ;  and  he  feared  the  appointment 
had  rather  been  made  out  of  refped  to  the  perfon,  than  from 
any  neceflity  for  the  exercife  of  the  Right  Honourable  Gentle- 
man's abilities  in  the  way  in  which  they  were  to  be  employed. 
Mr.  Fox  added  fomething  complimentary  to  Mr.  Eden,  mixed 
with  fomething  farcaftic  on  his  having  quitted  a  connection, 
whofe  principles  he  had  repeatedly  declared  his  approbation  of, 
at  the  fame  time,  that  he  had  by  his  votes  proved,  that  he  held 
the  continuance  of  the  prefent  Miniftry  in  power,  to  be  dan- 
gerous to  the  exiftence  of  the  Conftitution.     Mr.  Fox,  while 
he  was  upon  this  fubje6l  of  the  Commercial  Treaty,  faid,  the 
New  Board  of  Trade,  which  was   undoubtedly  compofed  of 
men  of  great  abilities  and  confideration,  and  men  of   higher 
rank  than  the  Members  of  the  Old  Board  of  Trade,  were  the 
moft  extraordinary  Wne'ijis^  if  he  might  fo  call  them,  that  ever 
exifted.     Laft  year,  after  the  Propofitions  had  come  over  from 
Ireland,  and  juft  as  the  Britifh  Parliament  was  called  upon  to 
vote  them,   the  New  Board  of  Trade  proceeded  to  inquire, 
whether  the  Propofitions  were  iuch  as  were  fit  for  either  coun- 
try. In  the  cafe  of  the  Commercial  Treaty,  they  were  equally  fin- 
gular  in  the  time  of  their  fending  out  a  perfon  with  proper  powers 
to  negociate  it.     By  the  treaties  of  178,2,  a  Treaty  of  Com- 
merce was  to  be  negotiated  between  this  country  and  France, 
on  or  before  the  ift  of  January,   iy86,  and  from  that  day  all 
negociation  was  to  be  at  an  end.     Now,  therefore,  when  the 
time  of  negociation  was  paft,  the  New  Board  of  Trade  were 
bufy  with  the  fubjeft,  and  they  were  about  to  fend  out  a  Ne- 
gociator.     Mr.  Fox  exercifed  his  raillery  at  the  expence   of 
Minifters  in  this  particular,  and  faid,  he  fuppofed  no  ftep  had 
been  taken,  nor  fcarcely  any  progrefs  made,  within  the  time 
prefcribed  by  Treaty. 

As  another  proof  of  the  bad  timing  of  our  political  proceed- 
ings, in  the  courfe  of  what  he  had  faid  refpe^ling  the  Treaty 
of  Confederacy  entered  into  by  France,  Spain,  and  the  United 
States,  Mr.  Fox  mentioned,  that  Sir  James  Harris  had  pre- 
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fented  a  Memorial  to  the  States  upon  the  fubjeft,  but  unfor- 
tunately not  till  after  the  Treaty  was  concluded.  He  paid  Sir 
James  Harris  many  compliments  j  and  faid,  when  he  read  the 
Memorial,  he  pitied  the  fituatlon  of  Sir  James,  as  he  could 
from  his  own  knowledge  declare,  that  Great-Britain  never  had 
a  more  refpeilable,  a  more  able,  or  a  more  adive  and  ac- 
complifhed  Ambaffador  at  any  foreign  Court. 

Mr.  Fox  next  called  the  attention  of  the  Houfe  to  the  fituatlon 
of  afFairs  in  India,  and  f<\id,  ever  fuice   the   Board   of  Con- 
troul  had  been  eftabliihed,  a  dark  veil  had  been  carefully  drawn 
over  all  that  had  palled  in  that  diftant  part  of  our  dominions, 
and  he  verily  believed  not  without  good  and  fufficient  reafon  : 
fecrecy,  he  was  perfuaded,  was  the  only  Safeguard  for  the  con- 
duct: of  thofe  Commiiflioners,  whofe  orders  had  added  to  the 
confufion  of  our  afFairs  in  India,  rather  than  produced  any  one 
fahitary  efxeil:  in  the  Britifli  polTeinons  in  that  quarter  of  the 
globe.     Air.  Fox  reprobated  Mr.  Pitt's  Bill  in  terms  of  mofl: 
acrimonious  reproach,  and  called  upon  that  Gentleman  to  fay, 
if  after   all  that  had  happened,  he  Hill  would  venture  to  talk  of 
it  ib  triumphantly  as  he  had  been  wont  to  do  ?  Every  man,  he 
admitted,  was  pardonable  for  entertaining  a  fpeculative  opinion 
©f  the  probable  good  efFedl:  of  any  meafure  of  his  own  before  it 
came  to  be  tried  ;  but  no  man  ought  to  be  allowed  to  indulge 
himfelf  in  exprelTions  of  felf-praife,  which  experience  had  proved 
that  he  by  no  means  merited.     His  India  Bill  had  been  attacked 
on  the  ground  of  its  taking  av/ay  the  Charter  of  the  Eafl-India 
Company,  after  proof  of  its  having  been  grofsly  abufed,  but 
the  Right  Hon.  Gentleman's  Bill  did  what  was  ten  thoufand 
times  worfe  ;  it  took  away  the  unalienable  rights  of  individuals, 
and  deprived  Britifh  fubjcc^s  of  their  birth-right,  the  right  df 
trial  by  jury,  and  of  trial  by  their  Peers;  aright  fecured  to 
every  Englifhman  by  the  great  Charter  of  our  liberties.     Mr. 
Fox  laid  great  flrefs  on  this  point,  and  contended  that  the  a- 
larm,  isidignation,  and  difguft  the  Bill  had  occafioned  in  India, 
Were  the  natural  confequences  of  a  meafure  fo  alarmingly  preg- 
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nant  with  injuftice,  opprefllon,  and  injury.     The  claufe,  oblig- 
ing all  the  fervants  of  the  Company  who  came  from  India,  after 
a  certain  period  to  give  an  account  of  their  fortunes  on  oath, 
he  reprobated  as  moft  unjuft  and  delufive.     It  held  out  pro- 
tc6lion  and  fecurity  to  the  rich,  while  it  obliged  the  poor  to  fub- 
mit  to  its  fevereft  operation :  which  pofition  he  illuftrated  by 
fliewing,  that  it  gave  all  that  wifhed  not  to  fubmit  to  it  three 
years  to  return  home  in ;  this  the  opulent,  and  the  opulent  a- 
lone,  he  remarked,  could  take  advantage  of.     He  alluded  to 
the  boafted  accounts  of  the  promifing  ftate  of  the  revenues  of 
India,  and  faid,  inilead  of  only  fourteen  hundred  thoufand  pounds 
deficiency,  they  would  now,  he  believed,  find  not  mere  errors 
of  fradlions,  but  errors  of  millions.     The  circumftance  of  Lord 
Macartney's  coming  home,  and  the  arguments  that  could  be 
drawn  from  it,  did  not  efcape  Mr.  Fox's  penetration.     He 
ftated,  that  Lord  Macartney  had  aded  throughout  the  whole  of 
his  flay  in  India  upon  the  moft  upright  principles,  and  had  come 
home  with  hands  perfe<5lly  clean  and  unfullied.     He  faid,  his 
Lordfhip,  from  a  convi(5lion  of  the  neceflity  of  the  meafure,  had 
taken  the  colledion  and  management  of  the  revenues  of  the 
Carnatic  out  of  the  hands  not  of  the  Nabob,  but  of  his  agents 
and  ufurers,  who  plundered  the  natives  and  robbed  him,  and 
had  vefled  both  in  the  hands  of  the  Company.     This  meafure 
the  Board  of  Controul  had  overthrown  by  their  orders,  and 
diredled  the  ccI!e<Sl:ion  and  management  of  the  Nabob's  revenues 
to  be  reftored  to  him.     The  fatal  eiFeds  of -the  order  had  fpread 
alarm  and  terror  through  the  Carnatic,  and  imprefled  the  Coun- 
cil at  Fort  St.  George  with  fo  ftrong  an  idea  of  its  impropriety, 
that  Lord  Macartney  went  himfelf  to  Calcutta,  to  remonftrate 
with  Mr.  Haflings,  and  to  deprecate  the  confequences.     Let 
the  Houfe,  faid  Mr.  Fox,  guefsthe  furprize  ofhis  Lordftiip,  on 
finding  j\lr.  Haftings  departed  for  Europe,  and  a  commiflion 
there  appointing  him  Governor  General ;  a  fituation  it  was  im- 
pofTible  for  him  to  accept,  while  the  order  to  reftore  the  col- 
lection and  management  of  the  Carnatic  revenues  to  the  Nabob 
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continued   in   force.     Mr.  Fox  pointed   much   of  his  fevereffc 
argument  againft  the  abfurdity  of,  removing  the  Governor-Gene- 
ral, who  recommended  the  meafure  Lord  Macartney  had  re- 
probated ;  and  appointing  his  Lordfhip  to  the  poll:  of  Governor- 
General,  v;ith  orders  to  do,  vi'hat  he  himfelf  had  found  to  be 
equally  unwife  and  mifchievous  to  the  intereft  of  the  Company 
and  the  interefts  of  the  Nabob,  and  had  condemned.     Mr.  Fox 
gave  the  higheft  encomiums  to  Lord  Macartney ;  and  before  he 
quitted  this  part  of  the  fubject,  declared  he  did  not  fpeak  from 
anv  authority  derived  from  Lord  Macartney,  nor  did  he  wifh  it 
to  be  underflood,  that  what  he  had  faid,  was  any  thing  more 
than  what  he  in  common  with  the  reft  of  the  public  knew  and 
was  acquainted  with. 

The  laft  point  Mr.  Fox  brought  under  his  difcuffion  was  the 
bufmefs  of  the  Irifh  Propofitions,  refpeding  which,  as  he  had 
before  obferved,  he  faid  it  was  highly  necefiary  that  Parliament 
and  the  public  fhould  clearly  know  what  was  intended.     He  re- 
minded the  Houfe,  that  when  the  fubjeft  was  firft  ftarted,  the 
Right  Hon.  Gentleman,  in  fome  of  the  moft  vehement  ftrains  of 
his  all-powerful  eloquence,  had  condemned  the  Noble  Lord  in 
the    Blue   Riband    for    having   given   Ireland   certain   grants, 
without  having  firft  afked  her  whether  they  would  be  accept- 
able ;  and  for  having  left  matters  as  they  ftood,  when  the  Pro- 
pofitions  were  firft  taken  up,  the  Right  Honourable  Gentleman 
having  again  and  again  told  the  Houfe  itzvas  impojjible  they  could 
remain  as  they  were.     He  defired  to  know  what  was  the  true 
conftruction  and  meaning  of  that  part  of  his  Majefty's  Speech 
then  under  confideration,  that  mentioned  the  refolutions,  but  a 
declaration  to  that  Houfe,  that  matters  jnujl  remain  as  they  ivere  f 
Mr.  Fox  dwelt  on  this  for  fome  minutes,  and  with  great  force 
of  ridicule  animadverted  on  all  that  had  pafled  upon  the  fubje6l ; 
and  efpecially  on  the  language  that  had  been  held  by  the  Mi- 
nifter  and  Mr.  Dundas  upon  the  propriety  of  the  line  of  condu6t 
that  had  been  purfued,  in  firft  taking  the  fenfe  of  the  Irifh  Par- 
liament in  order  to  afcertain  their  expedations,  before  the  Eng- 
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lifli  Parliament  were  called  upon  to  confider  the  fubje(3:.  He 
urg-cd  the  flat  contradiction  that  the  event  of  the  bufmefs  had 
given  to  all  their  predi6tions  refpefting  its  fuccefs,  and  ftated  in 
ftrong  terms  the  mifchief  that  he  conceived  the  agitating  the 
matter  at  all,  had  done,  by  difgufting  the  manufadlurers  of 
Great-Britain,  and  teaching  them  that  the  Houfe  of  Commons 
would  difregard  their  petitions,  ftating  their  dread  of  the  mif- 
chievous  confequences  to  their  feveral  branches  of  manufacture, 
were  the  intended  Syftem  carried  into  execution  ;  as  the  bed 
means  of  checking  the  evil,  and  preventing  the  effeft  of  having 
ever  entered  into  a  difcuffion  of  points,  which  he  fald  he  was 
convinced  ought  never  to  have  been  difturbed  or  brought  before 
the  public,  he  advifed  the  Minifter  explicitly  and  unrefervedly, 
to  declare  his  determination  to  abandon  all  further  thought  of 
attempting  to  carry  a  meafure  fo  odious  and  deteftable  in  the 
eyes  of  the  manufacturers  and  merchants  of  Great-Britain  and 
Ireland.  He  fpoke  of  the  manufacturers  in  terms  of  the  higheft 
refpeCt,  and  declared  he  was  fatisfied  that  to  their  ingenuity  and 
induftry,  and  to  their  fpirit  and  perfeverance,  the  country  owed 
its  exaltation  to  the  ftate  of  rcfpect,  character,  confideration, 
and  profperity,  to  which  its  trade,  manufactures,  and  com- 
merce, had  been  raifed  in  the  eyes  of  all  mankind.  He  took 
notice  of  the  reafoning  ufed  by  the  Secretary  of  State  for  Ireland 
in  [lis  celebrated  letter  to  his  conftituents,  in  recommendation 
of  the  Proportions,  on  the  ground,  that  as  the  Britifti  manufac- 
turers confidered  the  grant  of  the  Propofitions  to  Ireland  to  be 
highly  injurious  to  their  intcrefts,  they  muft  necefTarily  be  advan- 
tageous in  an  equal  proportion  to  the  interefts  of  the  Irifh  manu- 
facturers, as  an  argument  perfeCtly  found  and  forcible  in  itfclf, 
but  as  an  argument  extremely  humiliating  to  the  Britifh  Mi- 
nifters,  and  which  placed  them  in  a  very  contemptible  light. 
After  remarking  upon  this,  and  a  great  variety  of  other  faCts 
and  obfervations  which  our  time  will  not  allow  us  to  follow  in 
detail,  A-lr.  Fox  brieny  recapitulated  the  heads  of  his  Speech, 
which  he  admitted  was  rather  a  feries  of  reafoning  againft  what 

was 


26  PARLIAMENTARY        [Jan.  24. 

was  out  of  the  Speech  than  againft  what  was  hi  it,  and  then  fat 
down,  with  defiring  an  explanation  of  the  two  main  points  of 
the  Speech  to  which  he  had  alluded  j  declaring,  that  if  they  were 
fatisfactorily  anfvvered,  he  would  give  the  Houfe  no  more  trou- 
ble on  that  day,  though  moft  of  the  topics  he  had  touched  upon, 
would,  he  obfcrved,  require  a  full  difcuflion  on  a  future  occafioii 
in  the  courfe  of  the  SeiTion. 
Mr. W.Pitt.  After  a  fhort  paufe  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  rofe  and  • 
faid,  that  he  waited  to  fee  if  any  Gentleman  had  objections  to 
make  to  the  Addrefs,  for  the  Right  Hon.  Gentleman  who  fpoke 
laft  had  certainly  made  none.  He  could  not  avoid  bearing  tef- 
timony  to  that  peculiar,  and  almoft  inftincSlive  dexterity,  with 
which  the  Right  Hon.  Gentleman  was  enabled,  on  all  occa- 
fions.,  to  leave  out  of  the  difcuffion  fuch  parts  of  the  fubjecSl  as 
were  unfavourable  to  him  ;  and  he  had,  on  the  prefent  occafion, 
equally  an  opportunity  of  admiring  a  fimilar  talent  of  intro- 
ducing, however  foreign  and  unconneiSted,  fuch  matter  as  he 
expelled  would  be  favourable.  Thus  he  had  intirely  abandoned 
the  various  fubjeds  of  the  Speech,  in  order  to  difcufs  fome  that 
were,  he  complained,  left  out,  and  indeed,  had  almoft  profef- 
fedly  confined  himfelf  to  thefe  omijGlons.  The  Right  Hon. 
Gentleman's  fcntim.ents,  with  refpecl  to  the  fituation  of  the 
country,  being  rather  of  a  gloomy  and  defponding  caft,  he  had, 
iio  doubt,  an  expectation  of  finding  fomething  in  the  King's 
Speech  that  would  have  afforded  him  an  opportunity  of  indulging 
his  melancholy  feelings  on  the  flate  of  public  affairs  ;  but  find- 
ing every  part  of  the  Speech  filled  with  the  happieft  intelligence, 
he  had  been  obliged  to  travel  into  foreign  countries  in  purfuit  of 
his  objecl.  He  had  traverfcd  the  Empires  of  Germany  and 
Ruuia  ;  he  had  vihted  Turkey  and  the  Crimea  for  this  purpofej 
but,  finding  like  other  modern  difcoverers,  Europe  too  narrow 
for  his  enquiries,  he  had  carried  his  fpeculations  to  the  remoteft 
/  parts  of  the  globe,  and  had  ranfacked  the  Indies  for  fources  of 
complaint  and  defpair.  Although  he  by  no  means  intended  to 
foilov/  the  Right  Hon.  Gexitleman  in  his  deviations  from  the 
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fubjcfl  as  largely  as  he  had  fet  him  the  example  of  doing,  he 
fhould  yet  make  fome  anfwer  to  each  part  of  the  Right  Hon. 
Gentleman's  fpeech  j  allowing  himfelf  however  a  latitude  of 
avoiding  to  give  any  opinion  whatfoever  on  fome  particular 
parts  of  it,  though  on  all  fuch  as  he  thought  he  could  with  pro- 
priety do  it,  he  would  freely  deliver  his  fentiments.  The  Right 
Hon.  Gentleman  had  acknowledged,  that  he  confidered  himfelf 
at  liberty,  in  his  prefent  fituation,  to  fpeak  of  foreign  Courts, 
and  their  views  and  interefts,  in  a  manner  that  would  be  con- 
trary to  the  duties  of  his  Majefty's  Minifters  to  do.  For  his 
own  part,  although  he  was  ready  to  admit  that  there  was  a 
ftronger  and  more  facred  reftraint  on  thofe  who  were  in  the 
immediate  confidence  of  his  Majefty  than  on  other  Gentlemen, 
yet  he  muft  alfo  obferve  that  the  duty  of  Members  of  Parlia- 
ment, although  in  fome,  from  their  additional  charader  of  Mi- 
nifters, it  might  differ  in  degree,  was,  in  general,  of  the  fame 
nature  with  refpedt  to  all ;  and  that  part  of  his  duty,  which  en- 
joined a  delicacy  and  caution,  when  fpeaking  of  foreign  States, 
was  one  from  which  he  would  not  fuffer  himfelf  to  be  diverted 
by  the  Right  Hon.  Gentleman.  The  Right  Hon.  Gentleman 
had  defiredto  be  informed  to  what  particular  part  of  continental 
politics  that  part  of  his  Majefty's  Speech  alluded,  which  an- 
nounced the  profpe£l  of  a  general  peace.  He  could  take  upon 
him  to  fay,  that  it  folely  related  to  that  particular  tranfaclion, 
which  had  taken  place  fmce  the  conclufion  of  the  laft  feflion — 
the  Treaty  of  Peace  between  the  Emperor  of  Germany  and  the 
States  General  of  the  United  Provinces,  by  which  a  difpute  was 
terminated,  that  until  then  feemed  to  threaten  the  Peace  of 
Europe  ;  and  that  had  been  taken  notice  of  in  that  light  by  his 
Majefty,  in  his  Speecn  at  tiie  opening  of  the  laft  Seffion. — As 
to  the  queftion  the  Right  Hon.  Gentleman  had  thought  proper 
to  afk,  whether  there  did  not  exile  between  any  other  Princes 
or  States  of  Europe  fuch  feeds  of  'iifagrcement  and  ill  humour, 
as  might  probably  break  out  into  i'uture  v/ars  and  quarrels  ?  that 
was  a  l^jbjedt,  on  which  he  thought  proper  to  decline  giving  any 
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opinion  whatfoever.  The  Right  Hon.  Gentleman  had  exprefled 
himfelf  apprehenfive  of  a  hoftile  difpofition  towards  this  country 
in  certain  Courts  of  Europe ;  to  this  he  could  only  anfwer  in 
terms  fimilar  to  thofe  contained  in  the  Speech,  that  there  was 
every  aflurance  of  the  moft  friendly  intentions  from  them  all. 
With  refpeft  to  the  Treaty  with  the  Emprefs  of  Ruflia,  it  was 
in  a  ftate  of  forwardnefs,  and  he  had  every  reafon  to  hope  would 
be  completed  in  fuch  a  manner,  as  fliould  give  general  fatisfac- 
tion.  The  German  confederacy,  to  which  his  Majefly,  in  his 
capacity  of  £le6lor  of  Hanover,  had  acceded,  had  alfo  been 
mentioned,  and  Miniilcrs  had  been  called  upon  to  defend  its 
propriety.  He  fhould  by  no  means  take  upon  him  to  make  fuch 
a  defence;  as  he  was  ready  to  confefs,  that  whatever  might  be 
the  merit  or  demerit  of  that  meafure,  he  and  his  colleagues  in 
ofTtce  were  by  no  means  intitled  to  either.  He  enlarged  confi- 
derably  on  the  fubjedl  of  the  connexion  with  Hanover,  pointing 
out,  that  however  accident  had  placed  the  fovereignty  of  that 
country,  and  of  this  in  the  fame  hands,  it  by  no  means 
followed  that  the  interefts  of  each  muft  necefTarily  be  the 
fame :  though  he  was  willing  to  admit,  that  from  the  cir- 
cumftance  of  their  having  one  and  the  fame  Sovereign,  it  was 
likely  that  their  interefts  might  fometimes  be  parallel;  when 
without  that  circumilance  they  might  be  different,  and  perhaps 
it  might  be  for  their  mutual  advantage  to  make  their  interefts 
as  reconcileable  to  each  other  as  poffible.  Yet  he  defired  to 
have  it  underftood,  that  Great-Sritain  was  by  no  means  com- 
mitted, or  bound  by  any  league  lately  entered  into  by  the  Elec- 
tor of  Hanover  ;  nor  did  he  look  upon  it  as  incumbent  on  the 
Minifters  of  this  country  to  lay  before  Parliament,  except  in 
cafes  of  neceffity,  fuch  arrangements  as  may  have  been  made 
for  Hanover,  by  the  advice  of  the  Minifters  of  that  Eledlo- 
rate.  He  pointed  out  the  inconfiftency  of  A/Ir.  Fox's  extreme 
apprehenfion  of  our  being  involved  in  difficulties  through  the 
means  of  his  Majefty's  German  territories ;  and  yet  his  expell- 
ing, that  the  adminiftration'of  thofe  territories  fhould  be  fub- 
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ordinate  to,  and  regulated  by  the  Minifter  of  Great-Britain  ; 
as  if  that  very  circumftance  would  not  of  itfelf  render  it  abfo- 
lutely  necefTary  that  this  country  fnould,  on  all  occafions,  con- 
fider  itfelf  as  bound  to  proted  and  ajTift  the  Eieilorate.  Whereas 
the  only  way  for  Great-Britain  to  avoid  embroiling  herfelf  in 
quarrels  for  Hanover,  was  by  our  adminiftration  ftanding  as 
much  as  poflible  independant  of  Hanoverian  politics. — With 
refpeft  to  the  fituation  of  India  not  being  touched  upon  in  the 
Speech,  he  apprehended  the  Right  Hon.  Gentleman  might  as 
well  have  objected  to  a  fimilar  omiflion  concerning  any  other 
of  the  foreign  polTeffions  of  the  empire.  The  complaint  was, 
that  our  Indian  affairs  had  not  been  mentioned,  as  they  ufed  to 
be  in  former  Speeches,  ever  fince  the  appointment  of  the  Board 
of  Controul.  The  reafon  of  this  was  perfeftly  obvious,  and 
had  been  explained  on  the  firft  day  of  the  laft  Seffions ;  it  was, 
that  there  had  appeared  fo  many  errors  and  mifcarriages  in  the 
Government  of  that  country  formerly,  that  his  Majefty  for 
many  Seflions  had  been  induced  to  call  upon  his  Parliament, 
to  adopt  fome  mode  of  efFe^lual  regulation,  by  which  a  flop 
might  be  put  to  the  enormities  complained  of — that  Parlia- 
ment had  at  laft  taken  up  the  bufmefs,  and  applied  a  remedy 
which  had  been  found  efFe6lual  ;  and  therefore  the  neceflity  of 
the  Crown  reminding  them  of  it  no  more  exifted.  The  Right 
Hon.  Gentleman  had  been  carried  away  by  his  warmth  on 
this  fubjecl,  fo  far  as  to  introduce  a  topic,  which  formerly  he 
was  extremely  averfe  to  hear  mentioned — the  violation  of 
Charters.  On  this  head  the  Right  Hon.  Gentleman  had  gone 
great  lengths,  for  he  had  ftigmatized  the  mode  of  trial  ap- 
pointed for  Eaft-India  delinquents,  as  an  infringement  on  the 
Great  Charter,  by  fetting  afide  the  trial  by  Jury.  He  made  a 
handfome  panegyric  on  that  mode  of  trial,  but  contended, 
that  there  might  be  tribunals  in  certain  particular  cafes,  that 
would  be  found  to  anfwer  all  the  purpofcs  of  public  juftice  in 
an  equal  degree ;  and  particularly  inftv^nced  the  prefent  mode 
of  trial  as  one  intitled  to  equal  approbation,  and  very  nearly 
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refembling  in  its  conftitutlon  the  beft  fort  of  fpecid  jury. — But 
furely,  when  the  Right  Hon.  Gentleman  refleded  that  no  man 
became  fubjeil  to  this  new  judicature,  except  by  his  own  choice, 
and  at  the  fame  time  compared  the  fituation  of  the  Compa- 
ny's fervants,  with  that  of  the  men  on  whofe  bravery  the  in- 
dependance  and  fafety  of  our  country  depended  (our  land  and 
naval  forces)  many  of  whom  were  forced  into  the  fervice 
againft  their  will,  and  detained  there  contrary  to  their  wifhes,  he 
could  not  pretend  to  fay,  that  if  it  were  juft  to  govern  fuch  men 
by  martial  law,  and  to  fubftitute  in  their  trials  a  Court  Martial 
for  a  jury,  it  was  any  hardfhip  on  the  fervants  of  the  .Eaft  India 
Company,  who  had  the  option  to  go  there  or  remain  at  home ; 
and  when  they  might  return  as  they  pleafed,  that  a  mode  of 
trial  fhould  be  inftituted  for  them,  different  from  that  which 
•was  generally  ufed,  and  which  they  might  entirely  avoid,  un- 
lefs  the  profits  and  advantages  of  an  Eaft-India  employment 
appeared  to  them  a  fufficient  compenfation.  The  Right  Hon, 
Gentleman  had  entered  largely  into  the  ftate  of  the  revenue  of 
the  Company's  fettlements,  and  had  calculated,  that  the  only 
increafe  he  expeded  to  hear  of,  was  an  annual  deficiency  of 
fourteen  hundred  thoufand  pounds,  and  errors  not  of  fmali  fums 
and  fraclions,  but  of  millions.  He  would  not  for  the  prefent 
•  attempt  an  cxa£l  flatement  of  the  furplus  of  the  revenues  of 
the  Eaft-Indies ;  but  he  would  only  fay,  that  he  expected  and 
believed  that  they  would  be  found,  after  fome  regulations  and 
retrenchments  had  taken  place,  to  exceed  in  a  ten -fold  propor- 
tion to  the  incumbrances  under  which  they  laboured,  any  fur- 
plus  that  might  be  hoped  for  in  this  country.  His  warmeft 
wifhes  would  indeed  be  gratified,  and  the  moft  fanguine  dreams 
that  had  ever  been  formed  of  the  profperity  of  Great-Britain 
would  be  more  than  realized,  if  it  could  be  found  that  our  re- 
fources  for  diminifhing  our  debt,  bore  any  comparifon  to  thofe 
of  the  Eaft-India  Company.  With  refpecl  to  the  fuppofed  in- 
confiftency  of  Lord  Macartney's  appointment  to  the  precedency 
over  the  general  affairs  of  the  Company,  at  the  fame  time  that 
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his  conduit  in  the  affignment  of  the  revenues  of  the  Carnatic 
was  not  approved  of,  he  defired  it  to  be  recoileiled,  that  al- 
though he  and  Mr.  Haftings  had  differed  upon  more  points 
than  one,  yet  that  affair  alone  excepted,  he  had  acted  in  fuch 
a  manner  as  entitled  him  to  the  hig.heil  applaufe  that  words 
could  poffibly  beftow.  Here  he  launched  into  a  moft  profufe 
and  warm  panegyric  on  the  character  of  Lord  Macartney,  con- 
cluding, that  from  the  whole  of  his  adminiftration  of  the  go- 
vernment of  iVladras,  he  appeared  to  be  perfetStly  eligible  to 
that  of  Bengal  j  and  particularly  as  the  only  objeit,  in  which 
his  condu6l  at  Madras  had  been  thought  objectionable,  was 
one  in  which  the  policy  of  the  meafure  was  with  Lord  Macart- 
ney, though  the  good  faith  and  credit  of  the  nation  rendered  it 
neceflary  to  make  a  facrifice ;  befides,  that  particular  object 
would  no  longer  have  been  under  Lord  Macartney's  depart-  , 
ment,  after  he  had  been  removed  to  Bengal.  He  was  happy 
to  find  the  Right  Hon.  Gentleman  entertained  fo  high  an  opi- 
nion of  the  noble  Lord,  becaufe  it  would  tend  perhaps  to  re- 
concile him  to  a  part  of  the  Eaft-India  Bill  he  fo  much  com- 
plained of,  to  find  that  a  Nobleman  of  fuch  great  reputation 
and  fuch  diftinguifhed  virtue,  had  borne,  in  the  moll  pointed 
manner,  the  teftimony  of  his  approbation  to  the  fyftem  of  call- 
ing all  perfons  returning  from  the  Company's  fervice  to  ac- 
count on  oath  for  theif  acquifitions.  For  though  that  reftric- 
tion  did  not  extend  itfelf  to  him,  yet  fo  much  did  he  approve 
the  fpirit  and  principle  of  it,  nay,  fo  neceflary  did  it  appear  to 
him  for  his  own  honour,  that  he  voluntarily  came  forward  and 
complied  with  the  claufe,  even  before  its  operation  commenced. 
And  he  hoped,  that  after  fo  illuftrious  an  example,  no  man 
would  take  upon  him  to  depreciate  the  good  policy  and  juftice 
of  the  reftridtion.  He  obferved,  that  this  action  of  Lord  Ma- 
cartney's was  in  itfelf  fo  noble,  fo  difinterefted,  and  fhewed  fo 
pointedly  the  dignified  fentimcnts  by  which  he  was  actuated, 
that  even  if  his  opinion  of  that  nobleman's  virtue  and  charac- 
ter were  inferior  to  that  of  the  Right  Hon.  Gentleman  j  nay, 
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had  he  even  difapproved  of  his  general  condu<5l  in  his  govern- 
ment, yet  this  aclion  alone  would  have  been  fufficient  to  atone 
for  all  former  mifcarriages,  and  to  have  entitled  him  to  the 
higheft  glory  and  the  loudeft  applaufe.  He  had,  he  faid,  been 
called  upon  by  the  Right  Hon.  Gentleman  to  declare,  whether 
the  event  had  juftified  the  confident  aflurances  that  had  been 
given  by  him  and  his  friends,  that  his  Bill  would  be  received 
with  joy  and  gratitude  in  India  ?  He  faid,  that  if  fuch  aflurances 
had  been  given,  it  would  then  be  fair  to  expect  that  theyfjiould 
be  fulfilled.  But,  in  fadl,  nothing  of  that  fort  had  dropped 
from  him.  The  Bill  was  a  reftri6live  bill,  and  as  fuch  it  could 
not  be  expected  that  it  would  be  received  with  any  fanguine 
marks  of  approbation,  by  thofe  on  whom  its  reftrictions  were 
to  operate.  But  this  laft  recited  inftance  proved,  that  how- 
ever inquiry  and  fcrutiny  may  militate  againft  the  inclinations 
of  the  unjuft  and  diftionourable,  the  man  of  true  virtue  and 
integrity  will  be  always  ambitious  to  meet  them. 

So  far,  he  faid,  he  had  followed  the  Right  Hon.  Gentleman 
in  fuch  parts  of  his  fpeech  as  were  entirely  foreign  to  the  fub- 
jecl.  He  fhould  now  return  to  thofe  parts  which  were  imme- 
diately within  the  compafs  of  the  queftion.  He  was  glad  to 
find,  that  the  Right  Hon.  Gentleman  had  changed  his  fentiments 
fo  completely  on  the  fubjedt  of  the  finances  fmce  laft  feffions; 
he  remembered,  that  at  that  time  thejlight  Hon.  Gentleman 
declared  it  as  his  firm  and  fixed  opinion,  that  the  revenue  would 
be  found  to  fall  fliort,  by  at  leaft  fourteen  hundred  thcufand 
pounds,  either  of  the  annual  expenditure  of  the  kingdom,  or  of  that 
fum  that  was  to  leave  one  million  furplus  for  the  diminifhing  of 
the  national  debt,  for  which  of  the  two  the  Right  Hon.  Gen- 
tleman had  declared  himfelf  at  a  lofs  to  determine  :  however, 
in  either  cafe  there  muft  have  been  a  confiderable  deficiency  ; 
and  yet  now  the  Right  Hon.  Gentleman  declared,  that  no  per- 
fon  could  have  ever  doubted  but  there  muft  be  f:me  furplus. 
Mr.  Pitt  here  enlarged  upon  the  flighting  manner  in  which  Mr. 
Fox  had  treated  the  whole  internal  bufinefs  of  the  country ;  he 
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haJ  for  inftance  laid,  that  there  was  fcarccly  any  part  of  the 
Speech  worthy  of  confideratlon ;  and   when  he  came  to  lpc::lc 
of  the   increafe   of  the  revenue,  he   only  exprefl'ed   himfcif  by 
the  trivial  term— -^'}//;t-  furplus.     Having  dwelt  for  Tome  time  on 
the  abfurdity  of  the  idea,  that  a  propcfal  for  diminiihing  the 
burthens  of  the  country,  eftabliftiing  her  credit,  and  ilren^th- 
ening  her  refources,  were  fubjecls  fcarce  worthy  of  confidera- 
tion,  and  that  in  the  eye  of  a  Gentleman,  who  had  thought 
the  leagues  and  views  of  almoft  every  other  State  of  Europe 
worthv  of  the  attention  of  Parliament.     He  proceeded  to  de- 
clare that  it  would  fhortly  appear,  that  the  furplus  of  the  re- 
venue would  be  found  fo  confiderable  and  important,  and  would 
prove  to  the  Right  Hon,   Gentleman,   tiiat  the  contemptuous 
expreffion  he  had   made  ufe  of  was  highly  inapplicable.     A 
queftion  had  been  ftarted,  through  what  means  this  furplus  had 
accrued,  and  whether  the  honour  refulting  from  it  belonged 
to  his  Majefty's  Minifters  ?  Into  th::t  queftion  he  found  him- 
felf  very  little  inclined  to  enter,  it  was  enough  for  him  that 
the  furplus  did  exift ;  and  the  fatisfec^ion  he  felt  at  the  comforta- 
ble profpe<5l  it  afforded  to  his  country,  was  fufficient  to  abforb 
and   overpower  every  idea  of  a  perfonal  nature  that  it  could 
poffibly  give  rife  to.     He  drew  the  moft  exhilarating  picture  of 
what  the  fituation  of  this  country  would  be,  after  a  few  vears 
fhould  have  (hewn  the  pra£licabilit)' of  applying  the  redundance 
of  the  revenue,  to  the  vifible  and  progreflive  diminution  of  the 
national  debt.     He  next  adverted  to  Mr.  Fox's  obfervations 
on   the  fubjecl  of  the  Irifh  arrangement,  and  expofed,  in  the 
moft  pointed  terms,  the  impropriety  of  fpeaking  on  a  fubjetSt 
of  fuch  delicacy,  in  the  unguarded  and  inSammatorv  manner 
they  had  heard. 

He  muft,  however,  he  faid,  notwithftanding  his  own  difap- 
probation  of  fuch  language,  do  the  Right  Hon.  Gentleman  the 
juftice  to  acknowledge,  that  he  was  convinced  he  muft  have 
had  lome  public  good  in  view  in  what  he  had  faid,  for  he 
could  not  poffiWy  conceive  any  perfonal  motive  for  introducing 
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certain  toplcks  which  had  been  made  ufe  of  j  he  had  accordingly 
delivered  his  fentiments  fully  and  clearly,  notvvithftanding  the 
difagreeable  feelings  they  muft  have  given  rife  to,  and  in  de- 
fiance of  that  fharpefl:  of  all  ftings,  his  own  invedtive.  He  had 
in  the  plainePc  and  mofl  unequivocal  manner  declared,  that  no 
enemy  to  the  Britifh  Empire  could  polnbly  accomplifh  his  ma- 
licious defigns  againft  it  in  fo  effectual  a  manner,  as  by  im- 
preffing  the  fifter  kingdoms  with  an  idea,  that  their  interefts 
.  were  incompatible,  and  that  the  advantage  of  one  muft  naturally 
imply  the  detriment  of  the  other.  He  brought  back  the  recol- 
leftion  of  the  Houfe  to  the  origin  of  fuch  a  doftrine,  pointing 
out,  that  during  the  difcuffion  of  the  whole  of  the  Irifli  bufmeff, 
while  he  and  his  friends  uniformly  endeavoured  to  argue  on  the 
grounds  of  mutual  and  reciprocal  advantage  to  each  kingdom, 
they  v/cre  anfv/ered  from  the  other  fide  of  the  Houfe  by  argu- 
ments, which  had  for  their  bafis  nothing  elfe  but  this  now  re- 
probated idea,  of  the  incompatibility  of  Engliiih  and  Irifli  in- 
terefts  ;  from  whence  it  was  inferred,  that  an  arrangement  to 
benefit  one  country,  muft  proportionably  injure  the  other.  He 
animadverted  with  great  fcverity  on  the  words  ufed  by  Mr,  Fox, 
that  the  tr/o  countries  were  in  a  fituation  fmiilar  to  that  which 
precedes  the  commencement  of  a  war — one  having  made  de- 
mands with  which  the  other  had  refufed  to  comply.  This  he 
fully  expofed,  by  fuppofing  a  number  of  cafes,  both  of  a  pub- 
lic and  private  nature,  in  which  demands  m.uft  neceflarily  be 
made,  that  the  party  cannot  be  fure  will  be  acceded  to  ;  nor 
could  any  matter  of  arrangement,  of  bargain,  or  of  com,pa6l, 
in  which  fuch  a  riik,  if  rifiC  it  could  be  called,  muft  be  incur- 
red. He  put  a  cafe  of  two  friends  proceeding  to  fettle  an  ac- 
count, but  fuddenly  interrupted  by  fome  good-natured  friend 
fuggefting  the  danger  of  any  prcpofal  being  made  by  one,  until 
there  was  a  certainty  the  other  would  agree  to  it — foj,  in  that 
cafe,  fays  the  mediator,  you  muft  go  to  war. — He  then  reca- 
pitulated the  arguments  ufed  in  the  former  feflions,  to  juftify 
the  order  in  which  the  different  fteps  of  the  Irifh  negociation 
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had  been  conduced,  lamented  their  faiUire,  and  exprelTeu  his 
fincere  regret,  that  while  this  country  had  to  contemplate  the 
pleafing  profped  before  her,  and  the  prefent  profperous  Trate  of 
her  affairs,  fhe  had  not  been  able  hitherto  to  extend  the  bleflings 
ftill  farther,  by  communicating  thofe  of  her  commerce  to  the 
fifter  kingdom. 

Mr.  Fox  rofe  to  explain  as  foon  as  the  Chancellor  of  the  Ex-  M^--  F^*- 
chequer  fat  down,  and  complained  of  grofs  mifreprefentation. 
Mr.  Fox  faid,  when  he  had  obferved,  that  not  being  a  Minifler 
he  could  talk  more  freely  than  a  Minifter  could  upon  the  fub- 
jedl,  in  relation  to  foreign  powers,  he  meant  not  that  he,  any  * 
more  than  the  Right  Hon.  Gentleman,  was  warranted  to  fay 
any  thing  in  that  Houfe  criminal  in  its  nature,  or  injurious  to 
the  interefls  of  his  country.    What  he  alluded  to  was,  he  might 
talk  of  France,  as  the  natural  enemy  of  Great'Brltain,  and  the 
like,  which  it  would  not  be  decent  for  the  Right  Hon.  Gentle- 
man to  do.     With  regard  to  the  ingenuity  of  the  Right  Hon. 
Gentleman,  in  putting  the  cafe  of  two  private  men  fettling  an 
account,  and  the  abfurdity  of  contending  that  they  ought  to 
be  precluded  from  previoufly  difcuffing  it ;  great  as  the  abfur- 
dity might  be,  Mr.  Fox  declared,  he  was  willing  to  take  the 
whole  of  it  upon  himfelf,  when  he  contended,  that  in  great 
queftions  that  required  a  fettlement  between  two  Princes,  two 
Parliaments  or  two  powers,  certain   important  confiderations 
would   arife,  which  it  would  be  highly  impolitic  to  difcufs  or 
agitate  at  all,  without  being  pretty  certain  before-hand,  that 
both  parties  would  agree  upon  them  ultimately.     He  took  no- 
tice of  Mr.  Pitt's  argument  relative  to  guaranteeing  Hanover, 
and  faid,  undoubtedly  if  Hanover  fuftained  an  injury  in  con- 
fequence  of  the  part  the  policy  of  Great-Britain  might  diclate' 
to  her  to  purfue  in  cafe  of  a   war  in   Germany,  Great-Britain 
muft  guarantee  her,  as  fhe  always  had  done.     All  he  had  con- 
tended for  was,  that  Minifters  had  no  right  to  difable  Great- 
Britain  from  fubfequently  ading  with  the  Emperor,  if  it  iliould 
appear  that  it  would  moft  promote  the  Britifti  intereft.     Mr. 
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Fox  alfo  faid,  if  he  was  to  underftand  the  Right  Hon.  Gentle- 
man, as  difavowing  any  refponfibility  for  the  advice  the  Britifh 
Minifters  gave  his  M?jefty  as  Elector  of  Hanover,  he  went  a 
great  way  farther  than  he  imagined  any  man  would  have  ven- 
tured. 
Mr.W.Pitt.       The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  {^lid,  he  v/as  ready  at  any 
time  to  meet  the  Right  Hon.  Gentleman  on  the  queftion  of 
tlie  refponfibility  of  Minifters,  for  the  condu^St  of  his  Majefty 
as  Ele£lor  of  Hanover,  refpe6ling  his  own  hereditary  Eledtoral 
territory;  he  had   not  denied   refponfibility   as  to   that  point; 
but  had  contended,  that  there  was  no  occafion  for  his  Majefty's 
Minifters  to  caufe  his  Majefty,  at  that  period,  to  fignify  to  his 
Parliament  what  had  been  done  by  him  as  Elector  of  Hanover. 
Mr.  Fox.         Mr.  Fox  faid  a  few  words  more  in  explanation. 
Mr.Francis.      jVJr.  Francis  faid,  that  when  he  came  into  the  Houfe,  he  had 
no  thoughts  of  taking  part  in  any  debate  that  might  arife  that 
day;  that  he  feldom  troubled  the  Houfe,  and  never  long;  that 
fome  things,  which  had  fallen  from  Mr.  Pitt,  compelled  him 
now  to  rife,  and  to  requeft  their  attention  for  a  few  minutes. 
That  Mr.  Pitt,  in  fpeaking  of  our  affairs  in  India,  had  given  a 
very  flattering  defcription  of  them,  and  had  advanced  many  fa- 
vourable afiertions  concerning  them,  which  he  could  aflure  the 
Houfe  were  utterly  groundlefs  :  that  the  reverfe  of  every  thing 
which  Mr.  Pitt  had  affirmed  was  the  truth,  and  that  he  would 
prove  it   to  be  fo  from  authority;  which  he  was  fure  that  A'lr. 
Dundas  at  leaft,  who  ought  to  know  fomethlng  of  the  matter, 
would  not  controvert.     That  the  Houfe  had  often  heard  the 
fame  fort  of  language  from  Mr.  Pitt:  that,  \n  former  times,  he 
might  have  been  excuf.ible  in  holding  out  hopes  and  promifes, 
on  which  it  was  poflible  he  himfelf  might  have  depended  ;  but 
that  now,  with  the  certain   knowledge  that  all  his  profefled 
hopes  had  been  difappointed,  and  with  the  experience  of  two 
years  before  him,  in  which  his  promifes  had  completely  failed, 
his  continuing  to  hold  the  fame  language  was  unpardonable. 
That  Mr.  Pitt  had  joined  with  the  Diredors  in  deceiving  the 
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public,  or  at  leaft  had  given  them  countenance  in  endeavouring 
to  do  fo.  With  refpeft  to  the  ftate  of  the  Company's  finances 
in  India,  Mr.  Francis  faid,  that  fo  far  from  their  being  in  tha^ 
flourifliing  condition  reprefented  by  Mr.  Pitt,  they  were  in  as 
great,  or  greater  diftrefs  than  ever.  That  at  Bombay  they  had 
no  revenue  at  all  proportioned  to  their  current  expence :  that 
the  bonded  debt  there  now  amounted  to  three  millions  fterling, 
which  bore  an  intereft  of  nine  per  cent,  per  ann.  and  was 
continually  increafing  by  hair-yearly  converfions  of  the  interell 
into  capital.  That  he  did  not  know  what  the  amount  of  the 
debt  at  Madras  might  be,  but  he  knew  it  was  confiderable,  and 
that  that  prefidency  was  finking  under  its  diftrefles.  In  proof 
of  this  aflertion,  he  read  part  of  a  letter  from  Mr,  Macpher- 
fon  to  the  Court  of  Directors,  dated  30th  July,  1785,  as  fol- 
lows : — ■"  In  the  Carnatic  your  late  orders  have  been  carried 
into  fome  effeilj  the  general  ruin  which  that  country  has  un- 
dergone from  the  devaftation  of  war,  will  keep  your  affairs  in 
that  quarter  a  long  time  in  diftrefs." 

He  then  reminded  the  Houfe  of  the  error,  of  which  he  had 
already  conviifled  the  Directors  in  their  calculation  and  pro- 
mifes  exhibited  to  the  Houfe  above  two  years  ago.  That  he 
had  convi£led  them  of  promifing  a  furplus  of  above  a  million 
and  an  half  fterling  in  the  Bengal  revenues  on  the  firft  of  May, 
1785,  which  they  were  to  apply  to  the  difcharge  of  their  debts, 
but  which,  in  effe6l,  turned  out  a  deficiency  to  more  than  that 
amount  J  fo  that  their  eftimates  had  impofed  upon  Parliament 
to  the  amount  of  more  than  three  millions  fterling  in  the  re- 
venues of  one  year.  But  the  language,  then  held  in  defence 
of  that  error,  was,  that  their  eftimate  did  not  include  fome  ex- 
pences  which  could  not  be  forefeen ;  that  it  relied  on  favings, 
which,  as  it  happened,  could  not  be  made  in  that  fpecific  year, 
and  that  it  provided  for  all  the  arrears  of  the  army,  and  all  the 
outftanding  charges  of  the  war;  but  that  in  the  enfuing  year, 
no  fimilar  caufes  of  expence  would  exlft ;  that  wonderful  re- 
forms would  take  place,  and  manifold  favings  would  arife  out 
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of  them  ;  that  the  revenues  of  Bengal  v^ould  exhibit  a  farplus 
beyond  all  doubt  and  contradiction,  fufficient  to  make  a  con- 
fiderable  diminution  of  their  debt :  that  Mr.  Pitt  even  now 
continued  to  hold  the  fame  fort  of  language,  and  talked  of  fur- 
pUifTes  in  the  Indian  revenue,  under  the  inftant  application  of 
vhich  all  their  debts  and  incumbrances  would  fpeedily  be  an- 
nihilated. 

Mr.  Francis  faid,  he  hoped  that  the  Right  Kon.  Gentleman, 
when  he  talked  of  the  actual  exiftence  of  means  .to  conftitute 
a  powerful  Sinking  Fund  at  home,  fpoke  with  better  know- 
ledge and  information  of  the  fubjeil  than  he  appeared  to  poffefs 
concerning  the  Indian  revenues.  That,  fo  far  from  having  a 
furplus  in  Bengal,  even  in  this  third  year  of  peace,  when  fo 
much  oeconomy  had  been  promifcd,  the  balance  of  the  bftimate 
of  refources  and  difburfernents  for  the  year  ending.  May  i, 
1785,  was  againfl  the  CompanV'  to  the  amount  of  twelve  hun- 
dred thoufand  pounds  flerling:  that  their  bonded  debt  and  un- 
fatisfied  demands  on  the  Treafury,  by  the  laft  accounts,  amount- 
ed to  three  millions  rteriing,  and  that  this  debt  was  evidently 
in  a  couife  of  increafe  rather  than  diminution,  and  muft  con- 
tinue fo,  as  long  as  their  current  expcnces  exceeded,  as  they 
ftill  did,  their  current  refources.  With  refpedl:  to  the  boafted 
reform  v.-hich  had  been  fo  much  and  fo  often  fpoken  of,  he  faid, 
that  it  had  yet  produced  no  material  cfFecl ;  and  in  fupport  of 
this,  read  another  pallage  fi'om  the  letter  from  Mr,  Macpher- 
"fon  as  follov/s :  "  The  great  and  moft  important  work  of  a  re- 
form in  the  expences  of  this  Governinent,  which  was  refolved 
upon,  and  in  fome  degree  begun  before  the  departure  of  Mr. 
Haflings,  has  been  carried  through  under  every  influence  that 
1  could  exert,  and  every  effort  of  the  abilities  of  your  prefent 
Adminiftracion.  I  muf!:,  at  the  fame  time,  regret,  that  the 
progrefs  made  in  this  falutary  meafure  is  not  equal  to  my  wifhes, 
nor  has  it  in  any  very  alleviating  degree  relieved  yourdiftreffes." 
With  refpe6t  to  the  late  India  Bill,  the  merits  and  good 
efFe^iS'of  which  Mr.   Pitt  had  exalted   in  high  terms,    Mr. 
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Francis  begged  leave  to  remind  the   Houfe,  that  he  had  op- 
pofed  it  in  every  ftage,  without  knowing  or  confidering  how 
it  was  likely  to  be  received  in    India,     That  he  had  oppofed 
it  on  what  he  thought  the  true  principles  of  this  conftitution, 
bccaufe    it  invaded    the    original   and-  unalienable    rights    of 
a  confiderable  part  of  his  fellow-fubje£ls,  which  they  had  not 
acquired  by  their  virtues,  and,  if  they  were  ever  fo  criminal, 
could  not  forfeit  by  their  crimes  ;  that  is,  to  be  tried  by  a  Jury 
of  their  Peers,  however  enormous  the  magnitude  of  their  of- 
fences might  be.      That  it  was  plain  he  adled  on  this  principle 
alone,  fmce  it  was  well  known,  that  his  conne'Sions  with  the 
Gentlemen  of  India  were  not  very  intimate  or  extenfive  j  con- 
fequently,  that  there  v;as  no  perfonal  reafon,  why  he  fhould  be 
particularly  forward  in  their  defence.     That  he  knew  many  of 
them  to  be  worthy  men ;  but,  if  he  had  thought  otherwifc,  his 
conduft  v/ould  have  been  the  fame.     That  it  was  very) remark- 
able, that,  while  he  had  done  his  utmofl  to  oppofe  the  Bill,  the 
perfoiis   who  fupported  it  moft  ftrenaoufly,  and  v/ho  in  effe6l 
carried  it  into  a  law,  were  the  friends,  the  relations,  and  the 
companions  of  thofe  againft  whom  the  law  was  to  operate;  that 
it  was  fliameful  to  fee  the  fame  perfons,  who,  if  v/ealth  implied 
guilt,  were  the  mod  guilty,  who  had  returned  from  India  loaded 
with  fortune,  and  now  fat  in  Parliament  fecure  againil  all  en- 
quiry— to  fee  thefe  very  perfons   making  laws  to  reftrain  and 
punifn,  with  unheard-of  fe verity,  others,  at  leaft  as  meritorious 
as  themfelves,  and  certainly  more  innocent,  that  is,  as  far  as 
poverty  implies  innocence.     That  the  only  perfons  upon  Vv'hom 
the  law  would  bear,  and  againfi:  whom  it  would  operate,  were 
thofe  who  had  not  acquired  fortune  enough  to  leave  India  before 
the  time  limited  by  the  vSc  for  the  commeacement  of  the  In- 
quifition  :   whereas  to  all  thofe  who  had  already  acquired  fortune 
enough  to  be  able   to  come  to  England  before  January  1787, 
this  boafted  law  held  out  indulgence,  fecurity,  and  protcdlion  j 
that  is,  it  deferred  the  exertion,  and   application  of  all  its  ri- 
gour, until  thofe  who  ought  to  be  the  objeds  of  its  feverity  had 
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put  themfelves  under  fhelter,  and  out  of  the  reach  of  enquiry. — 
Mr.  Francis  faid,  that  while  the  Bill  was  depending,  he  had 
fpoken  of  it  with  a  detcftation  and  abhorrence  which  it  might 
not  be  decent  to  apply  to  an  exifling  law :  but  he  hoped,  that 
before  the  end  of  the  prefent  Seffion,  he  fiiould  fee  fome  attempt 
made  to  repeal  this  law  entirely,  or,  if  that  could  not  be  ob- 
tained, at  leaft  to  repeal  that  part  of  it  which  invaded  the  rights, 
and  attacked  the  freedom  of  the  nation  at  large  :  that  he  ftood 
upon  tlie  z^'i/s  ant'iqna  of  the  Conftitution,  the  unalienable  right 
of  every  Englifhman  to  a  trial  by  his  Peers ;  that  Mr.  Pitt  hacj 
endeavoured  to  abolifh  the  trial  by  Jury  in  one  inflance,  and 
defend  it  by  arguments  which  would  equally  ripply  to  other  cafes 
and  other  clafies  of  men.  That  thefe  v/ere  the  fteps  by  which 
the  v/oift  principles  were  gradually  eftablifhed,  and  the  befl 
political  inftitutions  fooner  or  later  fubvcrted.  That  the  fail  of 
itfelf  was  dangerous,  and  the  doctrines  by  which  it  was  fupport- 
ed  equally  weak  and  profligate.  Firft,  that  Mr.  Pitt  had  de- 
clared, that  military  men,  that  our  foldiers  and  failors,  had 
voluntary  renounced  that  privilege,  of  which  the  Eafl-India 
Company's  fervants  were  deprived  by  this  law;  and  that  at  all 
events  it  was  no  hardlhip  to  thofe  perfons,  fmce  they  were  at 
liberty  to  choofe  whether  they  would  continue  in  the  Company's 
fcrvice  or  not,  and  had  fufficicnt  time  allowed  them  to  make 
their  option.  That,  in  the  firft  place,  the  conclufion  drawn 
from  the  flate  and  circumftances  of  military  men  to  the  other 
members  of  the  community  was  falfc  and  abfurd.  That  if  any 
army  \\?s  admitted  to  be  necefiary,  it  followed  that  military 
men  mull  be  governed  by  the  ftri6l  rules  of  military  difcipline  ; 
and  that  as  to  themfelves  they  fuffered  no  injuftice,  fince  they 
previoufly  knew  what  they  had  to  truft  to.  But  that  if  fuch  a 
conclufion  could  fairly  be  drawn  froni  the  difcipline  of  the  army 
to  deprive  the  reft  of  the  community  of  their  civil  rights,  it  was 
a  reafon,  ftrongcr  than  any  we  had  ever  had,  forcurfins;  the  in- 
trodudlion  of  a  ftanding  army  into  the  conftitution  of  this 
j:ountry.     That  it  was  abfplutely  falfe  that  an  option  was  given 
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to  the  Company's  fervants.  The  perfons  in  queftion  were  al- 
ready engaged  in  that  fervice  ;  they  had  ferved  in  it  many  j'ears  ; 
they  had  acquired  no  fortune ;  their  fole  dependance  fefted  on 
the  occupation  in  which  they  were  engaged,  and  all  their  pro- 
fpe6ts  in  life  were  confined  to  it.  Was  it  an  option  to  fuch  per- 
fons to  tell  them,  that  if  they  did  not  accept  of  the  terms  newly 
impofed  upon  them,  they  were  at  liberty  to  come  home  ?  That 
is,  if  they  did  not  fubmit  to  give  up  their  birthright  by  flaying 
in  India,  they  might  preferve  their  birthright  by  a  furrender  of 
all  their  claims  and  merits  in  the  India  Company's  fervice,  and 
return  to  ftarve  in  England. 

Mr.  Francis  faid,  that  he  obje6led  to  the  law  as  fubverfive  of 
the  principles  of  the  conftitution,  and  not  to  be  juftified  by  any 
precedents  oppofed  to  principles.  That  he  never  would  admit 
that  the  King,  Lords,  and  Commons  had  a  right  to  take  the 
trial  by  jury  out  of  the  Englilh  conftitution.  That  Mr.  Pitt's 
telling  the  people  in  India  what  they  were  to  expetl  if  they  con- 
tinued there,  was  no  anfwer  to  the  objecftion.  That  on  the 
fame  principle  he  might  have  introduced  the  rack  and  the  tor- 
ture, and,  provided  he  gave  them  timely  notice  of  his  intention, 
the  parties  concerned  would  have  no  right  to  obje£l  to  it ;  for 
that,  if  they  were  unwilling  to  fubmit  to  the  rack  and  the  tor- 
ture, it  depended  on  themfelves  to  leave  the  country  before  the 
law  began  to  operate. 

Mr.  Francis  cautioned  the  perfons  who  had  the  management 
of  India  affairs,  to  a£l  with  prudence  and  circumfpedion  in  the 
prefent  crifis :  but  that  this  was  a  fubjeil  on  which  he  thought 
it  right  to  fpeak  with  great  referve,  wifhing  them  only  to  re- 
member, that  Bengal  was  utterly  unaflTailable  by  the  power  of 
Great-Britain.  He  concluded  with  faying,  that  he  lamented 
the  precedent  unneceffarily  eftabliftied  by  this  law  of  deprivint^ 
Britifti  fubjeds  of  the  trial  by  Jury,  for  many  reafons :  Firft, 
for  the  injury  v/hich  it  did  to  the  community  at  large  as  a 
dangerous  example ;  fecondly,  for  the  fake  of  the  perfons  im- 
mediately affeded  by  it  3  and  finally  for  a  reafon,  which,  though 
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of  much  lefs  importance,  he  confefTed  was  particularly  painful 
to  himfelf,  from  the  refpe6l  he  bore  to  the  memory  of  a  noble 
relation  to  Mr.  Pitt;  that  he  was  forry  to  fee  that   two  ideas 
which  he  never  thought  could  under  any  pofliblc  fuppofition  be 
united — that  of  the  name  of  the  Right  Honourable  Gentleman, 
and  of  the  deftru6tion  of  the  trial  by  Jury,  fliould  belong  to  one 
another,  and  be  delivered  down  to  pofterity  together. 
Mr.H.Dun-      Mr.  H.  Diindas^  in  a  fhort  fpeech,  fupported  the  new  Indian 
Bill.     With  regard   to  the  lltuation  of  affairs  in  that  quarter 
of  the  world,  he  declared,  that  he  was  ready  at  any  time  to 
meet  the  Hon.  Gentleman,  or  any  other  upon  the  fubjeil.     He 
contemned  all  malverfation,  and  was  not  a  little  furprifed  that 
Gentlemen  ftiould  a£l  fo  hoftilely  and  unfairly  to  the  prefent 
fyftem.     He  was  of  opinion,  that  the  fituation  of  affairs  in  In- 
dia, was  not  fo   melancholy  or  alarming  as   the  Right  Hon. 
Gentleman    had    iniinuated.      He  was  fully  convinced,    that 
when  the   diff'ercnt  papers  came  to  be  confidered,  and  a  can- 
did inveffigation  made,  that  there  v/ould  be  a  conffderable  fur- 
plus  of  money,  which  ttiight  be  appropriated  to  the  difcharge 
of   the  debt.      The  devaftation  which   had  refulted  from  the 
late  war,  had  certainly  deprefled  the  country  very  conffderably  ; 
but  it  v/ould  fcon  recover  from  the  public  calamity.     The  re- 
fources  of   the  Empire   were  various  and  certain;  and   there 
Was  every  reafon  to  believe,  that  the  Company  would  refume 
their   former   power    and  opulence,    notwithflanding  the'  evil 
machinations  of  certain  pcrfons,   who  triumphed  on  the  ap- 
pearance of  poverty  or  temporary  misfortunes.     The  laftinews 
from  the  Eaft,  however  Gentlemen  might  pleafe  to  mifconftrue 
the  t^eneral  tenor  of  the  intelligence,  conveyed  the  moft  agree- 
able information  concerning  our  affairs,  and  promifed  a  fpeedy 
renovation  and  increafe   of  our  revenue.     Every  country,  on 
the  concksfion  of  a  long  and  expenffve  war,  neceflarily  fuffered 
from   the  general    devaftation;    therefore  the   communication 
which  the  Hon.  Gentleman  had  giv^n  the  Houfe,  from  the 
two  fcraps  of  paper  which  he  had  oftentatioufly  difplayed,  con- 
tained 
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tained  nothing  remarkable  01  extraordinary.  He  then  inveighed 
againft  the  Hon.  Gentleman's  infidious  and  implicated  mode  of 
procedure ;  and  aflerted,  that  he  endeavoured  to  do  more  in- 
jury by  infinuat'ion^  than  the  Right  Hon.  Gentleman  (Mr.  Fox) 
vs^as  able  to  accomplifli,  by  a  powerful  difplay  of  the  moft  en- 
gaging eloquence.  Such  inlinuations,  delivered  in  a  dark, 
and  apparently  candid  manner,  operated  more  ilrongly  on  the 
intellects  of  men,  than  the  mofc  wonderful  exertion  of  his 
Hon.  Friend  would,  during  the  fafcinating  detail  of  a  long  win- 
ter's evening. 

Mr.  Franch  fiiortly  replied,  and  faid,  the  fame  excufe  had  Mr.Francis. 
been  urged  year  after  year ;  he  afked,  were  the  v/ar  expences 
never  to  be  wound  up  ?  He  pledged  himfelf  to  prove  the  ftate- 
ment  utterly  falfe  in  the  particulars  to  which  he  had  alluded. 

Major  Scott  rofe  after  Mr.  Francis,  and  faid,  that  if  he  had  r.CajorScott. 
fuppcfed  the  firft  day  of  the  feffion  would  have  been  the  proper 
time  for  reading  letters  from  India,  he  would  have  brought  three 
or  four  letters  in  his  pocket  too,  for  the  information  of  the 
Houfe.  He  could  not,  however,  help  obferving,  how  very  fal- 
lacious the  Hon.  Gentleman's  ftatementof  the  finances  in  Beno-al 
was.  The  apparent  balance  was  one  hundred  and  fixteen  lacks 
againft  the  Company,  but  one  hundred  and  forty-four  lacks  were 
either  fcnt  to  our  fettlements  in  India,  or  employed  in  the  pur- 
chafe  of  an  inveftmcnt.  The  arrears  of  the  army  were  47  lacks, 
thofe  of  the  civil  fervice  15  or  16.  Several  bills  drawn  from 
Madras  and  Bombay  had  been  accepted,  and  not  paid,  though 
all  included  in  the  eftimate  of  difourfements  ;  and  if  thefe  fums 
had  been  applied  to  the  liquidation  of  the  debt,  a  confiderable 
balance  would  have  remained  in  favour  of  Bengal.  But  as 
the  Honourable  Gentleman  had  ftated  facts,  any  perfon  would 
naturally  conclude  that  the  annual  expences  of  Bcn2;al,  exceed- 
ed the  annual  revenues  116  lacks  of  rupees,  when  in  fact  there 
was  a  balance  in  favour  of  Bengal  to  a  much  larger  amount. 
Major  Scott  faid,  the  Hon.  Gentleman  had  alluded  to  him  as  one 
o;"  the  fupporters  of  the  India-Bill.     He  avowed  it  \  but  if  any 
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thing  he  ever  faid  in  that  Houfe  was  worthy  of  being  recollecled, 
he  could  appeal  to  every  Gentleman  to  prove,  that  he  had  in- 
variably oppofed  the  ftrange  prejudices  vv^hich  had  been  entertain- 
ed againft  the  Company's  Servants,  and  had  proved,  that  the  na- 
tion and  the  Houfe  had  been  mifled  in  various  inftances.  With 
refpe6l  to  the  new  mode  of  trial  he  fupported  it  upon  this  princi- 
ple, and  upon  this  principle  he  ever  (hould  fupport  it :  that  it  was 
infinitely  better  for  a  perfonwhohadbeen  or  was  in  India,  to  have 
his  condu£l  inveftigated  by  a  Court  fo  conftituted  as  the  one  under 
the  India  Bill  was,  than  that  a  Seled  Committee  of  the  Houfe  of 
Commons  fhould  fit  for  three  years  together  examining  evidence 
againft  him  in  part,  and  circulating  or  fufFering  their  Reports 
to  be  circulated  without  proofs  or  vouchers,  in  the  fhape  of 
pamphlets,  through  every  town  and  village  in  Great-Britain, 
as  was  adually  the  cafe  in  the  laft  Houfe  of  Commons,  in  or- 
der to  prejudice  the  nation  againft  a  man,  who  had  performed 
great  and  important  fervices  to  the  Company  and  the  State 
during  the  late  war,  which  ended  honourably  arid  glorious  in 
India,  though  unfortunately  every  where  elfe.  It  was  in  this 
comparative  view  that  he  had  approved,  and  ftill  approved 
of  the  new  Court  of  Judicature.  With  refpe61:  to  the  claufe 
compelling  the  declaration  of  fortunes,  and  which  had  been  the 
moft  difliked  in  India,  he  had  approved  of  that  too,  as  a  facri- 
fice  to  the  prejudices  of  the  hour.  He  had  no  objection  to  de- 
clare the  amount  of  his  own  fortune,  and  upon  a  former  occa- 
fion  he  had  faid  Mr.  Haftings  would  declare  the  amount  of 
his. — [A  Member  called  out  acrofs  the  Houfe,  why  does  he 
not  do  it  ?] — Major  Scott  replied,  he  had  offered  and  was  ready 
to  do  it,  and  the  DireiStors  had  known  long  ago  that  his  for- 
tune was  very  inconfiderable ;  but  as  an  ail  of  compulfion,  it 
was  highly  difagreeable  to  Gentlemen  in  India.  And  here  Ma- 
jor Scott  defined  to  fet  a  Right  Hon.  Gentleman  righ:  as  to 
Lord  Macartney.  That  noble  Lord  had  tranfmitted  to  the 
Court  of  Directors,  near  two  years  ago,  an  account  of  his  for- 
tune as  it  then  flood,  in  confequence  of  a  complaint  from  the 

Nabob, 
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Nabob,  and  the  prefent  account  was  merely  a  continuation  of 
the  laft,  up  to  the  period  of  his  refignation,  and  not  in  com- 
pliance with  an  acl  that  had  not  taken  efre<5V,,  or  a  proof  of 
his  approbation  of  it. 

Mr.  Martin  ftated  his  forrow  to  have  occafion  to  remark  Mr.Martm. 
any  thing  that  told  againft  a  Miniftry,  of  whom  he  entertained 
a  high  opinion  ;  but  he  thought  the  fending  and  maintaining 
an  Ambaflador  to  the  Court  of  Madrid  for  two  years  together, 
when  it  was  notorious  the  noble  Lord  appointed  had  never  en- 
tered Spain,  an  abufe  of  oeconomy  that  ought  to  be  put  a 
ft  op  to. 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  rofe  to  reply  to  the  Hon,  Gen-  Mi-.W.Pitt. 
tleman  who  had  juft  fat  down.  He  faid,  that  the  remarks  of  fuch 
a  refpeiSlable  Member  always  deferved  immediate  attention  ; 
and  he  would  be  happy  to  convince  him,  that  his  conduct 
merited  his  friendihip  and  fupport. With  regard  to  allow- 
ing a  falary  to  an  Ambaflador  for  the  Court  of  Spain,  it  had 
been  agreed  to  from  a  principle  of  policy;  becaufe  at  the 
time  when  the  Noble  Lord  was  appointed,  an  Ambafl!ador  was 
expected  from  thence  to  this  Court.  The  Noble  Lord  (Chef- 
terfield)  who  had  accepted  the  appointment,  certainly,  from  his 
knowledge  and  ability,  had  every  claim  to  fuch  a  diftindtion. 
He  now,  however,  rofe  to  inform  his  Hon.  Friend  and  the 
Houfe,  that  his  Majefty,  after  confidering  the  circumftance  al- 
luded to,  had  been  gracioufly  pleafed  to  approve  of  his  Lord- 
{hip's  condudl ;  but,  at  the  fame  time,  to  order  his  immediate 
return  to  this  country.  This  communication,  he  hoped  would 
fatisfy  the  Houfe,  and  convince  every  unprejudiced  mind,  that 
his  Majefty's  Minifters  were  refolved  to  adopt  the  moft  rigorous 
plans  of  ceconomy. 

Mr.  Francis  fpokc  concerning  the  expenditure  of  money  on  Mr.Franeis. 
fuch  an  occafion ;  but  he  delivered  himfelf  fo  indiftindly,  and  . 
the  Houfe  was  in  fuch  confufion  by  the  ingrefs  and  egrefs  of 
Members,  that  we  could  not  colleft  a  fufficiencyto  report  his 
fpeech  with  any  degree  of  propriety.     We  believe  he  made  fome 

allufion 
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allufion  to  his  intention  concerning  a  future  inveftigation  of 
Indian  affairs. 

Upon  Mr.  Burke's  coming  into  the  Houfe,  from  whence  he 

MajorScott.  had  retired.  Major  Scott  rofe  again,  and  requefted  to  be  indulged 
with  a  very  few  words  on  a  very  particular  fubjeit.  A  Right 
Hon.  Gentleman,  whom  he  now  had  the  pleafure  to  fee  in  his 
place,  had  pledged  himfelf  at  the  clofe  of  the  laft  feflion,  to 
move  fomething  in  the  prefent,  refpe6i:ing  a  Gentleman  who 
was  juft  then  returned  from  Bengal  (Mr.  Haftings.)  He  now 
begged  leave  to  bring  the  circumftance  to  the  recollection  of 
the  Right  Hon.  Gentleman  and  the  Houfe,  and  to  requeft  that 
he  would  have  the  candour  and  fairnefs  to  fay  when  he  meant  to 
proceed,  if  he  did  mean  to  proceed  at  all ;  that  he  took  this  firft 
opportunity  to  call  upon  him,  and  truiled,  if  he  had  any  thing 
to  offer  refpe<^ing  the  condu6l  of  Mr.  Haftings,  that  he  would 
bring  it  forward  as  foon  as  poflible. 

Mr.  Fox.  Mr.  Fox  faid,  if  his  Right  Hon.  friend  meant,  which  he  did 
not  believe,  fo  far  to  neglect  his  duty,  as  to  forget  to  fulfil  his 
promifed  purpofe,  the  Hon.  Gentleman  might  reft  affured,  there 
were  others  in  that  Houfe  who  would  not  fail  to  bring  the  bufi- 
nefs  under  difcuffion. 

Mr.  Buike.  ^r.  Burke  rofe,  and  told  a  Oiort  ftory  of  Henry  the  Fourth 
and  the  Duke  of  Parma's  coming  from  Amiens  to  fight  him 
at  Paris,  and  the  latter  urging  him  to  meet  him  on  a  certain 
day;  when  the  Duke  replied,  he  had  not  travelled  all  the  way 
from  Amiens  to  Paris,  to  learn  from  his  enemy  when  and 
where  was  the  beft  day  and  place  to  fight  hirn. 

At  length  the  queftion  was  put  on  the  Amendment  and  ne- 
gatived, after  which  the  Refolution  was  then  read  and  agreed  ; 
it  was  afterwards  referred  to  a  Committee,  who  formed  it 
into  an  Addrefs,  and  the  Houfe  rofe  foon  after  eight  o'clock. 


Friday^ 
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Friday,  'January  27,   1786. 

SHOP       TAX. 

A  Petition  againft  the  Shop  Tax  from  the  City  of  London 
having  been  prefented  by  Mr.  Alderman  Sanderfon  from  the 
bar,  it  was  read  at  the  table. 

Sir  Waikin  Lewes  moved,  "  that  the  faid  Petition  do  lie  on  SirW.Lewes 
the  table. 

The  Speaker  having  put  the  Queftion  ;  it  was  agreed  to. 

Sir  IVatkin  then  rofe  again,  and  gave  notice  of  his  intention 
to  move  for  a  repeal  of  the  At!:,  impofing  certain  duties  upon 
Shops  5  but  as  he  underftood  Petitions  againft  it  were  likely  to 
come  from  almoft  every  town  and  city  in  the  kingdom,  he 
fliould  wait  for  thofe  Petitions  being  prefented,  and  would  give 
the  Houfe  a  week's  notice  of  the  day,  on  which  he  propofed  to 
make  his  motion.    , 

NEW^FOUNDLAND     SUPPLY     BILL. 

Mr.  Jenkinfon  fignified  his  intention  to  move  for  leave  to  Mr,  Jenkin- 
bring  in  a  Bill  for  regulating  the  mode  of  fupplying  Newfound- 
land  with  bran,  flour,  live  ftock,  &c.  from  the  United  States, 
fimilar  to  the  Bill  of  the  laft  Sefllon,  with  the  difference  only 
of  extending  the  operation  of  the  Bill  to  two  years ;  by  the  end 
of  which  time,  he  faid,  in  all  probability,  matters  would  have 
come  round  fo  as  to  make  any  further  Bill  of  the  fame  fort  un- 
necefiary.  Mr.  Jenkinfon  moved,  "  that  the  Houfe  refolve 
itfelf  into  a  Committee  of  the  whole  Houfe  to  take  his  motion 
into  confideration." 

The  Speaker  faid,  it  did  not  appear  to  him  that  it  was  necef- 
fary  to  refer  the  motion  to  a  Committee  of  the  whole  Houfe. 

Mr.  M.  A,  Taylor  rofe,  as  Reprefentative  of  the  Town  prin-  Mr.  M.  a. 
cipally  concerned  in  the  Newfoundland  trade,  and  declared,  ^'  '^^' 
that  he  had  no  objeilion,  under  the  circumftances  of  the  cafe, 
to  give  his  confent  to  the  bringing  in  of  a  Bill  upon  the  prin- 
ciples ftated  by  the  Right  Hon.  Gentleman,  but  at  the  expira- 
tion of  the  two  years,  he  hoped  it  would  be  then  thought  ex- 
pedient 
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pedlent  to  enaft  a  total  prohibition  of  any  fupply  of  the  Ifland 
of  Newfoundland,  from  the  United  States  of  America. 

The  Houfe  then  refolved  itfelf  into  a  Committee,  Mr.  Gil- 
bert in  the  Chair  ;  and  the  Motion  being  put  in  form,  the  Com- 
mittee came  to  a  refolution,  "  that  it  appeared  to  them  proper 
that  leave  be  given  to  bring  in  the  Bill." 
Mr.Gilbert  Mr.  Gilbert  was  ordered  to  report  the  faid  refolution  to  the 
Houfe,  and  as  foon  as  the  Houfe  was  refumed,  he  reported  the 
refolution,  when  leave  was  given  t6  bring  in  the  Bill. 

ELECTION      PETITIONS. 

Mr.  Attor-  Pvlr.  Attorney  General  moved,  that  the  Election  Petitions  be 
y  enera .  ^.^^  ^q^^  to  be  heard  and  tried,  in  the  order  that  they  were  de- 
livered in  at  the  table,  as  had  been  the  practice  the  two  preced- 
ing SeiTions  ;  which  having  been  agreed  to,  petitions  from  the 
following  places  were  delivered,  and  fet  down  to  be  heard  in 
the  order  fubfequently  ftated. 

Honiton  Eledors,  Tuefday,  14th  of  February  next. 

Ilchefler — G.  Johnftone,  Thurfday,  i6th  of  February. 

Seaford — Sir  G.  Webfter  and  others,  Tuefday,  21ft  of  Fe- 
bruary. 

Nairne — Cofmo  Gordon  and  Ele(Slors,  Thurfday,  23d  of 
March. 

The  Speaker,  as  foon  as  he  had  taken  the  chair,  rofe  up  and 
reported  his  Majefty's  anfwer  to  the  Addrefs  of  that  Houfe  of 
Tuefday  laft,  which  was  as  follows  : 
"  Gentlemen, 

''  I  thank  you  for  this  very  loyal  Addrefs. 

"  I  receive  with  great  fatisfa61:ion  the  aflurances  of  your 
difpofition  to  enter  with  zeal  and  induftry  into  the  confideration 
of  thofe  important  and  falutary  obje6ls  which  I  have  recom- 
mended to  your  attention." 

MILITIA. 

pion.  Chas.      Ycftetday  the  Hon.  Charles  Marjham  rofe  in  his  place,  agree- 
able to  his  notice  of  Friday  laft,  to  move  for.  leave  to  bring  in 
"  a  Bill  for  amending  and  reducing  all  the  laws  relative  to  the 
3  Militia 
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Militia  of  that  part  of  Great-Britain  called  England  into  one 
A(5l  of  Parliament."     He  faid,  he  would  fhortly  ftate  the  rea- 
fons  that  induced  him  to  make  that  motion  :  and  firft  of  all  he 
thought  it  incumbent  on  him  to  declare,  that  he  deemed   the 
Militia  the  natural,  and  moft  conftitutional  defence  of  the  king- 
dom, an  objeft  of  the  higheft   national  importance.       As    a 
friend  to  the  Militia,  he  wifhed  it  to  be  fo  confidered  by  that 
Houfe  ;  and  was  perfuaded  that  nothing  could  be  fo  prejudicial 
and  injurious  to  the  fervice  as  treating  it  with  indifference,  or 
holding  it  cheap  in  eftlmaiion.      A  fet  of  Gentlemen,  who, 
like  himfelf,  had  ferved  in  the  Militia,  and  were  convinced  of 
its  great  importance  to  the  country,  had  with  him  dire6led  their 
attention  clofely  to  the  fubjefl,  and  had  exerted  their  endea- 
vours towards  difcovering  the  beft  poffible  means  of  preferving 
the  Militia  upon  a  refpedtable  and  ufeful  footing  ;  and  with  that 
view  it  was,  that  he  fhould  bring  forward  the  motion  of  which 
he  had  given  notice.     At  the  fame  time  he  thought  it  candid  in 
him   to  declare,  that  of  all  the  Minifters  this  country  could 
have,  he  did  not  believe  there  could  be  one  found,  who  would 
receive  a  propofal  for  improving  the  fituation  on    which  the 
Militia  flood  in  a  more  fair,  open,  and  proper  manner,  than  the 
Right  Honourable  Gentleman   at  that  time  at  the  head  of  hi^ 
Majefly's  Councils.     This   Mr.   Marfham  declared,   was  the 
genuine  fentimentof  his  heart,  or  he  would  not  have  uttered  it;    . 
and  no  man,  he  flattered  himfelf,  could  charge  him  v/ith  having 
held  a  condu<Sl  in  that  Houfe,  on  any  one  occafion  whatfoever, 
that  was  not  direfl  and  lincere.     Having  faid  this,  he  begged 
leave,  in  as  few  words  as  poflible,  to  remind  the  Houfe  of  the 
origin  of  the  Militia,  of  the  manner  in  which  its  fervices  were 
received  at  the  end  of  the  v^'ar  before  the  laft,  and  the  manner 
in  which  they  had  been  received  at  the  end  of  the  laft   war ; 
and  he  would  leave  it  to  them  to  draw  the  inferences  from  the 
fads  he  fliould  ftate,  and  fubmit  it  to  their  confideration,  whe- 
ther it  was  not  abfolutely  neceflary,  that  fome  meafures  (hould 
be  immediately  taken  refpe6ting  the  Militia,  unlefs  it  was  meant 
Vol.  I.  E  that 
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that  the  ufe  and  advantage  of  having  fuch  a  conftitutlonal  de- 
fence fhould  be  wholly  loft  to  the  country.     In  the  year  1756 
or  1757,  wiien  the  war  before  the  lad  broke  out,  a  body  of 
Hanoverians  and  Heflians  were  brought  into  this  kingdom  for 
its  internal  fecurity.     This,  after  a  little  time,  occafioned  fome 
difturbance  ;  Englifhmen  revoked  at  the  idea  of  not  being  ca- 
pable of  defending  thcmfelves  and  their  country,  and  the  Mi- 
litia began  to  be  fet  on  foot.     So  agreeable  did  the  circum- 
flance  prove  to  that  Houfe,  and   (o  well  did  they  think  of  the 
plan,  when  reduced  to  pradice,  that  in  the  courfe  of  one  and 
the  fame  feflion  they  recognized  the  fcheme,  countenanced  it, 
and  eftabliflied  it  as  a  national  meafure  :  and  fuch  were  the  be- 
nefits the  country  derived  from  the  Militia,  that  at  the  end  of 
the  war,  the  officers  who  had  ferved  in  it  received  the  efpecial 
thanks  of  his  Majefly,  and  of  that  Houfe.      What  rendered 
the  thanks  of  the  Houfe  of  Commons  doubly  dear  to  the  of- 
ficers was,  that  thefe  were  voted  at  the  very  fame  moment 
when  an  Addrefs  to  the  King,  thanking  his  Majefty  for  having 
put  an  end  to  the  calamities  of  war,  was  voted.     This  was  to 
his  knowledge   a  matter  extremely  pleafmg  to   all    who  had 
ferved  in  it  j  and  as  a  proof  that  it  was  fo  confidered,  he  begged 
leave  to  ftate,  that  the  Colonel  of  the  corps  in  which  he  had 
fince  had  the  honour  to  ferve  (the   Kentifti  Militia)  ordered  a 
copy  of  the  vote  of  thanks  of  the  Houfe  of  Commons  to  be 
made  out  and  fent  to  each  individual  officer,  that  he  might  take 
it  home  with  him,  when  the  Militia  was  difbanded,  and  pre- 
ferve  it  as  an  honourable  teftimonial  of  the  fenfe  of  the  Repre- 
fentatives  of  the  people  entertained  of  the  fervice  he  had  done 
his  country.     After  the  peace  of  Paris,  the  Militia  was  called 
out,  embodied,  and  trained  once  a  year;  a  circumflance  from, 
which  the  kingdom  had  derived  efTential    advantage,    as  the. 
Houfe  would  fee  upon  revertmg  to  facts  within  all  their  know- 
ledge.    At  the  commencement  of  the  feffions,  during  which 
hoftilities  between  Great-Britain  and  France  were  began,  his 
Majefty,  in  his  fpeech  from  the  throne,  allured  them  of  bis 
5  having 
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having  received  the  moft  pacific  aflurances  from  all  the  Euro- 
pean powers ;  and  yet  in  the  month  of  March  of  the  fame  fef- 
fion,  news  arrived  of  the  French  having  concluded  a  treaty  of 
amity  and  commerce  with  the  United  States  of  Amisrica,  then 
at  war  with  us,  and  an  authentic  paper  upon  the  fubjed  wai 
laid  before  both  Houfes  of  Parliament.  The  Militia  were  in 
confequence  called  out ;  and  it  was  remarkable,  that  a  Militia 
camp  was  formed  as  early  that  year,  as  in  any  one  year  during 
the  w^r.  The  pradicability  of  this  could  only  be  imputed  to 
the  difcipline  and  the  habits  of  duty,  in  which  the  Militia  was 
kept  from  being  fo  conftantly  trained  and  exercifed.  How  dif- 
ferent had  been  the  conduit  of  Government  at  the  end  of  the 
laft  war  ?  He  had  pred idled  what  would  be  the  confequence 
Sit  the  time,  and  all  that  he  had  predifted  had  happened. 
Though  the  Militia  had  ailed  as  well  during  the  laft  war  as 
during  the  war  preceding  it ;  and,  though  many  gentlemen  had 
dedicated  their  whole  attention  to  the  fervice,  it  was  not 
thought  that  the  Militia  deferved  thanks  for  what  they  had 
done.  He  meant  not  to  fay  any  thing  offenfive,  and  perhaps 
he  had  ufed  too  harfh  an  expreflion ;  but  the  fail  was,  no 
thanks  were  given  to  the  Militia  by  the  Crown,  no  thanks 
had  been  voted  by  that  Houfe,  and  for  three  years  together 
the  Militia  had  never  been  called  out  once.  The  confe- 
quence was.  Gentlemen  grew  indifferent  to  the  fervice,  and 
were  difgufted  at  the  negleil  with  which  it  had  been  treated. 
In  faying  this  he  meant  not  to  caft  any  refieilion  on  any  fet  of 
men  in  particular,  but  the  fail  was  as  he  had  ftated  itj  and  it 
was  with  a  view  to  preferve  the  Militia  from  being  loft  alto- 
gether, that  he  had  given  himfelf  the  trouble  to  turn  his 
thoughts  to  the  fubjeil.  He  faid,  he  would  take  up  no  more 
of  the  time  of  the  Houfe,  than  fhortly  to  ftate  fome  of  the 
views  with  which  the  Bill,  he  fhould  move  for  leave  to  bring  in, 
liad  been  prepared.  The  Gentlemen  who  had  aflifted  him,  were 
all  of  opinion,  that  one  means  was,  to  reduce  all  the  various  laws 
into  one  j  and  another  material  objeil  of  it,  was  to  change  the 

E  2  time 
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time  of  the  duration  of  the  fervice,  and  to  alter  it  from  three 
years  to  five.  There  were,  he  obferved,  three  objections  gene- 
rally made  to  the  Militia.  One,  the  great  expence  to  the 
kingdom :  another,  the  prejudice  it  did  to  the  recruiting  fer- 
vice of  the  army  j  and  a  third,  the  heavy  burden  it  entailed  on 
the  country.  The  alteration  he  had  ftated  met  all  thefe  three 
objedions,  becaufe,  if  the  men  were  drawn  for  five  years  in- 
ftead  of  three,  and  their  clothing  fo  drawn,  it  would  put  the 
kingdom  to  an  ejipence  confiderably  fhort  of  what  it  had  hi- 
therto coft  it :  it  would  alfo  prove  infinitely  lefs  prejudicial  to 
the  recruiting  fervice,  inafmuch  as  frefli  men  for  the  Militia 
would  not  fo  foon  be  wanted  as  before  ;  and  laftly,  as  fubfti- 
tutes  were  only  to  be  provided  once  in  five  years  inftead  of 
three,  the  individuals  drawn,  and  confequently  the  country  in 
general,  would  not  be  fo  heavily  burdened.  Another  alteration 
propofed  by  the  Bill,  Mr.  Marfham  faid,  was  reducing  the 
number  of  ferjeants  and  drums,  by  having  in  future  only  two 
drums  for  the  flank  companies,  and  only  one  for  thofe  of  the 
battalion  inftead  of  the  prefcnt  number.  He  ftated  alfo  a  fimi- 
lar  reduction  of  ferjeants,  and  faid,  that  the  refult  muft  necef- 
farily  be  a  very  great  faving  to  the  publick.  He  argued 
upon  thefe  points  for  a  few  minutes,  and  concluded  with 
moving: 

"  For  leave  to  bring  in  a  Bill  for  amending  and  reducing 
"  into  one  A(ft,  all  the  Militia  Laws  in  that  part  of  Great-Bri- 
"  tain  calleJ  England." 

Mr.  Pye.         Mr.  Pye  feconded  the  motion. 

Mr. W.Pitt.  The  CfjanccUor  of  the  Exchequer  faid,  it  did  not  appear  necef- 
fary  for  him  tc  fay  much  on  a  matter  that  appeared  to  meet  with 
the  approbation  of  fo  large  a  part  of  the  Houfe.  He  rofe  mere_ 
ly  to  return  his  thanks  to  the  Honourable  Gentleman  for  hav- 
ing fo  properly  brought  under  their  confideration,  a  matter  of 
fuch  truly  national  importance  as  the  Militia ;  the  interval  of 
pea^e  was,  he  faid,  undoubtedly  the  fitteft  moment  poflible  for 
them  to.uiiite  in  endeavouring  to  put  the  great  and  moft  con- 

ftitutional 
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ftitutional  defence  of  the  kingdom  upon  a  refpeclable  and  ufe- 
ful  footing  ;  and  much  as  he  profeffed  himfelf  to  be  the  friend 
of  oeconomy  in  that  as  in  every  other  branch  of  the  publick  fer- 
vice,  from  a  convidtion  of  its  extreme  and  indifpenfible  necef- 
fity,  he  was  not  fo  much  the  flave  of  his  opinion,  as  to  wifli  to 
carry  his  eiForts  to  introduce  a  rigid  and  univerfal  adherence  to 
ceconomy  fo  far,  as  by  any  means  to  leflen  the  advantages  the 
country  had  ever  felt,  and  he  hoped  ever  vi^ould  feel  from  the 
eftablifhment  of  a  weW  difciplined  and  e&clive  Militia.  How 
far  the  means  fuggefted  by  the  Honourable  Gentleman  for  at- 
taining a  purpofe  equally  defirable  to  him,  and  he  trufted  to  all 
who  heard  him,  might  be  thought  the  befl:  means  poffible  to  be 
adopted,  was  a  matter  for  future  confideration,  and  would  re- 
gularly come  under  difcufilon  when  the  Bill  was  before  them 
and  its  contents  fpecified.  If  itfliould  be  found  poffible  to  pre- 
ferve  the  Militia  on  a  refpeilable  footing,  without  putting  the 
publick  to  the  heavy  expence  attendant  on  calling  that  force 
out  every  year,  he  owned,  he  ftiould  be  glad  to  adopt  fuch 
means  as  might  be  fuggefted  for  that  purpofe  j  but  at  prefent 
it  was  not  neceflary  for  him  to  fay  a  word  farther  than  to  fulfil 
his  intentions  when  he  rofe,  which  were  to  return  his  moft  fin- 
cere  and  grateful  acknowledgement  to  the  Honourable  Gentle- 
man, and  to  thofe  other  Gentlemen,  who  had  been  fo  good  as 
to  turn  their  thoughts  to  a  fubjetrt  of  fuch  high  importance,  that 
it  merited  the  utmoft  attention  of  him  and  of  every  Member  in 
fhat  Houfe, 

Mr.  Marjham  rofe  a  fecond  time  merely  to  ftate,  that  the  Mr.  Mar- 
calling  out  the  Alilitia  regularly  every  year,  appeared  to  hinl  (-Q^n^m, 
be  fo  eflential  to  the  prefervation  of  that  force  on  a  refpeiflable 
and  ufeful  footing,  that  if  it  was  the  determination  of  the 
Right  Honourable  Gentleman  to  oppofe  or  fet  his  face  againfl: 
it,  he  (hould  not  think  it  much  worth  his  while  to  give  hmifeif 
any  farther  trouble  about  it,  but  would  leave  the  whole  fubjesft 
in  its  prefent  fituation.  Mr.  Marfham  appealed  to  every  Gen- 
tleman prefent,  who  had  ferved  in  the  Militia,  whether  they 

E  ?  were 
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were  not  convinced,  that  nothing  could  tend  fo  much  towards 
making  the  Militia  capable  of  being  fuddenly  called  to  the 
jield,  in  a  cafe  of  emergency,  as  the  accuiloming  men  to  be 
trained  and  exercifed  once  a  year ;  and  that  if  they  were  not 
"called  out  but  upon  the  fpur  of  the  cccafion,  little  immediate 
benefit  could  be  expelled  from  their  fervice,  whenever  a  na- 
tional exigency  required  it. 

The  Speaker  put  the  queftion,    and   it   was   unanirnoufly 
agreed  to. 

— — «■■—— B— — — III 

Friday^  February  3. 
Army    Estimates. 

Sir  George  The  Secretary  at  War  (Sir  George  Yonge)  prefented  the 
Army  Eflimatcs,  and  gave  notice,  that  he  ftiould  move  for  re- 
ferring them  to  the  confideration  of  a  Committee  of  Supply 
next  Wednefday. 

Speaker.  The  Speaker  ftated,  that  it  had  been  cuflomary  to  have  the 
Army  Eftimates  a  week  upon  the  table  for  the  information  of 
the  Members,  previous  to  their  being  taken  into  confideration. 
He  faid,  he  thought  it  his  duty  to  flate  the  fa6l,  but  fubmitted 
it  to  the  difcretion  of  the  Houfe  to  a£l  as  they  thought 
proper. 

LordSurrey.  Lord  Surrey  wiflied,  as  no  particular  bufmefs  flood  for  Wed- 
nefday, that  the  Houfe  would  take  that  day,  and  that  all  the 
publick  affairs  and  political  concerns  would  be  brought  on 
early,  and  not  put  off  till  fo  late  a  period  of  the  feiTions,  as 
they  fometimes  had  been. 

The  notice  was  taken  for  Wednefday. 

Shop    Tax. 

J^Ir.Cruger.  Mr.  Cruger  prefented  a  Petition  from  the  Shopkeepers  of 
Biiuol,  praying  a  repeal  of  the  AQi,  impofmg  a  tax  on  Retail 
Shopkeepers. 

The  Petition  was  read  at  the  table. 

Mr» 
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Mr.  Cruger  then  ftated,  that  thofe  of  his  Coiiftituents  who  Mr.Ciuger. 
had  figned  the  Petition  complained  of  the  Tax  as  a  partial,  and 
therefore  an  oppreflive  and  unjuft  impoft.  He  faid,  if  the  Tax 
could  be  fo  far  altered,  as  to  make  it  a  general  Tax  on  all 
houfekeepers,  and  thus  do  away  its  partiality,  his  Conftituents 
would  fubmit  to  it  without  complaint. 

The  Petition  was,    upon   motion,    ordered   to  lie  on  the 

table. 

Waste  Lands. 

Juft  as  the  queftion  for  adjournment  was  putting,  Mr.  Mr.  Rolk, 
Rolle  rofe,  and  begged  to  know  whether  the  Right  Honourable 
Gentleman  at  the  head  of  his  Majefty's  Councils  meant  to 
bring  forward  any  meafure  in  the  courfe  of  the  feifion  relative 
to  the  fale  of  Wafte  Lands.  If  the  Right  Honourable  Gentle- 
man would  fay  that  he  had  no  fuch  intention,  Mr.  Rolfe  de- 
clared, he  would  hjmfelf  take  an  opportunity  of  making  a  mo- 
tion on  the  fubjeiEl. 

The  Chaticellor  of  the  Exchequer  faid,  it  was  highly  probable  Mr.w.PItt. 
that  fomething  might  be  brought  forward  on  the  fubje<5l  of  the 
Wafte  Lands  in  the  courfe  of  the  feflion. 

Mr.  Rolle  wifhed  for  a  precife  anfwer,  but  no  farther  reply  p^r.  Ro'ie, 
being  made,  the  Speajcer  put  the  queftion,  and  the  Houfe  ad>. 
journed, 


T'uefday^  February  y. 

Land  Tax. 
Mr.   Rofe  gave  notice,  that  he  fliould  as  this  day  move  for  Mr.  Rofe. 
the  Land  Tax  for  the  current  year  in  the  Committee  of  Ways 
and  NJeaDS. 

Eas^t  India  Papers. 
Mr.  Frmicis  rofe  to  move  for  three  Accounts  relative  to  the  Mr.Francisj 
ftate  of  the  Eaft-India  Company's  affairs  in  refpedl  to  revenue, 
diftjurfeiTient,  and  debt  in  India.     Mr.   Francis  faid,  the  pa- 
pers he  (hould  move  for  were  fimilar  ;o  thofg  that  had  been 
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granted  him  lad  year ;  and  as  Gentlemen  would  fee,  that  it 
was  abfolutely  impoffible  to  enter  upon  any  difcuflion  of  the 
ftate  of  the  Company's  affairs,  without  having  the  papers  he 
fhould  move  for  before  tliem,  he  trulled  there  would  not  be 
the  leaft  obje^^tion  to  his  motion. 
He  moved  accordingly  : 

*'  That  there   be  laid   before  this  Houfe,  an   Eflimate    of 
the  probable  refourccs   and  dilburfements  of  the  Bengal  Go- 
vernment, from  the   30th  of  April,   1785,  to  the  ift  of  May, 
1786." 
y  *'  That  there  be  laid  beFoi'e  this  Houfe  a  State  of  the  bond- 

ed debt  due  by  the  Eaft-India  Company  at  the  Prefidencies  of 
Fort  William,  Fort  St.  George,  and  Bombay  refpettiv el y." 

"  That  there  be  laid  before  this  Houfe  a  State  of  the  arrears 
due  in  the  feveral  departments  of  GoveriAment,  and  of  the  or- 
ders on  the  feveral  trcafuries  ilTued  and  remaining  unpaid  at  the 
Prefidencies  of  Fort  William,  Fort  St.  George,  and  Bombay 
refpetSrively." 

The  motions  were  all  carried. 

Transportartion  of  Convicts. 
Jk?r.Ealat:'.  Mr.  Bajlard  faid,  as  he  was  far  from  defirous  of  giving  the 
Houfe  unnecefTary  trouble,  by  making  motions  for  which  there 
might  polTibly  be  no  occafion,  he  begged  to  know  of  fome 
Gentleman  in  the  confidence  of  Government,  whether  it  was 
intended  to  enforce  the  fentence  for  the  Tranfportation  of  Con- 
vifts,  and  carry  it  into  effectual  execution,  by  any  meafure  to 
be  propofed  to  that  Houfe,  on  the  part  of  Adminiflration  in  the 
courfe  of  the  fefllon  ? 
Mr. W.Pitt.  "Fhe  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  rofe,  and  in  reply  faid,  the 
matter  to  which  tlie  Hon.  Gentleman's  queftion  went  had  long 
been,  and  was  at  that  time,  under  the  confideration  of  Go- 
vernment J  that  a  great  variety  of  propofals  had  been  prefented 
to  them  upon  the  fubje(^;  and  there  was  every  reafon  to  believe, 
that  when  they  had  been  able  maturely  to  weigh  the  tendency 
of  each,  and  to  compare  their  pradlicabilit}',  propriety,  and 
7  4.  *  policy. 
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policy,  the  refult  would  be  an  application  to  Parliament,  with 
a  ftatcnient  of  the  plan  thought  moft  advifeable  to  be  adopted, 
in  order  to  fubmit  it  to  the  confideration  and  judgment  of  the 
Legiflature. 

Mr.  Maimvaring  faid,  he  hoped  a  precife  anfwer  would  be  given ;  W'"-  ^^^in' 

waring. 

and  that  it  was  in  the  contemplation  of  Government  actually  to  car- 
ry into  literal  effecl:  the  A£l  for  the  Tranfportation  of  Convi6ls 
fentenced  to  tranfportation,  and  not  to  commute  the  punifhment, 
by  fubflituting  imprifonment  or  hard  labour,  either  on  fhore  or  on 
fhip-boaid.  Experience,Mr.Mainwaringdeclared,had convinced 
him,  that  it  was  owing  entirely  to  the  having  abandoned  for  fome 
time  the  fentences  of  tranfportation,  that  fuch  numerous,  fuch 
daring,  and  fuch  dangerous  gangs  of  villains  had  aflembled,  to 
the  great  annoyance  of  the  publick  j  it  was  the  fubftitution  of  a 
different  mode  of  punifliment,  which  did  not  effedually  remove 
from  the  kingdom  gangs  of  the  defcription  to  which  he  had  al- 
luded, that  had  peopled  the  metropolis  with  thieves.  As  he 
knew  this  to  be  the  faft,  he  was  anxious  in  his  wifties,  that  the 
attention  of  Government  fhould  rather  be  directed  to  the  en- 
forcing the  tranfportation,  than  to  the  providing  any  means  of 
punifhment  in  its  place  j  and  that  he  fliould  be  glad  to  know, 
'  whether  the  time  the  Convicls  were  confined  at  hard  labour, 
either  on  fhore  or  on  fhip-board,  was  to  be  confidered  as  a  part 
of  the  time  for  which  they  were  fentenced  to  tranfportation  ? 

■  The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  faid,  the  queftion  that  had  Mr.W.Pitt. 
been  put  to  him  by  the  Honourable  Gentleman  over  the  way 
(Mr.  Baftard)  had  been  fufHciently  pointed  in  his  mind,  and 
his  anfwer  had  applied  fo  immediately  to  that  queftion,  that  he 
fliould  have  imagined  farther  agitation  of  the  matter  unnecef- 
fary,  at  leafl  for  the  prefent.  The  Honourable  Gentleman 
had  afked  whether  any  meafure  was  meant  to  be  propofed  to 
that  Houfe  in  the  courfe  of  the  fellxons,  with  a  view  to  en- 
force fentences  of  tranfportation  on  convitSts,  and  to  carry  them 
into  effe6l  ?  In  reply  he  had  flated,  that  the  matter  was  un- 
der the  confideration  of  his  Majefly's  Miniflers,  and  that  a 
variety  of  propofals  for  the  purpofe  were  now  before  them. 

That 
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That  Houfe  was  undoubtedly  no  ftranger  to  the  difficulties  that 
iay  in  the  way  of  carrying  ttie  a<Sl  for  tranfporting  convicts  fen- 
tenced  to  tranfportation  ;  and  they  perfedtly  well  knew,  that  the 
difficulty  had  grown  out  of  the  change  of  fituation  which  the 
country  had,  within  a  very  few  years,  undergone.  It  muft  con- 
fequently  be  obvious  to  every  man,  that  it  was  much  eafierfor 
Gentlemen  to  ftate  and  to  complain  of  the  grievance,  than  for 
Government  to  find  out  and  to  apply  an  adequate  remedy.  He 
wifhed,  therefore,  when  Gentlemen  were  defirous  of  pointing 
out  the  one,  they  would  be  fo  good  as  to  come  prepared  to  fug- 
geft  the  other  :  this,  he  could  aifure  the  Houfe,  that  every  poffi- 
ble  attention  fhould  be  fliewn  on  the  part  of  Government  to 
every  fuggeftion  that  carried  with  it  the  fmalleft  appearance  of 
pradicability,  and  that  no  pains  fhould  be  fpared  to  carry  fuch 
a  fuggeftion  into  efFeil.  At  prefent,  as  he  had  faid  before,  a 
variety  of  propofals  were  under  the  confideration  of  Govern- 
ment, and  the  great  difficulty  lay  in  fixing  upon  a  fit  place  to 
tranfport  convicts  to  j  till  the  matter  was  decided  upon,  it  necef- 
farily  became  incumbent  on  Government  to  difpofe  of  the  con- 
victs in  fuch  a  manner,  as  fliould  at  once  ferve  to  free  the  gaols 
of  their  company,  and  to  keep  the  felons  employed  in  a  way 
moft  likely  to  be  felt  by  them  as  a  punifliment,  and  to  conduce, 
in  fome  degree,  to  the  public  fervice.  Inconveniencies  una- 
voidably would  refult  from  the  convi£ts  being  fo  employed,  ra- 
ther tban  fer.t  out  of  the  country;  but  thofe  inconveniencies, 
great  as  they  might  be,  muft  be  fubmitted  to,  till  a  means  could 
be  found  of  duly  enforcing  fentences  of  tranfportation  :  and  all 
he  could  fay  was,  that  as  foon  as  fuch  means  were  fuggefted  or 
determined  on,  no  time  fliould  be  loft  in  carrying  thern  intQ 
execution. 

Revenue    and    Finance, 

Mi.W.rut.     The  CJ?anccI!o}'  of  the  Exchequer  rofe,  as  foon  as  the  bufinefs 

of  the  day  was  over,  to  give  fome  notice  relative  to  the  order  in 

which  he  meant  to  bring  on  fubjects  that  had  excited  a  confi- 

derable  degree  of  attention  pn  the  part  of  the  public,  an^l  had 

very 
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very  naturally  been  looked  for  with  impatience  by  many  Geat- 
tlemen  of  that  Houfe.     The   fubjeds  he  alluded  to  were,  he 
faid,  the  State  of  the  Revenue  and  of  the  Finances  of  the  Coun- 
try ;  both  of  which  he  conceived,  and  he  flattered  himfelf  Gen- 
tlemen would  fee,  mud  of  necefllty  be  divided  under  two  dif- 
tinft  heads,  and  form  two  feparate  objetSls  of  enquiry  and  confi- 
deration.     The  firft  of  the  two  would  be  an  afcertainment  of 
^he  adlual  ftate  of  the  Revenue,  which  could  only  be  derived 
from  a  comparative  ftatement  of  our  annual  national  income 
with  our  annual  national  difburfement ;  and  the  other  would  be, 
an  afcertainment  of  the  beft  and  wifeft  means  of  appropriating 
the  furplus  of  our  Revenue,  compared  with  our  expenditure,  fo 
as  to  form  a  permanent  fund  to  be  conftiantly  and  invariably 
applied   to  the   diminution   of  the  public  debt.     Gentlemen 
would  fee,  that  the  firft  of  thefe  two  objects  would  require  to  be 
firft  gone  into,  and  that  it  muft  be  entirely  difpofed  of,  before  it 
would  be  proper  to  proceed  to  any  difcufiion  of  the  fecond. 
Under  this  impreflion  it  was,  that  he  had  moved  fome  days  fince 
for  a  variety  of  papers,  containing  public  accounts  under  a  va- 
riety of  heads ;  all  of  which  accounts  were  neceflary  to  be  before 
the  Houfe,  in  order  to  enable  Gentlemen  to  mark  and  trace  the 
order  and  progrefs  of  the  increafe  of  the  Revenue ;  and  to  fee 
what  was  on  the  one  hand  to  be  added  to  the  annual  difburfe- 
ments  upon  grounds  of  fair  and  accurate  calculation,  and  what 
on  the  other  hand  was  to  be  deducted  from  the  income,  as  mat- 
ters for  which  credit  ought  not  to  be  taken  in  refpe6l  to  the  in- 
creafe of  the  annual  revenue.     Thefe  papers,  Mr.  Pitt  faid, 
would  neceflarily  take  up  fome  time  to  make  out;  feveral  of 
them  were  before  the  Houfe  already,  others  v/ere  accounts  that 
were  to  be  made  up  to  particular  periods,  and  thoup-h  not  all 
made  out,  v/ere  daily  making  out  and  completing:  as  foon, 
however,  as  they  fliould  be  upon  the  table,  after  allowing  a  rca- 
fonable  time  for  Gentlemen  to  inipttY  them,  ne  fhould  take  the 
liberty  to  move  for  a  Committee  to  examine  them,  and  report 
their  amount.    The  appointment  of  fuch  a  Committee  appeared 
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to  him  to  be  the  proper  ftep  to  be  taken ;  and  as  the  Com- 
mittee would  fcarcely  have  any  thing  to  do,  but  to  fum  up  the 
amounts  of  the  different  accounts  and  to  report  the  total  to  the 
Houfe,  compared  with  the  total  of  the  other  fide,  which  would 
necefTarily  give  an  accur:ite  fiatement  of  the  furplus,  whatever 
it  might  be,  he  fhould  hope  the  occupation  of  the  Committee 
would  be  but  fhort,  and  that  in  confequence  no  great  delay 
would  be  occafioned.  As  foon  as  the  whole  was  by  means  of 
the  report  of  the  Committee,  fully  and  fairly  before  the  Houfe, 
he  would  give  notice  of  an  earlier  day,  on  which  he  would  ftate 
what  the  meafures  were  that  he  had  in  contemplation,  as  the 
meafures  moft  likely  to  conduce  to  an  advantageous  appropri- 
ation of  the  furplus  of  the  Revenue,  towards  the  eftablifhment  of 
a  permanent  fund  to  be  invariably  applied  in  diminution  of  the 
national  debt.  As  it  might  afford  fome  fatisfadion  to  the 
Houfe  to  know,  what  were  the  reafons  that  hitherto  had  re- 
tarded, and  would  for  fome  few  days  longer  delay  the  bringing 
forward  the  confideration  and  difcufTion  of  the  important  fub- 
je6ls  that  he  had  touched  upon,  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exche- 
quer faid,  he  had  thought  it  incumbent  on  him  to  make  the  de- 
claration that  he  had  that  day  delivered. 

The  Queftion  of  Adjournment  was  then  put,  and  the  Houfe 
rofe  immediately. 


Wedneflay^  February  8. 

Point     of     Order. 

Sir  George      The  Secretary  at  War  rofe,  and  moved  that  the  Houfe  refolve 
''"^^'       itfelf  into  a  Committee  of  Supply,  for  the  purpofe  of  taking  the 
Army  Eftimates  into  confideration. 

Upon  the  Speaker's  putting  the  queftion,  that  he  fhould  then 

leave  the  Chair, 

Mr.  Mjn-       ^'^'^ •  ^^'mchin  rofe  to  object  to  the  Motion,  which  he  faid  he 

chin.  fhouid  do  on  feveral  grounds,  but  principally  on  that  of  not 

having  received  any  fatisfa6lory  anfwer  relative  to  the  Militia, 

Mr. 
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Mr.  Minchin  contended,  that  before  they  proceeded  to  vote  the 
Army  Eftimates,  the  Houfe  ought  to  know  what  was  meant  to 
be  done  with  the  conftitutional  defence  of  the  kingdom.  He 
declared  himfelf  a  warm  friend  to  the  inftitution  ;  but  faid,  that 
although  he  was  proud  of  having  ferved  in  it,  he  would  continue 
to  ferve  in  it  no  longer,  unlefs  it  was  the  determination  of  Go- 
vernment to  put  it  on  a  refpeftable  footing.;  He  maintained 
that  it  was  highly  neceflary  for  the  Houfe  to  know,  what  was 
intended  refpecling  the  Militia,  before  they  voted  a  ftanding 
army;  becaufe  if  the  former  was  to  be  kept  up,  it  might  be  a 
juftification  of  certain  reductions  in  the  army,  and  the  favings 
thereby  arifmg  might  be  applied  towards  the  expence  of  em- 
bodying and  training  the  Militia.  He  treated  the  idea  of  faving 
the  fum  of  40,000!.  with  contempt,  declaring,  that  when  it 
was  weighed  againft  the  facrifice  of  the  conftitutional  defence 
of  the  kingdom,  it  was  a  paltry  confideration ;  he  faid,  he  be- 
lieved no  Minifter  would  dare  to  come  forward  in  that  Houfe, 
and  propofe  a  ftanding  army  in  time  of  peace  equal  to  the  Mi- 
litia. He  reafoned  upon  the  prevailing  idea  that  the  Militia 
could  not  be  fent  out  of  the  kingdom,  and  faid,  that  thofe  who 
objeiled  to  it  on  that  ground,  might  as  well  objeil  to  our  having 
any  force  at  all,  becaufe  there  muft  always  be  feme  kept  up  for 
the  defence  of  the  kingdom ;  and  if  there  was  no  Militia,  there 
muft  be  a  part  of  the  army  always  in  the  kingdom  for  the  pur-- 
pofe  of  its  internal  defence.  He  urged  the  great  and  ailive  en- 
deavours of  the  Houfe  of  Bourbon  to  encourage  its  powers  of 
felf -defence,  as  well  by  having  the  United  States  of  Holland  for 
an  ally,  as  by  other  means,  as  arguments  to  prove,  that  Great- 
Britain  ought  in  like  manner  to  take  every  pofiible  method  of 
providing  for  its  internal  ftrength,  and  afked  what  could  be  {o 
pjoper  and  fo  conftitutional  a  force  as  its  Militia  ?  He  took  no- 
tice of  the  condu(5l  of  the  Right  Hon.  Gentleman  in  rcfuhng  to 
declare  his  opinion,  upon  v/hat  had  been  deemed  an  elTential 
point  towards  preferving  the  conftitutional  force  of  the  kingdom 
oji  a  refpedable  footing ;  that  condu<5t  he  cenfured  freely,  con- 

fidcring 
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Cdering  it  as  an  indication,  that  the  Right  Hon.  Gentleman  was 
adverfe  to  the  Mihtia,  notwithftanding  his  general  profeflions 
to  the  contrary.  Thefe  points  were  the  chief  grounds  on  which 
Mr.  Minchin  endeavoured  to  ftiew,  that  the  Speaker  ought  not 
to  be  permitted  to  leave  the  chair,  unlefs  it  was  firft  known 
what  were  the  intentions  of  Government  with  refpecl  to  the 
'  Militia ;  and  having  argued  upon  them  for  fome  minutes,  he 
concluded  with  declaring,  that  he  fliould  oppofe  every  ftep  that 
was  taken  in  refpeft  to  the  Army  Eftimates,  until  it  was  de- 
cifively  afcertainable,  whether  the  Militia  was  to  be  put  upon 
a  refpe^lahle  footing  or  not. 
Mr.  Steele.  Mr.  Steele  in  reply  faid,  the  reafons  advanced  by  the  Hon. 
Gentleman  for  objecting  to  the  Speaker's  leaving  the  Chair, 
were  particularly  curious.  The  Hon.  Gentleman  would  be 
juftified  by  the  fame  reafons  for  voting  againft  any  confidera- 
tion  of  the  Army  Eftimates  during  the  whole  feffion  ;  for  the 
whole  feflion  might  pafs,  before  a  Bill  on  fo  important  a  fubje6l, 
and  a  fubjeft  that  involved  in  it  fuch  a  variety  of  great  and  in- 
terefting  confiderations  as  the  Militia,  (hould  be  brought  to 
fuch  a  ftate  of  maturity,  as  to  be  ready  to  receive  the  Royal 
Afient.  But  what  he  principally  rofe  for^  Mr.  Steele  declared, 
was  to  fay  a  word  or  two  on  the  fubjecR:  of  what  had  been  im- 
puted to  his  Right  Hon.  Friend,  who  had  already  been  mifrepre- 
fcnted,  and  was  in  danger  of  being  again  mifreprefented,  info- 
much  he  (hould  not  wonder  to  hear  him  ftiortly  ftated  as  a  moft 
determined  enemy  to  the  Militia.  His  Right  Hon.  Friend  had 
not,  ti>e  other  day,  faid  any  thing  that  could  by  fair  conftru<3ion 
be  interpreted  to  fignify  a  hoftile  intention  on  his  part  toward 
the  Militia,  or  any  unwillingnefs  to  give  it  every  pofRble  coun- 
tenance and  fupport ;  he  had,  on  the  contrary,  avowed  himfelf 
a  warm  friend  to  the  inftitution,  and  had  made  his  acknowledg- 
ments to  thofe  Gentlemen  who  had,  in  fo  laudable  a  manner, 
dedicated  their  time  to  digefting  and  preparing  a  Bill,  which, 
they  were  taught  to  expeil,  would  have  been  introduced,  and 
wbtch,  he  yet  hoped,  they  ftiould  have  before  them,  but  had 

begged 
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begged  leave  to  referve  his  opinion  upon  one  fpecific  point,  till 
he  had  heard  all  the  arguments  that  could  be  urged  upon  the 
fubjecl.  Mr.  Steele  dwelt  upon  this  explanation,  and  appealed 
to  every  Gentleman  who  had  been  pi-efent  when  the  converfa- 
tion  took  place,  whether  the  fail  was  not  exprefsly  as  he  had 
ilated  it?  He  urged,  therefore,  the  extreme  unfairnefs  of  the, 
manner  in  which  his  Right  Hon.  Friend  had  been  treated,  and 
imputed  it  to  a  determination  to  mifreprefent  every  thing  he 
faid,  let  it  be  ever  fo  plain  and  explicit.  Before  he  fat  down 
he  returned  to  the  idea  he  fat  out  with,  and  faid,  a  Bill  for  re- 
ducing all  the  ftatutes  relative  to  the  Militia  into  one  Ad,  muft 
necelTarily  be  a  work  of  confiderable  time,  to  introduce  and 
conduiSl  through  the  Ploufe ;  it  would,  in  his  opinion,  take  up 
three  or  four  months  at  leaft ;  and  therefore  it  was  fo  abfurd  to 
contend,  that  the  army  (hould  not  be  voted,  till  the  Militia  Bill 
had  pafled,  that  he  {hould  fupport  the  Motion  for  the  Speaker's 
leaving  the  Chair  then. 

Mr.  Minchin  rofe  to  explain.  He  denied  having  faid  any  fuch  Mr.  Mijt» 
thing  as  the  Hon.  Gentleman  had  imputed  to  him.  He  had*^  '"' 
never  contended  that  the  Militia  Bill  ought  to  pafs  before  the 
army  was  voted  j  all  that  he  had  faid,  and  all  that  his  arguments 
v/cnt  to  prove,  was,  that  the  Houfe  ought  to  be  apprized,  whe-. 
thcr  the  Militia  was  intended  to  be  put  otj  a  refpeclable  footing 
or  not,  before  they  voted  the  army. 

Mr.  Sheridan  rofe  to  objed  to  the  Motion  for  the  Speaker's  Mr.  Sherl- 
leaving  the  Chair  j  but  not,  he  faid,  exadly  upon  the  fame  *"' 
grounds  as  thofe  taken  by  his  tlon.  Friend,  but  on  what  he.  con- 
ftdered  as  much  more  ferioufly  iniportant,  viz.  for  the  fake'  of; 
preferving  a  ftridi  and  invariable  adherence  to  the  eftablifhed: 
rules  and  forms  of  proceeding  in  that  HToufe.  Adr.  Sheridan 
urged  the  neceflity  of  preferving  fuch  an  adherence  on  all  occa- 
fions  ;  and  reminded  the  Speaker,  that  he  i-efted  on  his  authority,. 
for  the  validity  and  juftnefs  of  his  argument,  as  applicable  t» 
the  prefent  inftance.  It  had  been,  he  faid,  the  well  known  and: 
cliabliflied  rule  of  proceeding  with  the  Aimy  Eilimates,  to  have 

them 
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them  lay  upon  the  table  eight  days  prior  to  any  Motion's  being 
made  for  referring  them  to  the  confideration  of  a  Committee. 
This  rule  had,  he  believed,  been  invariably  adhered  to  in  every 
former  inftance,  but  in  the  prefent  the  eftimates  had  not  been 
upon  the  table  more  than  five  days ;  and  now  it  was  attempted 
to  go  into  a  Committee  for  the  purpofe  of  voting  them,  although 
at  the  time  that  they  had  been  prefented  when  Wednefday  was 
nominated,  as  the  day  on  which  they  fhould  be  taken  into  con- 
fideration, they  had  heard,  from  the  firft  authority  in  that  Houfe,' 
that  the  pradlice  had  been  in  all  preceding  times  not  to  move 
for  their  being  referred  to  the  Committee  of  Supply,  until  they 
had  been  upon  the  table  eight  days.  Mr.  Sheridan  enlarged 
upon  the  indecency  of  their  flying  in  the  face  of  the  Chair,  and 
upon  the  confequences  that  might  arife  if  a  bad  precedent  was 
once  fuffered  to  be  eftablifhed.  He  faid,  he  did  not  mean  to  in- 
finuate  that  any  improper  intention  operated  upon  the  mind  of 
the  Right  Hon.  Gentleman  at  the  head  of  the  War-office  in 
'  thus  urging  the  Houfe  to  break  through  their  eftablifhed  rules  j 

but  if  he  was  to  be  indulged  in  every  eccentric  flight  of  genius 
that  he  might  choofe  to  take,  there  was  no  knowing  into  what 
ftrange  extravagances  he  might  not  lead  them.  For  his  part, 
he  wondered  from  whom  he  had  learnt  the  idea  of  breaking: 
through  the  eftablifhed  rules  and  forms  of  the  Houfe :  his  pre- 
decefTors  in  office  had  been  content  to  adhere  invariably  to  thofe 
rules,  and  in  fo  doing  they  had  ailed  wifely.  If  the  rule  was 
once  broke  through,  it  might  be  abolifhed  altogether.  If  it  was 
right  to  vote  the  Army  Eftimates  after  they  had  been  upon  the 
table  only  five  days,  why  not  vote  them  after  being  there  only 
four,  or  three,  or  two  days  ?  or  why  not  bring  them  down,  pre- 
fent them,  and  call  upon  the  Houfe  to  vote  them  the  next  day, 
or  the  very  day  on  which  they  were  prefented  .'  The  fame  rea- 
fon  that  would  juftjfy  the  violation  of  the  rule  in  one  inftance,' 
would  juftify  it  in  all.  Befides,  in  all  former  feluons,  the  con-' 
ftant  ufage  had  been  to  vote  the  navy  before  the  army  was' 
voted  :  and  as  the  ftrength  of  our  marine  was  to  be  the  guide, 

what 
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what  fort  of  an  army  might  be  neceffary,  the  vote  of  the  navy 
ought  always  to  precede  the  vote  of  the  army.  Mr.  Sheridan 
argued  upon  this  infringement  of  the  ufual  pradice,  as  an  addi- 
tional reafon  for  not  then  going  into  a  Committee  upon  the  EUl- 
mates;  and  after  dwelling  upon  it  for  a  confiderable  time,  he 
took  notice  of  the  ground  of  objedtion  taken  by  Mr.  Minchin, 
and  faid,  though  he  could  not  agree  that  it  was  not  improper  to 
vote  the  Army  before  the  Militia,  or  think  that  there  required 
any  argument  whatever  to  prove  the  extreme  impropriety  of 
going  into  a  Committee,  befides  that  very  ferious  one  that  he 
had  already  urged,  the  abfolute  neceffity  of  a  ftrict  adherence  to 
the  cltablifhed  rules  and  forms  of  proceeding  in  that  Houfe, 
yet  certainly  the  manner  in  which  the  Right  Hon.  Gentleman 
had  exprefled  himfelf  on  the  fubiecSl  of  the  Militia,  afforded 
ftrong  ground  of  objeilion  to  voting  the  Army  Eftimates  at 
prefent.  The  Right  Hon.  Gentleman  had  faid,  that  an  hon. 
and  refpedable  friend  of  his  ought  not  to  (brink  from  his  inten- 
tion of  bringing  in  the  Bill  for  regulating  the  Militia,  becaufe 
he,  a  Jingle  individual  in  that  Houfe,  had  declared  he  had  not 
made  up  his  mind  to  one  particular  point.  For  his  part,  Mr. 
Sheridan  declared,  he  was  of  the  fame  opinion  ;  and  he  hoped, 
notwithftanding  what  had  parted,  that  the  worthy  and  refpect- 
able  Member  would  bring  in  his  Bill :  the  public  v/ere  already 
under  infinite  obligations  to  him  for  what  he  had  done,  and  his 
introducing  the  Bill  j  even  if  it  were  to  fail  from  that  part  of  It 
being  obje6led  to  and  overcome,  that  enatted  the  meafure, 
which  the  Hon.  Gentlemanj  and  thofe  who  had  with  him  taken 
the  trouble  of  digefting  the  fyftem,  (and  v/ho  were  confequcntly 
the  beft  able  to  judge  of  every  part  of  it)  deemed  the  moft  efTen- 
tial  point  of  all,  would  be  attended  with  this  good  confequence, 
it  would  not  only  bring  the  fubjeifl  fairly  under  difcuflion,  but  it 
would  open  the  eyes  of  the  public,  and  convince  them  who  was, 
and  who  were  not,  the  friends  of  the  Militia,  and  whether  there 
was  or  v/as  not  any  defign  to  annihilate  the  inftitution.  With 
regard  to  the  Right  Hon.  Gentleman's  calling  himfelf,  as  he 
Vol.  I.  F  h&i 


66  PARLIAMENTARY  [Feb.  8. 

had  thought  proper  to  do  in  refpetSt  to  the  Militia,  T^fingle  indi- 
vidual^ the  Right  Hon,  Gentleman,  Mr.  Sheridan  laid,  paffed 
under  varloji;  characters  in  that  Houfe  ;  at  one  time  he  called 
himfelf  a  Member  of  Ahnini/hation,  at  another  the  Minijier.i 
then  again  the  Mini/ler  of  the  Crown  ;  nay,  he  had  even  once  af- 
fumed  the  felf-created  chara6ier  of  Rcprefcntative  of  the  Repre- 
fentatives  of  the  People,  and  fent  his  own  will  in  a  didatorial. 
manner  to  tlie  Irifh  Parliament,  inilead  of  the  Refolutions  of 
that  Houfe  J  but  when  the  fit  of  humility  was  on  him,  he  bent 
to  the  more  fubmiflive  charadler  of  a  ftngle  individual.  It  was 
obfervable,  Mr.  Sheridan  faid,  that  the  efFecl  and  fuccefs  of  his 
meafures  for  the  moft  part  depended  on  the  charaiS^er  he  thought 
fit  to  aflume  ;  when  the  Right  Hon.  Gentleman  chofe  to  (land 
up  as  a  fingle  individual,  he  generally  failed  of  atchieving  his 
purpofe;  on  the  grand  queftion  of  Reform  in  the  Reprefenta- 
tion  of  the  People  in  Parliament,  the  Right  Hon.  Gentleman 
profefied  he  was  acting  as  a  fingle  individual,  and  there  he  did 
not  fucceed.  In  the  Scrutiny,  in,  like  manner,  acting  as  a 
fingle  individual  he  failed  ;  and  had  he  been  no  more  than  a 
fingle  individual  in  the  cafe  of  his  India  Bill,  he  verily  believ- 
ed, Mr.  Sheridan  faid,  the  Right  Hon.  Gentleman  would  have 
failed  likewife.  Having  put  this  pointedly,  and  expreffed  a 
hope  and  a  belief  that  the  Pvlilitia  Bill,  if  brought  in  and  gone 
on  with,  would  fucceed,  as  the  Right  Hon.  Gentleman  chofe 
on  the  prefent  occafion  to  call  himfelf  a  fingle  individual,  how- 
ever much  the  Gentlemen  who  had  waited  upon  him  refpectlng 
the  Militia,  might  have  found  him,  the  Minifler,  at  his  Houfe 
in  Downing-ftreet.  Mr.  Siierida^  reiterated  the  heads  of  his 
Ipcech,  and  prefled  them  upon  the  Houfe  to  prove  that  they 
could  not  go  into  a  Committee  upon  the  Army  Eftimates  that 
day,  without  violating  an  eftabliflied  practice  of  the  Houfe,  and 
thereby  introducing  a  precedent  which  might  lead  to  moft  mif- 
chievous  confequences. 
vlf  e"""^"  jT/?^  Secretary  at  War  rofe  in  reply  to  the  laft  Hon.  Member. 
He  confelTed  that  it  was  very  far  from  his  intention  to  break 

through 
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through  any  of  the  regulations  of  that  Houfe.     He  had  fat  there 
more  than  thirty  years,  and  flattered   himfelf,  he  might  aflert, 
without  any  unneceflary  egotifm,  that  he  had  attended  his  duty 
as  clofely  as  any  other  Member.     He  refpected  very  much  the 
cuftoms  and  ufages  of  Parliament,  and  entertained  fuch  a  reve- 
rence for  the  privileges  of  the  Houfe,  that  he  would  never  con- 
fent  to  any  important  deviation  from  the  regulations  which  had 
been  adopted  by  our  anceftors.     On  the  prefent  occafion,  he 
could  not  conceive  that  there  was  any  ground  for  Gentlemen 
being  alarmed.     It  had  been  mentioned,  that  the  ordinary  time 
for  the  eftimates  lying  on  the  table  of  the  Houfe  was  eight  days- 
To  his  certain  knowledge,  they  had  been  lying  on  the  tabic 
feven  days ;  and  he  could  not  comprehend  that  the  deviation  of 
one  day  from  the  eftablifhed  rule  was  of  fuch  great  importance 
to  the  Houfe,  or  to  the  community,  as  to  give  any  caufe  of 
impending  danger.     With  regard  to  the  flights  of  eccentricity 
mentioned  by  the  Hon.  Gentleman,  he  was  of  opinion,  that 
the  allufion  was  mifapplied  to  him,  as  he  never  recollefted  hav- 
ing indulged  himfelf  in  fuch  vagaries ;  and  he  was  firmly  per- 
fuadcd,  that  he  was  never  on  any  occafion  lefs  capable  of  tak- 
ing fuch  flights,  (here  he  alluded  to  his  being  afHi6ted  with  the 
gout.)     The  Hon.  Gentleman  might  give  fcope  to  his  luxuriant 
fancy,  but  his  obfervations  had  little  efFecl  when  fully  analyzed, 
becaufe  they  were  in  general  foreign  to  the  quefi:ion.     With 
regard  to  the  propriety  of  calling  out  the  Militia,  he  imagined 
that  was  not  a  proper  quefl:ion  for  being  difcufled  at  prefent. 
He  confidered  the  Militia  as  a  very  meritorious  corps,  but  he 
hoped  that  Gentlemen  would  attend  to  the  bufinefs  now  before 
them,  and  not  deviate,  merely  for  the  fake  of  oppofition,  and 
an  opportunity  of  difplaying  the  powers  of  their  eloquence.     As 
the  Eftimates  had  lain  feven  days  on  the  table,  viz.  Thurfday, 
Friday,  Saturday,  Sunday,   Monday,  Tuelday,    and  Wednef- 
day,  he  was  firmly  convinced,  that  there  was  no  caufe  for  alarm. 
Confidering'all  thefe  circumftances,  and  the  frivolity  of- the  op-, 
pofition,  he  would,   without  arrogating  to  himfelf  too  much. 

F  2  cor.fe- 
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confequcnce,  fupport  hib  t)\vii  motion  for  going  into  a  Commit- 
tee of  Supply. 
Mr.  Sherl-  Mr.  Sheridan  begged  to  be  uiiderflood,  that  he  meant  no- 

'  thing  perfonal  to  the  Right  Hon.  Gentleman  who  had  juft  now 

fat  down.     With  regard  to  the  obfervations   concerning  the 
flights  of  eccentricity,  he  only  advanced   them  jocularly : — he 
was  convinced  that  the  Hon.  Gentleman  neither  had,  nor  would 
indulge  himfelf  in  fuch  flights  as  his  Hon.  Friend  and  predecef- 
for  had  done,  (meaning  Col.  Fitzpatrick,  who  had  afcended  in 
an  air-balloon), 
tord North.      Lord  North  wiflisd  to  obferve,  that  the   prefcnt  fubjeil  of 
difpute  was  not  fo  infignificent  as  many  Gentlemen  imagined. 
If  the  deviation  from  the   known  and  efl:ablifhed  regulations  of 
Parliament  were  admitted,  it  would  in  future  be  adduced  as  a 
precedent,  and  might  ferve  as  a  fedu6live  plea  for  the  anions  of 
a  niinifter.     This  regulation  had  been  eftabliflied  to  prevent 
furprize  ;   and  if  once  removed,  a  door  would  be  opened  by  the 
precedent,  through  which  furprize  might  enter,  with  a  long 
train  of  abufe.     It  appeared  at  prefent  to  be  of  a  very  trifling 
nature  ;   but  he  hoped  Gentlemen  would  attend  to  the  probabi- 
lity of  what  would  be  ufed  by  pofterity,  as'  ftrong  arguments  for 
adopting  any  deviation  from  the  known  regulations  of  the  Houfe. 
He  could  not  charge  his  memory  with  any  deviation  ;   but  he 
was  certain,  that  it  had  always  been  cufl:omary  for  the  Houfe 
to  be  in  pofi'efllon  of  the  eftimates  eight  days  prior  to  the  vote 
in  the  Committee  of  Supply.     He  declared  himfelf  a  firm  friend 
to  the  ufages  of  Parliament,  and  hoped  that  all  prefent  would 
rejcd  any  propofition  to  the  contrary.     If  it  was  neceflary  to 
adopt  any  deviation  from  the  eftabliflied  mode  of  voting  the  ar- 
my eftimates,  he  begged  that  Gentleman  would  give  a  good  rea- 
fon  for  fuch  an  alteration.     If  they  advanced  any  thing  of  a  ra- 
tional nature  for  following  fuch  a  plan,  he  would  readily  fubmit. 
If,  on  the  contrary,  nothing  convincing  could  be  adduced,   he 
lliould,  fo  long  as  he  fat  in  the  Houfcj  confidcr  it  as  his  duty  to 
defend  the  privileges  of  Parliament. 
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The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  obferved,  that  from  a  minute  Mr. W.Pitt. 
confideration  of  the  various  circumftances,  there  was  fufficlent 
rcafon  to  believe,  that  the  Gentlemen  on  the  oppofite  fide  had 
previoufly  refolved  to  make  a  vigorous  oppofition  on  the  prc- 
fcnt  occafion.  It  was,  however,  a  trifling  opportunity  for 
them  to  difplay  their  powers  of  oratory.  They  had  travel- 
led, as  ufual,  widely  from  the  queftion,  without  carrying  alon^- 
with  them  proofs  of  conviiilion.  They  had  wandered  in  an  ex- 
travagant manner,  and  had  indulged  their  propenfity  for  wit  and 
ridicule.  Thefe  were  indifferent  fubflitutions  for  folid  argu- 
ment, and  hardly  worthy  the  attention  of  fuch  an  auguft  aflem- 
bly.  Although  the  obfervations  were  aftectedly  grave,  he  ca- 
filv  could  develope  the  intentions  of  the  fpeakers,  whofe  main 
drift  was,  to  perfuade  the  world  that  he  was  an  enemy  to  the 
effablifliment  of  the  Militia.  For  that  purpofe,  an  Hon.  Gen- 
tleman oppofite  to  him  (M.x.  Sheridan)  had  exerted  his  abilities, 
to  detraft  from  his  charadter,  by  falfe  furmife  and  infinuation. 
He  could  not  help  admiring  the  Hon.  Gentleman's  genius  on  the 
prefent  as  well  as  on  moft  other  occafions  ;  but  his  arguments 
were  fallacious  and  inconclufive.  How  could  he,  or  any  other 
Gentleman  in  that  Houfe,  aflert  that  he  was  an  enemy  to  the 
cftablifhment  of  the  Militia  ?  Was  it  becauf^  he  had  declined 
giving  his  opinion  on  a  fubjeil  which  he  had  not  perfedlly  re- 
volved in  his  mind  ? — He  thought  it  was  rather  prefumptive  in 
any  Gentleman  to  affirm,  that  he  fufpeited  his  fentiments  would 
be  contrary  to  the  new  Propofitions  concerning  the  Militia. — 
By  what  authority  could  he  advance  fuch  an  argument  ?  Was  it 
from  his  allegation,  that  he  thought  the  fubjedl  fliould  be  fub- 
mitted  to  the  confideration  of  Parliament  before  he  could  ven- 
ture to  give  his  opinion  ?  This  he  confidered  as  ailing  refpedl- 
tully  to  the  Houfe.  He  had  formerly  afferted,  and  he  would  not 
now  ftart  from  the  allegation,  th:.t  no  Gentleman  fliould  re- 
nounce any  falutary  proportion,  becaufe  he,  as  an  individual, 
declined  giving  his  opinion  in  a  premature  manner.  So  far  v/as 
he  from  ading  contrary  to  that  rnaxim,  as  to  continue  impli- 
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citly  of  the  fame  fentiments,  and  therefore  he  hoped,  that  the 
Hon.  Gentleman  (Mr,  Marfham)  would  not  defert  the  caufe, 
but  come  boldly  forward  with  his  Bill.  He  had  been  urgently 
prefTed  to  give  his  opinion  on  the  fubjeil  j  why  did  not  other 
gentlemen,  with  the  promptitude  defired,  appear  decifively  on 
the  occafion,  and  either  approve  or  condemn  the  new  fyftem. 
.  "Was  he  alone  to  be  blamed,  bccaufe  he  candidly  confeffed,  that 
he  had  not  as  yet  made  up  his  mind  on  the  topic  ?  Other  Gen- 
tlemen in  the  Houfe  were  equally  culpable,  and  therefore  the 
obloquy  or  reprehenfipn  now  advanced,  might  be  equally  appli- 
cable to  them.  But  he  was  convinced,  that  the  fliafts  of  irony, 
•which  were  oftentatioufiy  difplayed,  were  all  intended  to  wound 
his  character,  and  perfu;'dc  the  world,  that  he  was  hoftile  to  the 
jnftitution  of  a  Militia.  He  flattered  himfelf,  however,  that 
the  candour  of  his  t't^Uow-fubjecls  would  obviate  any  afperfions 
of  that  kind,  and  that  no  honeft  man  would  open  his  ears  to  the 
cftuuons  of  calumny.  He  refpeded  the  militia  for  many  cogent 
reafms  :  and  it  was  with  pleafure  he  affirmed,  that  he  had  an 
hereditary  right  to  be  a  friend  to  that  excellent  inftitution.  The 
utility  and  importance  of  it  could  not  be  denied ;  he  therefore 
hoped  that  no  man  would  be  bold  enough  to  detra£l  from  his 
chara6ler  by  dark  infmuation.  He  apprehended  it  rather  Angu- 
lar, that  if  any  fair  objeiSlion  was  thought  from  the  beginning  to 
lie  againft  the  voting  of  the  army  eflimates  on  this  day,  thofe  who 
felt  the  force  of  that  objeclion,  had  not  comedown  to  the  Houfe 
and  flated  it  a  few  days  ago,  when  the  fecretary  gave  notice  of 
the  day  on  which  he  intended  to  propofe  the  voting  of  the  army. 
This  objeclion,  it  would  feem,  did  not  appear  at  nrft  to  be  very 
forcible,  though  fo  much  ftrefs  was  laid  upon  it  now.  Incon- 
fiftence  feemed  to  be  a  leading  feature  in  the  Oppofition  :  they 
firfi  complained  that  the  bufmefs  of  the  nation  was  not  carried 
on  u'ith  furFicicnt  difpatch  ;  that  the  Houfe  met  regularly  at 
three  o'clock,  and  as  regularly  adjourned  at  four:  but  now  it 
appeared  that  the  bufniefs  fhould  be  retarded,  not  indeed  by  an 
early  adjornment^  but,  what  was  the  fame  in  efFed,  by  a  de~ 
^  late 
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bate  foreign  to  the  ^tejiion  ;  they  were  afralcl  that  their  wit  and 
eloquence  would  contradt  niji^  if  not  exercifed  by  debate  ;  and 
therefore  they  were  refolved  to  guard  againft  fuch  a  misfortune, 
by  debating  without  grounds,  and  merely  for  debating  fake.  In 
this,  however,  they  aded  judicioufly,  that  as  they  were  aware 
the  point  on  which  they  were  determined  to  argue,  was  trifling 
and  infignificant  in  its  nature,  they  had  placed  in  the  front  of 
the  line,  to  lead  on  the  debate,  the  mojl  grave  of  all  the  orators 
(alluding  to  Mr.  Minchin,  who  always  fpeaks  in  a  ferirous  and 
folemn  manne'^5  an  orator,  who  by  his  great  profejfional  fkill, 
of  which  he  had  fo  often  made  a  fdcndid  dfplay^  had  been  en- 
abled fo  often  to  entertain  them  upon  naval  and  military  affairs. 
(Here  there  was  a  loud  laugh.)  The  Hon.  Gentleman  v/ho 
had  feconded  him,  had  however  thought  proper  to  urge  new 
reafons  againft  the  Speaker's  leaving  the  chair  :  he  had  ftarted 
the  point  of  order  ;  but  where  was  this  order  to  be  found  ?  He 
could  not  find  it  among  the  written  orders  pf  the  Houfe  ;  he  dif- 
covered  it  only  in  the  arguments  of  thofe,  who  had  an  objed  to 
gain  by  eftablifhing  it^  and  who  therefore  did  not  hefitate  to 
ajfume  the  exiftence  of  an  order,  which  they  could  not  prove* 
But  though  he  Ihould  be  as  ready  to  grant,  as  he  was  to  deny, 
that  there  exifted  any  fuch  order,  he  fhould  ftill  contend  that  it 
had  been  fulfilled  ;  for  the  eftimates  had  been  a6lually  fevcn  days 
before  the  Houfe.  This  was  a  fail  which  the  fticklers  for  the 
point  of  order  could  not  difpute  :  How  then  did  they  attempt  to 
get  rid  of  the  difficulty  which  the  eftablifhment  of  this  facl  threw 
in  their  way  ? — Why  by  afHrming,  that  the  eftimates  ought  to  lie 
upon  the  table  feven  entire  days,  exclufive  of  the  day  on  which 
they  were  prefented.  They  were,  certainly,  very  forward  in^ 
afTuming  or  begging  the  queftion  ;  he  wifhed  they  would  be  fo 
good  as  to  ftate  any  grounds,  to  convince  others,  that  they  took 
only  that  for  granted,  which  could  not  be  controverted  ;  this, 
however,  they  had  not  attempted,  for  they  knew  very  well  that 
their  pofition  was  not  maintainable ;  for  if  it  was  once  flated 
that  the  eftimates  ought  to  lie  feven  d.-.ys  upon  the  table,  a  man 
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of  the  plainefi:  underflanding  would  be  able  to  fay  very  plainly 
and  very  truly,  that  their  having  been  laid  upon  the  table  on  one 
day,  vi'as  a  proof  that  they  were  upon  it  that  day :  and  if  the 
objefl  of  the  luppofed  order  was  to  prevent  furfri-z.e  (a  thing, 
which  from  the  number  of  members  he  faw  prefent,  could  not 
be  apprel:ended  this  day)  he  faw  not  the  leaft  ground  for  think- 
ing that  the  day  on  which  the  eftimates  were  prefented,  flaould 
not  be  reckoned  as  one  out  of  thofe,  on  which  they  were  to  re- 
main in  the  Houfe  before  Gentlemen  {hould  be  called  on  to 
vote  them.  But  in  truth,  there  was  no  proof  whatever  that  they 
fhould  remain  any  particular  number  of  days  before  they  were 
to  be  difcufll'd  ;  and  thofe  vt'ho  maintained  the  contrary  opi- 
nion, had  not  favoured  the  Houfe  with  one  fingle  proof  in  fup- 
port  of  their  aflcrtions.  Me  revered  the  cultoms  and  inftitu- 
tions  of  Parliament  as  much  as  the  noble  Lord  who  had  pre- 
ceded him,  but  he  faw  no  infringement  on  the  prefent  occafion. 
With  regard  to  taking  the  Houfe  hy  furpr'izey  he  was  convinced 
that  no  fuch  thing  could  happen  at  this  time,  as  it  was  evident 
that  Gentlemen  had  made  confiderable  preparation  for  the  bu- 
fmefs  of  the  day,  and  were  refolved  to  embrace  every  the  moft 
trifling  opportunity  of  difplaying  their  wit  and  eloquence.  The 
detradlion  of  the  Gentlemen  on  the  oppofite  fide,  proved  the 
imbecility  of  the  caufe  which  they  efpoufed.  He  defpifed  their 
envy  and  malevolence.  He  fmiled  at  their  attacks  j  and,  in- 
ftead  of  fmarting  under  the  lafh  of  their  ridicule,  he  was  per- 
fe(^ly  eafy  under  the  ccnfcioufncfs  of  the  re£litude  of  his  own 
condu6l. 
Mr.  Mar-  The  Hon.  Charles  Marfhamxo{t  with  fome  warmth,  as  he 
confidered  the  attack  of  the  Right  Honourable  Gentleman  as  a 
perfonal  invective  againft  himfelf. — He  had  accufed  him  of 
abandoning,  for  frivolous  reafons,  a  meafure  of  general  utility. 
He,  hov/ever,  could  not  be  ignorant  what  thefe  reafons  v^^xo,. 
He  recapitulated  the  fieps  he  had  taken  in  the  bufmefs  ;  he  was 
confcious  that  he  had  acTied  from  the  pureft  motives  ;  he  had 
not  defcfted  the  caufe  of  the  Militia,  or  of  the  public,  by  any 
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meafures  he  had  taken  ;  he  wanted  to  fecure  both  :  and  he  had 
bcenaverfe  from  bringing  forward  his  Bill  on  this  very  account. 
He  was  aware,  that  in  the  prefent  fituation  of  affairs,  th:re  ex- 
ifted  a  ftatute  which  might  be  called  into  execution,  and  which 
in  its  execution  might,  with  the  concurrence  of  the  Houfc, 
give  efficacy  to  that  very  regulation  which  he  wifhed  eftablifh- 
ed  as  cfTential  to  the  proper  difcipline  of  the  Militia.  He 
meant  their  being  called  out  once  every  year.  Were  he,  how- 
ever, in  the  prefent  circumftances  of  the  cafe,  to  attempt,  by 
any  Bill  which  he  might  bring  in,  to  put  matters  on  a  better 
cftabli{hment,  he  v/as  fufpicious  that  he  might  endanger  tlie 
very  exigence  of  that  objecSl  which  he  was  chiefly  ambitious  to 
preferve.  The  Right  Honourable  Gentleman's  concurrence 
in  the  plan  propofed,  not  as  a  fimple  individual,  but  as  the  Mi- 
nifter  of  the  country,  he  confidered  as  abfolutely  neceffary  to 
the  creation  of  the  fyftem.  He  was  not  fmgular  in  this  opi- 
nion. There  were  two  other  Gentlemen  with  whom  he  be- 
lieved the  Right  Honourable  Gentleman  would  not  differ  but 
with  relutSlance,  who  were  connected  with  the  Militia,  who  , 
entertained  the  fame  fentiments  of  the  bufmefs  as  he  did,  and 
with  whom  the  Right  Honourable  Gentleman  might  commune, 
if  he  faw  fit,  on  the  fubjeit.  If  he  was  ferious  in  his  inten- 
tions to  adopt  any  fcheme  which  might  render  the  Militia 
more  ufeful ;  if  he  was  anxious  to  profit  by  the  labours  of  thofe 
who  had  attended,  perhaps  more  than  he  had  done,  to  the  fub- 
jecl,  he  had  it  now  fairly  in  his  power.  Every  information 
that  he,  or  the  Gentlemen  who  had  been  occupied  in  the  fame 
refearch,  could  give,  was  now  in  his  pofTeffion  ;  and  it  would 
depend  on  himfelf  whether  he  fhould  make  any  ufe  of  it  at  all, 
or  turn  it  to  the  advantage  of  the  public,  and  of  the  Mi- 
litia. 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  was  afloniflied,    that   the  Mr.W.PItt» 
Honourable  Member  had  confidered  what  had  fallen  from  him 
as  a  pcrfonal  attack :  nothing  could  be  more  remote  from  his 
intention ;  the  arguments  he  had  employed  would  not  fupport 
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the  conclufion.  It  had  become  the  favourite  objeft  with  the 
other  fide  of  the  Houfe  to  exhibit  him  as  unfriendly  to  the  Mi- 
lia,  becaufe  he  had  not  declared  his  intention  to  concur  with 
rerpe6l  to  one  regulation  contained  in  the  Bill,  before  it  fhould 
be  difcufTed  in  the  Houfe.     There   was  furely  no   ground  for 

I  the  allegation.     If  it  belonged  to  any  perfons  to  bring  forward 

meafures  of  this  nature,  it  was  furely  the  province  of  thofe 
who,  from  a  devotion  of  mind  to  a  particular  fubjeiSl,  v/ere  pof- 
fefTed  of  the  moft  extenfive  knowledge  of  it.  In  the  oftenfible 
charafter  in  which  he  ftood,  various  plans  of  operation  were 
conuantly  preffing  themfelves  on  his  notice.  It  was  impoflible 
for  him  to  beftow  that  attention  to  each,  which  a  fingle  indi- 
vidual or  a  body  of  men  might  do.  This  was  precifely  the 
cafe  in  the  prefent  inftance.  Communications  had  no  doubt 
been  made  by  thofe  who  had  employed  themfelves  in  digefting 
a  new  fyftem  of  Militia  Lav/,  amonglr:  whom  the  Honourable 
Gentleman  was  one  ;  but  would  any  one  venture  to  fay,  that 
though  pofTefled  of  fuch  communications,  he  was  equally  well 
qualified  to  bring  forward  a  meafure  of  this  nature  with  thofe 
who  had  made  it  an  objedt  of  ftudy,  and  dedicated  a  large  por- 
tion of  their  time  to  the  confideration  of  it  ?  Amongfl  the 
number  of  thefe,  he  was  convinced  the  Honourable  Gentleman 
was  moft  confpicuous ;  it  belonged,  therefore,  to  him  more 
properly  to  bring  it  forward  ;  and  if  he  confidered  his  difappro- 
bationof  his  intended  defertion  of  duty  as  a  perfonal  attack,  he 
had  every  allowance  from  him  to  take  it  up  in  that  light. 

Lord  North.  Lc)r<i  North  animadverted  on  what  had  fallen  from  the  Right 
Honourable  Gentleman  (the  Chancellor  of  Exchequer)  re- 
ipeiting  his  own  conducl  as  well  as  that  of  his  friends.  He 
had  charged  them  vath  a  defect  of  duty,  in  not  oppofmg  the 
order  of  the  Houfe  at  an  earlier  period.  Why,  fays  the  Gen- 
tleman, did  you  not  come  down  on  Friday,  and  objecl  to  it  ? 
Why  did  you  not  oppofe  it  before  this  time  ?  If  you  had,  the 
navy  might  have  been  voted  in  the  meanwhile,  and  all  objec- 
ticns  to  preceipitaacy  removed.     This  indeed  may  be  a  fpecies 

of 
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of  argument  to  the  men,  but  not  to  the  rule.  As  for  his  own 
part,  his  abfence  admitted  of  fome  fort  of  vindication.  On  the 
Friday  and  Saturday  it  was  impofTible  for  him  to  attend.  On 
the  Monday  he  went  to  the  country.     He  had  remained  there  ^ 

till  this  day.  But  fuppofing  he  and  his  friends  might  not  have 
been  doing  duty,  as  the  Secretary  at  War  or  the  Right  Ho- 
nourable Gentleman  ;  yet  furely  this  conduct  had  not  efcaped 
the  obfervation  of  one,  to  whom  particular  attention  was  due 
in  all  matters  of  form  ; — the  obfervation  he  meant  of  the  Rig^ht 
Honourable  Member  who  fo  defervedly  filled  the  chair.  He 
haddeclaredhisfentimentsrelativeto  this  matter  when'it  was  firft 
propofed,  and  had  explained  the  uniform  practice  of  the  Houfe. 
What  he  had  then  obferved  was  perfe6lly  coincident  with  his 
ideas  on  the  fubje^l,  whatever  it  might  be  with  thofe  of  the 
other  fide  of  the  Houfe.  Still,  however,  every  thing  that  had 
been  faid  was  confidered  by  the  Right  Honourable  Gentleman 
as  the  language  and  argument  of  what  he  denominated  a  "  vi^ 
gorous  oppofit'ion.''^  Whether  the  oppofition  was  vigorous  or 
not  he  would  not  pretend  to  fay ;  but  furely  the  prefent  queftion 
was  not  a  point  of  oppofition,  but  a  mere  queftion  of  form. 
It  mas  fimply  this  :  whether  the  Houfe  would  agree,  for  no 
plaufible  reafon  whatever,  to  depart  from  a  mode  of  procedure, 
which  had  been  uniformly  adopted  by  it,  or  not?  He  contend- 
ed very  ftrenuoufly,  that  there  was  no  deviation  from  this  prac- 
tice., and  that  there  ought  to  be  none,  unlefs  upon  the  moft 
critical  occafions,  or  for  the  moft  urgent  reafons.  If  none  of 
thefe  exifted  in  the  prefent  cafe,  why  wander  from  the  ordinary 
courfe  ?  If  then  there  were  precedents,  thofe  precedents  fhould 
be  produced ;  and  they  fhould  be  more  efpecially  produced  by 
thoJ«,  who  were  attempting  a  new  and  extraordinary  mode  of 
conduft.  This  duty  lay  on  them,  and  not  on  thofe  who  con- 
tended for  what  they  imagined  to  be  the  invariable  pravftice  of 
the  Houfe. 

Mr.   Powncy  obferved,  that  as  the  Honourable  Gentleman  Mr.  Powney 
who  was  to  bring  in  the  Militia  Bill  declined  it,  he  did  not  fee 
3  why 
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why  the  Gentleman  who  feconded  it  (Mr.  Pye)  might  not  take 
it  up. 

?/Ir.  Pye.  ]\/jr^  Py^  f^id,  that  as  he  was  not  accuftomed  to  fpeak  in  pub-i 

lie,  and  was  but  a  young  Member  of  Parliament,  he  was  fear- 
ful he  fhould  not  do  ample  juflice  to  the  caufe  he  undertook; 
but  as  he  was  a  zealous  friend  to  the  Militia,  though  he  look- 
ed on  the  annual  exercife  as  abfolutely  efiential  to  the  inftitu- 
tion,  yet  he  would  not  confent  to  give  up  the  fyftem  becaufe  the 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  did  not  in  the  prefent  inftant  ab- 
folutely pledge  himfelf  to  fupport  that  part  of  it ;  and  therefore 
if  the  other  Gentleman  who  firft  moved  the  bufmefs  was  re-- 
folved  to  decline  it,  he  promifcd  the  Houfe  that  he  would  him- 
felf bring  it  forward. 

Earl  Surrey.      Lord  Surrey  fpoke. 

Mr.  Taylor,  Mr.  Taylor  complained  of  the  ungenerous  treatment  refpeiSl- 
ing  the  Militia  bufmefs,  with  which  his  Right  Honourable 
Friend  (the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer)  had  met.  He 
avowed  himfelf  a  fmcere  friend  to  the  Militia.  From  the 
knowledge,  however,  which  he  had  acquired  on  this  fubjedl, 
he  had  his  doubts  whether  or  not  the  regulation  which  was  in- 
tended, would  be  productive  of  any  good  eiFe<£l  or  not.  He 
hoped  the  matter  would  be  brought  into  difcuffion,  and  that 
every  perfon  would  obtain  that  information  which  was  abfolute- 
ly necefl'ary  for  a  juft  decifion  on  the  point. 

Mr.  Fox.  Mr.  Fox  could  not  help  remarking  on  what  had  fallen  from 
the  Right  Honourable  Gentleman  relative  to  his  judgment  re- 
fpedfing  the  Militia.  1  he  Militia  formed  part  of  the  defenCg 
of  the  nation.  Did  the  Right  Honourable  Gentleman  then 
affe<5l  a  greater  ignorance  on  this  fubject  than  any  other  per- 
fon? Was  it  not  his  duty  to  inform  himfelf  of  all  its  circum- 
ftanccs?  He  was  the  Minlfter  of  the  country,  and  as  fuch  i^ 
became  him  to  be  better  informed  on  this  point  than  any  other 
perfon.  This,  therefore,  was  no  ground  of  excufe  why  he 
fhould  not  bring  forward  any  meafure  Vv'hich  might  be  judged 
iKcefiary  for  putting  the  country  into  a  better  Hate  of  defence, 

-  it 
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It  was  his  duty  to  know,  and  to  do  this  beyond  that  of  every 
other  Member  of  the  Houfe ;   and  to  decline  this  tafk  on  pre- 
tences of  want  of  fufficient  information,  was  no  argument  at  all 
in  his  favour.  He  hoped  fuch  fubterfuges  would  not  be  allowed 
as  precedents  in  the  Houfe,  nor  received  by  the  country  at  large. 
With  regard  to  the  point  of  form  under  more  immediate  dif- 
cuffion,  he  faw  no  reafon  why  the  uniform  ufage  of  the  Houfe 
fhould  be  departed  from  on  the  prefent  occafion.     His  Honour- 
able Friend  near  him  (Mr.  Sheridan)  had  contended,  that  the 
Eftimatcs  fhould  have  lain  on  the  table,  agreeable  to  praftice, 
eight  days.     The  Right  Honourable  Secretary  at  War  had  ac- 
knowledged, that  they  had  lain  there  only  feven.     Why  then 
tranfgrefs  the  ordinary  ufage  of  the  Houfe,  or  give  birth  to  a 
precedent  which  might  afterwards  be  employed  as  a  dangerous 
inftrument  of  furprlze.     He  knew  of  no  inflance  occurring  on 
the  face  of  the  Journals,  which  juftified  the  ftep;  and  he  was 
of  opinion,  that  the  Gentleman  on  the   oppofite  fide   of  the 
table  fhould  either  fhew  fome  authority  for  adopting  this  new 
line  of  conduit,  or  relinquifh  it  altogether.     He  was  flrength- 
ened  in  his  opinion,  that  there  was  no  precedent  on  the  Jour- 
nals of  the  Houfe  that  juftified  their  going  into  a  Committee 
on  the  Army  Eftimates  before  they  had  lain  eight  days  on  the 
table,  as  this  idea  had  been  countenanced  by  an  authority  to 
which  he  had  uniformly  paid  an  implicit  deference — the  Chair. 
As  to  the  plan  of  voting  the  Army,  contrary  to  cuflom,  be- 
fore the  Navy,  he  could  eafily  conceive  a  reafon  for  it.     The 
Navy  was  recommended  warmly  in  his  Majefly's  Speech,  as  an 
objecl  of  attention.     If,  however,  it  fhould  be  voted  prior  to 
the  Army,  when  the  latter  came  under  fubfequent  confidera- 
tion,  various  arguments  of  objecStion  might  be  flated,  which, 
by  the  intended  manoeuvre,  would  be  entirely  cut  off.     By  the 
prefent  irregular  mode,  the  Army  would  be  fecured  as  a  fa- 
vourite objeil,  whilft  the  Navy  muft,  at  all  events,  be  fupport- 
ed  and  increafed, 

Mr. 
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Mr.  Rofe.        Mr.  Rofe  did  not  rife  with  any  intention  to  delay  the  Houfe 
by  a  detail  of  arguments  on  the  prefent  queftion.     He  would 
only  beg,  that  the  Journals  of  the  12th  and  i6th  of  Dec.  1774, 
might  be  read,  which  was  done.     From  thence  it  clearly  ap- 
peared, that  Lord  Barrington,  then  Secretary  at  War,  had  laid 
the  Eftimates  of  the  Army  on  the  table  on  the  firft  of  thefe  pe- 
riods ;  and  that  they  had  been  fubmitted  to  a  Committee  of 
the  Houfe,  and  voted  the  following  one,  not  after  eight  days 
confideration,  as  contended  for,   but   only  four.       Mr.   Rofe 
hoped,  that  this  precedent  would  not  be  obje6led  to,  or  be   in 
the  leaft  offenfive  to  the  Noble  Lord  (Lord  North)  on  the  op- 
pofite  fide  of  the  Houfe,  or  his  friends. 
Lord  North.      IjOx^  North.^  amidft  apparent  confternation  on  the  Oppofi- 
tion  bench,  declared,  that  it  had  been  produced  for  that  very 
purpofe — (here  a  laugh).     He  obferved,   that   though  he   had 
uniformly  contended  for  a  flricl  adherence  to  the  pradlice  of 
the  Houfe,  yet  he  had  never  been  abfurd  enough  to  affert,  that 
there  was  no  fuppofable  occafion  on  which  it  might  be  dif- 
penfed  with.     He  was  perfuaded,   that  there  muft  have  been 
fomething  fmgular  to  have  given  rife  to  the  precedent  quoted, 
though  it  ought  not  to  be  urged  as  a  general  rule,  as  one  fwal- 
low  does  not  make  a  fummer.     The  American  war  was  then 
about  to  commence,  at  leaft  the  feeds  of  it  had  become  appa- 
,      rent,  and  precipitancy  in  voting  the  Army  Eftimates  might, 
on  fuch  an  occafion,  be  juftifiable.     The  new  Parliament  had, 
at  the  period  alluded  to,  met  for  the  firft  feffion  ;  it  was  in  the 
month  of  December  ;  on  account  of  the  holidays  they  m.uft  ad- 
journ about  the  24.th  j  there  might,   therefore,   be   no  impro- 
priety in  a  nev/  Parliament,  on  the  apparent  approach  of  a  war* 
^  giving  a  proof,  by  even  tranfgreffing  an  eftabliftied  rule,  of  their 

confidence  in  his  Majefty's  Minifters,  by  voting  the  Army  in 
the  expeditious  manner  they  had  done. 
Mr.    Gren-      The  Honourable  Mr.   Grenv'ille  could  not  fupprefs  his  indig- 
^''^^'  nation  at  the  conduit  of  the  Noble  Lord.     He  and  his  friends 

had  contended,   with  unexampled  confidence,  that  there  was 

no 
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no  precedent  to  countenance  the  propofetl  meafures.     Yet  what 
had  appeared  on  the  Journals  of  the  Houfe,  and  during  the 
Noble  Lord's  own  adminiftration  alfo,  but  a  precedent  exa6lly 
in  point,  and  a  precedent  which  ought  not  to  have  efcaped  the 
-  recoUedion  of  the  Noble  Lord,  er  of  his  friends.     The  Noble 
Lord  aflerts,  that  the  war  with  America  was  then  in  viewj  and 
that  this  circumftance  might  account  for  the  Houfe  going  out 
of  its  common  form  for  the  purpofe  of  giving  proof  of  its  con- 
fidence in  Miniftry.     But  for  what  purpofe  was  that  confidence 
to  be  beftov.'ed,  but  for  the  adopting  a  train  of  meafures  which 
he  hoped  his  Right  Honourable  Friend  was  incapable  even  of 
conceiving,  as  they  had  been  fo  fatally  prejudicial  to  the  in- 
terefts  of  the  country.     He  could  not  fufiiciently  reprobate  the 
conduit  of  thofe  in  oppofition,  who,  with  a  flrange  effrontery, 
had  called  for  precedents,  and  with  an  unexampled  confidence 
had  afTerted,  that  there  wras  no  ground  for  continuing  a  meafure 
which  feemed  fully  juflified  by  the  Journals  of  the  Houfe. 

Lord  North  could  not  but  admire  the  ingenuity  of  the  Ho-  LordNorth. 
nourable  Gentleman,  who  found  it  necefTary,  on  all  occafions, 
to  have  recourfe  to  the  American  war.  The  American  war 
was  a  uniform  topic  of  him  and  his  friends.  All  its  difaflers 
were  charged  on  him.  In  fhort,  the  American  war  was  his 
great  ckeval  de  hattauk  ;  it  was  his  favourite  hobby-horfe,  he 
was  fond  of  mounting  him  on  all  occafions.  He  would  re- 
mind him,  however,  as  well  as  his  Right  Honourable  Friend, 
in  what  the  American  war  originated — it  was  the  Stamp  A<5t. 
Hereditary  virtue,  and  hereditary  merit,  had  been- talked  of; 
and  he  believed  that  if  there  was  any  thing  in  fuch  ideas,  they 
were  as  applicable  to  the  Plonourabie  Gentleman  and  his  Rio-ht 
Honourable  Friend,  in  the  view  of  the  American  war,  as 
to  him. 

Mr.  Courienay  rofe  next,  an*d  had  got  jufl  fo  far  in  his  fpeech  Mr.  Courte, 
as  to  fay,  that  "  the  R.ight  Honourable  Gentleman  had  com-"''^' 
bated,  in  all  he  had  faid,  the  authority  of  the  Chair,"  when 
he  was  interrupted  by 

Mr, 
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Mr.  Gren-  Mr.  GrenvUle^  who  called  him  to  order :  he  faid  the  Ho- 
nourable Gentleman  had  tortured  his  arguments,  with  a  view 
to  make  them  appear  to  the  Houfe  calculated  to  convey  a  cen- 
fure  upon  the  Chair,  than  which  nothing  could  be  more  diftant- 
from  his  intention,  as  no  one  entertained  a  higher  refpe6l  for 
the  opinion  of  the  Chair  than  he  did. 
Mr.Courte-  Mr.  Coicrtenay  replied,  that  the  Right  Honourable  Member 
*'^'  had  given  a  ftriking  proof  of  his  fagacity,  in  having  been  able 

todifcover,  not  what  he  (Mr.  Courtenay)  had  faid,  but  what  he 
was  going  to  fay.  It  was  impoffible,  for  two  very  fubftantial 
reafons,  that  he  could  have  iovinxt^  the  arguments  of  the  Right 
Honourable  Gentleman.  In  the  firll:  place,  he  had  not  been 
able  to  get  through  half  a  fentence,  when  the  Right  Honourable 
Gentleman  thought  proper  to  interrupt  him.  And  in  the  next 
place,  it  was  impoffible  that  he  could  have  tortured  his  argu- 
ments ;  for,  in  truth,  the  Right  Honourable  Gentleman  had 
not  ufed  any  arguments  at  all :  inftead  of  fpeaking  to  the  quef- 
tion,  he  had  deviated  into  extraneous  matter  not  at  all  applica- 
ble to  the  bufinefs  then  under  confideration  ;  fuch  was  his  di- 
greffion  relative  to  the  American  war,  in  which  the  Right  Ho- 
nourable Gentleman  had  ufed  language  the  moft  unexpecSled 
that  could  have  fallen  from  any  man  of  delicacy ;  for  when  he 
firft  mentioned  the  American  war,  he  thought  he  was  moft  cer- 
tainly going  to  defend  it,  from  a  principle  of  f  Hal  piety  -,  and 
that  he  was  about  to  follow  the  example  of  the  Chancellor  of 
the  Exchequer,  who  had  boafted  this  day,  that  he  had  an  /;^?v- 
ditary  right  to  hke  the  eftablifliment  of  a  Militia:  fo  might 
the  Right  Plonourablc  Gentleman  have  boafted,  that  he  had  an 
hereditary  right  to  approve,  fupport,  and  defend  the  American 

war. But  it  would  feem  from  what  both  Gentlemen  had 

faid,  that  they  claimed  a  right  alfo  to  condemn  and  overturn 
thofe  things  for  which  they  profefled  to  entertain  the  greateft 
refpeft ;  and  that  though  they  agreed  in  principles  with  the 
public,  they  were  alv/ays  liable  to  avoid  being  obliged  to  ad- 
mit all  the  confequences  that  v/ould  flow  from  them,  by  fiding 

away 
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•nwiiy  upon  a  ciifrincllon.     The   American  war  had,   in  truth, 
been  the  work  of  the  Right  Honourable  Gei  tleman's  father; 
but  he  never  failed  to  abufe  it,  when  by  fo  doing  he  found  an 
opportunity  of  attacking  the  Noble  Lord  in  the  Blue  Ribband. 
So  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  exprefied  his  veneration 
for  the  Militia,  the  cftablifliment  of  which  had  been  the  work 
of  his  father  ;  but  his  veneration  appeared  only  in  bis  words, 
for  when  the  worthy  and  refpe6lable  country  gentlemen,   who 
had  digcitcd  a  fyftem  for  rendering  the  Militia  eiHcient,  waited 
upon  him  with  their  plan,  he  gave  great  praife  to  them  for  their 
patriotic  labours,  and  approved  of  every  part  of  the  Bill  ex- 
cept one,  which  v/as  precifely  the   mod  clTential  part  of  the 
whole,  the  Jine  qua  nan  of  the  plan,  without  which  they  did 
not  tliink  they  ought  to  proceed  in  it,  as  the  reje6l:iort  of  thi? 
one  part,  v/hich  was  the  calling  out  and  training  the  Militia 
every  year,  v/ould  completely  defeat  the  great  object  of  it.     So 
that  in  truth,  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  appeared  now 
moR-  clearly  to  be  an  enemy  to  the  Militia  in  effect,  though  he 
did  not  dare  to  avow  it  publicly  in  fo  many  words;  for  he  knew 
that  as  it  was  a  favourite  fervice  with  the  public,  he  would  be 
deferted  by  the  moft  independent  men,  who  now  fupportcd  him. 
This  was  not  an  idle  or  light  fufpicion  on  his  part,  he  was  forry 
to  fee  but  too  much  rcalon  for  entertaining  it.     It  was  remark- 
able, that  on  all  former  occafions  the  Navy  had  been  voted  be- 
fore the  Army :  but  this  year  there  u'as  a  deviation  from  that 
practice,  v/hich  was  not  a  little  furprifing ;  nay,  it  was  alarm- 
ing when  coupled  with  another  circumflance,  of  which  he  had 
heard  fomething,  and  which  he  believed  would  foon  be  known    ' 
to  the  Houfe  at  large ;  and  that  vv'as,  that  on  the  next  fupply 
day  a  redudlion  of  tivo  thcitfaiid  k?i.mcx\  would  be  propcfed.    He 
would  put  it  to  the  feelings  of  Gentlemen,  how  far  it  was  con- 
fiflent  with  the  fpirit  and  genius  of  the  conftitution,  to  keep  up 
a  ftanding  army  fo  a  great  extent,  which  was  only  tolerated  from 
year  to  year  in  this  country ;  and  to  reduce  the  marine  ftrength 
by  the  redudlion  of  2000  fcamen,  v,-hile  the  conllitutional  land 
V  C'L.  L  G  defence, 
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defence,  the  Militia,  was  wholly  neglected,  and  fufFercd  to 
crumble  away.  This,  he  obferved,  was  a  fubje£l  worthy  the 
moft  ferious  attention,  but  on  which  he  would  fay  no  more  at 
prefent.  He  then  turned  to  the  point  of  order,  and  having 
defcanted  fome  time  on  the  arguments  ufed  by  other  Gentle- 
men on  that  head,  he  faid  there  was  an  authority  to  which  it 
was  ufual  to  appeal  in  matters  of  that  nature,  the  authority  of 
the  Chair;  he  called,  therefore,  on  the  Speaker  to  declare  his 
opinion  on  the  fubjeiS^ ;  and  concluded  by  faying,  that  the  de- 
cifion  of  the  Chair  fhould  determine  his  vote. 

Here  there  was  a  cry  of  "  Chair,  Chair,"  upon  which  the 
The  Speak-  Speaker  rofe,  and  obferved,  that  he  had  little  more  to  fay  than 
to  repeat  what  he  had  faid  on  the  fubjedl  a  few  days  ago,  when 
the  Secretary  at  War   gave  notice  that  he  would  move  that 
the  Army  Eftimates  fhould  on  this  day  be  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee of  Supply. — On  that  occafion,  he  had  thought  it  his 
duty  to  ftate,  that  it  was  the  pradlice  of  the  Houfe  to  let  the 
Army  Eftimates  lie  eight  days  upon  the  table  before  they  fuf- 
fered  them  to  be  referred  to  the  Committee  of  Supply.     He 
found,  on  that  occafion,   (when  he  had  delivered  his  opinion 
fome  days  ago)  that  the  fenfe  of  the  Houfe  feemed  not  to  be  in 
favour  of  that  praftice  ;  upon  which  he  faid,  that  the  Houfe 
was  certainly  at  liberty  to  change  the  order  of  its  proceedings ; 
but  that  he  thought  it  his  duty  to  ftate  the  pradlice,  leaving  it 
to  the  Houfe  to  determine  whether  it  Ihould  be  ftill  adhered 
to  or  not. 
Mr.Dundas.      Mr.  Dundas  exprefied  the  greateft- refpeiS:  for  the  Chair;  but 
he  faid,  that  in  diflenting  from  it  at  prefent,  he  was  counte- 
nanced by  thofe  v/ho  were  ultimately  to  decide  in  fuch  a  point 
—the  Houfe  at  large.     The  Honourable  Gentleman,  who  had 
fpoke  immediately  before  the  opinion  Vv^as  given  from  the  Chair, 
liad  not  ufed  any  new  arguments ;  but  had  merely  repeated,  in 
coarfe  and  clurafy  language,  thofe  which  had  been  ufed  by  others 
who  had  preceded  him.     He  had  alfo  indulged  himfelf  in  licen- 
^  tioufiy  attacking  his  Right  Honourable  Friend;  (the  Chancellor 

of 
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of  the  Exchequer)  endeavouring  to  reprefent  him  as  an  enemy 
to  the  MiHtia  ;  but  fhould  his  Right  Honourable  Friend  think 
proper  to  make  any  reply  to  what  had  been  urged  againft  him 
on  that  head,  he  muft  have  a  much  higher  opinion  of  the  argu- 
ments of  that  Honourable  Gentleman,  than  he,  or  he  believed 
the  Houfe,  could  poflibly  entertaia.  That  Honourable  Gen- 
tleman had  feid,  that  his  two  Right  Honourable  Friends  (Mr. 
Pitt  and  Mr.  Grenville)  appeared  always  to  agree  with  the  pub- 
lic upon  all  thofe  principles  which  were  held  facred  by  the 
country;  but  that  by  fiding  off  upon  a  diftinclion,  they  never  '■ 
failed  to  find  a  pretence  for  defeating  the  wiihes  of  the  people, 
and  avoiding  an  agreement  in  the  conclufion  that  might  be  de- 
duced from  the  principles.  But  this  was  not  the  cafe  ;  and  it 
was  only  by  mifreprefentation  that  any  colour  could  be  given 
for  fuch  an  afl'ertion  :  for  in  no  part  of  what  the  Chancellor  of 
the  Exchequer  had  faid,  could  there  be  found  the  leaft  reafon 
for  concluding,  that  he  was  an  enemy  to  the  Militia  :  the  re- 
verfe  was  what  appeared  ;  and  all  that  could  be  faid  againft  hint 
on  that  head  was,  that  he  was  not  as  yet  prepared  to  give  as 
decided  an  opinion  upon  one  particular  point,  as  other  Gentle- 
men were  who  had  made  it  the  fubje6l  of  their  ftudy  for  manv 
months  paft.  Taking  his  leave  here  of  the  Honourable  Mem- 
ber who  had  fpoke  laft,  he  faid,  he  muft  take  notice  of  a  fo- 
phifm  which  had  been  ufed  by  a  Right  Honourable  Gentleman,  ' 

who  had  preceded  him  (Mr.  Fox).  It  was  this — that  Right 
Honourable  Gentleman  had  obferved,  that  he  could  not  believe 
his  Right  Honourable  Friend  had  not  yet  formed  a  decided  opi- 
nion relative  to  the  calling  out  the  Militia  annually,  and  for 
this  reafon,  that  as  a  Minifter,  he  muft  long  fmce  have  deter- 
mined what  was  to  be  the  plan  of  national  defence  for  the  pre- 
fent  year  :  and  hence  he  inferred,  that  hovv-ever  the  Chancellor 
of  the  Exchequer  might  v/iih  to  deny  it,  he  had  actually  made 
up  his  mind  on  the  queftion  of  calling  out  the  Militia,  though 
he  would  not  venture  to  ftate  his  opinion  to  the  Houfe.  He 
agreed  with  the  Right  Honourable  Gentleman  in  his  premifes  ; 
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that  his  Right  Hoiiourable  Friend,  as  a  Minifter,  muft  have 
made  up  his  mind  refpe6ting  the  national  defence  for  the  pre- 
fent  year ;  but  it  by  no  means  followed  from  this,  that  he  had 
formed  a  decided  opinion  on  the  propriety  of  calling  out  the 
Militia  annually  :  for  there  was  certainly  a  very  great  difference 
between  the  general  plan  of  defence,  and  a  particular  regula- 
tion ;  for  the  calling  out  of  the  Militia  was  no  more  than  a  re- 
gulation of  a  part  of  the  exifting  defence  of  the  country.     He 
could  not  help  obferving  here,  that  the  very  Gentleman  who 
was  foremoft  in  attacking  his  Right  Honourable  Friend,  for  not 
having  made  up  his  mind  on  that  point  before  now.  had  not, 
even  at  this  moment,  a  decided  opinion  on  the  fubjeft ;  and 
he  was  not  an  ordinary  man,  for  though  out  of  office,  he  had 
been  twice  a  Minifter :-— "  I  afk  him,  therefore,"   faid   Mr. 
Dundas,  "  not  as  a  Minifter^  (Go<l  forbid  he  were  one  at  this 
moment)  but  as  a' Gentleman  who  has  heen  a  Minifter,  why  he 
did  not  make  up  his  miiid  on  the  fubjeft  at  either  of  the  two 
periods  when  he  had  a  fhare  in  the  direction  of  his  Majefly's 
Counfels,  as  during  neither  he  had  called  out  the  Militia  ?   He 
next  adverted  to  the  point  of  order  :  he  faid,  that  with  refpecl 
to  himfclf,  it  was  matter  of  indifFerence  whether  the  Army  was 
voted  on  this  day  or  on  Friday  next ;  but  he  was  very  much 
furprized,    indeed,    that  Gentlemen   fnould  afTume  what  they 
were  not  able  to  prove  ;  and  liis  furprize  was  heightened,  when 
he  fav/   them  perfevere    in  defending  a  pofition  in  defiance  of 
evidence.     They  had  been  pleafed  to  aiTert,  that  it  was  the  in- 
variable praiSice  of  the  Houfe  not  to  vote  the  Army  Eftimates 
until  they  had  lain  upon  the  table  eight  days  ;  but  unfortunately 
for  them,  an  Honourable  Gentleman  (Mr.  Rofe)  who  had  not 
been  in  the  Houfe  wheii  the  debate  began,  but  who,   hearing 
upon   what  it  ran,  opened  the  Journals,  and  the  very  firft  paf- 
fage  that  caught  his  eye,  aflordcd  the  mofl  complete  refutation 
of  their  doctrine,  it  appearing  that  in  the  year  1774,  the  Efti- 
niates  of  the  Army  had  been  voted  in  foio-  days  after  they  had 
been  laid  upon  the  table  ;  he  made  no  doubt  but  the  Journals 
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contained  hundreds  of  fimilar  precedents,  to  beat  down  the  doc- 
trine that  had  been  fo  confidently  affumed  by  the  Gentiemen  on 
the  other  fide  of  the  Houfe.  It  was  rather  fingular  that  his 
Noble  Friend  in  the  blue  ribband,  fhould  have  forgot  the  cafe 
which  had  been  quoted  from  the  Journals,  as  it  happened  during 
his  own  adminiftration ;  in  order  to  overturn  the  confequence 
that  was  fairly  deducible  from  it,  his  Noble  Friend  ought  to 
(hew,  that  the  cafe  had  happened  either  during  a  war,  or  upon 
fome  preffing  emergency,  that  would  warrant  a  departure  from 
a  general  rule  •,  but  this  he  could  not  do ;  for  in  the  firft  place 
the  matter  had  happened  in  time  of  peace ;  and  in  the  next,  the 
military  eftablifhment,  voted  at  that  time,  was  a  peace  eftablilh- 
ment.  This  precedent  therefore  not  having  been  founded  on 
any  extraordinary  occurrence  or  event,  was  not  to  be  deemed 
a  departure  from  the  rule,  as  fome  had  afferted  ;  and  by  being 
an  exception  to  it,  a  proof  of  the  exigence  of  the  rule ;  on  the 
contrary,  it  ought  fairly  to  be  admitted  as  a  proof  that  no  fuch 
rule  or  praftice  exifted  at  all. 

Mr.  Fox  begged  leave  to  fay  a  few  words  in  explanation,  and  Mr.  Fox. 
in  vindication  of  himfelf.  The  Right  Hon.  and  Learned  Gen- 
tleman had  applied  to  him  to  know,  why  he,  Vv'hen  in  office, 
had  not  made  up  his  mind,  or  called  out  the  Militia  :  this  quef- 
tion  was  put  to  him  as  a  man,  and  not  as  a  'tiihujlcr  ;  and  though, 
faid  Mr.  Fox,  the  Learned  Gentleman  exclaimed,  God  forbid 
I  ftiould  be  a  Minifter,  I  make  Ititle  doubt  but  were  I  one,  I 
might  have  many  queftions  and  much  bufmefs  to  do  with  him, 
if  /  pleafed  :  his  anfwer  to  the  queftion  was  fliort ;  he  had  been 
twice  a  Minifter  it  was  true  ;  but  the  firft  time  was  a  period  of 
war,  and  confequently  nothing  could  be  drawn  from  his  con- 
dudt  at  that  time,  applicable  to  a  queftion  about  calling  out  the 
Militia  in  time  o^ peace :  the  fecond  time  he  was  in  office,  he  re- 
mained there  about  nine  months  only,  fo  that  he  had  not  had  time 
to  fhew  what  his  plan  refpecling  the  Militia  might  have  been  ; 
had  he  remained  three  months  longer  in  office,  poffibly  he  might 
have  thought  it  proper  to  call  out  the  Militia  :  and  as  it  might 

G  3  have 


86  PARLIAMENTARY         [Feb.  8. 

have  been  done  within  the  year,  there  was  no  ground  for  faying 
to  a  certainty  that  he  would  not  have  done  it  had  he  been  a  year 
in  office.     But  this  much  was  certain,  tnat  he  would  have  de- 
pended very  much  on  the  opinion  of  profellional  men,  in  the 
forming  a  decided  opinion  on  that  head  ;  he  would   not  have 
been  fo  iiiops  conjllii,  as  not  to  have  been  able  to  find  able  men 
to  advife  with ;  and  after  having  taken  their  advice,  he  would 
foon  have  been  able  to  make  up  his  miad  :  but  tne   Right  Ho- 
nourable Gentleman  had  already  received  the  beft  advice  from 
fome  of  the  ableil  Militia  officers,  and  the  beft  difpofad  towards 
this  country ;  and  yet  he  faid,  he  had  not  yet  made  up  his  mind 
on  the  fubjea.     He  then  adverted  to  the  mention  that  had  been 
made  of  the  American  war  ;  he  faid  he  was  really  furprized,  that 
Gentlemen  on  the  other  fide  of  the  Houfe  ftiould  be  fo  impru- 
dent as  not  to  fuffer  that  bufmefs  to  fleep ;  for  if  any  one  of 
them  touched  upon  it,  and  ventured  to  condemn  that  war,  he 
was  fure  to  find  at  his   elbow  another  ready  to  defend  it :  the 
enemies  of  that  war  would  find  in  Council,  at  dinner,  at  all 
the  public  boards,  among  their  friends  and  aflbciates,  perfons 
who  would  ftand  forward  flrenuoufly  to  defend  the  juftice  of 
that  war,  and  among  others  a  Right  Honourable  Gentleman, 
hicrh  in  the  confidence  of  the  Minifter,  who  was  dill  a  Member 
of  that  Houfe  j  but  who,  if  reports  could  be  depended  upon, 
would   fhortly  leave  it,    in  order   to  grace   another  aflembly. 
(Alluding,  as  it  was  fuppofed,  to  Mr.   Jcnkinfon.)      It  had 
formerly  been  the  pradice  of  the  other  fide  of  the  Houfe  not  to 
let  any  opportunity  flip  to  attack  him  (Mr.  Fox)  upon  a  meafure 
(his  Eaft-lndia  bill)   as  much  condemned,  as  the  American 
war ;  but  he  perceived,  that  of  late,  that  bill  had  the  goqd  for- 
tune to  pafs  unnoticed  ;  very  probably,  it  was  on  account  of  the 
amazing  fuccefs  which  the  bill  of  the  Right  Honourable  Gen- 
tleman overagainft  him  had  met  with  ;  which  was  to  have  re- 
moved all  the  obje6tions  that  were  urged  againfl  his  profcribed 
bJl.     He  wondered  that  the  Gentlemen  on  the  other  fide  of  the 
Houfe  did  not  acl  as  wifely  with  refpedt  to  the  American  war, 
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and  confign  it  to  oblivion,  equally  with  a  bill,  which  was  once 
^s  much  an  obje(3:  of  cenfure  as  the  American  war  :  prudence 
Ihould  teach  them  to  do  the  one,  as  wejl  as  the  other.  He  had 
only  one  more  obfervation  to  make,  and  that  was,  that  the 
learned  Gentleman  could  have  had  no  objeftion  whatever  to 
poftpone  the  confideration  of  the  eftlmates  to  Friday  next,  as 
he  had  faid  he  was  perfedlly  indifferent  on  the  fubje£t,  until  he 
had  feen  by  whom  the  point  of  order  was  fupported  ;  and  then 
he  oppofed  the  order,  not  becaufe  he  thought  it  bad,  or  difliked 
it,  but  becaufe  he  difliked  thofe  who  argued  for  it.  The  Koufc 
would  give  due  credit  to  the  learned  Gentleman  for  fuch  a  pro- 
ceeding. 

Mr.  Courtenay  requefted  the  Houfe  would  permit  him  to  fay  a  Mr.  Cour» 
few  words  by  way  of  explanation.  The  Right  Hon.  and  learned  '^"*^* 
Gentleman  had  faid,  that  he  (Mr.  C.)  had  repeated,  in  coarfe 
and  clumfy  language,  the  arguments  of  others  who  had  preceded 
him  :  it  was  true  ;  but  then  the  reafon  of  his  having  tranflated 
them  into  fuch  language,  was,  that  he  might  render  them  intel- 
ligible to  the  learned  Gentleman. 

Mr.  Drakey  jun.  faid,  he  was  furprized  that  thofe  who  had  a  Mr.  Drake, 
few  days  ago  exprefled  their  diflatisfaition,  at  finding  that  the 
public  bufmefs  did  not  go  on  fafl  enough,  were  now  the  fore- 
moft  to  retard  its  progrefs ;  and  that  thofe  who  pretended  to  be 
the  greaiteft  ceconomifts  of  time,  were  fo  injudicious,  or  incon- 
fiftent,  as  to  Ihew  themfelves  the  greateft  fpendthrifts  of  it,  if 
he  might  venture  to  ufe  the  exprefiion. 

Here  the  debate  was  concluded,  by  a  call  of  "  Queftlon, 
Queftion ;"  and  a  divifion  having  been  called  for,  the  gallery 
was  cleared  i  but  the  point  having  been  given  up  by  oppofition, 
the  motion  for  the  Speaker's  leaving  the  chair  was  carried  with- 
out any  divifion. 

The  Houfe  then  went  into  aCon»mittec  of  Supply,  and  Mr. 
GUbart  having  taken  the  chair, 

The  Secretary  at  Wqr  moved  the  following  refolutions  : — that  sir  George 
17,638  men  be  granted  to  his  Majefty  fof  guards  and  garrifons  ^""^^"' 
for  year  1786. 
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That  647,005!.  be  granted  for  maintaining  the  fame. 
That  6,3581.  be  granted  for  the  difference  of  pay  between 
the  Britifh  and  Irifh  eftabliftiments,  of  fix  regiments  of  foot 
belonging  to,  and  paid  by  the  latter,  ferving  out  of  Ireland  in 
the  plantations,  &c.  &:c. 

6,409 1.  for  the  pay  of  General  and  StafF  Officers  in  Great- 
Britain. 

24,378!.  for  defraying  the  charge  of  half-pay  to  reduced  or 
fuperaunuated  officers. 

8,230!.  for  the  pay  neceffary  to  be  advanced  to  the  troops 
ferving  in  the  Eaft-Indlcs. 

9,3201.   foj-  allowances  to  the  Pay  Mafter  General,  the  Se- 
cretary at  War,  for  Exchequer  Fees  and  Poundage. 

11,409!.  for  Penftons  to  Widovvs  of  Commifnoned  Officers. 
The  queflion  was  put  feverally  on  the  different  refolutions, 
and  carried  without  a  v>'ord  of  debate. 

The  Chairman  then  left  the  Chair  of  the  Committee,  and 
the  Speaker  returned  to  that  of  the  Houfe, 
As  foon  as  the  Houfe  was  refumed, 
Mr.H.Dqn-      Mr.  Dundas  gave  notice,  that  in  obedience  to  an  hOt  of  Par- 
liament, that  the  Moufe  fhculd  in  thirty  days  after  its  meeting, 
proceed  to  ballot  for  the  members  who  were  to  compcfe  the 
court  of  judicature  for  the  trial  of  Eaft-India  delinquents,  he 
would  on  Tueiday  next  propofe  a  ballot  on  that  fubjefl ;  he 
therefore  wiilied  that  Gentlemen  would  turn  the  matter  in  their 
minds,  and  come,  prepared  to  give  in  the  names  of  fuch  perfons 
as  they  (hould  think  beft  qualified  to  be  judges  in  that  Court, 
But  on  being  informed  that  Tuefday  was  hxed  for  a  ballot  for 
an  cleftion  committee,  Mr.  Dundas  then  named  Wednefday. 
Mv.  Sherl-       Mr.  Sheridan  Vv'iihed  to  know  what  meafure  the   Risiht  Ho- 
nourable  Gentleman  would  purfue,  if  200  Members,  the  num- 
ber prefcribed  by  law,  fhould  happen  not  to  attend. 
Mr.  Dun-        Pvlr.  Duyidas  replied,  that  the  firfl  time  he  ihould  fee  200 
Members  in  the  Houfe,  he  would  abruptly  move  for  a  ballot  at 
the  moment  j  but  he  ftill  hoped  th^t  the  majority  of  the  Houfe 
6  woul^ 
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would  attend  voluntarily  to  carry  into  effe£l  a  falutary  regula- 
tion in  a  falutary  law. 

Mr.  Sheridan  fuppofed  that  Government  knowing  the  ineffi-  Mr.  Sherl. 
cacy  of  the  India  bill  and  judicature,  wiflied  to  get  rid  of  the 
latter,  by  giving  notice  of  a  ballot,  in  the  hope  that  a  notice  for 
attendance  would  prevent  attendance  ;  for  his  part  he  thought 
that  if  none  fhould  attend,  but  thole  who  thought  the  regular 
tion  and  the  law  falutary,  there  would  never  be  200  Member^ 
prefent  to  ballot  for  that  tribunal.  He  therefore  fuppofed  that 
the  learned  Gentleman  would  propofe  fome  coercive  meafure, 
either  by  a  ihort  bill,  or  a  call  of  the  Houfe  at  a  (hort  notice, 
to  procufe  a  fufficient  attendance.  At  all  events  the  fenfe  of 
the  Houfe  ought  foon  to  be  taken  on  that  fubje^l,  as  petitions 
were  on  their  way  from  India,  praying  a  repeal  of  the  a(3:,  as 
far  as  it  relates  to  the  judicature  ;  and  if  a  queftion  was  not  foon 
J}ropofed  on  that  point,  by  the  learned  Gentleman,  he  himfelf 
would  bring  on  one  very  ftiortly. 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  obferved,  that  as  the  Ho-  Mr.W.PUt* 
nourable  Member  who  fpoke  laft,  wifhed  ardently  to  defeat  the 
eleftion  of  Members  to  compofe  that  judicature,  he  hoped  he 
would  attend,  with  all  his  friends,  in  order  to  defeat  it  j  which 
muft  necefTarily  be  the  cafe,  if  the  majority  of  the  Houfe  was 
againft  it,  and  did  not  think  it  a  falutary  regulation. 

Mr.  Courtenay  faid,  he  was  forry  to  have  reafon  to  think  Mini-  Mr.  Coar- 
fters  were  in  earneft  when  they  talked  of  the  ballot  j  for  he  really  ^^^''^• 
had  conceived  a  hope,  that  the  learned  Gentleman  had  given 
notice  of  it,  in  order  that  he  might  deter  Members  from  at- 
tending, that  thus  a  regulation,  which  all  thought  abfurd, 
might  fall  to  the  ground  of  itfelf  j  and  that  he  might  thus  avoid 
the  mortification  of  being  obliged  to  repeal  what  he  and  his 
Right  Honourable  Friend  at  the  head  of  his  Majefty's  Councils, 
had  fo  often  declared  to  be  a  falutary  and  an  eflential  part  of 
their  plan  for  governing  India,  but  upon  which  point  they  had 
fince  had  reafon  to  alter  their  opinion. 

The 
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The  Houfe  adjourned  to  Friday,  the  intervening  day  having 
been  appointed  for  the  celebration  of  the  anniverfary  of  her  Ma- 
jelty's  birth-day. 


Friday,   Februa-ry  lO. 

Army    Estimates. 

Mr.Giibert  Mr.  Gilbert  brought  up  the  Report  of  the  Committee  of  Sup- 
ply on  the  Eftimates  of  the  Army,  which  v/erc  read  a  firft  time  „ 
and  when  the  Speaker  pat  the  queftion,  "  that  thefe  Refolu^ 
tions  be  read  a  fecond  time," 

Mr.  Steele.  Mr.  Steele  rofe  to  rccal  th«:  attention  of  the  Houfe  to  what  had 
fallen  in  the  courfe  of  the  debate  on  Wednefday  laft,  relative  to 
the  afiumed^nd  aflerted  pratTice  of  the  Houfe,  in  refpe(3:  to  the 
number  of  days  the  Army  Eftimates  were  to  lie  on  the  taDle, 
previous  to  their  being  referred  to  the  Committee  of  Supplv  and 
voted.  Gentlemen  on  the  other  fide  the  Houft  woulu  recol- 
lect, had  peremptorily  infifted,  that  it  was  the  uniform  prac- 
tice of  the  Houfe  for  the  Eflimates  to  remain  qn  the  toble  eight 
days,  and  the  noble  Lord  in  the  blue  ribband  had  exprefsly 
ftated,  that  the  day  on  which  the  Eftimates  were  prefented, 
was  not  to  be  counted  as  one  of  the  eight  days.  An  Honour- 
able Friend  of  his  had  found  a  precedent  of  a  contrary  pradice 
having  obtained  in  1774,  but  when  it  had  been  cited,  the  noble 
Lord  had  declared,  that  "  one  Swallow  did  not  miake  a  funir 
mer."  Since  Wednefda}',  Mr.  Steele  faid,  he  had  given  him- 
felf  the  trouble  to  examine  the  Journals,  and  had  found  that  it 
was  not  a  fingle  fwallow  only,  but  that  a  v/hole  flight  of  f\val- 
lovvs  were  to  be  feen  upon  fearching.  He  had  found  not  only 
that  in  1774>  but  in  many  other  years,  the  practice  had  been 
to  vote  the  Army  Eftimates  in  lefs  than  eight,  than  feven,  than 
fix,  than  five,  and  fometimes  in  lefs  than  four  days  even  after 
they  were  prefented.  Mr.  Steele  commented  upon  thefe  fafts, 
and  proceeded  to  ftate  the  inftances ;  he  began  with  mention- 
ing the  year  1759,  when  It  appeared  from  the  Journals,,  that 
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the  Eftimates  had  been  prefented  on  the  Tuefday,  and  ordered 
to  be  referred  to  the  Committee  of  Supply  on  the  Friday  follow- 
ing ;  he  was  proceeding  to  ftate  other  inftances,  when  he  was 
called  to  order  by 

Mr.  Sheridan,  who  faid,  it  appeared  to  him  to  be  extremely  Mr.  Shcrl- 
irregular  and  diforderly  to  commence  a  converfation  of  that   *"* 
fort,  when  there  was  no  queftion  relative  to  it  before  the  Houfe. 

Mr.  Steele  rofe  again  and  faid,  the  debate  undoubtedly  was  Mr.  Steele, 
of  the  nature  of  an  adjourned  debate,  and  he  had  a  right  to 
proceed.  He  then  mentioned  inftances  of  various  years,  1767, 
1770,  1774,  &c.  &c.  &c.  each  of  which  proved,  that  the  Houfe 
had  often  voted  the  Eftimates  at  a  much  fhorter  notice  than  they 
had  done  this  year.  Having  gone  through  his  lift,  he  faid, 
what  prompted  him  to  explain  the  matter  fully  was,  the  con- 
ftant  endeavours,  of  the  Honourable  Gentleman,  who  had  in- 
terrupted him,  to  imprefs  the  minds  of  that  Houfe,  and  of  the 
public,  witn  an  idea,  that  his  Right  Honourable  Friend  regard- 
ed the  Houfe  with  contempt ;  and  that  on  every  occafion  he  was 
defirous  of  trampling  on  its  ufual  forms  of  proceeding,  and  vi- 
plating  its  orders  ;  an  imputation,  not  only  unfounded,  in  re- 
fpejSl  to  the  recent  inftance  of  the  Army  Eftimates,  but  wholly 
unmerited  by  him,  as  nothing  he  was  perfuaded  could  be  far- 
ther from  his  Right  Honourable  Friend's  feelings  and  inten- 
tions. 

Mr.  Sheridan  faid,  Mr.  Steele's  having  been  permitted  to  Mj--  Sherl- 
proceed,  juftified  him  in  rifing,  and  replying,  even  though  he  *'*' 
thought  it  highly  irregular,  and  diforderly  for  any  converfa- 
tion to  have  taken  place  on  the  fubjecl.  Mr.  Sheridan  then  faid, 
he  was  not  lefs  willing  to  encounter  the  Hon.  Gentleman's 
whole  flight  of  fwallows,  than  the  fingle  fwallow  of  Wednefday, 
becaufeheihould  oppofe  the  fame  argument  to  both.  Let  the  Hon. 
Gentleman  ftate  the  reafon  for  the  deviations  he  had  inftanced, 
as  well  as  the  deviations  from  the  pra£lice,  and  till  he  did  fo,  the 
exceptions  would  avail  him  but  little.     Mr.  Sheridan  reminded 

the 
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the  Houfe,  that  it  had  been  in  that  manner,  that  the  Noble 
Lord  in  the  blue  ribband  and  others  had  argued  on  Wednefday, 
rfay,  his  Right  Hon.  Friend  (Mr.  Fox)  had  emphatically  faid, 
*'  there  may  be  many  exceptions  to  the  general  prailice  5  but, 
till  the  reafons  of  thofe  exceptions  are  known,  and  the  particu- 
lar circumftances,  under  which  they  were  made,  enquired  into 
and  flated,  the  exceptions  only  ferved  to  prove  the  practice.'* 
If,  therefore,  the  Honourable  Gentleman  were  to  find  an  hun- 
dred exceptions  in  addition  to  thofe  he  had  difcovered,  the  ar- 
gument would  ftand  as  it  did.     Mr.  Sheridan  faid,  at  any  rate 
it  was  clear,  that  when  it  had  been   propofed  to  refer  the  efli- 
mates  to  the  Committee  before  they  had  been  eight  days  on  the 
table,  the  Honourable  Gentleman,  and  thofe  who  fat  by  him 
on  the  Treafury  Bencli,  were  ignorant  of  the  very  exceptions 
"which  they  nov/  brought  forward,  and  which,  he  fuppofed,  had 
been  furnifhed  them  by  the  diligence  of  a  newly  acquired  friend, 
rehiarkable  for  his  promptitude  to  fearch  the  Journals,  which 
he  had  often  proved ;  by  having  in  confequence  of  fuch  re-^ 
fearches  furniflied  his  [Mr.  Sheridan's]  friends  with  the  means 
of  calling  contempt  and  ridicule  on  thofe  with   whom  he  v/aS 
now  connecled  :  the  Gentleman  he  alluded  to,  he  faid,  he  had 
looked  for  in  vain  ;  he  did  not  know  whether  his  place  was  oil 
that  fide  cr  the  ether,  but  wherever  it  was,  he  was  not  to  be 
feen,  nor  had  he  favoured   the  Houfe   with  his  company  fmce 
the  firfl  day  of  the  fefHon,  having  done  the  extraordinary  thing 
to  divide  his  principles  and  his  fervices  ;  and  having  declared  that 
he  had   left  his  wifhes  with  one  party,  though  he  dedicated  his 
talents  to  the  employ  of  another.     Mr.  Sheridan  bid  the  Gen- 
tleman recolleft,  that  they  had  not  fought  weakly  on  Wednef- 
day 5  the  Speaker  had  been  placed  at  the  head  of  their  battle, 
and  carried  their  weapon  of  authority  in  his  hand,  a   weapon 
that  in  better  times  had  created  fubmiffion  and  obedience  as  foon 
as  it, was  feen, 
-  .  k"!'.  T^*^  Speaker  thought  it  right  to  remind  the  Houfe  of  the  fach 

as  they  had  occurred  ^  he  then  recapitulated  what  he  had  faid 

when 
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Avhen  it  was  firft  moved  to  refer  the  Eftimatcsto  the  Committee 
on  Wednefday,  and  faid,  it  lay  with  the  Houfe  at  the  time,  to 
decide  whether  Wednefday  was  or  was  not  too  early  a  day,  and 
that  the  Houfe  had  then  decided  that  it  was  not. 

The  Secretary  at  War  rofe,  and  defired  as  a  Member  of  fome  Sir  George 
{landing,  to  give  his  opinion  as  to  the  prailice,  or  rather  the  "  ^^* 
principle  of  the  pradice  of  the  Houfe  in  refpedl  to  the  time  of 
having  the  Efllmates  upon  their  table  for  fome  days  previous  to 
their  voting  them,  and  that  undoubtedly  v/as  to  prevent  fur- 
prize.  In  the  cafe  in  queflion,  the  Speaker  had  reminded  the 
Houfe  of  their  right,  and  they  had  exercifed  it  in  agreeing  to 
Wednefday  when  propofed  ;  if  in  fo  determining,  the  Houfe  had 
done  wrong,  the  Secretary  at  War  faid,  it  would  have  been  the 
Speaker's  duty  on  any  one  of  the  intervening  days  between  the 
nomination  of  the  day  of  reference,  and  the  day  itfelf,  to  have 
again  flated,  that  the  Houfe  had  violated  their  pra<Slice,  and  > 

have  defired  that  a  day  fubfequent  to  Wednefday  might  be 
chofen  ;  this  he  had  not  done,  and  therefore  it  confirmed  him 
in  his  opinion,  that  the  v/hole  lay  in  the  difcretion  of  the  Houfe. 

A'lr.  Courtenay  faid,  he  rofe  to  exprefs  his  furprize,  that  the  Mr.  Cour- 
Honourable  Gentleman's  ingenuity,  (Mr.  Steele)  did  not  fug- 
gefl  to  him,  that  the  firing  of  precedents  he  had  fo  exultingly 
produced  that  day  from  the  Journals,  did  not  militate  againfl: 
his  own  argument  ;  as  it  was  evident  that  the  Honourable  Gen- 
tleman, and  his  friends,  were  ignorant  laft  Wednefday,  that 
any  fuch  precedents  exifted,  when  they  had  actually  innovated 
on  the  etlablifbed  practice  of  the  Houfe,  and  flightdd  the  autho- 
rity of  the  Chair.  Yet  now,  the  Flonourable  Gsntleman  at- 
tempted to  juftify  their  former  condu6l.  They  relied  the  de- 
fence of  their  proceedings  on  Wednefday  lafr,  on  precedents 
they  had  difcovered  with  infinite  refearch  on  the  Friday  follow-. 
ing.  This  was  a  new-found  fpecies  of  miniflerial  logic  or  fa- 
gacity,  he  acknowledged. — However,  he  would  not  prefs  this 
point  farther,  left  he  fhould  repeat,  in  coarfe  or  chimfy  language, 
the  arguments  of  his  Honourable  Friend  (Mr.  Sheridtih)  nntl 

ayjain 
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a.gain  incur  the  invidious  farcafm  of  a  Right  Honourable  Gen- 
tleman, (Mr.  D.)  v/ho  was  perhaps  juftly  jealous  of  his  at- 
tempting to  imitate  his  ftyle,  and  of  transferring  to  himfelf  that 
characfleriftic  of  it,  by  which  the  Right  Honourable  Gentleman 
■was  fo  Angularly  dlftinguiflied.  He  was  aware,  if  he  fucceed- 
ed,  how  much  the  Right  Honourable  Gentleman's  reputation 
might  be  diminifhed,  and  his  intereft  hurt  in  any  future  poli- 
tical arrangement,  that  might  eventually  take  place  between  him 
and  the  noble  Lord  in  the  blue  ribband,  or  another  Riaht  Ho~ 
nourable  Gentleman,  (Mr.  Fox.)  However,  Mr.  Courtenay 
faid,  he  would  candidly  confefs,  that  the  learned  Gentleman 
had  fufficient  reafon  to  be  alarmed,  and  had  great  authority  to 
apologize  for  the  impatience  and  apprehenfion  he  exprefl'ed  at 
the  attempt.  He  was  in  a  fimilar  predicament  with  the  cele- 
brated critic,  Dennis,  who  (like  the  learned  Gentleman)  had 
invented  a  new  fpecies  of  playhoufe  thunder ;  and  appeared  io 
jealous  of  his  exclufive  property,  that  one  night  hearing  a  coarfe 
clumfy  grumbling  in  the  theatric  fky,  he  exclaimed  in  rage,  "  by 
Heavens,  that's  my  thunder !"  The  learned  Gentleman's  faga- 
city  would  make  the  application. 
Mr.Dundas.  ^^'  I^undas  faid,  it  could  not  be  expedled,  that  he  was  ready 
with  a  cut  and  dry  anfwer ;  but  when  it  was  the  intention  of 
that  Honourable  Gentleman  to  ftudy  a  piece  of  wit  at  his  ex- 
pence,  he  begged  he  would  be  fo  good  as  to  give  him  notice  of 
it,  that  he  might  make  preparation  of  a  piece  of  wit  likewife. 
MitWilber-  ^'^^'  Courtenay  rofe  again,  when  Mr.  Wilherforce  faid,  he 
force.  hoped  the  Houfe  was  aflembled  for  more  ferious  purpofes  than  to 
crack  jokes. 

Mr.  Courtenay  rofe  again,  and  was  proceeding  to  fpealc,  when 
jvir,  "V^,  he  was  called  to  order  by  Mr.  W.  Grenville^  who  faid,  the 
Grenville.  Honourable  Gentleman  could  not  poflibly  rife  to  explain,  as  the 
Right  Hon.  Gentleman  before  him  (Mr.  Dundas)  had  taken  no 
notice  whatever  of  any  part  of  his  fpeech.  Mr.  Grenville  then 
proceeded  to  reafon  on  the  exceptions  that  had  been  produced, 
and  commended  his  Honourable  Friend,  for  having  in  fo  pro- 
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per  a  manner  refcued  his  Right  Honourable  Friend,  from  the 
imputation  that  had  been  endeavoured  to  be  caft  on  him  by  the 
other  fide  of  the  Houfe.  Mr.  Grenville  faid,  it  was  now  clear, 
that  the  pra6llce  which  had  been  affumed  by  thofe  Gentlemen, 
and  aflerted  by  them  with  fo  much  confidence  to  have  been  th© 
uniform  invariable  pra£tice  of  the  Houfe,  in  fa6l  never  had  been 
the  pradice  of  the  Houfe  ;  but  that  the  Houfe  had  at  all  times, 
and  on  all  occafion?,  exercifed  their  own  difcretion,  as  they 
had  done  in  the  late  inftance  of  the  Army  Eftimates. 

Mr.  Fyner  rofe  to  order.     He  faid,  the  laft  Honourable  Gen-  Mr.  Vyner- 
tleman  had  declared  he  rofe  to  order,  and  furely  it  could  not  be 
faid,  that  he  was  fpeaking  to  order.     He  had  interrupted  ano- 
ther Gentleman  who  had  a  right  to  be  heard  firft. 

The  Speaker  faid,  he  confidered  the  f  Jonourable  Gentleman  ThcSpcaker 
alluded  to,  had  waved  his  right  of  priority. 

Mr.  Courtenay  declared  he  had  not ;  but  all  he  meant  to  have  Mr.  Cour- 
faid,  was,  that  his  piece  of  wit  fhoukl  hereafter  lie  eight  days  *'"^^' 
on  the  table,  to  give  the  Right  Honourable  Gentleman  time 
enough  to  make  a  preparation  of  wit  in  reply,  and  then  the 
Houfe  would  be  able  to  judge  whether  the  reply  was  wit  or  no. 

Mr.  ff^.  Grenville  rofe  again  and  faid,  if  the  Honourable  Mr.  W. 
Gentleman  had  been  fo  long  interrupted  as  not  to  have  been  ^^^^'^''^  *• 
able  to  have  found  any  opportunity  of  faying  what  they  had  juft 
heard,  the  Houfe  would  have  fuftained  no  lofs.  Mr.  Gren- 
ville refumed  his  former  argument  on  the  fubje6l  of  the  prac- 
tice of  the  Houfe  in  regard  to  Edimates  of  any  kind  laying  upon 
the  table,  and  maintained,  that  it  lay  wholly  in  the  difcretion  of 
the  Houfe  to  fay  what  time  papers  (hould  be  there  prior  to  their 
feeing  referred  to  a  Committee  of  Supply.  As  a  proof  that  the 
fa«^  was  fo,  Mr.  Grenville  read  one  of  the  ftanding  Orders, 
the  purpart  of  which  was,  "  that  all  Eftimates  for  aids  to  be 
levied  on  the  fubjedi  fiiouli  not  be  voted  prefently  after  they 
were  introduced  and  laid  on  the  table,  but  that  the  Houfe 
Should  order  them  to  be  confidered  and  voted  on  another  day." 
This  ftauding  Order,  Mi.  GrenvilJe  fa-id,  v/as  a  clear,  written 

rule 
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rule  of  proceeding,  on  which  the  Houfe  might  rely  with  fafety, 
which  it  was  impofTible  for  them  to  do,  on  any  aflumed  prac- 
tice of  the  Houfe,  however  confidently  aflerted. 

The  Refolutions  were  read  a  fecond  time,  and  the  qucftion 
put  upon  each  feparately.  They  were  all  agreed  to,  and  the 
Secretary  at  War  ordered  to  bring  in  a  Bill  grounded  upon 
them. 

Ordnance    Estimates. 

Mr.Luttrell  The  Surveyor  General  cf  the  Ordnance  (Mr.  Luttrell)  brought 
up  the  Ordnance  Eftimates,  which  were  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr. W.Pitt.  The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  next  brought  up  the  eflimate 
of  the  expence  of  eredting  fortifications  for  the  protection  and 
fecurity  of  the  dock-yards,  which  was  likewife  ordered  to  be 
printed. 

Mr.W.Pitt.  The  Chancellor  of  ihe  Exchequer  faid,  that  he  thought  It  necef- 
fary  to  give  notice  to  the  Houfe  of  fuch  circumftances,  relating 
to  the  paper  he  had  laid  upon  the  table,  as  would  enable  them 
more  clearly  to  comprehend  and  be  prepared  for  the  queilion 
that  would  arife  upon  it  on  Monday  fe'nnight;  at  the  fame 
time,  however,  he  fnould  for  the  prcfent  decline  entering  into 
any  argument  whatfoever  concerning  it.  The  year  before  lait 
the  fum  of  50,000!.  had  been  voted  to  the  Ordnance  fervice  for 
the  purpofe  of  fortifications  ;  that  fum  had  been  fuffered  to  lie 
dormant,  without  applying  it  to  the  purpofe  for  which  it  was  in- 
tended ;  and  confequently  in  the  laft  Seffions,  when  the  Ordnance 
Eftimatcs  were  moved,  intimation  was  given  to  that  Houfe  that 
that  fum  continuing  to  lie  in  the  hands  of  the  Board  of  Ord- 
nance, rendered  it  unneceflary  for  any  application  to  be  then 
made  to  Parliament  for  money  to  carry  on  the  fortifications 
that  had  been  begun,  as  they  intended  to  apply  the  fum  that  had 
already  been  granted  to  them. — Hereupon  fome  diffatisfafiion 
arifing  in  the  minds  of  a  part  of  the  Houfe,  from  an  idea  that 
the  plan  of  fortifications  was  ufelefs  and  obje^lionable,  he  had, 
to  prove  how  anxious  he  was  on  all  occafions  to  do  his  duty  as 
guardian  of  the  national  purfe,   undertaken  to  wave,  for  that 

time, 
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time,  any  further  proceeding  in  the  bufinefs,  until  a  Board  of 
Enquiry  fhould  have  been  appointed,  confifting  of  feveral  Offi- 
»  cers  of  diftinguifhed  character  in  both  the  naval  and  military 
fervices,  and  the  vi'hole  plan  fliould  have  been  referred  to  them 
for  their  opinion  and  advice.     That  accordingly  fuch  a  Board 
had  been  appointed,  and  his  Majefty  had  commiilioned  them  to 
proceed  in  the  moft  effeilual  manner,  as  well  by  aclual  furvey 
upon  the  fpot,  as  by  all  other  modes  of  inveftigation,  to  inform 
themfclves  on  the  fubje61:,  and  to  make  a  report  of  their  opinions 
concerning  it.     This  Board,  he  faid,  confifted  of  Officers  v/hofe 
reputations,  when  their  names  were  heard,  would  prove  the  fm- 
cerity  of  the  intentions  of  Government  with  regard  to  the  bufi- 
nefs.    There  were  feveral  fpecific  fubje£ts  propofed   to    this 
Board  for  their  enquiry,  among  which  it  was  particularly  referred 
to  them  to  afcertain,  Whether  our  dock-yards  at  Plym.outh  and 
Portfniouth  could  be  thought  fafe  and  dcfcnfible,  in  the  event  of 
a  war,  by  a  naval  force  alone,  by  a  military  force  alone,  or  by  a 
naval  and  military  force  combined  ? — To  this  their  anfwer  was, 
that  neither  a  naval  or  a  military  force,  nor  even  a  union  of 
both,  were  by  any  means  a  fufficient  fecurity  for  the  dock-yards, 
independent  of  fortification.     They  were  further  direcled  to  ex- 
amine, whether  the  plans  of  fortification  propofed  by  the  Mafter 
General  of  the  Ordnance,  were  fufficicntly  calculated  for  the 
purpofe,  and  fuch  as  were  eligible  to  be  adopted.     To  this  they 
had  reported,  that  on  the  moft  mature  deliberation  and  moft  di- 
ligent enquiry,  the  plan  alluded  to  was  thought  perfedlly  ade- 
quate to  the  defence  intended,  and  that  it  was  the  moft  eligible 
of  any  other  that  could  be  fuggcfted  ;  not  only  as  beino-  leaft 
expenfive  in  regard  to  erection,  but  alfo  as  requiring  a  fmaller 
force  to  man  than  any  other  that  could  be  propofed.     They  had 
been  direfled  to  report  to  his  Majefty,  fuch  furiher  matter  as 
might  occur,  independent  of  the  particular  plans  referred  to 
them,  and  they  might  think  conducive  to  the  public  advantage 
within  the  whole  department, — and  they  they  had  confequcntly 
given  many  ufeful  hints  of  a  mifcellaneous  and  general  nature, 
Vol.  I.  H  which, 
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which,  he  hoped,  would  turn  out  to  confiderable  advantage. 
After  their  report  had  been  completed,  the  plans  they  had  re- 
commended had  been  laid  before  the  Board  of  Engineers,  with 
directions  to  eftimate  the  expence  of  carrying  them  into  execu- 
tion; and  this  eflimate  he  had  now  brought  up  for  the  infor- 
mation of  the  Members  :  but  they  muft  fee  how  imprudent  it 
would  be  for  him  to  lay  before  the  public  a  matter  of  fo  ferious 
and  delicate  a  nature,  as  the  report  of  the  naval  and  military  Of- 
ficers, concerning  fo  important  and  fo  ferious  a  fubjedl  as  the 
defence  of  our  dock-yards.  To  proceed  in  carrying  into  exc-. 
cution  the  fubjecl  matter  of  the  report  of  thofe  Officers,  50,000!. 
would  for  the  prefent  be  neceflary ;  but  as  that  fum  had  already 
been  voted  for  the  fervice  of  the  Ordnance,  with  a  view  to  ap- 
ply it  in  the  manner  now  under  confideration,  there  was  no  ne- 
ceflity  of  recurring  to  Parliament  for  a  fecond  vote ;  and  the 
mode  intended  to  be  adopted  was  to  move  for  300,000!.  the  efli- 
mate ofthefervices  of  the  current  year;  and  if  Gentlemen  thought 
proper  to  oppofe  the  carrying  on  of  the  fortifications,  the  method 
in  which  they  could,  with  the  greateft  propriety,  argue  that 
queftion,  would  be  by  moving,  that  250,000!.  only,  inftead  of 
300,000!.  fhould  be  voted  for  the  Ordnance,  that  fo  the  Board 
would  be  obliged  to  apply  the  500,000!.  in  hand  to  the  current 
fervice,  and  by  that  means  the  bufmefs  of  the  fortifications  muft 
of  neceflity  drop.  He  earneftly  entreated  of  Gentlemen  to  come 
down  to  the  Houfe  free  from  every  prejudice  on  the  prefent  oc-r. 
cafion,  not  to  confider  it  as  a  mere  queflion  of  Ordnance  Service, 
nor  as  a  ftill  more  unpopular  queftion  of  Fortification,  but  to 
confider  it,  what  in  truth  it  really  was,  as  a  Naval  ■  queftion  ; 
the  prefent  meafure  being  intended  to  protect  the  feeds  and 
vital  fources  of  our  navy  at  home,  and  to.  enable  us,  in  cafes  of 
neceflity,  to  go  upon  diftant  fervices,  without  an  apprehenfion 
of  being  crufhed  at  home  by  a  fuccefsful  attack  of  an  enemy  on 
thofe  dock-yards,  in  which  were  depofited  the  ftamina  of  our 
»  future  vigour  and   exiftence.     And  he  further  cautioned  the. 

Houfe  againft  the  danger  of  taking  up  the  bufmefs  as  the  fug- 

geftion 
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geftion  of  any  one  man,  however  great  and  refpeiStable  ;  declar- 
ing, that  they  were  not  to  confider  it  as  a  mere  aflertion  of  an 
individual,  or  a  fingle  Minifter,  but  as  a  matter  refting  on  the 
authority  of  a  number  of  the  ableft  and  mod  experienced  men 
in  the  two  profeflions  of  arms,  rendered  ftill  more  competent  to 
the  tafk  by  a  long  and  moft  minute  inveftigation  and  refearch. 

General  Burgoyne  rofe,  partly  to  avoid  a  debate,  in  that  ftage  Gen,  Bur^ 
of  the  bufinefs,  which  was  extremely  delicate  in  its  nature,  and 
partly  to  prevent  his  fitting  fileat  from  being  conftrued  into  an 
admiflion  of  all  that  had  been  fuggefted  by  the  Right  Hon.  Gen- 
tleman to  the  extent  that  it  feemed  to  go,  as  a  correct  reprefen- 
tation  of  the  Report  of  the  Board  of  Naval  and  Military  Offi- 
cers, appointed  to  infpecSl  the  propofed  plans  of  fortifying  the 
dock-yards.  The  General  faid,  he  hoped  the  Minifter  would 
lay  before  the  Houfe  fo  much  of  the  Report  as  might  be  fub- 
mitted  to  public  perufal,  without  violation  of  difcretion  or  dan- 
ger to  the  State.  In  the  Report,  undoubtedly  there  were  parts 
that  it  would  be  extremely  indifcreet  to  make  matter  of  noto- 
riety j  thofe  he  neither  wiftied  nor  expe6led  to  fee. 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  declared,  that  he  had  not  Mr.W.Pkt. 
llafed  any  thing  lightly,  but  from  a  colle<5led  and  attentive  con- 
fideration ;  that  it  would  appear,  that  what  he  f;iid  upon  the  fub- 
je£l  was  perfectly  true  and  candid  ;  and  that  however  clofcly 
and  minutely  he  had  already  examined  the  Report,  he  would  ilill 
farther  ftudy  it  before  the  day  appointed  for  the  debate. 

Mr.  Sheridaji  faid,  if  they  were  not  to  fee  fuch  parts  of  the  ^'^'■'  Sheri- 
Report  of  the  Board  of  Infpection  as  were  fit  for  the  Houfe  to 
difcufs,  they  were  exaftly  in  the  fame  fituation  in  which  they 
Hood  before  that  Board  was  apppointed  ;  and  inftead  of  having 
the  whole  of  the  queftion  fully  before  them,  as  the  Right  Hon, 
Gentleman  had  faid  they  would  have  it,  viz.  not  on  the  aflertion 
of  an  individual,  of  a  fmgle  MInifler,  nor  of  any  man  in  office, 
but  on  the  authority  of  a  Board,  confifting  of  Naval  aiid  JV^ilitary 
Officers  of  known  character,  experience,  and  integrity,  they 
would  have  nothing  but  the  bare  aflertion  of  the  Minifter  to 
guide  their  jwdgmerji  by.     Mr.  Sheridan  faid,  he  had  no  doubt 

H  a  that 


100  .         PARLIAMENTARY        [Feb.  ic^. 

that  the  Right  Hon.  Gentleman  meant  to  be  accurate  in  the 
'  ftatcmcnt  he  had  jufl  made  as  a  ftatement  of  the  outlines  of  the 
Report  in  queilion,  and  that  he  had  delivered,  what  he  himfelf 
conceived  to  be  a  correal  ftatement  of  thofe  outlines  ;  but 
the  Houfe  had  heard  that  flatement  contradicted  by  the  Hon. 
General  behind  him,  who  had  himfelf  been  a  Member  of  that 
Board  ;  in  order,  therefore,  to  enable  the  Houfe  to  judge  fairly 
between  the  Right  Hon.  Gentleman  and  the  Hon.  General,  they 
ought  to  fee  fuch  part  of  the  Report  at  leaft  as  might  be  fub- 
mitted  to  their  perufal  whh  fafety  to  the  flate. 

Mr.  Demp-  Mr.  Dempjier  faid,  that  as  he  underftood  it  was  intended  to 
apply  the  furplus  of  the  revenue  to  a  fmking  fund  for  diminifh- 
ing  the  national  debt,  he  thought  it  highly  improper  to  facri- 
fice  any  part  of  it  to  a  fpeculative  obje£t  like  the  prefent ;  for 
his  part,  he  pretended  to  know  little  about  Fortifications ;  but 
unlefs  they  were  found  indifpenfably  neccflary  for  the  defence 
ot  our  dock-yards,  he  hoped  and  trufted  that  Parliament  would 
not  fquander  av/ay  any  of  that  money  upon  them,  that  might 
be  laid  out  to  fuch  advantage  as  diminifliing  the  national  debt, 
and  of  courfe  reviving  the  public  credit ;  which  he  thought 
preferable,  even  for  the  prefervation  of  the  Navy  itfelf ;  and  the 
llrongeft  means  of  defence  in  cafe  of  a  war,  as  it  would  en- 
able us  to  make  fuch  exertions  as  in  our  prefent  opprefled  Hate 
we  muft  defpair  of  doing. 

Mr.W.Pitt.  The  ChancdlQr  of  the  Exchequer  faid,  that  he  was  entirely  of 
the  fame  opinion  as  tic  Honourable  Gentleman  as  to  the  im- 
propriety of  the  Houfe  confenting  to  the  Fortifications,  unlefs 
they  appeared  ahfolutely  indifpenfable  ;  for  he  by  no  means 
thought  that  on  the  prefent  qucftion,  theHoufe  (bould  be  govern- 
ed in  their  determination  by  the  quantum  of  the  furplus  of  the 
reverlue,  hut  folelv  by  the  neceffity  of  the  meafure  towards  the 
defence  of  the  Navv.  I-^ct  the  furplus  be  never  fo  great,  it 
ought  to  he  no  motive  •,  nor  could  it  be  any  excufe  for  laying 
out  any  part  of  it  on  an  ufelefs  project;  but  though  there  were 
no  furplus  at  al!,  if  a  meafure  appeared  neceflary  for  the  fe- 
curiry  of  that  great  bulwark  of  our  glory *and  flrength,  the 

Navy, 
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Navy,  the  expencc  of  carrying  it  into  execution  ought  to  be 
no  obftacle ;  for  in  that  cafe,  however  difficult  and  diftreffing 
it  might  be,  it  vi^ould  be  the  duty  of  Parliament  to.  provide  the 
means. — Our  being  rich,  was  no  reafon  why  we  Ihould  be  pro- 
fufe  and  prodigal ;  nor  though  we  were  poor,  fliould  we  there- 
fore abandon  our  neceflary  defence.  If  we  were  rich,  let  us 
increafe  our  riches  j  and  if  we  were  poor,  let  us  enJeavour  to 
diminifti  our  poverty  by  every  faving  that  did  not  militate  againft 
the  real  fafety  of  our  dominions ;  but  let  us  not,  on  any  occafion, 
fuffer  ourfelves  to  be  betrayed  by  profperity  into  extravagance, 
led  by  adverfity  into  defpondence. 

Mr.  Vyner  faid,  he  wifhed  the  Eftimates  of  the  Ordnance  for  Mr.  Vyner. 
the  current,  fervice  of  the  year  could  be  voted  regularly  on 
Monday  fe'nnight,  and  the  queftion  relative  to  the  Eftimate  of 
the  Fortifications  referved  for  a  future  and  diftin6l  confideration. 
This  would  not  retard  the  difpatch  of  the  public  bufinefs,  and 
it  would  give  Gentlemen  an  opportunity  of  properly  and  ma- 
turely deliberating  upon  a  fubje(Sl  that  was  fo  new  even  in  idea, 
that  for  one  he  could  not  perfuade  himfclf  he  fhould  ever  agree 
to  it.  The  Navy  of  England  had  ever  hitheilo  been  looked 
upon  as  a  fufKcient  fecurity  for  our  dock-yards,  a'nd  as  they  had 
been  fafe  for  fuch  a  long  courfe  of  years  without  Fortifications, 
he  ihould  expe6l  the  moft  convincing  proofs  of  the  abfolute 
neceffity  for  the  meafure,  before  he  fhould  confent  to  vote  any 
of  the  public  money  for  fuch  a  purpofe ;  he  hoped,  therefore, 
'the  Right  Honourable  Gentleman  would  not  withhold  from 
them  fuch  parts  of  the  Report  as  difcretion  Vv'ould  warrant  the 
difcuffion  of. 

Mr.  Courtenay  {-^a^^ht  d.\A  not  mean  at  prefent  to  jvrgue  on  the  ^'^^'  ^°^^' 
propriety  or  impropriety  of  the  propofed  Fortifications.  He 
rofe,  in  the  firft  place,  to  thank  the  Chancellor  of  the  Ex- 
chequer for  the  very  clear,  explicit,  accurate,  and  fatisfac^ory 
detail  he  had  entered  into,  on  the  principal  tl-;ing  on  .which  a 
Board  of  Naval  and  Land  OiRcers,  to  examine  and  report  the 
plan  propofed  by  the  Noble  Duke. at  the  head  of  the  Ordnance 
■  H  3  .  had 


102  PARLIAMENTARY         [Feb.  lo. 

had  been  eftablifhed.  He  fliould  only  obferve,  that  it  appeared 
to  him,  that  fuch  a  military  judicature  was  inftituted  for  the 
exprefs  purpofe  of  putting  the  Noble  Duke's  office  into  com- 
miflion,  and  to  report  their  opinion  on  the  judgment,  and  the 
military  or  engineering  capacity  of  the  Noble  Duke,  who  had 
fubmitted  a  plan  of  defence  for  the  prcte6tion  of  the  dock-yards 
to  the  Reprefentatives  of  the  people ;  but  they,  from  a  well-in- 
tended, but  groundlefs  fufpicion,  perhaps,  of  the  Noble  Duke's 
experience  or  abilities  for  fuch  an  extenfive  plan  (attended  w^ith 
an  enormous  expence)  required,  and  almoft  compelled  the  Mi- 
nifter  to  acquiefce  in  their  fentiments,  and  to  fufpend  the  exe- 
cution of  the  propofed  works,  till  a  Board  of  Naval  and  Land 
Officers  had  made  plaufible,  at  leaft,  fuch  a  fyftem  by  their 
approbation  and  authority.  The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer 
feemingly  fubmitted  to  the  ftrong  reafons,  ftrong  numbers,  and 
forcible  objcvSiions  of  numbers  of  men,  rcfpe£l:able  country 
Gentlemen,  who  might  always,  if  they  exerted  themfclves, 
command  the  attention,  and  reftrain  the  excefles  of  any  Minif- 
ter.  However,  when  the  comm.iflion  was  made  out,  the  pub- 
lic was  furprized  that  the  Noble  Duke  was  appointed  prefi- 
dent  of  a  tribunal,  whofe  duty  it  was,  and  who  were  probably 
inftrucTced  to  liiveftigate  the  Noble  Duke's  fyftem  of  expence, 
and  report  to  the  King  both  the  praclicability  of  the  plan,  and 
on  the  judgment  and  capacity  of  the  projector. 

Mr.  Courtenay  therefore  faid,  he  meant,  if  the  Chancellor 
of  the  Exchequer  had  no  objedion,  to  move  for  the  Commif- 
fioners  inftrudions  which  were  given  to  the  Noble  Duke  on 
his  being  appointed  Prefident  of  that  Board,  At  the  fame 
time,  Mr.  Courtenay  further  obferved  upon  the  difference  of 
opinion  between  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  and  the 
Honourable  General  j  the  firft  having  declared,  that  no  part 
whatever  of  the  Report  made  by  the  Military  Board,  could  with 
any  degree  of  fafety  be  laid  before  the  public ;  but  the  Ho- 
nourable Gentleman  had,  on  the  contrary,  declared,  that  much 
ufeful  information  might  be  collected  by  the  Houfe  from  that 
0  Report,- 
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Report,  without  the  fmalleft  rifque  or  hazard  of  divulging  any 
thing  that  could  endanger  the  public  fafety.  Mr.  Courtenay 
exprefled  the  admiration  in  which  he  held  the  abilities  of  the 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer ;  but  on  this  particular  point, 
(being  not  only  a  military  point,  but  a  point  with  which  he 
was  particularly  converfant,  from  having  been  an  officer  of 
that  Board)  Mr.  Courtenay  faid,  he  could  not  help  deciding  in 
favour  of  the  Honourable  General,  againfl  the  opinion  of  the 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer.  He  therefore  could  not  help 
wifhing,  that  fuch  parts  of  the  Report  might  be  feleded,  under 
the  check  and  controul  of  the  Minifters,  as  might  be  ufeful  to 
the  Members  of  the  Houfe,  without  being  detrimental  to  the 
public  :  and  he  urged  the  necefllty  of  this,  from  the  nature  of 
the  fubje6t  on  which  the  Houfe  was  called  upon  to  form  their 
judgment,  the  matter  being  out  of  the  common  courfe  of  par*- 
liamentary  proceeding,  and  not  only  entitled  them,  but  made 
it  their  duty  to  call  for  every  degree  of  information  refpecSt- 
ing  it. 

Mr.  Luttrell  reprimanded  Mr.  Courtenay,  for  an  attempt  to  Mr.  Luw 
miflead  the  Houfe  by  an  infmuation,  that  fome  of  the  queftions  ^^^'  ' 
at  the  Board  of  Officers  were  carried  by  a  majority  of  one 
fmgle  voice,  and  that  the  Prefident's.  For  his  part,  he  had 
been  himfelf  a  Member  of  that  Board,  and  he  would  venture 
to  ftake  his  own  knowledge  agalnft  the  fpeculation  of  the  Ho- 
nourable Gentleman — he  could  fafely  affirm,  that  there  was  not 
a  fingle  queftion  carried  by  a  fmaller  majority  than  that  of 
twenty  to  three. 

Mr.  Hold/worth  faid,  he  had  been  one  of  thofe  who  laft  Ce{-  j^jj..  Holdf- 
fion  was  againfl  fufFering  the  Fortifications  to  proceed,  without  '''«'^^^- 
having  fome  farther  proof  of  their  being  necelTary,  befides  the 
mere  claim  of  the  money  by  the  Board  of  Ordnance ;  but  he 
ftiould  hold  himfelf  perfedlly  at  liberty  to  a6l  as  fhould  appear 
to  him  beft,  after  the  Houfe  was  apprized  of  the  opinioji  of 
the  Board  of  Naval  and  Military  Officers  upon  the  fubje^S,  and 
the  matter  was  under  regular  difcuffion, 

H  4  Mr. 
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Mr.  Courte-     j^l^^  Courtetiay  faid,  that  he  by  no  means  intended  to  aflert 
as  a  fa6i:,  that  any  queftion  had  been  carried  at  the  Board  by 
the  cafting  voice  of  the  Prefident  j  he  had  only  fuppofed  fuch  a 
fail  to  ftrengthen  his  argument,  which  was,  that  the   Houfe 
could  by  no  means  judge  purely  from  the  Report  of  the  juftice 
and  propriety  of  it,  unlefs  it  was  alfo  accompanied  with  the 
Minutes,  that  fo  they  might  fee  the  ground  on  which  the  Re- 
port had  been  made ,  but  at  prefent,  deprived  as  they  were  of 
thofe  Minutes,  they  might,  for  all  that  appeared  to  them,  be 
determining  on  a  poini,  Vvhich  at  the  Board  had   been  carried 
by  a  majority  of  one  only.     Mr.    Courtenay  repeated,  that  it 
was  his  intention  to  move  for  a  copy  of  the  CommiiTxon  and 
Inflrudlions.- 
Mir.W.Pitt.      The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  faid,  that  if  the  Honourable 
Gentleman  perfifted  in  his  defign,  the  proper  method   would 
be  for  him  to  move  for  an  Addrefs  to  his  Majefty,  to  lay  before 
the  Houfe  the  papers  he  wifhed  for  j  and  by   that  means,  the 
fenfe  of  the  Houfe  would  be  known  as   to  the   propriety   of 
••  making  public  a  matter  of  fo  delicate  a  nature. 

Mr. Courte-      y{x,    Courtenay  moved  for  the  Commillion  appointing  the 
Mafter  General  of  the  Ordnance  Prefident  of  the  Board  of 
Enquiry. 
Mr.W.Pitt.     Xhe  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  wix^z^  to  be  informed,  how 
the  Honourable   Gentleman  had  been  induced  to  change  his 
rjiind,  and  contrary  to  the  notice  he  had  juft  given  of  making 
amotion  on  Thurfday  next,  to  make   it  on   that  day.     This 
was  an  inconfiftency  which  the    Honourable  Gentleman  had 
been  led  into,  hosfuppofcd,  on  very  good  grounds,  and  by  very 
found  advice,  but  ftili  it  was  one  which  it  would  be  but  candid 
to  explain  to  the  Houfe. 
Mr.Courte-      j^/j^^  Courtenay  faid,  that  furely  there  could  be  no  fort  of  ob- 
jeftion,  to  producing  the  Commiffion  by  which  the  Mafter  Gc* 
neral  of  the  Ordnance  had  been  appointed  Prefident  of  a  Board, 
which  he  again  defcribed  as  one  inftituted  as  a  (^ontroul  upori 
himfelf. 

Mr. 
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Mr.  Sheridan  faid,  that  there  could  be  no  danger  in  laying  Mr.  Sherl- 
the  Inftruclions  and  Commiflion   before   the  Houfe,    though 
there  might  in  publifliing  the  Report  of  the  Officers. 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  exprefled  his  furprize,  at  the  Mr.W.PItt. 
change  that  appeared  to  him  to  have  taken  place  in  the  minds 
of  the  Honourable  Gentlemen ;  they  had  appeared  grievoufly 
offended  but  two  days  ago,  to  find  the  Army  Eftimates  taken 
into  confideration  before  the  Navy ;  and  yet  now  they  were 
defirous  of  entering  into  a  long  debate  on  the  Ordnance  and 
Fortifications,  a  much  lefs  favourite  fubje(5t ;  though  by  fo  do,- 
ing,  they  were  pcftponing  that  fervice  which,  on  all  occafions, 
they  feemed  to  have  fo  much  at  heart,  namely,  that  of  the 
Navy,  which  had  been  appointed  for  that  day — to  prevent 
therefore  an  abufe  of  time  in  a  long  and  tedious  converfation, 
he  fhould  move  the  order  of  the  day. 

Mr.  Courtenay  faid  a  few  words,  challenging  the  Minifter  toMr.Courtc^ 
(hew  any  fair  reafon,  for  withholding  the  Commiffion  appoint- 
ing the  Mafter  General  of  the  Ordnance  Prefident  of  the  Board 
of  Officers. 

Mr.  Sheridan  obferved,  that  the  difficulty  was  now  ftill  lefs  Mr.  SherU  ■ 
than  it  appeared  before,  the  Inftrudions  being  no  longer  de-   ^"' 
manded,  but  fimply  the  inftrum.cnt  annexed  to  them,  by  which 
the  Mafter  General  was  appointed  Prefident. 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  declared,  that  he  could  not  Mr.W.PItt, 
recoUeil:  whether  there  had  been  any  fuch  formal  inftrument 
annexed  to  the  Inftru6tions — but  at  all  events,  this  was  no  pro- 
per time  to  detain  the  Houfe  from  one  of  the  moft  important 
departments  of  its  duty,  the  care  of  the  Navy — he  fhould 
therefore  infift  upon  the  motion  he  had  made  for  the  order  of  ' 
the  day. 

Mr.  Courtenay  made  his  motion,  but  the  order  of  the  day  Mr.  Courtt^ 
was  carried,  "*^* 


Monday, 


5o6  PARLIAMENTARY        [Feb.  13. 

Monday^  February  13. 

Notices. 

Mr.Jenkm-     Mr.  Jenkhijon  gave  notice,  that  on  Friday  next  he  fliould 
^°^'  move  for  leave  to  revive  a  Bill  to  regulate  the  intercourfe  be- 

tween the  States  of  America  and  the  Britifh  dominions. 
Mr.  Burke.  Ml"*  Burke  faid,  that  he  had  intended  to  have  given  notice  of 
a  motion  for  that  day,  v^hich  related  to  a  fubje6l  of  the  higheft 
confequence  that  could  pollibly  come  before  Parliament — 
namely,  for  the  produ6lion  of  certain  papers  that  he  thought 
neceflary  to  fubftantiate  a  charge  which  he  had  intended  to 
bring  forward,  which  the  Houfe  had  long  expe6ted,  and  which 
the  party  againft  whom  it  was  to  be  made,  or  at  leaft  a  perfon 
very  nearly  conne(Sled  with  him,  had  called  on  him  to  haften. 
He  looked  upon  the  bufinefs  as  the  greateft  and  important  cri- 
minal profecution  that  ever  had  engaged  the  attention  of  any 
human  tribunal.  The  Houfe  was  prepared  to  receive  it, 
the  party  was  prepared  to  meet  it,  and  he  was  prepared 
to  introduce  it ; — he  therefore  wiflied  to  make  no  delay, 
and  was  forry  that  the  Right  Honourable  Gentleman  had 
occupied  the  next  open  day,  becaufe  that  might  be  a  means 
of  poilponing  his  motion,  if  a  debate  fhould  arife  on  the 
Bill  to  be  moved  for  on  Friday,  according  to  the  notice  juft 
given. 
Mr.  Jenkin-  Mr.  yenkinfon  apprehended  there  could  be  no  debate  of  any 
""'  length  on  his  motion,  and  it  was  agreed,  that  Mr.  Burke's 

motion  ftiould  be  expected  on  Friday  next ;  or  if  a  debate 
fhould  arife  on  the  Intercourfe  Bill,  that  then  it  fhould  be  un- 
derftood  as  to  come  on  the  next  fubfequent  open  day. 
Mr. W.Pitt.  The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  obferved,  that  as  the  Right 
Hon.  Gentlemen  had  given  notice  of  his  motion  in  fo  folemn 
a  manner,  as  a  prelude  to  a  charge  of  the  higheft  criminality 
that  ever  occupied  the  attention  of  a  human  judicature;  he 
thought  it  would  be  more  confiftent  with  its  importance,  if  he 
were  to  mention  particularly  what  papers  he  intended  to  move 

for, 
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for,  becaufe  otherwife  his  notice  would  be  of  no  efFeft  towards 
preparing  Gentlemen  for  the  debate. — He  urged  this  to  the 
Right  Honourable  Gentleman  on  the  grounds  of  that  fairnefs, 
candour,  and  impartiality  by  which  every  thing  relating  to  a 
judicial  proceeding  ought  to  be  diftinguifhed; 

Mr.  Burhhid,  he  did  not  mean  to  bring  forward  any  cri- ^'^•^"'^J^^' 
minal  charge  on  Friday,  but  only  to  move  for  preliminary  pa- 
pers neceflary  to  ground  that  charge  upon,  the  nature  of  which 
the  Houfe  (hould  be  informed  of  Friday  next. 

Major  'Scott  faid,  the  Right  Honourable  Gentleman  had  Maj««-S«otc. 
undoubtedly  pledged  himfelf  to  proceed  againft  Mr.  Haftings 
three  years  ago  ;  he  had  repeated  the  pledge  the  two  followin^i- 
feffions,  and  particularly  at  the  clofe  of  the  lafl,  when  he  de- 
clared his  intention  of  proceeding  as  foon  as  Parliament  met 
again.  The  Major  faid,  that  he  was  not  verfed  in  the  mode  of 
proceeding  in  that  Houfe ;  but  he  cojiceived,  that  after  what 
the  Right  Honourable  Gentleman  had  faid  of  his  readinefs  td 
proceed,  he  might  as  well  then  mention  what  papers  he  wanted, 
as  poftpone  fuch  a  motion  till  Friday  ;  by.  which  means  all  further 
delay  wQuld  be  avoided,  and  this  was  the  fourth  year  fmce 
the  Right  Hon.  Gentleman's  firft  pledge  had  been  given  to  the 
Houfe. 

Call  of  the  House. 

Mr.  Fyner  rofe,  and  begged  the  attention  of  the  Houfe  for  a  Mr.Vyner. 
few  minutes,  m.eaning  to  make  a  motion,  to  which  he  hoped 
there  would  be  no  fort  of  objeiSiion,  as  it  was  merely  calculated 
to  oblige  them  to  do  their  duty  as  Members  of  Parliaments 
Previous  to  his  putting  any  motion  into  the  hands  of  the 
Speaker,  Mr.  Vyner  faid,  he  would  ftate  the  reafons  that  In- 
duced him  to  bring  it  forward,  and  he  hoped  thofe  reafons  would 
imprefs  the  minds  of  all  prefent  as  forcibly  as  they  ftruck  him. 
The  Right  Honourable  Gentleman  oppofite  to  him  had,  with 
a  degree  of  candour  and  fairnefs  that  did  him  great  honour, 
and  for  which,  in  his  mind,  the  Houfe  was  highly  indebted  to 

him. 
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him,  given  as  fpecific  a  notice  as  ever  was  given  by  a  Mi- 
nifter,  that  when  the  Ordnance  Eftimates  were  to  be  taken 
into  confideration,  it  was  intended  that  they  Ihould  at  the  fame 
time  determine  upon  the  great  queftion  of  Dock-yard  For- 
tification.— That  gueftion,  Mr.  Vyner  declared  to  be,  in  his 
opinion,  a  queftion  of  infinite  magnitude  and  importance  ;  it 
led  to  confiderations  of  the  moft  ferious  confequence,  and  per- 
haps might  go  the  extreme  length  of  efFe£ting  a  change  in  the 
government  of  the  country  ;  it  was  in  all  regards  neceflary, 
therefore,  that  the  difcuflion  of  fuch  a  fubjeil  fhould  corne  on 
before  as  full  a  Houfe  as  could  poiTibly  be  convened.  The  re- 
gular way  of  obtaining  a  full  attendance,  was  by  moving  a  Call 
of  the  Houfe  ;  and  as  he  meant  to  move  a  Call  with  a  view  to 
the  procuring  a  full  attendance,  he  hoped  the  Right  Honourable 
Gentleman,  with  the  fame  candour  that  had  prompted  him  to 
give  fo  ample  and  fair  a  notice  of  the  queftion  conne6led  with 
the  Ordnance  Eftimates,  would  agree  to  feparate  that  queftion 
from  the  other,  and  let  it  lie  over  for  the  confideration  of  the 
Houfe  after  the  Call  had  operated  effedually.  He  had  no  wifli, 
he  declared,  to  delay  the  public  bufinefs  an  hour,  but  was  ready 
to  vote  the  Ordnance  Eftimates  forthwith.  All  he  alked  was, 
that  before  a  queftion  of  the  magnitude  of  that  refpe6ling  the 
•  Fortifications  intended  to  be  ere6led  for  the  defence  of  the 
dock-yards,  was  taken  under  confideration  and  decided  upon, 
the  Call  might  be  allowed  to  take  place  ;  becaufe,  in  his  mind, 
it  was  due  to  their  conftituents,  and  due  to  the  nation,  that 
they  fhould  have  the  fuUeft  opportunity  of  informing  them- 
felves  upon  the  fubjedt,  before  they  pafl'ed  a  vote  that  would 
authorize  a  fyftem  of  national  defence  extremely  novel  and  ex- 
tremely expenfive.  Mr.  V^yner  enlarged  on  the  poftible  efFeds 
of  adopting  fuch  a  fyftem,  and  concluded  with  moving, 
*'  that  the  Houfe  be  called  over  this  day  [Tuefday]  three 
weeks." 
Mr.W.Pkt.  The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  had  on  no  occafioi)  whatfo- 
eve/,  much  lefs  on  one  of  fo  important  a  nature  as  the  Ord- 
nance 
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nance  Eflimates,  and  the  queftion  of  Fortifications,  with  which 
it  was  united,  the  fmalleft  obje6lion  to  ufe  every  means  what- 
ever to  enforce  a  complete  attendance  of  the  Houfe ;  but  he 
-  could  by  no  means  be  fatisfied  to  poftpone  that  bufinefs  for  fo 
long  a  time  as  the  Hon.  Gentleman  wifhed.    It  was  difficult, 
he  laid,  to  account  for  the  inconfiftence  with  which  Gentle- 
men on  the  other  fide  of  the  Houfe  endeavoured,  on  all  occa- 
fions,  to  procraftinate  and  delay  the  bufinefs  of  the  nation,  af- 
ter their  complaining  that  the  Houfe  had  not  made  fufficienc 
progrefs.     As  to  the  term  novel,  which  the  Honourable  Gen- 
tleman had  applied  to  the  bufinefs  of  the  Fortifications,  he  cer- 
tainly could  not  mean  to  defcribe  it  as  fuch,  with  refpe£l  to 
the  degree  of  notoriety  and  expectancy  which  it  was  attended 
with  ;  for  furely  no  objedl  had  ever  come  before  Parliament 
with  more  preparation  than  it  would  do,  having  now  been  de- 
pending for  three  feflio!.^  and  a  Board  of  Naval  and  Land 
Officers  having  been  rpcointed  to  examine  and  report  the  pro- 
priety of  the  meafui  -  .   fo   that  evidently  the  Houfe  and   the 
public,  muft  be  fufficiently  apprized  of  the  nature  and  extent  of 
the  bufinefs ;  nor  could  there  be  any  neceffity  whatfoever,  for 
putting  off  the   final  confidcration  of  it  to  a  more  diflant  pe- 
riod  than   that  already  appointed.      He  could  therefore  only   - 
conclude,  that  the  motion  of  the  Hon.  Gentleman  was  calcu- 
lated for  delay,  and  therefore  (hould  oppofe  it. 

Mr.  Fox  rofe  to  fupport  Mr.  Yyner's  motion.  He  faid,  he  Mr.  Fox. 
was  fomewhat  furprized  at  the  rcfiilance  made  to  it  on  the  part 
of  the  Right  Hon.  Gentleman,  becaufe,  in  his  opinion,  it  was 
perfc(5tly  eafy  fo  to  arrange  the  matter,  as  to  lofe  no  time  in  re- 
gard to  the  neceflary  difpatch  of  the  public  bufinefs,  and  at  the 
fam6  time  to  accommodate  the  wifiies  of  the  Hon.  Gentlemaa 
who  had  made  the  motion,^  and  of  all  who  thought  with  him 
as  he  had  no  doubt  a  great  many  did,  that  the  queftion  whether 
the  Fortifications  of  the  Dock-yards  fhould  be  adopted  or  nor, 
was  a  queftion  of  the  moft  ferious  importance.  The  Right 
Hon.  Gentleman  had  himfelf,  in  his  fpecch  on  a  former  occa- 
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fion  declared,  that  thofe  who  were  adverfe  to  the  propofed  {y[- 
tetn  of  Fortification  would  naturally  vote;  that  the  fum  to 
be  granted  to  the  Ordnance  for  the  Eftimates  of  the  year  (hould 
te  250,0001.  inftead  of  300,000!.  The  cafe  being  fo,  what 
difficulty  could  the  Hon.  Gentleman  have  to  their  voting  at 
once  next  Monday,  that  250  oool.  be  granted  for  the  Ord- 
nance, and  leaving  it  to  be  underftood,  that  when  a  fit  oppor- 
tunitv  for  a  full  and  fair  difcuffion  of  the  Fortification  queftion 
offered,  if  it  was  then  determined  that  the  Fortification  fyftem 
Ihould  be  proceeded  in,  that  an  additional  50,0001.  fhould  be 
voted  for  the  Eftimates  of  the  Ordnance  ?  This  would  fettle 
the  point  at  once,  and  not  check  the  neceflary  difpatch  of  bufi- 
nefs  ;  but  taking  the  cafe  another  way,  why  not  poflpone  the 
whole  confideration  of  it,  if  it  were  true,  that  the  one  queftion 
were  infeparably  implicated  and  involved  in  the  other  ?  This 
•was  but  the  month  of  February,  and  the  Ordnance  Eftimates 
flood  at  prefent  for  Monday  next ;  was  it  poffible  for  any  fort 
of  inconvenience  to  arife,  if  the  confideration  of  thefe  Efti- 
mates and  the  vote  of  the  money  were  to  be  delayed  for  a  An- 
gle fortnight  ?  Mr.  Fox  declared  it  appeared  to  him  to  be  ab- 
furd  and  fallacious  to  maintain,  that  any  inconveniency  what- 
ever would  arife  from  fo  trifling  a  delay  ;  and  when  the  infinite 
importance  of  the  vote  they  were  to  be  called  upon  to  give 
was  duly  confidered,  he  hardly  believed  there  was  a  man  in  the 
kingdom  to  be  found,  who  would  not  hold  himfelf  obliged  to  the 
Houfe  for  its  deliberation,  and  think  they  did  their  duty  beft,by  not 
raftily  and  precipitately  agreeing  to  a  vote  that  was  to  entail 
on  future  Parliaments,  and  on  future  conftituents,  an  expence, 
the  fize  and  extent  of  which,  he  believed,  no  man  living  would 
take  upon  himfelf  to  define  and  defcribe.  He  reminded  the 
Houfe  of  the  extreme  and  wide  difference  between  the  vote  in- 
queftlon  and  all  other  votes.  They  v/ere  not  to  be  called  on  to 
vote  a  ftated  fum,  and  by  that  vote  to  clofe  the  account ;  but 
they  were  to  begin  a  feries  of  votes  that  might  entail  upon  the 
nation  and  upon  pofterity,  an  endlcis  fyftem  of  charge,  and  an 
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unlimited  extent  of  expence.  If  a  fyftem  fo  far  new,  that  few 
had  made  up  their  minds  upon  it,  and  upon  which  for  one  he 
had  not  made  up  his  mind,  v/as  to  be  adopted  blindly  and  pre- 
cipitately, what  infinite  mifchiefs  might  not  enfue  to  the  coun- 
try? Several  of  thofe  mifchiefs  the  Hon.  Geotleman  who  made 
the  motion  had  glanced  at,  and,  as  it  was  undoubtedly  poflible, 
that  fuch  might  be  the  confequence,  why  would  not  the  Right 
Hon.  Gentleman  meet  the  Motion  fairly ;  and,  as  the  Hon. 
Gentleman  who  made  it,  had  candidly  coupled  it  with  the 
mention  of  the  exprefs  purpofe  for  which  he  made  it,  why  refift 
a  propofal  fo  perfedly  reafonable,  in  refpeft  to  a  fubje£t  efpe- 
cially,  on  all  hands  allowed  to  be  of  the  firft  importance? 

Mr.  Martm  faid,  he  had  a  great  refped  for  the  noble  Duke  Mr.Martin. 
at  the  Head  of  the  Ordnance,  and  was  inclined  to  think  well  of 
him  on  many  accounts  j  but  he  believed  it  would  be  extremely 
difficult  for  that  noble  perfon  to  perfuade  him  to  change  his 
mind,  or  to  bring  him  to  the  opinion  that  fuch  a  fyftem  of  for- 
tification as  that  propofed  was  adtually  necefTary.  Perhaps, 
when  the  matter  came  to  be  difcufled,  he  fhould  hear  as  an  an- 
fwer  to  the  obje£lions  that  might  be  ftated  againft  the  plan, 
that  although  we  had  hitherto  relied  on  our  navy  for  the  defence 
of  our  dock-yards,  that  at  prefent  our  navy  compared  with  the 
naval  force  of  the  other  powers  of  Europe,  was  not  fufficiently 
fuperior  to  be  trufted  to  folely.  In  that  cafe,  he  ftiould  think  it 
would  be  wifer  to  vote  the  50,000!.  in  queftion  towards  in- 
creafing  and  ftrengthening  our  navy,  than  towards  commencing 
the  fyftem  of  fortification  propofed.  With  regard  to  the  Call, 
Mr.  Martin  faid,  he  certainly  fhould  vote  for  the  Motion ;  but 
if  it  (hould  be  carried,  he  hoped  it  would  be  efFe£tually  enforced, 
becaufe  Calls  of  the  Houfe  as  generally  executed,  were  in  his 
mind  the  greateft  farces  imaginable. 

Mr.  Vyner  rofe  again,  and  declared  he  would  not  have  made  Mr.  Vyn«r. 
the  motion,  had  it  not  been  his  fincere  opinion,  that  the  matter 
was  of  the  firft  moment,  and  that  it  could  not  be  too  delibe- 
rately confidered;     He  hoped,  therefore,  that  the  motion  would 
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be  agreed  to,  and  that  the  Right  Honourable  Gentleman  would 
confent  to  poftpone  the  queftion  of  fortification  till  the  Call  was 
made.  He  faid  nothing  upon  earth,  but  a  fenfe  of  his  duty  to 
his  conftituents  and  the  nation,  (hould  havejnduced  him  to 
make  the  motion,  or  propofe  the  delay.  He  had  not  the  honour 
to  be  known  to  the  noble  Duke  at  this  time  at  the  head  of  the 
Ordnance  Board ;  but  if  the  noble  Lord  who  had  preceded  him 
in  office,  to  whom  he  was  well  known,  and  had  lived  with  hiai 
on  terms  of  intimacy  all  his  life,  had  propofed  the  plan  in  quef- 
tion, he  fhould  have  a£led  exactly  in  the  fame  manner. 

The  queftion  was  at  length  put,    and  the  Houfe  divided, 
^'«54,  Noes  100. 

Westminster  Election. 
Mr,  Fox.  As  foon  as  the  Houfe  was  refumed,  Mr.  Fox  rofe  in  his  place 
to  make  his  eleilion  for  Weftminfter.  Mr.  Fox  flated,  that 
thofe  who  had  on  fo  many  occafions  infinuated  opinions,  that 
he  had  not  the  fair  and  legal  majority  of  votes  for  Weftmin- 
fter, and  had  affe£led  to  doubt  of  his  being  fuffered  to  remain 
its  reprefentativc  in  the  prefent  Parliament,  had  no  longer  any 
rio-ht  to  maintain  fuch  opinions,  or  to  entertain  any  doubts 
whatever  on  thofe  points,  becaufe  the  perfons  to  whom  he  al- 
luded having  abandoned  the  caufe,  of  which  they  had  been 
.proud  to  avow  themfelves  the  champions,  it  was  demonftrable 
that  they  knew  all  along,  that  they  ftood  upon  rotten  ground, 
and  that  it  was  impoffible  for  them  to  make  good  their  infinu- 
ations  before  that  tribunal  legally  conftitutcd,  and  undoubtedly 
the  beft  adapted  to  the  difcovery  of  the  truth  in  matters  of  the 
nature  in  queftion.  Had  it  been  pofTible  for  them  to  ftand  at 
all  befe)re  that  tribunal,  they  would  not  thus  have  deferted  the 
■  means  of  doing  fo.  Nothing  furely  of  ani'mofity,  nothing  of 
chicane,  nothing  of  fallacy,  or  of  art,  had  been  wanting  on  the 
part  of  his  political  enemies  ;  and  therefore  it  was  not  to  be  fup- 
pofed,  that  any  thing  fhort  of  a  firm  corividion  arifing  from  the 
experience  derived  from  a  fcrutiny,  continued  in  difterent  veftry- 
rooms  of  the  city  of  Weftminfter  for  io  many  months  toge- 
ther,' 
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ther,  could  have  induced  them  to  drop  the  purfuit,  and  aban- 
don all  pretenfions  to  carry  it  on  any  longer.  Mr.  Fox  faid, 
he  thought  it  necefTary  to  fay  thus  much  on  that  occafion  ;  and 
he  had  on]y  to  add,  that  though  he  {hould  ever  entertain  an 
equal  degree  of  refpeil  and  of  gratitude  for  the  ele£loi'S  of  both 
the  places  that  had  done  him  the  honour  to  return  him,  he 
fhould  make  his  eledion  for  WefLminfter  ;  he  therefore  rrioved, 
"  that  the  Speaker  do  iffue  his  warrant  for  the  eledion  of  a  re- 
"  prefentative  to  ferve  in  Parliament  for  the  Borough  of  Kirk- 
«  wall." 

Ecclesiastical    Suits. 

Mr;  Bajlard  rofe  to  make  his  promif  d  motion,  refpefting  Mr.Bdftard, 
fuits  at  law  carried  on  in  the  Ecclefiaftical  Court.  He  prefaced 
his  motion  with  ftatingj  that  no  matter  flood  more  in  need  of 
regulation  and  reform,  than  the  practice  of  the  Ecclefiaftical 
Courts,  in  a  variety  of  different  fpecies  of  legal  procefs  and 
profecution.  He  faid,  he  would  not  then  take  up  the  time  of 
the  Houfe,  by  entering  into  a  detail  of  all  the  arbitrary,  fevere, 
and  unjuft  effects,  that  had  arifen  in  fonfequcnce  of  the  prac- 
tices in  queftion  j  becaufe,  he  not  only  knew  his  own  limited 
abilitiesj  but  would  not  wifh  to  (hock  the  feelings  of  the  Houfe, 
as  a  legiflative  body,  by  ftating  to  them  the  degree  of  oppref- 
fion,  that  they  had  for  a  ferieS  of  years  fuffered  to  exift  in  the 
tountry;  He  would  content  himfelf  with  moving  for  leave  to 
bring  in  a  Bill,  and  would  barely  hint  the  objcfe  to  which  that 
Bill  would  be  directed.  The  firft  was  to  the  abolifhing  the 
praftice  of  profecuting  for  anti-nuptjal  fornication  as  it  ftood 
at  prefent.  In  order  to  prove,  that  this  point  required  imme- 
diate regulation,  Mr.  Baftard  ftated  two  or  three  cafes,  in  which 
the  parties  had  been  profecuted  with  great  appearance  of  op-> 
preffion  5  one  in  particular,  the  cafe  of  a  man  who  had  a  luit 
commenced  againft  him  in  the  Ecclefiaftical  Court  for  anti- 
nuptial  fornication  fix  or  feven  yeat-s  after  his  wife  had  -been 
dead.  Mr.  Baftard  faid,  another  objeft  of  his  Bill  Was,  to  put 
a  flop  to  all  profecutions  for  fmall  tithes  in  the  Ecclefiaftical 
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Court,  and  in  the  Court  of  Exchequer,  and  to  put  them  on  a 
footing  more  fit   to  be  adopted.     He  had,  he  faid,  intended  to 
have  put  into  his  Bill  an  extenfion  of  what  was  called  the  Lords 
AS.  to  Debtors,  to  a  limited  amount ;  but  as  there  was  a  Bill, 
he  undcrftood,  now  pending  in  the  other  Houfe,  in  which  that 
very  purpofe  was  achieved,  arid  as  it  was  more  proper  for  it  to 
be  originated  in  that  Houfe,  he  had  not  interfered  with  it.    Mr. 
Ballard  concluded  with  moving,  "  For  leave  to  bring  in  a  Bill 
''  to  prevent  frivolous  and  vexatious  fults  in  the  Ecclefiaftical 
**  Court,  and  for  the  more  fpeedy  recovery  of  fmall  tithes." 
Sirjofcph         S\r  yofrph  Mawbe-y  zpproved  gfeatly  of  the  Motion,  and  in 
*  ^)-      order  to  fliew  that  the  Bill,  propofed  to  be  brought  in,  was  ab- 
folutely  nccclTary,  he  flated  various  inftances  of  intolerable  op- 
preffion  that  had  fallen  within  his  own  knowledge* 
Mr. Martin.      Mr.  Alarthi  faid  a  hvf  words  upon  the  fubjeiR:,  but  we  did 
not  difl:in£tly  hear  what  either  Sir  Jofcph  or  Mr.  Martin  faid. 
Leave  was  given  to  bring  in  the  Bill. 

Election    Laws    and   Honour    of    the    House    of 
Commons. 

LoidMahon.  Lord  Mahm  rofe  and  faid,  that  he  was  confident  that  he 
fliould  not  be  contradicted  by  any  Member  of  that  Houfe,  when 
he  laid  it  down  as  a  fundamental  principle  of  liberty  in  this 
country,  that  it  is  neceflary  to  fupport  the  confcquence  of  the 
Houfe  of  Commons ;  and,  in  order  to  preferve  the  freedom  of 
the  people,  and  to  fecure  their  interefts,  that  it  is  efTential  to 

,  maintain  the   full  weight  of  that  aflcmbly  in  the  fcalc  of  the 

conftitution.  But  it  is  poffible,  that  there  may  exifl  out  of  that 
Houfe  fome  extraordinary  chara£ler  who  may  a6l  on  very  diffe- 
rent principles. 

Every  man  of  fenfe  mufl  know  and  feel,  that  it  is  the  Houfe 
of  Commons  that  conftitutes  the  chief  bulwark  of  the  people.,  and 
that  forms  the  flrong  barrier  againfl  the  power  of  the  croivri ; 
and  it  is  for  that  very  reafon,  that  the  Houfe  of  Commons  is  To 
much  difliked  hy  fornc  people. 

Lord 
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Lord  Mahon  faid,  that  he  muft  confefs  that  he  was  not  one 
of  thofe  who  wifhed  to  fee  the  Houfe  of  Commons  degraded. 
That  he  was  not  one  of  thofe  who  wiflied  to  fee  deftroyed,  in 
this  country,  every  barrier  ?ig7i\i\^  prerogative.  The  he  did  ni.t 
wifli  to  fee  every  formidable  fortrefs  of  the  people^  pulled  down  j 
or  to  fee  prerogative  (7«^/ /^ry  principles,  eflabliUled  on  the  ruin 
of  the  conjVitntion.  (The  Houfe  cried  loudly  hear!  hear!) 
Lord  Mahon  then  faid  (pulling  out  a  paper)  that  he  was  not 
of  opmion  that,  ^■^  A  propofuian^  hy  reeeiving  the  approbation  of 
the  Houje  of  Commons^  acquires  no  authority  or  weight  what- 
ever.^' Lord  Mahon  faid,  that,  after  a  propofition  had  receiv- 
ed the  approbation  of  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  he  was  not  of 
opinion  that  "  It  re?nai?ts  in  the  PRECISE  light  of  2. perfect  NEW 
propofition  ;  zvith  this  only  difference^  that^  as  this  propofition  is  a 
meafure^  in  which  the  Houfe  of  Commons  is  peffonally  ifitere/ied^ 
it  ought  to  be  viewed  zuith  the  more  ]EALO\JS\'  !  !  '"  He  faid  he 
would  appeal  to  the  fairnefs  and  to  the  candour  of  every  Gen- 
tleman prefent,  whether  fuch principles  were  to  be  endured  in  a 
free  country.  (The  Houfe  cried  out  again,  hear!  hear!) 
What  (fays  Lord  Mahon)  is  it  to  be  endured  in  a^rtv  country, 
that  it  {hould  be  laid  down  as  a  maxim,  when  a  public  bill  has 
received  the  m.oft  full  and  the  moft  fair  difcuffion,  in  that  part 
cf  the  Legifature  which  reprejents  the  people^  and  has  received 
the  approbation  of  thofe  v/hom  the  country  has  eleSled^  and  of 
thofe  who  have  the  beil  means  o^  Itnovjing  xhefenfe  ol-  their  con- 
flituents  upon  the  fubje6l ;  that  abill'fo  circumftanced,  fliould, 
neverthelefs  be  faid  to  remain  in  the  prccife  light  of  any  vifonary 
projed:,  or  perfect  «*;zi;  propofition  ?  The  degrading  the  Houfe 
ot  Commons,  the  taking  every  opportunity  to  abufe  it,  and  the 
making  that  aflembly  a  ?neer  cypher  In  the  conftitution,  one 
ihould  have  thought  v.'as  quite  fu,'7icicnt,  to  gratify  the  moll 
bitter  Tory  fpleen.,  But  it  is  extraordinary  indeed,  tliat  the  ap- 
probation of  the  reprefentatives  of  the  people  fliould  be  affigned 
as  a  reafon  for  oppofition  to  a  meafure  which  they  demanded, 
and  that  that  approbation  ihould  be  urged  as  a  motive  for  reffl- 

I  Z  ance. 
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nce^  and  fhould  be  held   forth  to   mankind,    as  an  objeiSl  of 
*'  JEALOUSY."     Lord  Mahon  faid,  that  there  might  be  thofe, 
m  this  countrvy  who  wifhed  to  raife  jealotifies  againfl:  the  Hotiff 
of  Co77imonSy  and  to  create  ill-grounded  jealoiifies  againft  the />^o- 
ple.-     That  there  might  be  thofe,  who  thought,  that  their  power 
would  be  irtcreafed,    by   decreafing   the  conftitutional    confe- 
qiience   of  that  affembry.     That  there  ?night  be  thofe,  whofc    • 
maxim  it  was  to  endeavour  te^  divide  thofe  parts  of  the  Lcgifla- 
ture,  which  for  the  pubkc  good,  ought  to  remain  united.     That 
there  might  be  thofe,  whofe  mottc  it  was,  "  to  divide^  in  order 
to  govern  ;"  and  who  wiflied  to  govern^  in  order  the  better  to 
endeavour  to  divide.     Lord  Mahon  faid,  that  a  very  Honourable 
Member  (Mr.  Baftard)  had  on  that  day  obtained  leave  to  bring 
in  a  Bill  upon  a  very   interefting  fubjedl.     The  Honourable 
Geiulcman  might  imagine^  after  his  Bill  has  been  difcufled  for 
many  months  in  //;«f  Houfe,  after  it  has  been  rendered-  as  per- 
fect as  the  wifeft  men  in  that  Houfe  could  make  it,  a4id  after  it 
has  been  highly  approved  of^  (with  only  twenty  diflenting  voices) 
in  the  Houfe  of  Commons  ;  the  Honourable  Gentleman  might 
imagine,   that  he  has  made,  at  leaft,    fome  progrefs ;    but,  he 
might  find,  that  after  he  has  carried  his  Bill  through  the  Houfe 
of  Commons,  that  he  is  juft  as  far  advanced  as    he  was  in  the 
beginning.     If  he  fhould  have  the  misfortune  to  propofe  a  mea- 
fure,  which  is  unexceptionable  in  its  principle,  which  is  well 
confidered  in  its  detail,    and  to  which    no    rational   objection 
can  be  made  ;  the  meafure  ?nay  be  reje£led  without  any  rational 
objedlion  whatever.     It  may  be  totally  mifriprefentcd^  from  the 
firll:  line  of  it  to  the  laft.     If  there  is  nothing  objectionable  iri 
the  Bill,  then  the  Bill  may  be  abufed,  for  what  it  does   not 
contain  J  and  the  Bill  may  likewife  be  abufed  for  wu/ contain- 
ing that^  which  it  actually  does  contain..    Aad  for  fear  that 
fuch  fcandalous  mif-ftatements  filould  be  detetled^  upon  further 
inveftigation  of  the   fubjecft,  and  for  fear  that  fuch  injurious 
mifreprefentatians  fliould   be  finally  done  away,    the   Bill  may 
be  rejedled,  with  contempt,  zvithout  a  hgaring;  and  without  itst' 

being 
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being  permitted  even  to  go  to  a  Committee,  in  order  to  be  dij- 
ci'JJed,  Lord  Mahon  faid,  that  he  knew,  that  fuch  things  as 
thefe  were  pojfthk.  That  he  had,  lalt  year,  brought  in  a  Bill 
himfelf,  to  prevent  delays,  uncertainty,  and  expence,  in  County 
Eledions.  That  the  ohje^  was  a  great  one,  that  the  mode  of 
obtaining  it  had  been  highly  approved  of,  in  that  Houfe,  to 
whofe  Eledions  it  entirely  related  -,  and  that  that  Bill  bad,  at 
the  end  of  the  laft  Seflion  of  Parliament,  been  rejedled  in  the 
Houfe  of  Lords  in  a  very  thi?i  Houfe  ;  and  that  it  had  beea 
there  treated  (on  the  part  of  ofic  perfon)  with  all  the  candour^ 
with  all  the  decency  and  decorum,  and  with  all  the  refpeH  to  the 
Houfe  of  Commons,  which  that  afiembly  unqueilionably  dcfcrved. 
Lord  Mahon  then  moved,  "  That  leave  be  given  to  bring  in  a 
**  .Bill  for  the  better  fecurlng  the  rights  of  voters  at  county 
"  cleaions." 

Mr.  JVilberforce  feconded  the  motion,  and  leave  was  given  m-.  Wii- 
for  the  Bill  to  be  brought  in.  ^'^*"="^"- 

Lord  Mahon  faid,  that  as  foon  as  he  had  brought  in  the  Bill,  Lord  Ma- 
he  (hould  move  to  have  it  printed.     Lord  Mahon,  Mr.  Wil- 
berforce,  and  Mr.  Duncomb,  were  appointed  a  Committee  to 
prepare  apd  bring  in  the  Bill. 


T/hurfday,  February  16. 

Ilchester  Committee. 
As  foon  as  a  fuffiicient  number  of  Members  attended,  the 
Speaker  took  the  Chair,  when  the  Houfe  proceeded  tc-  the  no- 
mination of  a  Committee  to  try  the  merits  of  the  contefted 
Eledion  for  the  Borough  of  Ilchefte^-.  The  following  Gentle  - 
pien  were  chofen  : 

J.  NiCHOis,    Chairman. 
D.  Watherftone,  Efq.  Sir  C.  Sykes 

R.  Metcalfe,  Efq.  W.  Smith,  Efq, 

R.  Thornton,  Efq.  S.  Darrel,  Efq. 

P.  Raflileigh,  Efq,  D.  Ryder,  Ef(^. 

I  3  Si"^ 


ii8  PARLIAMENTARY        [Feb.   16. 

Sir  C,  Predon  Barne  Earnc,  Efq. 

J.  Kynafton,  Efq.  R.  Mafters,  Efq. 

P.  Johnftone,  Efq.  T  .  ^ 

^         n      ,        T-  •  i  Mommees. 

J,  Anitruther,  Liq.  J 

Hay    Bill. 

SirP>.obert         Sir  Rcbcrt  Smyth  rofe,  and  in  a  fliort  fpeech  expatiated  on  the 
"'^''^'         goodefFecls  of  the  Bill  that  had  pafled  laft  year  to  prohibit  the 
exportation  of  Hay  ;  after  which   he  urged  the  neceffity  that 
flill  exifted  in  the  country,  in  confequence  of  the  fcanty  crops 
of  the  laft  year,  and  the  uncertainty  as  to  what  might   be   the 
produtft  of  the  enfuing  fummer's  harveft,  that  the  prohibition 
fliould  ftlll  continue  for  fome  few  months  longer ;  this,  he  faid, 
could  not  be  effected  without  the  introdu6lion  of  a  new  Bill,  as 
that  at  prefent  in  force  would  expire  next  Tuefday.     His  pi»r- 
pofe  therefore  was,  to  move  for  leave  to  bring  in  a  Bill  "  to 
*'  continue  the  AS:  of  the  laft  Seffion  of  Parliament,   relative 
*'  to  the  exportation  of  Hay,  for  a  limited  time." 
Mt. Drake,       rAv.  Drakej  junior,  f.iid,  he  rofe  with  peculiar  fatisfaciion 
to  fecond  the  Motion,  being  fully  convinced  of  the  abfolute 
necefTity  for  a  continuance  of  the  prohibition.      Mr.  Drake 
ilnted,  that  Hay  was  at  the  high  price  of  four  pounds  ten  (hil- 
lings per  load  in  the  metropolis,  and  at  Salifbury  it  had  very 
lately  been  fold  for  five  pounds  ten  {hillings.     There  were  Gen- 
tlemen, he  ohferved,  prcfcnt,  who  if  they  communicated  their 
local  knowledge  to  the   Houfe,   could  furnifn   many  additional 
inftances  of  Hay's  having  fetched  extravagant   prices  in  their 
vicinities;   there  did  not  therefore  in   his  mind  exift   a   doubt, 
but  that  a  renewal  and  continuance  of  the  Bill  would  be  highly 
proper  :   he  added,  that  the  continent  had  been  in  great  diftrefs 
for  Hay,  and  had  paid  ftill  more  extravagantly  for  it  than  we 
had  }  it  afforded  therefore  a  corroborating  proof,  that  the  con- 
tinuance of  the  prohibition  was  neceffary  ;  and  he  trufted  every 
man  would,    011  this  occafion,    recollect  the  old    proverb  of 
**•  Charity   hegins  at  home,"  and  vote  for  the   motion.      Mr. 
Drakcj  while  he  was  on  his  legs,  obfcrved,  that  there  viras  a 

Com- 
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Committee  appointed,  for  the  purpofe  of  enquiring  into  the 
number  of  the  expiring  luws,  with  directions  to  report  the  fame 
to  the  Houfe:  he  faid,  that  Committee,  he  greatly  feared,  was 
nothino"  more  than  a  nominal  Committee  j  he  did  not  believe 
thev  were  then  fitting,  or  had  fat  to  any  effect,  which  was  a 
matter  he  by  no  means  approved  of,  as  nothing  could  in  his 
opinion  be  more  highly  improper  than  for  that  Houfe  to  hold 
out  falfe  lights  to  the  public,  and  make  a  faev/  of  doing  fomc- 
thing,  when  in  fait  they  were  not  doing  any  thing.  Mr.  Drake 
mentioned,  that  no  harm  could  arife  from  renewing  and  conti- 
nuing the  prohibition,  as  the  Bill  veiled  a  power  of  taking  off 
the  prohibition,  and  allowing  the  exportation  in  the  difcretion 
of  his  Majefty  in  Council  ;  a  difcretion  which  he  was  perfuaded 
was  wifely  lodged  in  fuch  hands. 

Sir  Jofcph  Maivbcy  approved  of  the  Motion,  and  ftated  addi-  Sir  Jofeph 
tional  inftances  to  confirm  the  neccffity  of  the  prohibition,  bir  . 
Jofeph  alfo  mentioned,  the  flender  crops  of  corn,  and  the  un- 
promifing  profpecl  of  better  the  next  harveff.  AU  the  barley 
^bout  where  he  lived  had,  he  faid,  a  bad  appearance  ;  and  thercr- 
fore,  it  would  be  wife  in  the  Houfe,  to  fecure  as  much  proven- 
der within  the  kingdom  as  poffible. 

The  Attoyney  General  rofe  to  exprefs  a  hope,  -as  the  matter  p.  Ardea. 
appeared  fo  generally  proper  in  the  eyes  of  all  the  Houfe,  and 
as  the  prefent  Bil]  expires  next  Tuefday,  that  the  Honourable 
Baronet  would  follow  the  example  of  the  laft  year,  which  the 
exigencies  of  the  ftate  then  dictated,  viz,  bring  in  his  Bill, 
(which  would  neceffarily  be  a  very  fliort  one,  a-  Bill  only  of  a 
few  lines,)  immediately  get  it  read  a  firil  and  fccond  time,  that 
day,  then  committed,  read  a  third  time,  and  paffed  to-morrow  , 
fo  that  it  might  go  to  the  Houfe  of  Lords  on  Monday,  anij 
be  paffed  there  with  equal  expedition. 

Lord  Surrey  faid,  as  he  faw  no  fort  of  occafion  for  any  new  LordSurrey. 
Bill,  and  did  not  think  Hay  was  at  a  higher  price  at  prefent, 
ihan  it  was  natural  to  expect  at  this  time  of  year,  he  certainly 

I  4  for 
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for  one  fhould  ohjeift  to  hurrying  the  Bill  through  the  Houfe  in 
the  manner  fuggeilcd  by  the  learned  Gentleman, 
Sir  Edward  Sir  Edward  AjUey  was  Jor  having  it  brought  in  upon  the  fpur 
of  the  occafion,  and  for  expediting  it  accordingly.  Sir  Edward 
faid  a  few  words  more,  we  believe,  in  favour  of  the  Motion, 
and  relative  to  the  (late  and  price  of  Hay  in  the  county  of  Nor- 
folk—but he  fpoke  fo  indiftindlly,  that  we  did  not  hear  what 
he  faid,  fiifficiently  vi^ell  to  be  able  to  report  it  confidently. 

The  Pvlotion  was  carried,  and  the   Bill  brought  in,  read   a 
firft  time,  and  ordered  to  be  committed  as  this  day. 

Ballot  for  the  Court  of  Judicature  to  try 

Indian  Delinquents. 

Mr.  Shcn-       y[^^  Sheridan  rofe  and  declared,    that  he  fhould  not  have 
dan- 
given  the  Houfe  the  trouble  of  attending  to  what  he  was  about 

to  ftate,  had  it  not  the  preceding  day  been  held  out  by  the  Gen- 
tlemen on  the  other  fide  the  Houfe,  as  a  matter  of  triumph  to 
them,  and  of  reproach  and  inconfiftency  to  him,  that  he  had 
abandoned  a  Motion  which  he  had  taken  the  liberty  of  Hating 
to  the  Houfe,  and  left  the  Houfe  without  making  it.     As  he 
conceived  he  could  convince  the  Houfe,  that  there  was  not  the: 
fmalleft  inconfiftency  in  his  condu£>  the  preceding  day,  he  muft 
beg  their  attention  for  a   few  minutes.     On  coming  down  to 
the  Houfe   on  Wednefday,  he   faw  their   door-keeper  putting 
into  every  Member's  hand  a  paper,  containing  a  written  lift  of 
the  names  of  Gentlerrjen  by  way  of  ballotting  lift  j  having  the 
ftrongeft  grounds  for  belief,  that  thefe  papers  were  prepared  at 
the  Treafury,    and   that  it   was  by  their  direction   the   door-r 
keeper  delivered  them  ;  and  feeling  that  fuch  conduft  was  a  di- 
re6l  and  fcandalous  attac<c  upon  the  privileges  of  that  Houfe, 
and   feeling  likewife,  that   it  was  moft  fhamefully  indecent  on 
the  part  of  Adminiftration,  and  that  it  gave  the  lie   to   the  af- 
feilation  of  impartialitVj  which  the  Bill  was  fraught  with  ;   in 
refpecft  to   the  mode  of  conftituting  the  Court  of  Judicature, 
he  had   rifen  and  ftated  his    intention   of  proving  the  fa6l  by 
moving,  "  that  the  door-keeper  be  called  tp  the  Bar  of  the 
4  Houfe," 
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Houfe,"  which  Motion  he  was  proceeding  to  ground  upon  ar- 
gument, when  he  had  been  called  down  from  the  Chair  ;  very 
properly  called  down,  he  was  ready  to  admit,  on  the  part  of 
the  Speaker,  who  had  been  reminded  that  two  hundred  Mem- 
bers were  prefent,  and  had  been  defircd  to  lock  the  door,  and 
proceed  to  the  ballot  in  compliance  with  the  A£l  of  Parliament, 
which  authorized  the  inftitution  of  the  Court  of  Judicature  in 
queftion.     That  having  been  the  cafe,  and  the  ballot  aftually 
proceeded  upon,  was  there  any  inconfiftency  in  his  not  after- 
wards attempting  to  make  his  Motion  ?  One  reafon  upon  which 
he  meant  to  have  refted  it,  and  one  obje(!^  to  which  he  intend- 
ed to  have  pointed  it,  having  been  to  fhew  the  neceffity  and 
propriety  of  poftponing  the  ballot  to  another  day.    Mr.  Sheri- 
dan ftrenuoufly  contended,  that  it  would  have  been  moft  ab- 
furd  in  him  to  have  attempted  to  have  made  his  Amotion,  when 
fo  effential  an  end  aimed  at  by  it,  viz.  the  getting  the  ballot  poft- 
poned,  was  determined  and  over  by  the  ballot's  having  taken 
place.     That  was,  he  faid,  an  explanation  of  his  conduit  cf 
yefterday  ;  and  he  left  It  to  the  Houfe  to  decide,  whether  it  was 
at  all  inconfiftent  or  contradidtory  ?  Mr.  Sheridan  complained 
of  the  Minlfter's  having  taken  on  unfair  advantage  of  the  letter 
of  the  AS:  of  Parliament,  in  calling  to  the  Speaker  to  fhut  the 
doors  when  he  did.     He  admitted  that  according  to  the  Letter 
of  the  Ail,  fuch  conduil  was  warranted  ;  but  under  fuch   a 
ftri£t  enforcement  of  the  Letter  of  the  A61:,  the  Minifter  might, 
when  the  Houfe  were  in  a  divifion,  and  one  hundred  Members 
(thofe  in  the  Oppofition)  out  in  the  Lobby,  and  two  hundred 
(all  the  friends  of  the  Miniiler)  within  the  Houfe,  call  to  the 
Chair  to  lock  the  doors,  and  proceed  to  ballot  with  a  complete 
certainty  of  carrying  the  Ele6tion  his  own  way.     Mr.  Sheridan 
put  another  cafe  equally  flrong,  and  faid,  grofs  and  prepofterous 
as  thefe  c^fes  were,  they  were  not  a  jot  more  fo,  than  the  Mi^ 
nifter's  conduit  of  the  preceding  day,  when  he  prevented  hhn 
from  opening  his  Motion,  by  calling  to  the  Chair  to  have  the 
doors  fhut  while  he  was  on  his  legs.     What  he  meant  now  to 
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move,  would  be  that  part  of  his  yefterday's  purpofe,  which  might 
yet  be  ufefully  accomplifhed,  viz.  "  that  the  door-keeper  be 
called  to  the  Bar  of  the  Houfe,"  there  to  flate  from  whom  he 
received  the  written  lifts,  and  by  whofe  authority  he  delivered 
them  to  the  Members  as  they  entered.  He  enlarged  upon  the 
fa£l  as  an  infringement  of  the  privileges  of  the  Houfe,  and  as 
an  indecent  and  dire£t  attempt  to  influence  the  Members  of  that 
Houfe  in  their  capacity  of  Lleclors  of  the  new  Court  of  Judi- 
cature, by  Treafury  interference.  He  faid,  he  flattered  hinifelf 
he  (liould  not  again  hear  the  ridiculous  argument  of  the  pre- 
ceding day,  that  there  was  no  compulfion  ufed,  and  that  the 
papers  left  the  minds  of  the  Members  as  free  and  unbiafled,  as 
they  were  before  they  faw  them.  [A-lr.  Pitt  faid  (acrofs  the 
Houfe)  fo  they  did. J  Mr.  Sheridan  declared  his  extreme  fur- 
prize  at  the  Right  Honourable  Gentleman's  ftill  contending  for 
fo  palpable  an  abfurdity ;  he  faid,  he  had  imagined  even  the 
ihortefl:  time  for  recollection  would  have  convinced  the  Ho- 
nourable Gentleman,  that  the  pofltion  was  truly  ridiculous  j 
and,  that  although  Mr.  Pearfon  had  not  taken  the  Members  in- 
dividually by  the  fhoulders,  and  forced  them  by  manual  ftrengtU 
to  ballot  for  the  lift,  he  had  pat  into  their  hands,  yet  certainly, 
by  having  put  the  Treafury  lift  into  their  hands,  he  had  not  left 
their  minds  as  completely  free  and  uninfluenced  as  they  had 
been  before.  The  Bill,  he  faid,  refle6ted  great  impartiality  on 
the  part  of  the  Miriifter  ;  and  it  had  been  argued  at  the  time 
the  Bill  was  in  progrefs,  that  it  was  intended,  that  the  Minifter 
for  the  time  being  fhuuld  not  interfere  in  the  election  of  the 
new  Court  of  Judicature  in  any  way  whatfoever.  How  could 
this  be  reconciled  to  the  conduct  that  had  been  adopted  ?  A 
conduit  at  once  fo  indecent  and  fo  degrading  to  them,  that  if 
the  Right  Honourable  Gentleman  dared  rife  and  avow,  that  the 
lifts  were  prepared  by  his  orders,  and  delivered  by  his  autho- 
rity, he  would  pledge  himfelf  to  move  the  fevereft  cenfure  of 
that  Houfe  upon  the  Right  Honourable  Gentleman.  Mr. 
Sheridan  ufed  a  variety  of  arguments  to  prove,  that  it  was  th? 

duty 
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duty  of  the  Houfe  to  inftitute  an  enquiry,  in  order  to  afceftain 
what  he  had  flated  as  a  matter  highly  culpable  on  the  part  of 
the  Treafury  ;  and  the  Houfe,  he  faid,  could  take  no  means  (o 
effetSlual  of  doing  that,  as  ordering  their  door-keeper  to  the 
bar.  He  dcfired  not  to  be  mifunderftood,  as  meaning  to  caft 
any  fort  of  flur  on  the  chara6]:ers  whofe  names  were  in  the 
written  lifts  ;  more  refpeilable  charadlers  he  knew  not :  and  fo 
far  was  he  from  wifliing  it  to  be  conceived  that  he  intended  to 
throw  any  imputation  upon  them,  he  was  not  without  hopes, 
that  they  would  feel  that  he  was  combating  their  caufe,  and 
would  all  vote  with  him.  He  recapitulated  fome  of  the  heads 
of  his  fpeech,  and  concluded  with  moving,  "  That  Mr.  To- 
fcph  Pearfon,  door-keeper,  be  now  called  in  and  examined  in 
relation  to  the  faid  complaint." 

Mr,  Francis  rofe  to  fecond  the  motion,  and  prefaced  his  do-  Mr.Frantls, 
ing  fo  by  a  fhort  fpeech,  in  which  he  declared  that  he  had  not 
attended  the  ballot,  as  he  had  uniformly  profefTed  himfelf  ad- 
verfe  to  the  conftitution  of  a  Court  of  Judicature,  fo  uncon- 
ftitutional  in  its  origin  and  principle,  and  fo  inimical  to  the  na- 
tural rights  of  Britifli  fubjects  in  every  particular  of  its  infl:i- 
tution,  powers,  and  proceedings.  Upon  the  face  of  the  mat- 
ter, Mr.  Francis  faid,  it  ftruck  him,  that  the  eledlionhad  been 
partially  condu£led,  and  that  an  enquiry  was  neceflary.  This 
ferved  to  confirm  his  former  fufpicions  of  the  extreme  uniufti- 
fiablenefs  of  the  inftitutlon,  and  that  the  tribunal  was  meant  to 
be  held  out  as  a  rod  of  minifterial  power,  to  fall  heavy  on  thofe 
whofe  opinions  led  them  to  take  an  adverfe  part  ao-ainft:  Admi- 
niftratlon  ;  but  to  be  lightly  handled  with  refped:  to  others 
who  might  conduct  themfelves  in  a  manner  more  accommo- 
dating and  more  pliant  to  the  wiflies  and  wills  of  the  powers 
in  being.  Mr.  Francis  faid,  he  would  not  take  up  more  of 
the  time  of  the  Houfe  then,  as  he  intended,  when  the  proper 
occafion  offered,  to  beg  their  attention  to  his  feiitiments  more 
at  large. 

Sir 
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Sir  Jofeph  Sir  'Jojeph  Mawhey  rofe  to  refift  the  motion,  which  he  con- 
*w  ey.  |.gj^(]£(j  ^^g  ijy  po  means  neceflary  j  and  that  all  the  arguments 
urged  in  fupport  of  it  were  rather  infulting  to  the  Houfe,  as 
they  went  upon  the  fuppofition,  that  part  of  it  was  liable  to  un- 
due influence,  when  proceeding  to  exercife  jts  capacity  of 
cledtors  of  the  new  Court  of  Judicature.  Sir  Jofeph  faid,  he 
by  no  means  wiihed  to  enquire  from  whom  the  door-keeper 
received  the  papers  he  delivered ;  they  had  not  influenced  him, 
nor  did  he  believe  they  had  influenced  any  Gentleman  that  bal- 
lotted.  They  might  juft  as  well  proceed  to  enquire  by  whom 
all  the  various  papers  that  were  put  into  their  hands  from  time 
to  time  in  the  courfe  of  the  feffion  came,  fuch  as  petitions  for 
Bills  and  other  things,  which  would  be  a  moft  idle  way  of 
fpending  the  time  of  the  Houfe. 

IHjr.W.Pitt.  The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  accorded  moft  fully  with 
the  Hon.  Baronet,  and  faid,  he  hoped  a  complaint  of  fo  frivo- 
lous and  idle  a  nature  would  not  occafion  much  debate  on  a 
day,  when  agreeable  to  notice,  other  great  and  important 
topicks  were  to  be  taken  under  confideration.  The  two 
heads  of  obje<Slion  into  which  the  Hon.  Gentleman  had 
made  his  charge,  namely,  that  the  written  lifts  which  were 
delivered  was,  in  the  firft  place,  a  violation  of  the  privileges  of 
the  Houfe,  and  in  the  fecond  place,  an  inftance  of  the  Minif- 
ter's  having  attempted  to  interfere  in  an  eledion  vefted  in  the 
Members  of  that  Houfe  by  treafury  influence,  were  each  of 
them  fo  obvioufly  ill-founded  and  delufive,  that  they  have 
fcarcely  merited  a  ferious  anfwer.  In  refpeft  to  the  firft,  viz, 
breach  of  privilege,  there  had  been  none  ;  for  what  fpecific 
privilege  of  the  Houfe  did  the  fa6l  afTumed  into  argument,  but 
without  a  fhadow  of  proof,  trench  upon  ?  Suppofing  even  that 
it  were  true,  that  the  written  lifts  had  been  prepared  and  deli- 
vered as  the  Hon.  Gentleman  had  aflerted,  where  was  the 
breach  of  privilege  ?  Artd  as  to  the  idea,  that  the  minds  of 
Gentlemen  were  liable  to  be  influenced,  upon  having  a  written 
lift  of  names  put  into  thejr  h^nds  to  do  what  they  pleafed  with, 

unaccom- 
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unaccompanied  by  any  requeft  or  any  eompulfioil  to  vote  for 
any  one  name  in  the  lift,  that  fomething  more  than  infmuation 
(for  the  Hon.  Gentleman  had  that  day  invented  a  new  fhade  of 
allertion)  was  too  infulting  to  the  Houfe  to  be  tolerated  a  mo- 
ment.    But  would  any  man  imagine,  that  the  Hon.  Gentlemarf 
or  his  friends  had  in  ferious  reality  any  concern  for  that  impar- 
tiality in  the  conftitution  of  the  Court  of  Judicature,  for  which 
they  were  now  fo  eager  to  profefs  themfelves  the  advocates^ 
when  their  conduct  on  the  day  of  ballot  was  confldered  ?     It 
wao  in  the  power  of  any  forty  of  them,  by  flaying  and  doing 
their  duty  by  ballotting,  to  have  put  any  name  upon  the  lift  and 
had  it  returned  ;  for  with  fuch  attention  to  a  fair  and  impartial 
election  of  the  Court  had  the  A61  been  framed,  that  it  was  Ca 
worded,  that  no  Minifter,  were  he  fo  inclined,  or  were  he  fa 
prefuming  as  to  think  as  meanly  of  the  Members  of  that  Houfe 
as  the  Hon.  Gentleman  had  chofen  to  :^at€  them,  had  it  in  his 
power  to  prevent  any  name  from  being  put  upon  the  lift  that 
forty  Members  chofe  to  ballot  for,     Inftead,  however,  of  the 
Hon.  Gentleman  and  his  friends  taking  this  fair  and  becoming 
means  of  infuring  a  return  of  impartial  characlers,  according 
to  their  ideas   of  impartial  chara£lers^-  they  had  deferted  their 
duty,  and  abandoned   the  ballot.     It  was,   evident,    therefore, 
that  the  attempt  fo  made  to  raiCe  a  clamour,  was  merely  an  at- 
tempt to  throw  impediment's  in  the  way  of  public  bufmefs,  and 
to  create  alarm  in  the  minds  of  the  people,  by  ill-founded  and 
frivolous  complaints.     Mr.    Pitt  fpoke   in    high  terms  of  the 
Gentlemen    who    had    ballctted,    and    faid,  they    owed   not 
iheir  charaiSlers    to   the   Hon,    Gentleman's    forbearance,   nor 
would  his  [Mr,  Pitt's]  praife  heighten  them.     He  added  fome 
other  rcafoningto  prove,  that  the  arguments  that  had  been  ufed 
were   infuking  to  the    Houfe,    and  the  whole   complaint  fri- 
volous. 

Mr.  Fox  rofe  in  fupport   of  the   motion,  and  faid,  it  was  Mr,  Fox^ 
aftoniftiing  to  him  to  hear  from  the  mouths  of  the  very  perfons 
who  had,  night  after  night,  in  almoft  every  fpcech  they  had 
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made  when  he  was  in  office,  and  conducting  his  India  Bill 
through  the  Houfe,  attacked  him,  and  charged  him  with  hav- 
ing given  himfelf  the  nomination  of  the  perfons  who  were  to 
a6l  under  the  Bill,  when  he  rofe  up  as  Secretary  of  State,  and 
fuggefted  their  names  for  the  eledion  of  the  Houfe ;  he  was 
aftonifhed  to  hear  from  them,  that  delivering  Treafury  lifts  was 
no  interference  of  the  Miniftry,  and  that  the  minds  of  Gentle- 
men were  left  as  free  as  before  they  faw  thofe  lifts.  When  he 
had  the  honour  to  ftand  up  in  his  place  and  nominate  Lord 
Fitzwilliam,  Mr.  Montague,  and  the  other  great  and  refpedl- 
able  charafters,  who  were  to  have  been  in  the  commiffion  in- 
ftituted  by  his  India  Bill,  was  it  not  again  and  again  faid  to  him 
by  the  Hon.  Gentleman,  and  all  around  him  at  that  time, 
*'  You  are  nominating  your  own  creatures ;  you  talk  of  the 
Houfe  of  Commons  making  their  eledion,  the  majority  of  the 
Houfe  of  Commons  always  vote  with  the  Minifter  on  great 
public  points,  and  confequently  the  Minifter  who  nominates 
within  thefe  walls  elects,  and  not  the  Houfe  of  Commons  I" 
This  language  had,  Mr.  Fox  faid,  been  fo  often  urged,  that 
no  man  who  heard  it  at  the  time  could  have  forgotten  it,  nor 
would  any  man,  he  believed,  be  hardy  enough  to  deny  it. 
Where  was  the  difference  between  his  ftanding  up  publicly  as 
a  Secretary  of  State  and  nominating,  taking  upon  himfelf  at  the 
fame  time  the  refponfibility  for  fo  doing,  and  the  Treafury's 
nominating  by  the  circulation  of  lifts,  except  indeed  the  diffe- 
rence between  open  and  occult,  between  public  and  avowed, 
fecret  and  concealed  nomination  ?  That  the  Treafury  had 
compelled  Gentlemen  to  vote  for  any  given  lift  of  names,  Mr. 
Fox  declared  he  would  not  fay  j  but  he  would  fay,  they  had 
canvnjfed,  and  the  event  fhewed  that  their  canvafs'  had  been  fuc- 
cefsful  ;  for  though  there  had  been  ffty-fcvcn  names  returned 
upon  the  iflue  of  the  ballot,  the  whole  forty  tliat  tiie  canvaflang 
lifts  contained,  were,  he  obferved,  in  that  number.  Nor  was 
it  to  be  wondered  at,  that  the  Treafury  canvafs  had  been  fuccefs- 
tul ;  for  notvvithftanding  the  ridiculoiis  arguments  and  affer- 
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tlons  urged  and  held  by  the  Hon.  Gentleman  and  Hon.  Baronet 
above  him,  that  the  Houfe  were  not  to  be  influenced  by  a  Mi- 
nifter,  daily  experience  proved  that  they  were  ;  and  that  they 
were  he  fhould  never  be  afraid  to  maintain,  without  meaning  to 
caft  a  flur  upon  the  Houle  or  any  part  of  it.  Mr.  Fox  enlarg- 
ed upon  the  delivering  the  written  lifts,  and  fai<l,  it  was  the  or- 
dinary mode  of  canvafs  adopted  without  doors  on  various  occa- 
fions  ;  but  however  decent  in  thofe,  it  was  highly  indecent  ia 
the  recent  inftance  of  the  preceding  day.  With  regard  to  the 
charge  of  his  having  neglecled  his  duty  in  not  ballotting,  he 
was  from  the  firft  an  avowed  enemy  to  almoft  every  part  of  the 
Bill ;  and  therefore  he  neither  would,  nor  could  it  reafonably 
be  expecled  he  fhould,  allift  in  carrying  into  execution  any 
part  of  it.  Mr.  Fox  added  other  reafons  for  fupporting  the 
motion. 

Mr.  Drake.)  jun.  faid,  he  thought  there  was  an  efTential  dif-  Mr.Drike. 
ference  between  publicly  and  officially  nominating  in  the  man- 
ner the  Right  Hon.  Gentleman  had  done  when  Secretary  of 
State,  and  the  delivering  out  lifts  of  names  anonymoufly,  in  the 
manner  complained  of.  He  tnought  there  was  no  want  of  de- 
corum in  that,  though  he  had  feen  a  want  of  decorum  in  thofe 
who  had  deferted  their  duty  and  avoided  the  ballot.  He  faid,  he 
ftood  in  a  peculiar  predicament  with  regard  to  the  fubjecl  he 
treated  of ;  but  he  would  neverthelefs  fay,  thofe  very  refpetflable 
Gentlemen  who  ballotted  had  done  themfelvcs  great  honour. 
The  paper  in  queftion  had  not  influenced  him  ;  he  was  the 
fpaniel  of  no  Minifter,  the  invariably  attached  adherent  of  no 
party.  He  would  not  fetch  and  carry  for  either,  but  mi^ht  fay 
ot  himfelf,  in  the  language  of  a  familiar  motto,  *''' Nullius  jurare 
addiclus  in  verho  ?nagijiri"  In  the  courfe  of  his  fpeech  A4r. 
Drake  faid,  he  had  been  a  cordial  opponent  of  Mr.  Fox's  Bill ; 
but  when  it  paffed,  he  contented  himfelf  v/ith  faying  it  miwht 
pofllbly  do  good,  perhaps  more  than  he  could  have  imagined. 

Mr.  Martin  faid,  that  when  the  Hon.  Gentleman  canvalTed  Mr.Martio. 
for  Weftminfter,  he  believed  he  thought  it  necefTary  to  do  fome- 

thing. 
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thing  more  than  barely  write  his  name  on  a  piece  of  paper,  and 
leave  it  with  the  party  canvaffed.  Mr.  Martin  feid  alfo,  he  had 
expedled  fomething  ludicrous  when  he  faw  the  Hon^  Gentleman 
rife  to  make  his  motion,  but  was  more  convinced  he  had  been 
fporting  with  the  Houfe,  when  he  witnefied  the  folemn  gravity 
with  which  the  motion  had  been  fecondcd.  Mr.  Martin  de- 
clared he  had  received  one  of  the  papers  containing  forty  names  j 
that  it  had  not  influenced  his  ballot  in  the  leaft  ;  that  he  thought 
it  would  be  an  idle  piece  of  bufmefs  to  have  their  old  fervant 
brought  from  the  door  and  placed  at  the  bar  of  the  Houfe. 

Mr.FraBcis.  Mr.  Francis  faid,  he  knew  not  that  he  had  fhewn  more 
gravity  than  ufual  when  when  he  feconded  the  motion — but 
whatever  grave  feeling  he  might  have  at  that  moment,  what 
had  fallen  fo  wittily  from  the  Hon.  Gentleman  had  effedually 
removed  it. 

Mr.  Sheri-  Mr.  Sheridan  rofe  to  corredl:  the  miftatements  of  his  argu- 
ment, and  particularly  complained  of  the  Right  Hon*  Gen- 
tleman's having  held  him  out  as  a  perfon  apt  to  treat  that  Houfe 
with  infultand  contempt.  Nothing,  he  faid,  could  be  further 
from  his  intentions  j  and  as  he  had  not  the  great  abilities,  the 
power,  the  influence  of  office,  nor  the  other  circumftances 
that  Right  Hon.  Gentleman  pofl'efled,  to  recommend  him  to 
the  good  opinion  of  the  Houfe,  the  Hon.  Gentleman,  hehoped^ 
would  not  take  from  him  his  only  poiTeffion,  a  moft  fincere  re- 
fpe6l  for  the  Houfe  and  all  its  Members.  Mr.  Sheridan  faidf 
he  differed  in  one  point  from  his  Right  Hon.  Friend  near  him  j 
he  meant  to  have  ballotted,  though  an  enemy  to  the  Bill ;  but 
he  had  been  prevented  by  accident.  Mr^  Sheridan  added  other 
explanations. 

Mr.  Pi  Ar-  The  Attorney  Generalxok  to  remind  Gentlemen  of  a  fail:,  which 
they  feemed  to  have  forgotten  oi'  overlooked,  viz.  that  the  Houfe 
of  Commons  did  not,  in  reality,  elcil  the  Court  of  Judicature; 
they  did  not  even  eleil:  fuch  of  their  own  Members  as  were  to 
make  a  part  of  it.  The  A61  dire6ted  them  to  return  forty  or 
more  of  whom  they  chofe  by  ballot  to  return,  and  if  they  re- 
turned 
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turned  more  than  forty,  another  ekaion  by  ballot,  vefted  in  the 
hands  of  the  Judges,  determining  Vv'ho  the  forty  fiiould  be. 
Mr.  Attorney  prefTed  th:s  upon  the  Houle,  and  reinforced 
tharpart  of  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer's  argument  which 
ftated,  that  any  forty  Members  could  enfure  a  name,  or  any 
number  of  names  belonging  to  the  returned  liils. 

Mr.  Courtenay  endeavoured  to  raife  a  lau^h  at  Mr.   Attor-  Mr.Comtc- 

.  "  .  nay. 

ney's  expence,  by  giving  his  argument  a  fefid-ludicrous  turn. 

Mr.  JoUiffe  took  up  Mr.  Attorney  more  ferioufly,  and  faid,  Mr.  Jolllffe. 
the  beft  way  for  the  learned  Gentleman,  and  thofe  near  him  to 
prove  their  own  arguments,  and  rivet  conviction  on  the  Floufej 
that  the  complaint  was  frivolous  and  ill-founded,  would  be  to 
call  the  door-keeper  to  the  bar,  and  examine  him, 

Mr.  FanfAta7-t  faid,  he  trufced  the  conduct  of  the  Houfe  in  Mr.  Vanfit- 
refpe^L  to  the  ballet,  as  well  as  the  very  refpcc^able  names  re-  ^^^^* 
turned,  would  give  perfedt  fatisfadtion   in  India,  and  convince 
the  Britiih  fubjecis  in  that  part  of  the  world,  as  well  as  the  na- 
tives, that  an  impartial  Court  of  Judicature  was  inftituted. 

At  length  the  queilion  was  put,  and  the  Houfe  divided,  when 
the  numbers  were,  Jycs  38,  Noes  138. 

Fortification  of  the  Dcck-yards. 

As  foon  as  the  Houfe  was  rcfumed,  Mr.  Sheridan  rofe  and  Mr*  Sherl- 
Faid,  he  hoped  the  motion  he  Ihould  that  day  make  on  the  fub- 
jeft  of  the  proceedings  refpecting  the  ptopofed  plan  of  fortify- 
ing the  Dock-yards,  would' not  occafiori  much  debate,  or  meet 
with  refiftance  ;  but,  previous  to  his  making  it,  he  fhould  ima- 
gine it  would  be  right  to  call  Gcntlem.en's  attention  back  to  the 
fituation  in  which  the  Houfe  ftood  at  that  moment  in  refpeft  to 
the  fubje£l.  Mr.  Sheridan  then  recapitulated  all  the  proceed- 
ings, from  the  firlt  fuggeftion  of  the  propofcd  plan  to  the  pe- 
riod of  the  Minifter's  having  given  the  Houfe  to  underftand 
that,  previous  to  their  being  called  upon  to  vote,  that  the 
50,0001.  granted  towards  Fortifications  to  be  erected  for  the 
defence  of  the  Dock-yards  \-:.  1784,  fhould  be  fo  applied,   the 
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whole  matter  ihould  be  referred  to  a  Board  of  General  Officers, 
naval  as  well  as  military,  to  inquire  into  the  nature  of  the  plan 
pronofcd,  the  poiTibility  of  doing  without  it,  tlie  neceflity  for 
having  it,  the  wifdom  and  policy  of  ado})ting  it,  and  the  ex- 
pence  it  would  ultimately  incur.  Having  ftated  thefe  particu- 
lars ^radc-tlm.^  Mr.  Sheridan  reminded  the  Houfc  of  the  turn  cf 
the  ar2:uinent  of  the  Right  Hon.  Gentleman  on  Friday  laft, 
wlien  he  formally  announced  his  cxpeflation,  that  when  the  Ord- 
nance Eflimatcs  were  voted  this  femon^  the  application  of  the 
50,000!.  in  hand  would  be  defn-ed  ;  at  that  time  the  Right 
Hon.  Gentleman  had  faid,  that  the  Houfe  would  not  now  have 
the  bare  word  of  an  individual,  or  of  any  A4inifterto  rely  on^ 
hut  the  report  and  unanimous  opinion  of  a  Board  of  the  moft 
refpeiSlable  nature  ever  inflituted,  a  Board  compofed  of  the  firft 
charaiSlers  in  the  naval  and  military  line  now  iil  being.  What 
then,  faid  Mr.  Sheridan,  was  my  aftonifhment,  and  what  muft 
have  been  the  allonifhment  of  the  Houfe,  to  find  an  Hon.  Ge- 
neral, a  Member  of  that  Board,  rife  in  his  place,  and  flatly 
contradict  the  Right  Hon.  Gentleman,  by  denying  that  the  re- 
fult  of  the  opinions  of  that  Board  had  been  fuch  as  the  Right 
Plon.  Gentleman  had  ftated  it  to  be,  or  that  thofe  opinions 
warranted  any  fuch  declaration  as  he  had  made.  The  Right 
Hon.  Gentleman  had  lifen  a  fecond  time,  and  put  the  matter 
in  i/i'ue  between  him  and  the  Hon.  General,  challenging  the 
judgment  of  the  Houfe,  and  calling  upon  the  Houfe  to  decide 
who  was  right  and  who  wrong  in  his  affertion  ?  How  was  it 
poilible,  Mr.  Sheridan  proceeded,  for  the  Houfe  to  judge  with- 
out evidence  or  means  of  diredling  their  determination?  AfTer- 
tion  flood  againft  aflertion,  and  they,  altogether  uninformed  as 
to  the  real  merits  of  tlie  fadt  in  iffue,  and  perfe611y  in  the  dark, 
were  defired  to  decide  ?  This  was  fo  obvioufly  abfurd,  that  he 
riiould  have  imagined  when  the  Right  Hon.  Gentleman  put  the 
matter  in  iiTue,  he  would  of  himfelf  have  furniihed  thofe  who 
were  called  upon  to  give  judgment,  with  the  means  of  forming 
their  opinion ;  as  he  had  not  done  ioy  Mr.  Sheridan  faid,  he 
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meant  to  do  it  by  his  motion  of  that  day  ;  but  as  he  was  free  to 
fay,  he  thought  a  great  deal  of  matter  improper  to  be  hid  be- 
fore the  Houfe  might  be  contained  in  the  detail  of  the  Report 
of  the  Board  of  Naval  and  Military  Officers,  he  had  cautioufly 
forborne  to  m.ake  his  motion  too  extenfive,  and  had  worded  it 
fo,  as  to  empower  Miniftcrs  to  lay  fuch  parts  only  of  what  pa- 
pers the  motion  called  for  before  the  Houfe,  as  might  be  placed 
upon  the  table  with  the  greateft  fafety  to  the  ftate.  If,  how- 
ever, his  motion  in  its  prefent  form  were  to  be  found  objec^ 
tionable,  and  lefs  objectionable  words  could  be  fuggefted,  he 
would  readily  adopt  them  ;  and  if  the  papers  were  furnifhed, 
and  bore  out  the  Right  Hon.  Gentleman  in  his  affertion,  he 
would,  for  one,  abandon  all  idea  of  oppofing  the  propofal  to  fuf- 
fer  the  money  to  be  applied  to  Fortifications.  Mr.  Sheridan 
moved  for  a  copy  of  the  appointment  of  the  Board  of  Naval 
and  Military  Officers,  of  fuch  parts  of  their  InflrucLions,  and 
of  their  Report,  as  his  Majefty's  difcretion  might  deem  pro- 
per to  be  made  public  with  perfeil  confiilency  to  the  fafety  of 
the  ftate. 

Mr.  IFyndh^fn  feconded  the  motion,  and  faid  a  few  words  in  Mr.  Wynd- 
preface  to  it,  which  we  did  not  diftincflly  hear.  ^'^' 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  faid,  that  he  had  heard  the  Mi.W.PUt^' 
Hon.  Gentleman  with  more  fatisfa6lion,  and  more  confonance 
of  opinion  on  his  part,  than,  he  believed,  he  himfelf  expecSled, 
or  than  he  was  in  general  ufed  to  do. — Hov/ever,  though  he  ' 
joined  with  him  in  the  main  object  of  his  argument,  he  mulT: 
protcft  againft  fonie  particular  parts,  in  which  he  could  not 
think  the  Hon.  Gentleman  perfeilly  correct  in  his  flatement. 
Although  he  could  not  agree  with  the  Hon.  Gentleman,  that 
the  whole  of  the  Inftructions  given  by  his  Majefty  to  the  Board 
ot  Officers  could  with  fafety  be  made  public,  becaufc,  in  many 
inftances,  thofe  Inftructions  went  to  very  delicate  points,  and 
were  of  a  nature  that  might  probably  give  fuch  information  to 
thofe  who  might  be  our  enemies  in  future,  as  would  be  highly 
dangerous  and  detrimental ;  nay,  as  they   were  ia  fome  Cifes 
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more  delicate  in  their  nature  than  even  the  Report  itfelf,  becaufe 
there  were  many  fuggeftions  in  them  which  the  Report  did  not 
anfwer,  the  Board  of  OiBcers  having  found  a  better  method  of 
coming  at  the  Report ;  yet  ftill,  fuch  parts  of  the  InftrutSlions 
and  Report  as  could  with  propriety  be  laid  before  the  Houfe,  iC 
was  highly  necefTary  it  fnould  be  in  pofTcffion  of;  nor  fhould* 
he  by  any  means  endeavour -to  withhold  them.  He  had  cer- 
tainly, as  the  Hon.  Gentleman  had  mentioned  on  a  former  day^ 
objeiSted  to  a  motion  that  feemed  calculated  to  give  the  Houfes 
information  ;  but  his  reafon  for  doing  fo  was,  not  to  prevent  in- 
formation from  being  obtained,  but  becaufe  the  queftion  pra- 
pofed  was  in  facl  nugatory,  as  it  required  the  commiilion  ap- 
pointing the  Duke  of  Richmond  Prefident  of  the  Board  of  Of- 
ficers, to  be  produced ;  whereas  no  fuch  commiilion  had  ever 
been  made  out,  the  inftrument  by  which  his  Grace  had  been 
appoijited  being  the  King's  letter,  grid  the  fame  method  had 
alio  been  ufcd  to  conftitute  the  other  .Members  of  the  Board. 
He  was  furprized  to  find,  that  the  Hon.  Gentleman  had  enter- 
tained an  idea,  that  it  was  intended  to  conceal  the  names  of  the 
Gentlemen  who  compofed  the  Board  of  Officers  ;  for  if  he  re- 
membered rightly,  he  had,  on  a  former  occafion,  in  fpeaking 
of  the  bufinefs,  relied  on  the  merit  and  refpedlability  of  the 
Members,  as  one  of  the  fureft  pledges  of  the  juflnefs  and  accuracy  • 
of  their  Report ;  and  of  the  advantage  arifing  from  this  confi-* 
deration,  the  friends  of  the  Fortifications  would  be  deprived,- 
v/ere  the  names  of  the  Gentlemen  to  be  concealed. — He  faid, 
that  there  could  fcarcely  be  any  neceffity  for  him  to  fay  any 
thing  more  on  the  fubject  of  the  Report  of  the  Board,  and  the 
different  points  to  which  it  went,  than  he  had  already  faid  on  a 
former  occafion ; — he  had  then  ftatcd,  that  it  had  been  referred 
to  the  Board  to  report,  whether  a  naval  force  finely,  could  give' 
fuch  efi'edual  fecurity  to  our  dock-yards  as  the  nation  might 
rely  upon  with  confidence  in  the  event  of  a  future  war ;  whe- 
ther fuch  a  fecurity  could  be  obtained  by  the  afEftance  of  an 
army  alone,  or  bj  means  of  a  naval  and  land  force  combined — 
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to  thofe  queilions  the  Board  had  dire(R:ly  and  fpecincally  an- 
fvvered,  that  thofe  invaluable  parts  of  the  kingdom  could  not 
be  fuiEciently  fecured  by  either  of  the  fuggeftcd  modes  of  de- 
fence, nor  even  by  both  conjoined,  without  the  affiftance  of 
Fortifications.  Here  Mr.  Pitt  went  over  the  fubjedt  matter  of 
his  fpeech  of  Friday  lafl:,  to  prove  that  it  was  in  the  moft  ftridv 
conftru6fion  of  the  opinion  of  the  Board  of  Officers,  that  the 
mcafure  was  now  brought  forward,  and  that  theii  opinion  was 
explicitly  and  clearly  in  its  favour.  As  to  what  the  Hon.  Gen- 
tleman had  faid  with  refpefi:  to  the  fentiments  of  the  Hon.  Ge-r 
neral  behind  him,  he  m.uft  obferve,  that  in  that  he  had  been  ex- 
tremely incorretfl— the  Hon.  General  had  by  no  means  even 
hinted,  that  the  opinion  of  the  Board  was  averfe  to  the  fyftem 
of  fortification ;  he  had  only  declared,  that  their  opinion  was 
jiot,  in  his  judgment,  in  favour  of  the  meafure  to  the  extent 
in  which  he  had  ftated  it :  on  this  part  of  the  queftion,  how- 
ever, he  and  the  Hon,  General  were  at  ifilic,  and  the  papers  to 
be  laid  before  the  Houfe  would  be  fufiicient  to  determine  which 
of  them  was  in  the  right.  As  to  the  expence  of  thofe  works 
that  were  propofed,  he  appealed  to  the  Houfe  whether  it  had 
been  the  complexion  and  charaifler  of  his  political  and  minifte^ 
rial  condu6l,  to  regard  with  indifference  the  interefts  of  the  re- 
venue, and  the  duties  of  public  ceconomy  ?  Yet  flill  anxious  as 
he  was  to  exert  himfelf  to  the  utmoft  ia  favour  of  thofe  great 
objeds,  and  he  hoped  it  would  (liortly  appear  that  his  exertions 
had  been  attended  with  confiderable  fuccefs,  he  could  by  no 
pieansconfent,  although  for  the  very  tem.pting  profpett  ofdimi- 
fiifhing  the  public  debt,  or  relieving  the  burthens  of  the  peo- 
ple, to  abandon  an  objecl  of  greater  mom.ent  than  even  the  di- 
minution of  the  debt  or  the  relief  of  the  fubjecl— the  neceflary 
defence  of  thofe  naval  magazines,  our  dock-yards.  He  was 
glad  to  hear  from  the  Hon.  Gentleman  a  declaration  that  did 
him  fo  much  honour,  as  that  he  vi'as  ready  to  pledge  himfelf 
that  if  he  fliould,  on  infpe(5ling  the  papers  now  moved  for,  find 
that  the  bufmefs  ftood  upon  the  footing  he  had  reprefented  it, 
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as  fancSlioned  by  the  opinion  of  the  Board  of  Oinccrs  fairly  and 
clearly  coUeded,  he  would  then  abandon  his  oppofition, — and  for 
his  part,  he  was  equally  defirous  of  coming  forward  to  meet 
the  Honourable  Gentleman  with  a  Gmilar  pledge,  which  was, 
that  if  it  fhould  appear  that  the  Report  of  the  Board  of  Officers 
did  not  fully  and  explicitly  juftify  the  meafure,  he  would  him- 
felf  entirely  relinquifli  it,  nor  (laould  he  in  that  cafe  require  a 
fhilling  from  Parliament  to  carry  it  Into  execution.  Upon  the 
whole,  he  was  fo  perfeflly  of  the  Honourable  Gentleman's  opi- 
nion with  regard  to  his  Motion,  that  he  had  prepared  one  of 
almofl  an  exaiftly  fimilar  tendency,  which  he  fliould  propofe  to 
the  Honourable  Gentleman  to  adopt  inftead  of  his  own;  not 
becaufe  it  was  better  adapted  to  the  purpofe,  or  any  way  properer 
in  itfelf,  but  becaufe,  in  one  inftance,  it  was  more  accurate  in 
point  of  form,  becaufe  it  requefted  his  Majefty  to  lay  beforq 
the  Houfe  the  circular  letters,  by  which  the  Board  had  been 
conftitutcd  ;  whereas  the  Motion  of  the  Honourable  Gentle- 
man, from  his  not  having  been  informed  on  the  fubjetl,  re- 
quired thecommiffion,  when  in  fa£l  no  fuch  commiflion  exiftcd. 
General  General  Biirgcyme  rofe  as  foon  as  the  Chancellor  of  the  Ex- 

urgoyn  .    ^j^g^^j^j.  j-^j.  ^Jq^j-,^  ^[jJ  f^|,j^  th«  greatefl:  part  of  what  had  fallen 

from  the  Right  Honourable  Gentleman  had  afforded  him  infinite 
fatisfaciion.  He  was  happy  to  find  the  matter  in  ilTue  between 
them  was  llkclv  to  come  fairly  before  the  Houfe.  There  was 
only  one  point  in  doubt  v/ith  him.  The  whole  of  the  Inftruc- 
tions  to  the  Board  in  his  opinioii,  might  be  laid  on  the  table  with 
perfecl  fafety  to  the  State.  In  the  Report,  he  admitted,  there 
was  a  great  deal  that  was  highly  improper  to  be  made  public. 
With  regard  to  the  opinions  of  the  Members  of  the  Board  upon 
the  points  fubmittcd  to  them,  unlefs  the  whole  was  before  the 
Houfe,  it  was  impofTible  for  the  Houfe  to  determine  juftly ;  be- 
caufe cafes  hypothetically  put,  admitted  only  of  a  direcl  aiifwer 
given  under  admiffion  of  the  hypothefis,  v.'hether  probable  or 
barely  pollible.  Inftead  of  which,  the  Houfe  ought  to  have  be- 
fore them  all  the  data^  that  they  might  judge  vv'hcther  the  cafe, 
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put  hypothetic-ally,  was  a  cafe  iuhlicicntly  within  probability  to 
be  worth  attention  or  not.  He  would  by  no  means  betrsy  any 
flate  fecret,  or  be  guilty  of  a  breach  of  the  confidence,  under 
the  fcal  of  which  he  flood  as  a  member  of  the  board  in  queflion; 
but  without  incurring  the  imputation  of  fpeaking  unguardedly 
or  dangeroufly,  he  would  fay,  that  fcveral  of  the  cafes  fubmittcd 
were  mere  pojiulata^  and  hypothetical  cafes,  as  extravagant,  as 
if  it  were  afked,  Suppofe,  by  fomc  Jlrangc  conv.ulfiQii  of  nature^ 
the  Jiraits  between  Dover  and  Calais  JImdd  be  no  more^  but  that 
the  coajis  Jhonld  meet  and  unite,  would  it  not  be  politie,  expedient^ 
and  ahfohitely  r.^ceffary,  to  fortify  the  ijihimis,  or  neek  of  land  be- 
tween France  and  England?  Extravagant  as  this  hypothefis  was, 
fevcral  that  bad  been  put  to  the  Board  appeared  to  him  to  have 
been  equally  extravagant  and  improbable  !  in  fliort,  fo  much  fo, 
that  it  would  be  m.adnefs  for  that  Houfe  to  vote  avvay  the  public 
money  to  a  large  amount,  merely  bccaufc  to  fuch  hypothetical 
cafes  ai)  unanimous  opinion  in  the  affirmative  had  been  given. 
Qeneral  Burgoyne  f;iid,  he  had  ever  entertained  an  high  opi- 
nion of  the  military  fkiU  of  the  noble  Duke  at  the  head  of  the 
Qrdnancc,  but  that  he  had  found  him  more  expert  and  fcien- 
tific  in  engineering  than  his  partiality  had  fuggefted  ;  jnfomuch, 
that  he  himfelf,  though  he  had  fpent  a^rcatpart  of  his  life  in 
the  prac'Tiice  of  tadics,  and  all  the  attendant  circumftances,  had 
returned  from  the  Board  with  more  lights  upon  the  fubject  of 
engineering,  than  he  had  carried  with  him  to  it.  His  opinion 
of  the  noble  Duke,  therefore,  as  a  military  character,  \v?,s  much 
heightened  ;  and  in  v/hat  he  might  in  future  find  it  neceflary  to 
fay,  he  begged  he  might  not  be  fuppofed  to  mean  any  thing 
perfonal.  He  fhould  hereafter  probably  take  the  liberty  of 
troubling  the  Houfe  much  mere  at  length  with  his  opinion  on  the 
fubjedf:,  and  therefore  it  might  not  be  amifs  to  lay  in  his  claim, 
when  the  inflrudlions  came  before  the  Houfe,  to  treat  them  as 
freely,  as  the  King's  Speech,  generally  confidcred  there  as  the 
Speech  of  the  Minifter,  was  cuftomarily  treated  in  that  Houfe. 
J-|e  juflifieJ  this  claim  by  obferving,  that  tliere  was  a  mode  of 
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forming  a  fyllogifin,  by  multiplying  and  branching  cut  the  main 
propontion  into  numerous  pofuions,  and  placing  it  in  a  variety 
of  points  of  view,  by  means  of  queftions  fo  put,  that  human 
reafon  could  not  withhold  their  affirmative  affent  to  any  one  of 
them,  and  yet  every  man's  mind-muft  deny  the  general  refult 
deduced.  Having  flated  this,  he  entreated  the  Houfe,  to  give 
him  credit  for  not  confulering  the  queftion  relative  to  Fortifi- 
cations with  any  party  imprcfilion  or  bias.  The  queftion  was 
beyond  the  reach  of  party  ;  it  was  in  his  mind,  the  moft  impor- 
tant iand  the  moil:  interefting,  whether  confidered  as  an  official, 
a  financial,  cr  a  conil-itutii)nal  queftion,  that  ever  came  before 
Parliament.  He,  who  made  it  a  party  queftion,  was  unworthy 
to  be  heard  upon  it.  The  General  concluded  with  repeating 
his  requeft,  to  be  informed  whether  the  whole  of  the  inftrudi- 
cns,  or  only  part  of  them  v/ere  to  be  laid  before  the  Houfe  ? 
Mjr.W.Piu.  ,  l^hc  Cbcncello}-  of  the  Exchequer  rofe  immediately,  and  v/ilh 
much  pointed  irony  adverted  to  the  argument  of  the  Honourable 
General,  which  he  faid  was  fo  far  fetched,  as  not  to  be  capable 
of  illuftration,  except  by  fuppcfing  a  convulfion  of  nature,  or 
fo  abfurd  an  event  as  the  jun^lon  of  Dover  and  Calais,  by  a 
new  created  ifthmus, — Would  the  Houfe  believe,  that  the  moft 
refpeclable  Board  of  Land  and  Sea  Officers  that  had  ever  fat, 
could  have  been  impofed  upon  by  fuch  frivolous  and  vifionary 
hypothefes. — As  for  the  Honourable  General  himfelf,  every 
Gentlem.an,  who  was  acquainted  with  his  unrivalled  fki'l  in  ail 
the  departments  of  literature,  as  well  as  of  war,  knew  very  well, 
that  no  logical  fubtlety  could  poffibly  fo  far  triumph  over  his 
reafon,  as  to  lead  him  on  through  a  feries  of  enquiry  and  in- 
veftigatior.j  by  means  of  fuch  data  and  hppothefes  as  were  in 
themfelves  undeniable  and  felf-evident,  but  which  tended  to  a 
conclufion,  which  though  it  could  not  be  refuted  by  argument* 
the  mind  was  yet  determined  to  deny. — And  it  was  ftill  more 
inexplicable;  how  fuch  an  impofition  could  be  pradifed  under  the 
diredion  of  a  perfon,  who,  high  as  he  before  ftood  in  the  opi- 
nion of  the  Honourable  General,  was  raifcd  ftill  hrgher  by  his 

conduct 
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conduit  at  that  board  ;  and  fjom  whom,  enlightened  as  the  Ho- 
nourable General's  mind  had  already  been,  he  had  received  frefh 
light  and  improvement. — As  to  the  Honourable  General's  in- 
finuation,  that  the  Report  of  the  Board  was  founded  upon  hy- 
pothefis  and  imaginary  cafes,  he  was  ready  to  meet  him  upoa 
that  ground  •,  for  though  there  were  many  hypothefes  fubmitted 
to  them,  yet,  upon  the  grand  queftion  of  the  neceflity  and  pro- 
priety of  the  fortifications,  their  opinion  was  unqualified  and 
fpecific.  Nay,  the  Report  itfelf,  and  that  in  a  part  of  it  where 
the  Board  were  unanimous,  and  which  of  courfe  muft  have 
had  the  confent  of  the  Honourable  General,  did  arrange  the  fub- 
je6t  matter  of  their  enquiry,  in  fuch  a  manner,  as  ftiould  ex- 
tend it  to  fuch  objecls,  and  fuch  objedts  alone,  as  were  necef- 
fary  for  their  difcuffion. 

Mr.  Fox  rofe  and  faid,  it  would  have  been,  in  his  mind,  well  j^ir.  Yo%, 
for  the  Right  Honourable  Gentleman,  if  he  had  imitated  the 
modeft  and  unprovoking  fpeech  of  his  Honourable  Friend,  and 
had  rcftrained  his  triumph,  till  the  Houfe  by  having  the  papers, 
(from  which  they  would  be  enabled  to  form  and  give  a  judg- 
ment) upon  their  table,  had  decided  that  the  Right  Honour- 
able Gentleman  had  caufe  for  triumph.  Exultingly  as  the 
Right  Honourable  Gentleman  had  chofen  to  deliver  his  com- 
ment upon  his  Plonourable  Friend's  pofitions,  there  appeared  to 
him  to  be  but  little  ground  for  fuch  exultation.  The  Right 
Honourable  Gentleman  knev/  perfectly  well,  for  he  had  once 
belonged  to  a  profefiion  that  never  fcrupled  to  maintain  the  beft 
that  could  be  made  of  an  argument,  even  when  truth  was  not 
on  its  fide,  that  logical  powers  could  work  wonders.  Had  the 
Right  Honourable  Gentleman  been  fldl  in  the  profeflion  to 
which  he  alluded,  perhaps  he  would  not  have  bluflied  to  have 
avowed  fuch  a  fentiment.  He  could  be  no  ftranger  then  to  the 
powerful  efiiedt.of  the  art  of  fubtlety  ;  and  it  could  not  appear 
improbable  to  him,  however  it  might  ftrike  ordinary  hearers  -» 
with  aftoniftiment,  that  it  was  in  the  power  of  Ikilful  and  ex- 
pert cafuiits  to  puzzle  a  plain  and  fimple  propofition,  by  branch- 
ing 
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ing  it  out  into  an  almofl  innumerable  feries  of  artful  queftions, 
to  every  one  of  which  it  was  impofTible  to  anfwer  otherwife, 
than  yes^  and  to  the  refult  of  the  whole,  notwithftanding  the 
minds  of  informed  and  rational  men  mull  deny  concurrence, 
Mr.  Fox  faid,  he  not  only  concurred  in  the  chara6lcr  his  Ho- 
nourable Friend  had  given  of  the  noble  Duke,  but  if  he  might 
be  allov/ed  to  fay  fo  much  in  his  prefence,  though  by  the  rule  of 
the  Houfe  he  was  fuppofed  not  to  be  prefent  *,  he  had  a  very 
fmcere  regard  and  afFedion  for  him  ;  but  he  neverthelcfs  won- 
dered not,  that  in  logical  reafoning  and  logical  deduiftion,  the 
noble  Duke  fhould  prove  more  than  a  match  for  the  late  very  re-r 
fpe6table  Boerd,  or  indeed  for  any  Board  of  Naval  and  Military 
Officers  that  could  have  been  affembled.  But  left  he  fliould 
be  thought  too  partial  to  his  relations,  he  made  no  fcruple  to 
avow,  that  great  as  his  opinion  was  of  the  noble  Duke's 
fkill  as  an  engineer,  and  profound  as  his  reipe£l  v;:is  for  the 
opinions  of  fuch  men  as  fat  at  the  Board  of  Enquiry,  he  fhould 
be  inclined  to  think  the  qucilion  neither  a  naval  nor  a  military 
queftion,  but  to  conhdcr  it  as  a  qucftion  of  a  broa-Jer  nature, 
as  a  political  queftion,  as  a  queftion  of  finance,  and  a  queftion 
that  v/ent  immediately  to  the  Conftitution.  So  thinking,  he 
Ihbuld  have  prefumed  to  have  diftcred  from  the  noble  Duke, 
snd  from  the  Board  of  naval  and  military  Officers  ;  and  with- 
out pre::cnding  to  the  fcience  and  knowledge  of  either,  would 
have  met  it  on  other  grounds,  and  argued  it  on  other  princi- 
ples. Mr.  Fox  here  ftated  his  furprize  at  the  fmile  afTumed 
the  other  day  by  the  Minifter,  when  Mr.  Vyner  had  talked  of 
the  queftion,  as  a  queftion  of  a  deep  conftitutional  tendency. 
He  faid,  he  v/as  firmly  of  opinion,  that  it  was  one  of  the  greateft 
queftions  that  ever  came  under  difcuffion,  and  ought  to  be 
looked  at  in  a  much  more  extenfive  point  of  view,  than  merely 
as  to  the  immediate  expence  of  the  matter  immediately  to  be 
commenced.     In  repeating   the  part   of   this   Hon.    Friend's. 

*  The  Duke  of  Richmond   fat  in  the  gallery,    oppofite    to  Mr.  Fox, 
during  the  whole  of  this  debate. 

fpeech 
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fpeech  to  which  he  alluded,  the  Right  Honourable  Gentleman, 
he  obferved,  had  introduced  a  word  that  implied  a  great  deal, 
but  he  hoped  not  intentionally  fo  illiberal  a  conftrutSlion  at  it 
would  bear.  He  meant  the  I:ttle,  and,  as  It  was  placed  in  the 
order  of  phrafeology,  the  Infignijicant  word  dcterjimied.  The 
Right  Honourable  Gentleman  had  quoted  his  Honourable 
Friend  as  having  faid,  that  men's  minds  vizxc  ddcniiined  to  deny 
the  refult  of  the  furies  of  logical  queftions,  though  they  had  ad- 
mitted all  the  logical  data.  Surely  the  Right  Hon.  Gentleman 
did  not  mean  to  fay  the  Board,  or  any  Members  of  it,  came 
determined  to  deny  the  refult  of  felf-evident  proportions  ! — 
Before  he  fat  down,  Mr.  Fox  defired  to  know  whether  the  pa- 
pers, the  Minifter  was  willing  to  grant,  would  bring  before 
the  Houfe  the  points  in  contefl  and  in  iflue  between  him  and  the 
Honourable  General?  and  whether  he  did  not  mean  to  pive  a 
longer  day  than  Monday  for  the  difcufllon  of  the  queftion  ?  As 
to  the  wording  of  the  two  Motions,  Mr.  Fox  profefTed  himfelf 
to  be  perfe6i:ly  indifferent. 

Mr.  Sheridan  faid  a  few  words  in  explanation,  Mr.  ShcH- 

Commodore  Bczvycr  ftated  it  to  be  his  opinion,  that  the  Re-  1^"" 

•^  *•  Commodors 

port  of  the  Board  of  Naval  and  Military  Officers  contained  Bowyer. 
matters  of  fuch  a  delicate  a  nature,  that  he  feared  the  makino- 
any  part  of  it,  that  could  afford  information  to  the  Houfe,  pub- 
lic, would  give  light  to  our  enemies  as  to  matters  in  which  he 
hoped  and  believed  they  were  as  yet  in  the  dark.  Ke  affigncd 
his  reafons  for  thinking  fo,  juflified  the  fortifications,  and  de- 
clared he  had  a  firm  reliance  on  the  prudence  and  precaution  of 
his  Majefly's  Minifters  in  laying  fuch  parts  of  the  report  only 
before  the  Houfe,  as  could  do  no  harm  ;  he  faid,  he  wifhed  the 
reft  of  it  might  be  hid  from  the  fi;^htof  all  mankind. 

Captain  Macbride  on  the  contrary  maintained,  that  there  were  C3pt4;n 
many  parts  of  the  Report,  the  publication  of  which   could  do  Macbnde. 
no  poffible  injury  to  the  State;  efpecially,  he  faid,  the  depart- 
ment in  which   he  had  been  em.ployed,  had    found  no  caufe 
whatever  to  report  any  thing  that  could  juftify  putting  the  na- 

tio-T 
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tion  to  fuch  an  expence  as  the  commencement  of  the  propofed 
fyfteiTi  of  fortification  would  induce.  The  Captain  faid,  he 
ihould  more  fully  explain  himfelf  when  the  fubje6l  was  more 
fully  before  the  Houfe. 
^fr. W.Pitt.  The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  apologized  for  the  expreflion 
that  had  been  complained  of  by  the  Hon.Ger^leman,  affuring  him, 
that  he  by  no  means  meant  to  infmuate,  that  he  would  fit  down 
to  an  enquiry  with  a  mind  pre-determined  to  refift  conviclion  ; 
an  imputation  he  fhould  be  heartily  afhamed  of,  as  well  from  his 
refpedt  to  the  Hon.  General,  as  to  the  other  great  characters 
with  whom  he  had  been  joined  in  the  inveftigation.  To  Mr. 
Fox  he  faid,  acrofs  the  table,  that  he  by  no  means  meant  to  de-- 
prive.  the  Houfe  of  the  advantage  to  be  derived  from  the  papers 
required,  by  hurrying  on  the  bufmefs  before  they  had  obtained 
every  information  poffible  from  them,  and  therefore  wpuld  wil- 
lingly confent  to  delay  the  bufmefs  till  Wednefday,  which,  as 
the  papers  were  to  be  laid  on  the  table  this  day,  would,  he 
thought,  afford  full  fuiHcient  time  for  Gentlemen  to  make  up 
their  minds. 

At  length  the  queflicn,  ftated  in  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exche- 
quer's words,  was  put,  and  agreed  to  ncm'im  contradkente, 
Mr.  Cour-        ^^J"'  Courtcriay  then  moved,  "  That  copies  of  the  eftimates 
^^ay*  of  the  expences  of  the  fortifications  of  Por^fmouth  and  Ply- 

mouth, delivered  into  the  Board  of  Naval  and  Military  Officers, 
and  alfo  copies  of  the  eftimates  of  the  expences  delivered  in  by 
the  Engineers  of  the  Tower  to  the  faid  Board,  be  laid  before  thei- 
Houfe."     They  were  ordered  accordingly. 
The  Houfe  rofe  about  half  pafl  feven. 


Friday,  February  17. 

American   Intercourse  Bill. 

Mr.  Jenkin-      The  Right  Hon.  '^Ix.Jenkinfon  rofe,  according  to  the  notice  ho 

had  given,  to  move  for  leave  to  bring  in  a  Bill  for  continuing, 

for  another  year,  an  A6t  made  in  the  laft  Seffions,  for  regulating 
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the  intercourfe  between  the  States  of  America  and  the  Britifti 
dominions.  He  faid,  he  muil  neceflarily  take  up  fome  of  the 
time  of  the  Houfe,  in  order  to  ftate  a  few  fails  relating  to  the 
prefent  fituation  of  our  trade  between  our  poiTefTions  and  thofe 
bf  the  United  States.  He  entered  largely  into  the  ilate  of  the 
American  trade,  dividing  it  into  two  branches ;  one  between 
the  Britifh  Weft  India  Iflands  and  the  United  States,  the  other 
between  thofe  States  and  Great-Britain  herfelf ;  and  gave  an  ac- 
count of  the  various  articles  that  were  the  fubjecls  of  each,  viz. 
corn,  flour,  bifcuit,  pulfe,  and  beef  of  the  former,  and  fome  few 
unmanufactured  commodities,  (as  oil,  pitch,  &:c.)  of  the  latter, 
Thefe  were  branches  of  commerce  highly  advantageous  to  this 
country,  and  there  was  no  danger  of  their  being  taken  from  us  ; 
becaufe  it  was  equally  defirable  to  the  Americans  to  find  a 
market,  as  it  was  for  us  to  be  fupplied  with  thofe  commodities. 
He  gave  a  long  account  of  the  Britifli  fhipping  laft  year  em- 
ployed in  the  American  trade,  which  he  faid  amounted  to  about 
700  vefTels,  employing  4000  feamcn,  and  containing  58,00a 
tons.  It  had  been  defired  by  fome  Gentlemen,  on  former  oc- 
cafions,  not  to  reftrict  the  importation  of  American  produce 
into  our  iflands  to  Britith  fhipping,  but  he  never  could  agree 
with  them  in  opinion  that  it  would  be  politic  fo  to  do ;  becaufe 
it  was  the  prailvce  of  the  Americans,  when  admitted  with  their 
merchandize  into  thofe  iflands,  to  carry  away  nothing  but  fpecie 
in  return,  and  then  to  proceed  to  the  neighbouring  French  or 
Spanifn  Iflands  to  purchafe  rum  and  fugar  for  the  continental 
market.  This  he  inftanced  by  a  fa£t  that  had  happened  laft 
year,  when,  in  confequence  of  the  hurricane,  the  Governor  of 
Jamaica  had  found  it  necefTary  for  fupplying  the  ifland  with  pro- 
vifions,  to  publi(h  a  Proclamation  admitting  all  American  veflels 
into  the  harbours,  and  giving  them  permifllon  to  difpofe  of  their 
cargoes  there— this  Proclamation  accordingly  brought  a  fufE- 
ciency  of  provifions  into  the  m.arket,  but  almoft  the  whole  was 
paid  for  in  ready  money,  which  Vv'as  carried  out  of  the  ifland : 
from  this  ciicumftancc  be  ftiould  always  be  an  enemy  to  ad- 
mitting 
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mitting  the  Americans  to  import  their  produce  into  our  iflands 
in  their  own  bottoms.  We  fhould  always  have  a  conficlerable 
fhare  of  their  trade  for  the  fale  of  our  rum  and  fugars,  if  im- 
ported in  our  own  Ihips,  bccaufe  our  iflands  are  the  only  market 
they  had  for  their  corn,  flour,  and  bifcuit.  I'ortugal  had  already 
prohibited  thofe  commodities;  it  was  likely  Spain  would  follow 
her  example — France  excluded  them  from  her  Colonies,  and  it 
was  not  probable  ihe  would  admit  them  into  Old  France.  They 
were  debarred  from  the  Mediterranean  trade  by  the  Barbary 
corfairs,  and  as  for  the  northern  parts  of  Europe,  it  would  be 
abfurd  for  them  to  expe6l  any  encouragment  there  ;  fo  that  they 
would  be  always  under  the  necefllity  of  admitting  our  Weft  In- 
dia produce,  in  order  to  obtain  a  vent  for  their  grain,  pulfe,  and 
provifions.  The  regulations  now  propofed  had  been  tried  for 
three  years,  and  with  great  fuccefs,  as  the  Weft  India  Iflands 
were  as  well  as  ever  fupplied  with  provifions  and  lumber.  It 
might  therefore  be  a  queftion,  why  he  did  not  now,  as  had  been 
intended,  propofe  to  make  the  Bill  permanent  ?  His  reafon  was, 
becaufe  he  underftood  there  was  a  petition  to  be  fent  over  by 
the  Aflembly  of  Jamaica,  againft  the  prefent  fyftem ;  and  he 
thought  it  better  not  to  make  it  permament,  until  it  fhould  ap- 
pear how  far  it  might  be  proper  to  comply  v/ith  that  petition^ 
and  until  its  merits  were  fully  invcftigated  ;  and  on  account  of 
the  prefent  unfettled  ftate  of  the  American  Councils,  fome  of 
the  States  having  direded  Congrefs  to  come  to  no  fettlement 
whatfoever,  fome  to  arrange  the  Intercourfe  as  foon  as  nine 
States  Ihould  agree,  and  fome  to  poftpone  any  regulation  until 
the  whole  Congrefs  fnould  be  unanimous.  And  at  all  events, 
no  bad  confequence  could  arife  from  giving  the  Bill  a  trial  for 
one  year  more.  He  therefore  moved, "  That  leave  be  given 
to  bring  in  a  Bill,  to  renew  the  provifions  of  an  Acl  for  regulat- 
ing the  commercial  intercourfe  between  the  United  States  of 
America  and  the  Britifh  dominions." 

Impeach- 
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Impeachme:,-!   of  Warren  Hastings,  Es<^ 

Mr.  Burke  cefired,  that  the  Journals  of  1782  might  be  turned  Mr.  Burke. 
to,  and  the  44th  and  45th  Refolution  of  May  29  be  read.    They 
were  read  accordingly,  and  were  as  follow  : 

"  lliat  for  the  purpofe  of  conveying  entire  convi61:ion  to  the 
minds  of  the  native  Princes,  that  to  commence  hoftilities  with- 
out juft  provocation  againfl:  them,  and  to  purfue  fchemes  of 
conqueft,  and  extent  of  dominion,  are  meafures  repugnant  to 
the  wifli,  the  honour,  and  the  policy  of  this  nation ;  the  Parlia- 
ment of  Great-Britain  fliould  give  fome  fignal  mark  of  its  dif- 
pleafure  againft  thofe,  in  whatever  degree  entrufted  with  the 
charge  of  the  Eaft-India  Company's  affairs,  who  Ihall  appear 
wilfully  to  have  adopted  or  countenanced  a  fyflem  tending  to 
infpire  a  reafonable  diftruft  of  the  moderation,  juftice,  and  good 
faith  of  the  Britifh  nation." 

'•  That  Warren  Haftings,  Eft];  Governor-General  of  Ben- 
gal, and  William  Hornfby,  Efq;  Prefident  of  the  Council  at 
Bombay,  having,  in  fundry  inftances,  aded  in  a  manner  repug- 
nant to  the  honour  and  policy  of  this  nation,  and  thereby  brought 
great  calamities  on  India,  and  enormous  expences  on  the  Eaft- 
India  Company,  it  is  the  duty  of  the  Directors  of  the  faid  Com- 
pany, to  purfue  all  legal  and  effectual  means  for  the  removal  of 
the  faid  Governor-Gt^neral  and  Prefident  from  their  refpedtive 
offices,  and  to  recall  them  to  Great  Britain." 

Mr.  Burke  then  rofe  again,  and  lamented  that  the  folemn  bu-  Mr.  Burke. 
fjnefs  of  the  day  fliould  have  devolved  into  his  hands,  when  it 
would  have  come  forward  with  fo  much  more  weight  and  effect 
in  the  hands  of  the  Right  Hon.  Gentleman,  v^ho  had  fuggefted 
the  very  Refolution  that  had  been  read  to  tlie  Houfe,  and  had 
perfuaded  the  Koufe  to  vote  it,  v/ith  many  others.  He  had,  he 
faid,  been  urged  to  endeavour  to  put  the  Refolutions  in  force, 
and  to  prevent  their  remaining  a  mere  calumny  on  the  page  of 
their  Journals.  He  had  been  called  upon,  by  the  party  princi- 
pally interclted  in  any  poflible  proceeding  that  could  be  infti- 

tuted, 
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tuted,  in  a  manner  highly  honourable  f"  fiat  Gentleman,  but 
in  a  maimer  which  rendered  it  impoflible  '^ik  him  not  to  do  his 
duty;  though  he  could  not  fufficiently  lament,  that  through  a 
devolution,  occafioned  by  the  natural  death  of  fom^,  the  politi- 
cal death  of  others,  and  in  fome  inPcances  a  death  to  virtue  and 
to  principle,  he  flood  alone  to  refuoie  the  dignity  of  the  Houfe 
from  degradation,  to  enforce  its  intention,  and  to  give  vigour 
and  effed:  to  a  fentence  pailed  four  years  ago.  Mr.  Burke 
cautioned  the  Houfe,  however,  againft  confidering  him  other- 
wife  than  as  their  agent :  the  Houfe  had  four  yejlrs  ago  accufcd 
and  charged  Mr.  Haftings,  he  therefore  flood  u-p  in  a  fubordi- 
nate  capacity,  to  endeavour  to  do  what  the  Houfe  clearly  meant 
fliould  have  been  done  ;  and  perhaps  it  would  have  been  better 
had  it  been  done  earlier.  The  Houfe  owed  proteilion  to  all 
who  afled  in  its  name,  and  under  fandion  of  its  authority ;  by 
prote6tion,  he  meant  that  fair  and  honourable  interpretation  of 
conduct,  which  every  man,  who  meant  to  a6l  uprightly,  was 
entitled  to.  In  order  to  give  the  Houfe,  and  efpecially  thofe 
who  were  newly  become  Members  of  it,  a  proper  notion  of  all 
that  had  been  done  by  that  Houfe  refpe(fting  India,  it  would  be 
necefTary  for  him  to  go  back  a  few  years,  and  ftate  regularly 
what  proceedings  had  been  had  refpefting  it;  but  this  he  would 
endeavour  to  do  in  as  compendious  a  way  as  pofiible,  being  de- 
firous  of  taking  up  no  more  of  their  time  than  he  could  avoid. 
In  the  year  1764,  or  thereabouts,  tlie  Eaft-India  Company  fent 
out  Lord  Clive  to  eftabliih  certain  principles  of  Government  iri 
India,  which  were  at  that  time  held  to  be  the  wifeft  policy  to 
be  purfued,  in  refpedt  to  the  Britifti  poffefTions  in  that  quarter  of 
the  world.  HisLordfliip  was  eminently  fuccefsful,  and  a  mod 
immenfe  extent  of  territory  fell  of  a  fudden  into  the  Company's 
hands,  in  a  manner  fo  aflonifhing,  that  it  was  as  much  .matter 
of  furprize,  as  the  acquifition  was  wonderfully  great  in  point  of 
value.  From  that  aera,  wealth  did  what  it  generally  does,  it 
opened  a  door  to  corruption.  Abufe  crept  in  upon  abufe,  till 
all  India  became  one  continued  fcene  of  peculation,  rapine, 
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fraud,  irijuftlce,  and  difgrace.  The  national  honour  was  ful- 
lied,  and  the  Britiih  name  funk  greatly  in  the  eftimation  of  the 
native  Princes  of  the  Eaft,  and  indeed,  in  the  eftimation  of  all 
Europe.  On  Lord  Clivc's  return,  it  was  neceflary  that  fomc 
perfon  fiioulu  be  appointed  Prefiuent  of  the  Council  at  Calcutta, 
and  be  put  at  the  head  of  the  Government  of  Bengal,  who  had 
been  bred,  as  it  were,  in  thofe  principles  Lord  Clive  had  laid 
down  as  the  befl  principles  of  Government  for  the  Britifti  pof- 
feffions  in  India  i  and  therefore  it  had -teen  thought  advifeable 
to  take  Mr.  Warren  Haftings  from  a  Government  in  the  other 
part  of  India,  (Madras,)  and  put  him  at  the  head  of  the  Bengal 
Government.  Thus  matters  went  on,  till  that  Houfe  found  it 
neceflary  to  turn  its  attention  to  the  afl^airs  of  India,  and  to  en- 
quire into  their  fituation.  Various  Committees  had  from  time 
to  time  been  appointed,  and  different  proceedings  had  upon  the 
ground  of  their  reports.  At  length,  in  an  unfortunate  moment, 
the  American  war  broke  out;  and  in  the  midft  of  that  mad  and 
mifchievous  conteft,  the  affairs  of  India  kept  their  hold  on  the 
minds  of  that  Houfe  :  in  the  year  1781,  the  Houfe  thought  it 
right  to  inftitute  two  feparate  and  diftintSl  Committees,  a  Secret 
and  a  Sele6l  Committee  ;  at  the  head  of  the  former  was  placed 
a  Right  Honourable  and  learned  Gentleman,  who  then  fat  op- 
pofite  to  him,  and  who  had  fuggefted  the  ftring  of  Refolutions 
from  which  he  had  felecEled  that  refpecfling  Warren  Haftings, 
Efq;  and  Mr.  Hornby;  a  Refolution  (o  pointed,  and  fo  direkSfly 
accufing  thofe  Gentlemen  of  negle»Sl  of  duty,  and  with  having 
acled  improperly  in  their  high  official  fituations,  that,  perhaps, 
the  Houfe  would  wonder  that  a  Gentleman,  whofe  mind,  after 
long  and  laborious  inveftigation  of  the  fadts,  was  fatisfied  that 
fo  ftrong  a  Refolution  was  founded,  lliould  have  contented  him- 
felf  with  having  perfuaded  the  Houfe  to  adopt  the  Refolution, 
vote  it,  and  thus  make  it  their  own.  The  other  (the  Select 
Committee)  had  been  moved  for  by  General  Smith,  (now  no 
longer  a  Member  of  that  Houfe,)  and  the  Motion  had  been 
feconded  by  an  Hon.  Gentleman,  at  this  time  Secretary  to  the 
Vol.  I.  L  Board 
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Board  of  Controul.  Mr.  Burke  hinted,  that  it  would  have  be- 
come that  Hon.  Gentleman  to  have  been  the  perfon  to  have 
taken  the  bufmefs  up,  which  he  was  about  to  bring  under  con- 
fideration.  On  that  Committee,  (the  Select,)  Mr.  Burke  faid, 
he  had  been  an  unworthy  Member  ;  and  he  could  anfwer  for  it, 
that  however  deficient  in  point  of  ability  the  Committee  in  ge- 
neral might  be,  the  Members  of  it  were  exceeded  by  none  for 
their  zeal,  their  affiduity,  and  their  labour.  The  two  Com- 
mittees had  both  applied  with  lb  much  conftancy,  and  with  fuch 
unremitting  attention  to  the  fubiefts  fubmitted  to  their  invefti- 
gation,  tfiat  they  had  produced  a  larger  body  of  evidence,  and 
laid  a  more  volujninous  pile  of  Reports  on  the  table,  full  of  im- 
portant and  interefling  information,  than  had  ever  been  pro- 
duced by  any  feven  Committees  before  inftituted.  And  yet  a 
Noble  Lord,  high  in  office,  of  great  weight  and  authority,  and 
at  that  time  keeper  oi  the  King's  confciencc,  had  thought  pro- 
per, in  another  Houfe,  to  treat  thofe  Reports  as  idle  fables.  Such 
as  the  Reports  were,  however,  it  v/as  upon  the  authority  of  the 
charges  made  againft  Warren  Ballings,  Efq;  in  thofe  Reports, 
as  well  as  upon  the  authority  of  the  firing  of  Refolutions  that 
Hood  upon  the  Journals  of  May  28,  1782,  that  he  refted  his  ac- 
cufation 'of  that  Gentleman  as  a  delinquent  of  the  firft  magni- 
tude :  when  he  urged  that  accufation,  he  did  no  more  than  the 
Houfe  had  thought  proper  to  admit,  and  to  declare.  That  the 
Houfe  had  not  proceeded  v/antonly,  rafhly,  or  ill-advifedly  ia 
their  inveftigation  of  die  affairs  of  India  ;  and  that  their  labours 
did  not  pafs  unregarded,  Mr.  Burke  faid,  was  evident  from  the 
honourable  manner  in  which  the  fubjedt  had  been  recommended- 
to  their  attention,  in  a  fpeech  from  the  Throne  at  the  clofe  of 
the  Seffion  of  1782  ;  and.likewife,  from  the  gracious  expreflions 
in  which  his  Majerty  had  treated  of  their  progrefs  at  the  open- 
ing of  the  next  Scffion.  Mr.  Burke  read  extracts  from  both  the 
King's  Speeches  in  queftion,  and  dwelt  for  a  confidcrable  time 
on  the- weight  of  fuch  fandlion,  and  the  inference  to  be  drawni 
from  fuch  encouragement.     After  going  through  an  abundant 
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feries  of  argument,  and  touching  upon  an  infinite  variety  of  re- 
lative matters,  he  proceeded  to  explain  the  fort  of  procefs  that 
he  meant  to  purfue  in  refpe6l  to  Mr.  Haftings,  againft  whom  he 
had  been  fo  warmly  urged  and  challenged  to  proceed,  and  a- 
gainft  whom  he  certainly  fhould  proceed,  if  the  papers  that  he 
meant  to  move  for  fhould  be  granted  him.  There  were,  he 
obferved,  three  feveral  modes  of  proceedings  againft  State  de- 
linqiients,  that  the  Houfe  had,  at  different  time?,  and  as  the 
nature  of  the  cafe  might  feem  to  require,  adopted:  the  firft  of 
thefe  was,  by  directing  his  Majefty's  Attorney-General  to  pro- 
fecutej  but  this  mode  of  proceeding  he  did  not  think  it  advife- 
able  to  adopt,  on  the  prefent  occafion,  becaufe  he  had  never  re- 
marked that  the  learned  Gentleman,  at  prefent  in  that  high  Law 
Office,  (for  whofe  chara6ler,  ability,  and  knowledge  no  man 
entertained  a  more  profound  refpect  than  he  did,)  but  he  had 
never  remarked  that  the  learned  Gentleman  ever  difcovered  any 
fymptoms  of  extraordinary  zeal  towards  the  caufe  in  queftion, 
nor  appeared  willing  to  lend  the  whole  weight  of  his  abilities 
towards  it;  and  unlefs  both  thofe  effentials  were  to  be  depended 
on,  there  could  be  but  fmall,  indeed  fcarcely  hopes  of  any  fuc- 
cefs.  Befides,  he  did  not  think  a  trial  by  Jury  the  beft  fort  of 
trial  for  criminals  of  the  fize  and  enormity  of  the  offender ;  nor 
was  he  of  opinion  that  the  Court  of  King's-Bench  was  a  fit 
Court  to  decide  it  in,  amidft  a  cloud  of  caufes  of  ?neii?n  and 
tuwn,  aflault  and  battery,  converfion  and  trover,  trefpafs  and 
burglary,  &c.  &c.  all  of  which  its  magnitude  would  overwhelm. 
For  thefe  reafons,  he  fhould  not  think  of  a  profecution  by  the 
Attorney-General.  Another  mode  of  profecution  that  the 
Houfe  had  occafionally  adopted,  had  been  by  introducing  a 
Bill  of  Pains  and  Penalties,  and  proceeding  to  hear  and  ad- 
duce evidence  ;  but  this  mode  appeared  to  him  to  be  pregnant 
with  hardftiip  and  injuftice  with  regard  to  the  party  profecuted, 
and  was  not,  at  the  fame  time,  a  very  becoming  thing  for  the 
Houfe,  who  fliifted  their  charailers  backwards  and  forwards, 
and  vvore  one  day  an  accufer's  gown,  which  they  exchanged  the, 
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next  for  a  Judge's  robe.  In  regard  to  the  culprit,  it  certainly 
was  hard  and  unjull  to  make  him  anticipate  his  defence,  by 
coming  to  their  Bar  with  his  Counfel,  and  ftating  in  the  face  of 
his  accufers,  and  alfo  in  the  face  of  his  Judges,  for  they  were  one 
and  the  fame  perfons,  that  which  he  was  to  rely  on  as  the  proof 
oi  his  innocence,  when  he  was  called  upon  for  his  defence  in 
another  place,  where  the  proceeding  would  be  more  conform- 
able to  the  regular  pradice  of  judicial  trials,  inafmuch  as  the 
evidence  muft  be  delivered  on  oath.  A  Bill  of  Pains  and  Penal- 
ties, therefore,  he  fhould  not  think  of;  but  fliould  have  recourfe 
to  the  third  mode  of  profecution,  which  was  both  ancient  and 
conftitutional,  viz.  the  proceeding  by  Bill  of  Impeachment :  but 
even  in  adopting  that  mode,  he  {hould  not  propofe  the  ufual 
pradlice  of  moving  an  immediate  Bill  of  Impeachment,  and  then 
going  into  a  Committee  to  find  the  articles  to  reft  it  on,  be- 
caufe  that  was  a  hafty  way  of  proceeding,  and  betrayed  a  fort  of 
paflion  and  heat  in  their  minds  unbecoming  the  Houfe.  What 
he  meant  to  propofe  would  be,  to  move  for  papers,  from  which 
he  would  extra(5l  the  articles,  and  when  what  he  fhould  draw 
out  of  them,  as  the  matters  in  charge  fhould  appear  to  the  Houfe 
to  be,  what  he  believed  they  would  be  found, — charges  of  a 
black  and  criminal  dye,  he  fhould  then  proceed  to  the  Impeach- 
ment at  the  Bar  of  the  Houfe  of  Lords.  This  mode  would  be 
grave  and  folemn  ;  it  would  become  the  Commons  of  England, 
and  vi^ould  anfwer  all  the  ends  of  juftice.  Mr.  Burke  having 
perfpicuoufly  ftated  thefe  fails,  went  into  a  feries  of  reflexions 
on  the  nature  of  the  office  he  had  undertaken,  and  the  neceffity 
for  the  Houfe's  proceeding  with  caution  and  fobriety.  Every 
accufer  was,  he  faid,  himfelf  under  accufation  at  the  very  time 
ho  accufed  anotlier ;  it  behoved  him  to  adl  upon  fure  grounds, 
and  therefore  he  had  chofen  the  line  of  condu<5l  that  he  had  ex- 
plained, as  that  which  might  be  followed  with  the  leaft  danger 
of  error  or  juftice.  He  urged  the  unavoidable  neceffity  of 
making  the  enquiry  perfonal.  He  was  aware  that  the  people  in 
India  would  be  better  pleafed,  if  the  refult  of  the  proceedings  in 
6  that 
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that  Houfe  was  to  find  that  peculation  exifted,  but  to  difcover 
no  peculator ;  that  there  was  grofs  corruption,  but  no  perfon  to 
corrupt  or  to  be  corrupted ;  that  vice  bore  all  before  it,  but  not 
one  foul  was  vicious  :  in  fliort,  in  imitation  of  a  Coroner's  ver- 
di(3-,  to  find  that  though  murder  was  committed,  but  by  perfons 
unknown.  In  order  to  trace  peculation  to  the  peculator,  cor- 
ruption to  its  fource,  and  vice  to  the  vicious,  had  been  the  aim 
of  the  refearches  of  the  various  Committees  that  had  been  infti- 
tuted  at  different  times  by  the  Houfe  ;  as  well  that,  at  the  he:  d 
of  which  that  worthy  charadter,  Mr.  Gregory,  fat  for  three 
years  incefTantly,  as  the  two  more  recent  Committees,  which  he 
had  mentioned ;  and  the  refult  was,  they  found  that  Govern- 
ment in  India  could  not  h^foidy  and  the  head  of  Government 
pure.  What  was  the  confequence  ?  A  Refolution  of  that  Houfe 
almoft  four  years  ago,  that  Warren  Haflings,  Efq;  had  in  fun- 
dry  inftances  adled  in  a  manner  repugnant  to  the  honour  and 
policy  of  the  nation.  Mr.  Burke  added  an  infinite  variety  of 
pertinent  and  pointed  remarks  and  obfervations,  and  at  length 
fat  down  with  moving, 

*'  That  copies  of  all  correfpondence,  fince  the  month  of  Ja- 
nuary 1782,  between  Warren  Haflings,  Efq;  late  Governor- 
General  of  Bengal,  and  the  Court  of  Dirci^tors,  as  well  before, 
as  fince  the  return  of  the  faid  Governor-General,  relative  to 
prefents,  and  other  money,  particularly  received  by  the  faid.Go* 
vernor-General,  be  laid  before  this  Houfe." 

Mr.  Wyndham  feconded  the  Aiotion,  Mr.  Wynd- 

Alderman  Le Mefurier  roie,  to  complain,  that  the  Hon.  Gen-  Mi. LeMe- 
tleman  had  not  ftated  to  the  Houfe  all  the  papers  that  he  meant  '"^""' 
to  call  for  §  neither  had  he  opened  to  the  Houfe  the  points  to 
which  thofe  papers  were  meant  to  be  applied.  This,  the  Al- 
derman faid,  he  believed  was  always  cuftomary  •,  and  indeed, 
common  fenfe  required  that  it  Ihould  be  fo,  as  the  Houfe  would 
otherwife  be  drawn  on  ftep  by  flep,  till  they  had  gone  fo  far 
that  they  would  not  know  how  to  recede:  in  like  manner  as 
they  had  heard  the  preceding  day  of  men  being  deluded  by  a 
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feries  of  logical  deductions,  till  they  were  drawn  on  to  a  refult 
which  their  underftandings  denied.     He  faid,  the  Refolutions, 
he  underftood,  had  palled  in  a  very  thin  Houfe  ;  they  ought  not, 
therefore,  to  be   made  the  ground  of  fo  ferious  a  proceeding : 
he  declared  Mr.  Haftings  had  proved  himfelf  a  meritorious  fer- 
vant  of  the  Company,  and  that,  in  giving  him  that  character, 
he  fpoke  impartially,  as  he  was  a  perfe£l  flranger  to  Mr.  Raft- 
ings, and  did  not  even  know  his  perfon ;  but  from  all  that  he 
had  feen  of  the  records  of  the  Company  during  the  laft  two 
years,  for  v.hich  period  he  had  been  in  the  diretStion,  he  fovv  no 
reafon  whatever  to  fuppofe  Mr.   Haftings  the  delinquent  the 
Hon.  Gentleman  had  thought  proper  to  defcribe  him. — He  took 
notice  of  what  Mr.  Burke  had  thrown  out  relative  to  trial  by 
jury,  and  faid,  after  fo  public  an  avowal  from  that  fide  of  the 
Houfe  of  an  opinion  againft  trials  by  jury,  he  hoped,  whenever 
the  new  Court  of  Judicature,  inftituted  under  authority  of  the 
Eaft-India  Bill,  came  again  under  difcufllon,  they  fliould  not 
hear  the  Gentlemen  on  the  other  fide  expreffing  their  difappro- 
bation  of  it  in  fuch  vehement  terms  as  they  had  been  wont  to  do. 
Before  he  fat  down,  the  Alderman  repeated  his  wifli,  that  the 
Hon.  Gentleman  would  have  the  fairnefs  to  ftate  to  the  Houfe 
the  whole  of  the  papers  he  meant  to  move,  before  the  fenfe  of 
the  Houfe  was  taken  on  the  prefent  queftion. 
Mr.  Dun-        Mr.  Dundas  rofe  and  faid,  that  in  confequence  of  many  things 
evidently  pointed  at  him  in  the  courfe  of  the  Right  Hon.  Gen- 
tleman's fpeech,  he  began  at  one  time  to  imagine  that  he  was 
himfelf  the  criminal  whom  the  Right  Hon.  Gentleman  meant 
to  impeach  ;  he  was  glad,  however,  on  that  occafion,  and  he 
fliould  ever  be  happy,  if  Gentlemen,  when  they  meant  to  fay 
any  thing  that  bore  allufion  to  his  condudl,  would  fay  it  in  that 
Houfe  when  he  was  prefent,  and  when  he  was  enabled  by  that 
means  to  anfwer  it,  and  to  make  that  fort  of  reply  that  the  accu  - 
ration  might  appear  to  merit.     He  never  was,  nor  never  fhould 
be  afhamed  to  meet  all  who  had  any  thing  to  fay  againft  him, 
face  to  face ;  and  he  rather  wiOied  that  they  would  a6l  in  that 
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manly  way,  2nd  not  attack  him  in  anonymous  libels,  and  delu- 
five  pamphlets,  crammed  with  falfe  and  illiberal  charges,  brought 
againft  him  behind  his  back,  and  circulated  with  induftry  through 
every  corner  of  the  kingdom.     From  many  parts  of  the  Right 
Hon.  Gentleman's  fpeech  it  appeared,  that  the  Right  Hon.  Gen- 
tleman had  been  of  opinion,  which  he  had  freely  communicated 
to  the  Houfe,  that  he  ought  to  have  been  the  perfon  who  (hculd 
have  taken  upon  him  the  office  of  accufcr  of  Mr.  Haftings. 
Why  the  Right  Hon,  Gentleman  ihould  have  chofen  for  one 
moment  to  entertain  fuch  an  opinion,  or  upon  what  ground  it 
was  that  he  had  formed  it,  he  was  utterly  at  a  lofs  to  imagine, 
becaufe  at  no  one  period  of  his  life-time  had  he  ever  faid,  or 
ever  dropped  a  hint  that  he  meant  to  be  the  accufer  of  Mr. 
Haftings;  on  the  contrary,  he  had  again  and  again  declared, 
that  he  had  no  fuch  intention ;  and  he  appealed  to  thofe  who  had 
fet  with  him  on  the  Secret  Committee,  two  of  whom  he  favv 
oppofite  to  him,  (Col.  North  and  Mr.  Ellis,)    whether  'he  had 
even  hinted  at  fuch  an  idea  ?  He  had  undoubtedly  been  the  per- 
fon to  fuggeft  the  ftring  of  Refolutions  that  appeared  upon  their 
Journals,  and  he  had  not  the  fmalleft  fcruple  to  admit,  that  the 
fame  fentiments  that  he  had  entertained  refpeding  Mr.  Haftings, 
at  the  time  of  propofing  thofe  Refolutions,  he  entertained  re^ 
fpedling  him  at  that  moment :  but  were  thofe  fentiments  that 
went  any  thing  like  fo  far  as  to  fuppofe  Mr.  Haftings,  or  any 
part  of  his  condu<5l,  fuch  as  made  him  a  fit  objeiSl  for  a  criminal 
profecution  ?    No  fuch  thing ;  what  did  the  Refolution,  upon 
which  the  Right  Hon.  Gentleman  had  laid  fo  much  ftrefs,  go 
to  ?  To  nothing  more  than  the  recall  of  Mr.  Haftings  ;  a  mat- 
ter which  he  at  the  time  thought  expedient,  and  had  recom- 
mended it  to  the  Houfe  as  a  matter  of  expediency  merely,  which 
Gentlemen  who  were  prefent  muft  well  remember.     Mr.  Dun- 
das  faid,  he  had  not  the  fmalleft  objection  to  go  over  all  the 
matter  that  had  been  gone  through  at  the  time,  and  to  ftate  to 
the  Houfe  upon  what  ground  it  was,  that  he  had  thought  it  ad- 
vifeable  to  recall  Mr.  Haftings  in  1782.     Having  fai'd  this,  hs 

L  4  took 


m 


I5a  PARLIAMENTARY        [Feb.  17. 

a  fummary  retiofpedlve  view  of  the  condu(St  of  Mr.  Haftings 
previous  to  1782,  laying  particular  ftrefs  upon  the  Rohilla  war, 
the  breach  of  the  treaty  of  Poorunda,  and  the  great  and  expen- 
five  eftablifhments  that  Mr.  Haftings  had  made  in  India,     The 
tu'o  latter  he  fele£ted  as  matters,  in  refpe<5l  to  which  he  had 
thought  the  conduit  of  Mr.  Haftings  highly  culpable  at  the 
time,  and  he  thought  fo  ftill ;  but  at  the  fame  time,  he  did  not 
think  Mr.  Haftings  had  done  any  thing  criminal.     He  faid,  he 
had  examined  his  conduct  minutely;  and  he  always  found,  that 
when  there  was  any  improper  conduct  obfervable  in  Mr.  Haft- 
ings, every  poftibility  of  annexing  a  criminal  intention  to  it 
eluded  his  grafp,  and  there  was  always  fome  letter  of  the  Court 
of  Directors,  or  fome  ftrong  reafon  to  juftify  Mr.  Haftings  at 
bottom.     With  regard  to  the  expenftve  cftabliftiments  in  India, 
he  would  read  a  letter  written  home  by  Mr.  Haftings  in  1782, 
on  that  fubjeft.     In  the  letter  Mr.  Haftings  complained  of  the 
iltuation  he  was  in,  in  confequence  of  fo  many  writers  being 
fent  oi4t  to  him,  declaring,  that  he  bad  at  that  time  two  hundred 
and  fifty  young  men,  the  younger  fous  of  the  firft  families  in 
Great-Britain,  all  gaping  for  lacks,  and  fcrambling  for  patron- 
ijge,  in  the  hopes  of  getting  fortunes  foon  enough  to  return 
in  the  prime  of  life,  and  fpcnd  the  remainder  of  their  days  in 
their  native  country,     This  remonftrance,  A4r,  Dundas  faid, 
\vas  received  in  England  in  the  beginning  of  the  year  1783,  and 
■what  was  the  attention  paid  to  it  i*  Why  in  that  j^z^r^  year,  when 
Sir  Henry  Fletcher  fat  ^t  the  head  of  the  Board  of  Directors,  fo 
far  from  a  reftraining  hand  being  held  over  the  increafe  of  the 
eftabli&ments  in  India,  no  lefs  than  thirty-ftx  writers  had  been 
fent  out!  Mr.  Dundas  dwelt  on  this  for  fome  time,  and  faid, 
he  had  not  the  lift  of  the  writers  about  him,  but  it  was  pretty 
obvious  from  what  fipp  they  came.     He  took  notice  that  Mr.  ■ 
Burke,  in  his  fpeech,  had  confidered  that  part  of  the  letter  as 
cflcntial,  fis  he  had  marked  a  part  of  the  letter  he  had  juft  read 
by  an  alteration  in  the  printing.     Mr.  Burke's  hand,  he  faid, 
^y4s  pretty  vifible  in  fome  of  the  difpatches  of  the  Court  of  Dir 
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reftors  of  that  period,  from  the  ftyle  in  which  they  were  writ- 
ten. To  return  to  Mr.  Haftings,  Mr.  Dundas  faid,  he  had* 
fince  1782,  done  eflential  fervices  to  the  Company,  and  had  re- 
ceived the  thanks  of  the  Court  of  Directors  ;  not  that  he  meant 
to  (belter  himfelf  under  their  Adinute  :  had  he  been  a  Diredlor, 
moft  undoubtedly  he  fhould  have  figned  the  Minute  of  Thanks, 
being  thoroughly  convinced  Mr.  Haftings  merited  them.  He 
laid  great  great  ftrefs  on  the  different  conduct  of  that  Gentle-- 
man,  declaring,  that  although  he  thought  it  expedient  to  have 
recalled  him  in  1782,  on  account  of  the  breach  of  the  treaty  of 
Poorunda,  and  on  account  of  the  extremely  expenfive  efta- 
blilhments  introduced  by  him  in  India,  he  was  glad  that  Refo- 
lution  had  not  been  carried  into  efFe6t ;  becaufe,  if  it  had,  he 
fliould  have  been  the  means  of  depriving  the  Company  of  a  moft: 
valuable  and  ufeful  fervant,  and  the  public  of  a  Governor-Ge- 
neral of  India,  remarkable  for  uncommon  ardour,  abilities,  and 
capacity.— Mr.  Dundas  faid,  he  had  not  the  fmalleft  objedlion 
to  the  Motion,  nor  would  he  have  troubled  the  Houfe  at  all,  had 
not  fo  much  been  faid  perfonally  to  himfelf,  that  the  Houfe,  he 
was  perfuaded,  muft  have  felt  that  it  was  due  to  them,  that  he 
fhould  rife  and  give  fome  explanation  on  the  points  to  which 
the  Right  Hon.  Gentleman  had  direifled  his  allufions. — Mr. 
Dundas,  after  having  very  fully  ftated  that  the  thanks  of  the 
Diredlors  were  drawn  up  by  them,  and  that  the  Board  of  Con- 
troul  could  not  alter  their  Minutes,  avowed,  in  the  moft  explicit 
and  manly  manner,  that  he  did  not  wifti  to  fhelter  himfelf  under 
this  relation  of  a  faft,  but,  had  he  been  a  Dire£lor,  he  would  have 
figned  them  with  the  utmoft  pleafure ;  that  he  fully  approved 
of  them,  and  thought  Mr.  Haftings,  for  his  great  and  merito- 
rious fervices,  in  furnifhing  the  fupplies  for  the  extenfive  war  in 
which  we  were  engaged,  for  breaking  the  alarming  confederacy 
that  had  been  formed  againft  us,  and  for  concluding  the  Ma- 
ratta  peace,  defcrved  the  warmeft  thanks  of  every  man  in  this 
country. 

Mr, 
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Mr.  Fox.  Mr.  C.  TV.  Batighton  Rous^aniMx.  'Fox  both  rofe  together, 
but  the  latter  obtained  the  hearing.  Mr.  Fox  faid,  he  had  not 
the  fmallefl:  idea  of  having  any  occafion  to  have  rifen  in  that 
debate,  nor  v/ould  he  have  interrupted  the  Hon.  Gentlemaii 
who  vi'as  on  his  legs  at  the  fame  time  that  he  rofe,  had  not  fome- 
thing  fallen  from  the  Hon.  and  learned  Gentleman  who  fpoke 
bft,  that  was  impoilible  for  him  to  remain. a  moment  filent 
under.  The  only  way  in  which  he  could  meet  the  matter,  was 
to  oppofe  aflertion  to  aflertion  ;  and  to  declare,  upon  the  word 
and  honour  of  a  Gentleman,  that  if  in  talking  of  the  thirty- 
fix  writers  that  had  been  fent  fent  out  in  1783,  when  Sir  Henry 
Fletcher  fat  at  the  head  of  the  Board  of  Eaft-India  Directors, 
and  when  he  had  himfelf  t^ie  honour  to  be  in  adminiftration, 
the  Hon.  and  learned  Gentleman  meant  to  infinuate,  that  he 
had  been  concerned  in  fending  out  any,  he  was' completely  and 
perfectly  miflaken.  In  the  whole  courfe  of  his  life  he  never 
had  fent  out,  or  rather  procured  to  be  fent  outto  India,  but 
cne  frngle  writer,  and  that  was  at  the  time  that  the  Earl  of 
fhelburne,  now  Marquis  of  Lanfdovi'n,  was  at  the  head  of 
his  MajePcy's  Councils.  That,  upon  his  word  of  honour 
tnoft  folemnly  pledged  to  the  Houfe,  had  been  the  only  writer 
he  had  ever  procured  a  recommendation  for,  and  fucceeded  in* 
Indeed,  if  the  Houfe  would  recolleiSl;  a  little,  it  was  not  very 
likely  that  the  adrniniflration  in  which  he  had  the  honour  to  be, 
ifeould  ftand  remarkably  well  with  the  Board  of  Directors,  as 
it  was  well  known  Vv^hat  their  intentions  were  at  the  time,  v/ith 
^  view  to  effect  a  reform  of  the  Company.  Mr.  Fox  faid,  he 
thought  it  right  to  fay  thus  much  in  confequence  of  the  infi- 
nuation,  and  the  manner  in  which  the  infinuation  of  the 
Hon,  and  learned  Gentleman  had  been  conveyed  to  the  Floufe. 
As  he  was  upon  his  legs,  he  would  fay  a  few  words  on  the  con- 
fiflency  of  the  Hon.  and  learned  Gentleman,  who,  when  hard 
driven  to  the  point,  and  obliged,  as  it  were,  to  defend  his  own 
condu£l,  had  done  that,  which  God  knew  the  Hon.  and  learn- 
ed Gentleman  could  do  at  all  times,  meet  his  opponent  face  to 
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face,  let  the  argument  bear  as  much  as  it  would  againft  him ; 
but  what  fort  of  defence  had  the  Hon.  and  learned  Gentleman 
made  ?  He  had  been  reduced  to  the  neceiHty  of  admitting, 
that  he  had  at  one  time  entertained  an  opinion,  that  Mr.  Hall:- 
ings  had  ailed  in  a  manner  highly  culpable  in  fome  points  ; 
nay,  he  had  added,  that  he  was  ftill  of  the  fame  opinion,  al- 
though, almoft  in  the  fame  breath,  certainly  in  the  fame  fpeeeh, 
he  had  declared,  he  entertained  a  high  opinion  of  Mr.  Haftings, 
and  had  praifed  his  conduct  as  warmlv  in  the  latter  part  of  his 
fpeeeh,  as  he  had  abufed  it  in  the  former  part.  And  what 
points  had  the  Hon.  and  learned  Gendeman  chofen  to  fele6l,  as 
the  points  in  which  he  confidered  Mr.  Haftings  as  having  been 
highly  culpable  ?  Merely  the  two  points  of  the  Rohilla  war, 
with  the  breach  of  the  treaty  of  Poorunda,  and  in  having  in- 
troduced expenfive  eftablifhments  in  India.  Good  God,  ex- 
claimed Mr.  Fox,  is  that  all  that  the  Hon.  and  learned  Gen- 
tleman thinks  Mr.  Haftings  was  culpable  in  I  Has  this  Houfe 
heard  nothing  of  Corah  and  Allyabad  ?  of  Cheit  Sing  ?  of  the 
Begums  ?  and  of  all  the  long  catalogue  of  crimes  committed 
in  India,  to  the  infinite  difturbance  of  the  peace  of  the  coun- 
try, to  the  mifery,  and  even  butchery  of  the  natives  j  to  the  de- 
ftruflion  of  all  confidence  in  Britifli  faith,  and  to  the  everlaft- 
ing  difgrace  of  the  Britifti  name  and  charader  in  Indoftan? 
Having  put  this  warmly,  Mr.  Fox  read  the  refolution  imrhedi- 
ately  preceding  that  in  which  the  Houfe  refolved  in  1782,  that 
Warren  Haftings,  Efq;  and  Mr.  Hornby  (hould  be  recalled  ; 
and  appealed  to  every  man  of  common  fenfe,  whether  that 
marked  and  ftrong  cenfure  did  not  go  immediately  to  Mr. 
Haftings  and  Governor  Hornby?  It  was  not,  he  faid,  in  lan- 
guage to  exprefs  difgrace  more  ftrongly,  than  that  which  de- 
clared the  delinquents  ought  to  receive  fome  mark  of  parlia- 
mentary difpleafure.  Mr.  Fox  compared  thefe  two  refolutions, 
and  the  obvious  conftrudion  of  both,  with  the  vote  of  recall 
that  had  palled  at  the  India  Houfe,  in  which  Warren  Haftings, 
Lfq;  was  permitted  to  refign  in  cgnfequence  of  his  long  and 
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meritorious  fervices.  He  afked,  how  this  mode  of  recall  was 
to  be  reconciled  to  the  refolution  that  ftigmatized  Mr.  Haftings; 
and  declared  it  to  be  the  opinion  of  the  Houfe,  that  he  deferved 
fome  mark  of  parliamentary  difpleafure  ?  He  dwelt  upon  it  for 
fome  time,  and  urged  it  as  a  contradi£lion  infulting  to  that 
Houfe,  and  inconfiftent  to  a  fhameful  degree.  He  obferved 
upon  Mr.  Dundas's  having  faid,  he  would  not  have  flieltered 
himfelf  under  a  minute  of  the  Board  of  Dirediors,  but  had  de- 
clared, had  he  been  a  Dire£tor,  he  would  have  figned  that  mi- 
nute likewife;  the  Hon.  and  learned  Gentleman,  therefore, 
who  had  himfelf  prevailed  upon  the  Houfe  of  Commons  to  re- 
folve  in  a  grave  and  phlegmatic  form,  but  in  ftrong  and  ener- 
getic phrafc,  that  Warren  Haftings,  Efq;  deferved  parliamenta- 
ry cenfure,  would  have  given  that  Gentleman  thanks  for  his 
]ong  and  meritorious  fervices  ;  what  egregious  inconfiftency ! 
For  the  word  long  in  tlx;  minute  of  recall,  undoubtedly  compre- 
hended the  whole  of  the  fervices  of  Mr.  Haftings,  as  well  thofe 
before  1782  as  thofe  fmce.  Mr.  Fox  defended  Mr.  Burke  from 
what  had  been  fuggefted  by  Mr.  Alderman  Le  Mefurier  in  re- 
fpe<5l  to  trial  by  jury,  and  faid,  the  worthy  Magiftrate  had  mif- 
underftood  his  Hon.  Friend,  who  had  not  exprefled  any  difap- 
probation  of  the  general  principles  of  trials  by  jury,  but  had 
merely  faid,  that  the  caufe  under  confideration  was  of  too  much 
magnitude  for  the  cognizance  of  the  Court  of  King's  Bench, 
and  had  propofcd  to  appeal  to  a  tribunal  and  a  form  of  trial  as 
ancient  as  the  conftitution  itfelf,  of  which  it  was  a  part.  Thus 
had  his  Hon.  Friend  evinced,  that  the  higheft  fpecies  of  of-^ 
fenders  might  be  brought  to  trial,  without  reforting  to  any  novel 
experiment  on  the  conftitution,  but  in  a  manner  conformable 
to  ufage,  and  before  an  ancient,  legal,  and  conftitutional  tri- 
bunal. This  Mr.  Fox  put  very  ftrongly,  urging  it  as  one 
powerful  proof,  that  the  new  Court  of  Judicature,  which  took 
away  the  birth-right  of  Britons,  made  that  evidence  that  was 
not  evidence  before,  and  obliged  criminals  to  accufe  and  to 
QDim^t  themfelves,  was  not  only  a  tribunal  unconftitutional  in 
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its  origin  and  its  principle,  and  tyrannous  and  opprefHve  in  its 
pra£lice,  but  altogether  fuperfluous  and  unneceflary.  Mr.  Fox 
fpoke  to  a  great  variety  of  other  points,  and  in  one  part  of  his 
fpeech  he  began  a  fentence  with  afferting,  that  the  Hon.  and 
learned  Gentleman  had  falfcly  faid — an  exprefSon  which  he 
changed  by  declaring,  that  when  he  ufed  the  phrafe  falfely  faid, 
he  meant  no  perfonal  offence  ;  he  meant  no  more  than  that  he 
had  given  a  falfe  impreflion,  at  leaft  an  impreffion  of  a  particu- 
lar point,  the  truth  of  which  his  mind  would  not  admit. 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  rofe  wiih  fome  warmth,  and  Mr.W.PItt, 
faid,  that  he  fhould  have  contented  himfelf  with  giving  a  filent 
aflent  to  the  motion,  had  it  not  been  for  the  language  that  had 
been  ufed  by  the  Right  Hon.  Gentleman  who  had  juft  fat  down. 
He  fhould,  however,  have  been  afhamed  of  his  own  feelings, 
could  he  have  fat  by  and  tamely  fuffered  fuch  infmuations  to  be 
made,  and  that  by  a  man  fo  circumftanced  as  the  Right  Hon. 
Gentleman,  without  exprefling  fome  part  of  that  indignation 
with  which  his  breaft  was  filled,  and  which  he  trufted  no  man 
of  generous  and  honourable  principles  could  avoid  fharing  with 
him.  What  had  been  the  charge  made  againfl  his  Right  Hon. 
and  learned  Friend  ?  A  charge  of  inconfiftency  in  now  bearing 
teftimony  to  the  merits  of  a  perfon,  whom,  on  a  former  occa- 
fion,  he  was  fuppofed  to  have  thought  an  obje<Sl  of  cenfure. 
And  by  whom  was  this  charge  made  ?  Let  the  Houfe  compare 
the  charge  and  the  perfon  from  whom  it  came,  and  judge  for 
him  whether  he  were  to  blame  in  fuffering  his  temper  to  be 
fomewhat  rufHed  by  fo  bare-faced  and  (hamelefs  a  condudl. — 
In  one  point  of  view,  indeed,  the  Right  Hon.  Gentleman  was 
correal  and  proper,  which  was,  that  having  firft  taken  it  for 
granted  that  his  Right  Hon.  Friend  had,  for  a  feries  of  years, 
continued  to  vent  the  moft  injurious  and  violent  charges,  to 
load  with  the  groffefl:  and  moft  extravagant  reproaches,  and  to 
threaten  with  the  fevereft  punifhmcnt,  a  certain  individual ; 
and  that  he  was  now  become  a  convert  in  his  opinion,  he  had 
taken  upon  himfelf,  from  his  own  recent  practice  and  experi- 
ence. 
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cnce,  to  di£tate  the  form  of  words  in  which  the  recantation  of 
his  friend  ought  to  be  made  :  [here  the  Oppofition  benches 
kept  up  a  loud  uproar  of  hear  him  !  hear  him  /]  But  his  Right 
Hon.  Friend  had  no  need  of  fuch  a  tutor  as  the  Right  HonI 
Gentleman.  He  was  far  from  being  guilty  of  fuch  an  egregi- 
ous inconftftency  as  the  Right  Hon.  Gentleman  had  charged 
him  with,  with  a  force  of  colouring  that  would  have  led  the 
Houfe,  had  they  not  too  well  known  the  perfon  it  came  from, 
to  believe,  that  his  heart  was  in  truth  capable  of  feeling  and 
abhorring  the  meannefs  and  unbecomingnefs  of  the  conduct  he 
had  imputed  to  his  Right  Hon.  Friend. 

The  Right  Hon.  Gentleman,  in  his  eagernefs  to  fix  this  im- 
putation on  his  Right  Hon.  Friend,  had  gone  fo  far  as  to  ufe 
the  moft  unjuftifiable  language,  no  lefs  than  a  dire£t  charge  of 
falfhood  J  which,  however,  finding  even  the  moft  violent  Mem- 
bers of  the  Houfe  apparently  (hocked  at,  he  had  apologized  for 
by  faying,  that  he  did  not  mean  to  apply  the  word  in  its  ufual 
and  ofFenfive  fenfe  ;  an  abufe  of  words  into  which  the  warmth 
of  the  Right  Hon.  Gentleman's  temper  often  betrayed  him. 
He  had  (till  infifted  upon  it,  that  his  Right  Hon.  Friend's  at- 
tempt to  prove,  that  thofe  Refolutions  that  had  been  read,  were 
fuch  a  pledo;e  of  his  difapprobation  of  Mr.  Haftings's  general 
condu61:,as  muft  ftamp  with  inconfiftency  any  fubfequent  appro- 
bation of  any  part.  He  fliould  not  take  upon  him  to  anfwer 
fuch  a  miferable  attem.pt  at  wit  as  the  Right  Hon.  Gentleman 
had  made,  when  he  talked  about  meeting  himy^^*?  to  face^  but 
whenever  he  found  any  appearance  of  argument  he  would  fairly 
meet  it.  The  Right  Hon.  Gentleman  had  relied  on  the  ac- 
quiefcence  which  his  Right  Flon.  Friend  had  acknowledged  to 
the  principle  of  the  vote  of  thanks  of  the  Directors,  as  a  proof 
of  his  having  changed  his  opinion  with  refpeft  to  thofe  parts 
of  Mr.  Haftings's  conduil  which  he  had  formerly  cenfured; 
but  there  was  nothing  more  neceflTary  but  juft  to  read  the  vote 
alluded  to,  to  prove  that  in  adopting  the  fpirit  and  tenor  of 
that  vote,  his  Right  Hon,  Friend  would  go  no  farther  than  to 
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thank  Mr.  Haftings  'for  certain  parts  of  his  fubfequent  condu£t, 
leaving  thofe  parts  that  had  been  the  objeils  of  complaint  to- 
tally untouched. 

The  vote  of  thanks  was  read  accordingly. 

He  was  by  no  means  furprized  to  find,  that  it  was  part  of 
the  Right  Hon.  Gentleman's  idea  of  eonfiftency,  that  where 
one  fault  could  be  found  in  any  perfon,  no  merit  ought  by 
any  means  to  be  admitted,  but  that  uniform  reproach  and  un- 
remitting cenfure  fhould  always  be  the  confequence  of  a  fingle 
difference  of  opinion.  The  Right  Flon.  Gentleman  had  no 
necefiity  of  coming  to  fo  full  an  explanation  of  his  fentiments 
on  that  head  ;  his  condu6l  had  already  made  them  fufficieritly 
public.  For  his  part,  he  fnould  not  meafure  his  opinions  by 
perfons,  but  by  principles,  which  was  true  eonfiftency;  for  al- 
ways to  oppofe,  or  always  to  agree  with  individuals,  except 
upon  principle,  was  the  worft  of  all  forts  of  inconfiftency :  it 
was,  however,  ,fuch  as  the  Right  Hon.  Gentleman  need  not 
have  taken  fo  much  pains  to  held  up  as  that  which  he  thought 
the  proper  line  of  conduct;  his  adions  had  already  fully  pub- 
iifhed  his  fentiments  on  that  head.  In  purfuance  of  that  doc- 
trine— to  abide  by  principles,  and  not  by  perfons,  in  forming  an 
opinion  of  men's  condudl:,  there  could  be  nothing  more  recon- 
cileable  than  the  propriety  of  condemning  the  party  on  one  fee 
of  principles,  and  of  acquitting,  nay,  of  applauding  him  on  ano- 
ther.    This  his  Right  Hon.  Friend  had  done  with  refpetSt  to 

Mr.  Haftings. When  he  viewed  him  in  certain  parts  of  his 

adminiftration,  embroiling  the  affairs  of  India  by  unneceiTary 
and  expcnfive  wars — exciting  the  diftruft  and  animofity  of  the 
native  Prince's  againft  this  country,  by  infracStion  of  treaties, 
and  the  extermination  of  a  whole  people,  no  doubt  but  he  muft 
have  highly  refented  and  difapprpved  of  fuch  conduct;  but 
again,  when  he  faw  him,  with  an  ability  almoft  unprecedented, 
reftoring  unexpe6ledly  peace  and  tranquillity,  re-eftablifhing  a 
confidential  intercourfe  with  the  neighbouring  powers,  and  re- 
deeming the  credit  of  the  Government,  he  would  a6l  highly 

jnconfiftent 
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Jnconfiftent  with  thofe  feelings  and  principles  that  had  formerly 
rouzed  his  indignation,  if  he  were  not,  on  fuchan  occafion,  to 
acknowledge  and  to  applaud  the  merit  that  had  produced  fuch 
good  effefls.  He  held  it  abfolutely  neceffary,  towards  juftice 
and  right,  to  examine  the  whole  of  the  public  condu£t  of  any 
fervant  of  the  people  to  give  him  due  credit  for  fuch  parts  as 
were  meritorious,  as  well  as  to  cenfure  him  for  fuch  as  were 
culpable  j  and,  for  his  own  part,  he  was  ready  to  avow,  that 
however  cenfurable  fome  part  of  Mr.  Haftings's  condutSl  might 
be  made  to  appear,  he  fhould  notwithftanding  confider  fuch  as 
were  praife-worthy  as  entitled  to  ftrong  approbation ;  nay,  as 
a  fufficient  ground  for  reward  and  thanks,  if  they  (hould  be 
found  upon  the  \yhole  to  predominate.  The  two  Right  Hon. 
Gentlemen  on  the  other  fide  had  laid  it  down,  that  his  Right 
Hon.  Friend  in  nioving  the  Refolutions  that  had  been  read,  had 
pledged  himfelf  to  inftitute  a  criminal  enquiry,  of  which  thofe 
Refolutions  were  to  be  the  foundation.  This  pofition  he  muft 
pofjtively  deny,  as  the  objeft  of  thofe  Refolutions  was  manifeft- 
ly  of  a  very  different  fcope  and  tendency,  and  fimply  went  to 
eftablifti  the  neceffity  of  Mr.  Haftings's  recall,  not  on  account 
of  mal-adminiftration,  but  becaufe,  having  loft  the  confidence 
of  certain  neighbouring  Princes,  he  would  be  unable,  as  it 
was  then  thought,  to  reduce  the  confufed  and  unfettled  ftate  of 
thofe  countries  to  order  and  regularity.  Were  it  to  be  admit- 
ted, according  to  the  idea  the  Right  Hon.  Gentleman  had 
feemed  to  fuggeft,  that  a  vote  for  the  purpofe  of  recalling  a 
Governor  on  motives  of  policy,  ought  neceffarily  to  be  con- 
fidered  as  a  ground  of  a  criminal  profecution, — fuch  a  do&ine 
would  be  produ6tive  of  the  moft  monftrous  confequences ;  for 
it  muft  either  reduce  Parliament  to  the  neceflity  of  hefitating  on 
fuch  a  ftep,  however  urgent  the  occafion  might  be,  until  afte^ 
a  full  examination  of  the  conduct  of  the  Governor,  or  it  muft 
lead  to  the  greateft  injuftice  and  oppreflion,  by  rendering  a  pro- 
fecution unavoidable  and  indifpenfable,  although  no  adequate 
enquiry  had  been  inftitutcd  to  determine  on  its  propriety.     At 

all 
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all  events,  there  could  be  nothing  more  demonflrable  than  this, 
that  at  the  palTing  of  thofe  Refolutior.s,  they  were  not  intended 
as  a  foundation  for  any  criminal  proceedings,  becaufe  they 
Contained  in  themfelves  the  whole  of  the  ohje£i:  for  which  they 
v.'eve  calculated  ;  namely,  that  it  appearing  necefTary  to  efta- 
blifh  a  confidence  with  the  Princes  of  India,  and  certain  Go- 
vernors in  India  having  loft  that  confidence,  it  was  advifeable — 

What? — to  punifli  ?     No  !  but  to  recall  thofe  Governors. 

Whether  the  conduil  by  which  the  confidence  of  the  native 
Princes  was  loft  had  been  occafioned  by  the  execution  of  orders 
from  home,  or  from  the  imprudence  of  the  Governors  them- 
felves, was  a  queftion  by  no  means  involved  in  the  propriety 
or  impropriety  cf  the  recall,  becaufe  to  be  the  agents  in  a  fyf- 
tern  of  which  the  people  of  India  difapprovcd,  would  as  effec- 
tually deftroy  the  confidence  of  thofe  people,  as  to  have  been 
the  original  devifers  of  it.  Therefore,  however  guilty  Pvir. 
Haftings  might  poiTibly  be,  the  Refolutions  now  referred  to, 
were  by  no  means  a  charge  againft  him  ;  becaufe,  whether  in- 
nocent or  guilty,  his  return  from  India  was  apparently  necef- 
fary  at  the  time,  and  thofe  Refolutions  only  went  to  poirit  out 
and  ftate  that  neceffitVi 

The  Right  Hon.  Gentleman  had  dwelt  on  the  extermination 
of  the  Rohillas  with  all  the  exaggerated  and  heightened  colour- 
ing, with  which  he  was  in  general  ufed  to  grace  his  argument  j 
there  was  no  perfon  who  had  heard  him  but  would  have  ima- 
gined, that  event  had  been  in  faiSi  attended  with  the  utmoft 
barbarity  that  could  pofTibly  be  conceived,  even  to  the  dc-ftroy- 
ing  the  lives  of  all  the  wretched  inhabitants  cf  the  country, 
without  diftinction  of  age,  fex,  or  condition;  and  he  had  alfo 
reprefented  it  as  a  fubje>5t,  on  which  his  Right  Flon.  Friend 
thought  fo  lig'nly  as  to  make  it  a  matter  of  fpeculation  and  en- 
quiry, whether  fuch  a  proceeding  put  in  the  t.ftimate  with  a 
fum  of  40  lacks  of  rupees  v/ere  juftifiable  or  not.  His  Ri^ht 
Hon.  Friend  had  entered  into  no  fuch  enquiry,  nor  had  he  fus"- 
gefted  any  fuch  doubt ;  he  had  barely  ftated  in  his  refolution. 

Vol.  I.  M  that 
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that  the  dcfolation  of  the  country  was  not  necefiary  towards  the 
recovering  the  money ;  nor  had  he  at  all  gone  into  a  confi- 
deration  of  the  meafure  itfelf,  with  refpeft  ehher  to  its  juftice 
or  humanity,  but  fimply  with  an  eye  to  its  efficacy  towards  the 
objecl  which  it  was  intended  to  promote.  Biit  this  was  not 
the  only  inflance  of  want  of  candour  in  the  Right  Hon.  Gen- 
tleman ;  for  he  was  by  no  means  juftified  in  reprcfentit^g  iri 
fuch  melancholy  language  the  extirpation  of  that  people ;  for 
it  was  not,  as  he  had  appeared  to  infmuate,  a  dcftroying  and 
cutting  off  the  lives  of  the  people,  but  merely  the  removing 
them  to  a  different  place.  He  fhould  not  be  furprized  to  hear 
himfclf  reprefented,  in  confequence  of  what  he  was  now  fay- 
ing, as  having  attempted  to  defcribc  the  forcing  a  people  from 
their  pbffeflions,  and  removing  them  to  a  diftance,  as  a  thing  of 
little  confequence,  and  not  liable  to  the  reproach  of  injuftice 
and  inhumanity:  but  he  had  feen  fo  much  of  that  unfair  and 
uncandid  manner  of  arguing,  that  he  had  learned  to  difregard 
and  defpife  it.  He  did  indeed  confider  fuch  an  extermination 
(though  far  fliort  of  letting  loofe  all  the  horrors  of  fire  and 
fvvord,  as  the  Right  Hon.  Gentleman  had  endeavoured  to  re- 
prefcnt  the  affair  of  the  RohillaS)  as  a  thing  of  fo  very  dreadful 
a  nature,  and  fo  repugnant  to  every  fentimertt  of  human  na- 
ture, that  nothing  could  poffibly  juftify  it,  except  the  ftrongeft 
motives  of  political  expediency,  fupported  by  incontrovertible 
and  evident  principles  of  juftice. 

The  Right  Hon.  Gentleman  who  had  opened  the  debate,  had 
alio  begun  by  an  attack  on  his  Right  Hon.  Friend,  for  not  hav- 
ing come  forward  upon  the  prefent  occafion,  as  the  profecutor 
of  Mr.  Haftings.— He  had  already  fhewn  why  it  was  not  his 
Right  Hon.  Friend's  duty  to  do  fo,  on  the  idea  of  his  having 
been  pledged  to  it  by  the  Refolutions  that  had  been  read. — --^ 
But  perhaps  the  Right  Hon.  Gentleman  imagined,  that  his 
Right  Hon.  Friend  would  have  been  the  moft  proper  pcrfon  to 
have  condu6led  the  bufincfs  of  the  profecution;  and  for  that 
rcafon,  independent  of  the  notion  of  his  having  been  com- 
mitted, 
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niitted,  as  had  been  attempted  to  be  {hewn,  wiflied  him  to  have 
taken  it  upon  himlelf.     He  mufl  confefs,  that  if  there  were 
any  real  guilt  to  be  inveftigatcd,  and  any  punifhment  to  be  in- 
flicted, he  joined  in  opinion  with  the  Right  Honourable  Gen- 
tleman, that  his  Right  Honourable  Friend,  would   indeed  be 
full  as  proper  a  perfon  to  take  the  lead,  and  full   as  likely  to 
accompiifti  all  the  pufpofes  of  public  jilftice,  as  thcfe  Gentle- 
men into  whofe  hands   the   profecution  had  fallen.      But  as 
another  Right  Honourable  Gentleman  had  faid^  that  there  wcrei 
bccafions,   when  the   bounds  and  eftablifhed  rules   of  juftice 
ought  to  be  overleaped,  and  a  pfofecution   conduced  rather 
by  violence  and  refentment,  than  by  the  dull  forms  of  ordinary 
proceeding ;  perhaps,  confidering  the  prefent  bufinefs   in  that 
point  of  view,  the  Gentlemen  that  had  taken  it  up,  were  the 
fitteft  people  to  be  entrufted  with  it. 

He  then  went  over  the  grounds  that  had  been  occupied  by 
Mr.  Dundas,  relative  to  the  breach  of  the  treaty  of  Poorunda, 
and  the  feizing  on  the  provinces  of  Corah  and  Allyabad  ;  and 
J)articularly  recalled  the  recolleilion  of  the  Houfe  to  this  cir- 
tuir.ftance,  that  fince  the  tranfactions  relative  to  thofe  pro- 
vinces, which  were  in  the  year  1772,  oif  1774,  an  A61  of  Par- 
liament had  been  pafTed,  altering  the  whole  fyftem  of  Eaft-India 
Government ;  and  inftead  of  a  Prefident  and  Council  of  Ben- 
gal, appointing  Mr.  Haftings,  by  name,  Governor-General 
of  the  whole  of  the  Settlements.  It  would  therefore  be  highly 
jhconfiftent  and  abfurd,  to  look  upon  him  now  in  the  light  of 
a  culprit,  for  any  meafures  taken  previous  to  his  nomination  to 
that  great  ftation,  which  in  itfelf  was  the  higheft  certificate  of 
the  approbation  of  Parliamentj 

The  papers  that  had  been  afked  for  v/ere  certainly  very  pro- 
per to  be  laid  before  the  Houfe^  let  the  mode  in  which  the  pro-  ^ 
fecution  fhould  be  condui3:ed  by  the  Right  Honourable  Gentle- 
man be  v/hat  it  might.  He  fhould^  for  the  prefent,  avoid  giving 
any  opinion  on  the  feveral  modes  of  trial  that  had  been  men- 
tioned J  but  as  the  Right  Honourable  Gentleman  had  appeared 

Ma  t» 
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to  determine  on  impeachment,  as  the  beft  calculated  to  anfwer 
the  end  propofed,  he  hoped  that  he  would,  as  early  as  paiTible, 
make  the  Houfe  acquainted  with  the  different  fleps  whicH  ht 
propofed  to  take,  and  be  as  explicit  as  poffible  in  the  nature 
and  extent  of  the  charges  intended  to  be  made. — He  was  happy 
to  feel  that  he  fhould  come  to  the  bijfinefs  with  the  moft  per- 
fect; impartiality  ;  and  if  the  guilt,  imputed  to  Mr.  Haftings, 
were  made  to  appear,  he  fliocld  think  him  by  all  means  a  per- 
fon  deferring  of  the  moft  exemplary  punifhme'nt.  Mr.  Pitt 
faid,  that  in.iill  the  various  converfations  and  debates  that  had 
taken  place  in  the  Houfe  relative  to  Mr.  HaftingS,  he  had  ne- 
ver been  properly  called  upon  to  give  his  opinion  of  the  cha- 
radler  of  Mr.  Flaftings.  The  man,  he  faid,  who  couM  deny 
that  Mr.  Haftings  pofleffed  great  and  brilliant  abilities,  that  he 
had  performed  great  and  important  fervices,  and  that  he  had 
preferved  the  BritiOi  Empire  in  India  to  Great-Britain,  muft 
be  the  moft  prejudiced  of  mankind.  But  he  alfo  declared,  that 
he  was  perfe(i\ly  ready  to  hear  every  thing  that  could  be  urged 
againft  Mr*  Haftings  5  that  he  was  free  from  every  improper 
bias,  and  would  be  perfectly  ready  to  determine  upon  the  evi- 
dence that  (hould  be  adduced  in  fup'port  of  whatever  charges 
were  brought  againft  him,  with  juftice  and  impartiality. 

Mr.  Fox.  Mr.  Fox  rofe  to  explain,  which  he  did,  by  ftating  that  the 

Minute,  he  had  all  along  been  arguing  upon,  was  the  Vote  of 
the  General  Court,  in  which  it  was  exprefl'ed,  that  Warren 
Haftings,  Efq;  fhould  be  permitted  to  return  home,  in  confe- 
quence  of  his  long  and  meritorious  fervices.  Mr.  Fox  fpoke  in 
explanation  of  fome  other  points,  in  which  the  Right  Honour^ 
able  Gentleman  had  either  conceived  or  mif-flated  his  argu- 
ment. 

Mr.Dundas.  ^'''^^'  Du7idas  afiurcd  Mr.  Fox,  he  had  alluded  to  the  Vote  of 
Th.anks  of  the  Court  of  Dirc6lors. 

Mr.  C.  w.       Mr.    C    jr.  Houghton  i2i?wj  rofe  to  anfwer  that  part   of  IVfr. 

t.Rous.  _g^jj-ice's  ipeech,  in  which  he  had  infmuated,  that  as  Mr.  R.  had 
originally  fecoiided  the  Motion  for  the  Sele6t  Committee,  it 

would 
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V/ould  have  become  him  to  have  brought  forward  the  bufinefs  of 
that  day.  Mr.  Rons  faid,  he  had  feconded  the  Motion  for  a 
Select  Committee,  and  been  a  Member  of  it,  as  its  firft  object 
had  been  to  enquire  into  the  ftate  of  the  Supreme  Judicature  ot 
Bengal.  That  he  fat  on  it  the  fecond  fcfEon,  but  that  they 
foon  loft  fight  of  their  object,  and  were  led  afide  to  the  confi- 
deration  of  fubjects  totally  foreign  from  its  original  aim  and 
purpofe.  On  the  third  ielHon  his  name  was  put  on  the  Com- 
mittee, without  a  word  of  previous  intimation  to  hini  while  he 
was  in  the  country,  down  in  Shropdiire,  and  that  he  did  not 
afterwards  attend  it.  How  therefore  he  fhould  be  fmgled  out 
to  move  an  Impeachment  of  Mr.  Haftings,  he  could  not  dif- 
cover  !  He  had  never  thought  Mr.  Haftings  a  criminal,  nor 
wifhed  him  to  be  fo  confidered.  Mr.  Rous  faid  a  few  words 
refpedting  the  fituatiqn,  he  had  at  prefent  the  honour  to  Jiold, 
of  Secretary  to  the  Board  of  Controul. 

Mr,  Francis  rofe  to  fpeak  to  one  or  two  fa£ts  that  happened  Mr.Francin. 
in  India.  Mr.  Francis  then  explained  the  affair  of  Corah  and 
Allyabad.  He  alfo  dated  the  cruelties  practifed  on  the  Rohil- 
las,  declaring  that  General  Clavering  and  he  had  received  their 
impreflions  of  the  barbarous  manner  in  which  the  war  was  car- 
ried on  againft  the  Rohillas  from  the  Britifli  Officer  who  head- 
ed the  troops.  Mr.  Francis  confined  his  fpeech,  which  was 
but  a  fhort  one,  merely  to  an  explanation  of  facts  that  had 
chiefly  come  within  his  own  knowledge,  while  in  Bengal, 

Mr.  Fanfittart  faid,  the  Rohilla  war  vyas  not  yet  underftood  Mr.  Van- 
properly  ;  that  in  fa(2:,  there  had  been  no  fuch  thing  as  the  ^.v- ''"■^'"'" 
tirpation  of  the  Rohillas  ;  the  word  extirpation  had  been  adopted 
by  mere  accident,  as  the  Englifii  of  a  word  in  Perfic,  of  which 
it  was  not  a  true  tranflation. 

Lord  North  rofe  to  ftate  a  few  fa£ts.     His  Lordfhip  gave  a  Lord  North. 
detail  of  the  firft  fending  over  Mr.  Haftings,  with  the  events 
that  followed,  till  he  had  the  honour  of  nominating  him  Go- 
vernor-General of  India  in  that  Houfe  in  1774.     The  Direc- 
tors removed  him  in  177&;  in  his  opinion  very  properly  j  but 
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i66  PARLIAMENTARY         [Feb.  17. 

at  a  Court  of  Proprietors,  the  Majority  overpowered  the  Court 
of  Dired^ors,  and  confirmed  Mr.  Haftings  in  his  government, 
His   Lordfhip  mentioned  a  perfon  (Mr.  Lauchlin  Macleane) 
having  been  over  in  town  frpm  India  ;  that  he  had  power  to 
make  Mr.  Haftings's  refignation  of  his  government.     When 
Mr.  Macleane  however  arrived  at  Calcutta,  Mr.  Haftings  dif- 
owned  Mr.  Macleane,  and  kept  his  Government.     His  Lord- 
fliip  faid,  that  every  thing  went  on  well  under  Mr*  Haftings's 
Government  for  fome  time,  for  the  affair  of  the  Rphilla  war 
was  but  little  known  ip  England  ;  and  by  no  means  yi^derftood 
properly,  till  the  Sele<fi:  and  Secret  Committees  had  fat  and  in- 
veftigated  that  and  other  fads,  and  ftated  them  fa  fully  in  their 
Reports.     At  the  time  that  the  affair  of  the  Rohilla  war.  became 
known,  his  Lordftiip  faid,  it  was  thought  that  Mr.  Haftings 
was  greatly  to  blame  j  and  fo  again  in  refpeft  to  the  breach  of 
the  Treaty  of  Poorunder,  but  the  Court  of  Directors  (hared  the 
blame  with  Mr,  Haftings.— At  that  time  he  did  not  think  it 
right  to  recall  Mr,  Haftings,  becaufe  we  were  on  the  eve  of  a 
tvar  with  France,  and  it  was  imagined  hoftilities  would  reach 
India;  it  appeared  improper  to  change  the  Governor-General 
of  India,  who  he  thought  poffeffed  vigour   and  abilities,  and 
that  was  the  reafon  of  Mr.  Haftings  being  fuftered  to  remain 
Governor.     When  General  Clavering,  and  Mr.  Monfon,  and 
nn  Plonourable  Gentleman  near  him  [Mr.  Francis]  were  fent 
over,  and   they  had   a  majority  in  Council,  the  Government, 
his  Lordfliip  faid,  was  by  far  the  beft  conduced  of  any,  that 
ever  had  been  carried  on   in  India  ;  but  that  was  not  of  very 
long  duration,  tv/o  of  the  Gentlemen  being  unfortunately  no 
more.     With   regard   to    the   charge  of  inconfiftency,    about 
which  fo  much  had  been  faid,  his  learned  Friend  muft  give  him 
leave  to  declare,  without  his  meaning  to  impute  inconfiftepcy 
to  him  or  to  any  other  individual,  that  there  appeared  to  his 
mind  to  be  a  manifeft  want  of  confiftency  between  the  refo- 
lution,  that  declared  Mr.  Haftings  had  acEted  in  a  manner  dif- 
graceful  to  the  national  honour,  and  defcrving  of  parliamentary 
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difpleafure,  and  the  vote  of  recall,  which  fpoke  of  his  long  and 
meritorious  ferviccs  j  the  word  long  indifputably  went  to  the 
extent  of  comprehending  all  his  fervices,  and  that  certainly  it 
was  highly  inconfillent  to  declare,  while  the  refolution  remained 
unrefcinded,  and  in  full  force  upoi>  their  Journals. 

Major  Scott  faid,  as  the  Right  Honourable  Gentleman  who  MajorScott. 
opened  the  bufinefs  of  this  day,  amidft  all  his  declamation,  has 
pot  thought  proper  to  bring  a  fmgle  charge  againft  Mr.  Haft  ■ 
ings,  I  fhall  not  intrude  myfelf  long  upon  the  indulgence  of  the 
Houfe.     It  is  true,  he  has   promifed~^^reat  deal ;  but  I  have  * 

been  accuftomed  to  the  Right  Honourable  Gentleman's  pledges 
on  former  occafions.     He  has  thought  proper  fometimes  to  de- 
fcend  from  the  high  and  important  ftatipn  he  fills  in  this  coun- 
try, to  the  rank  of  a  common  pamphleteer  j  and   I  now  hold 
in  my  hand.  Sir,  a  fpeech  publifhed  by  Mr.  Dodfley,  as  what 
the  Right  Honourable  Gentleman  faid  in  this  Houfe  on  the  firft 
of  December,  1 783,  before  I  had  the  honour  to  be  a  Member 
of  it.     But  when  it  appeared  to  the  world  in  the  fhape  of  a 
pamphlet,  I  had  an  opportunity  of  meeting  the  Right  Honour- 
able Gentleman  upon  equal  terms.     I  replied  to  it,  and  I  ap- 
peal to  the  good  fenfe  of  every  man  in  the  Houfe,  and  out  o*^ 
the  Houfe,  who  is  not  tinctured  by  party  prejudices,  to  de- 
clare, whether  I  have  not  fatisfat5lorily  refuted  every  charge  of 
every  kind  that  the  Right  Hon.  Gentleman  brought  againft: 
lylr,  Haftings.     His  fpeech  and  rny  anfwer  are  before  the  pub- 
lic, and  they  have  pronounced  in  my  favour.     The  charges  are 
numerous  j  they  are  the  eflence  of  all  his  reports  ;  and  if  they 
had  been  true,  Mr.  Haftings  deforved  to  have  Iqft  twenty  lives, 
if  he  had  had  them,  for  the  magnitude  of  his  crimes.     I  will 
go  further.  Sir  ;  as  I  have  already  refuted  what  the  Right  Ho- 
nourable Gentleman  has  af|erted,  I  am  not  afraid  of  pledging 
myfelf  to  refute  all  that  he  may  hereafter  produce  in  the  courfe 
of  this  enquiry.     The  Right  Honourable  Gentleman  now  pro- 
pofes  to  proceed  againft  Mr.  Haftings ;  but  how  does  he  do  it  ? 
He  comes  forward  this  day  to  move  for  papers,  in  order  to 
V      M  4  found 
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found  his  charges  upon.     If  the  Right  Konourabie  Gentleman 
was  a  fair  accufer,  who  a6!ed  from  a  regard  to  public  juftice, 
and  not  for  private  vengeance,  would  this  be  the  mode  pf  his 
proceeding  ?  Year  after  year  the  Right  Honourable  Gentleman 
has  pledged  him'felf  to  God,  to  this  Houfe,  and  to, his  country, 
to    prove  Mr.  Haftings   a   moffc   notorious  delinquent.      Lafl: 
year,  kven  weeks  before  the  Houfe  rofe,  the  Right  Honourable 
Gentleman  declared  his  intention  of  profecuting  Mr.  Haflings  j 
but  it  would  have  faved  time,  it  would  have  enabled  the  Houfe 
*     to  gi  on  this  bufmefs  the  fecond  day  of  this  feflion,  if  the  Right 
Horourable  Gentleman  had  then  moved  for  the  papers  he  now 
intends  to  call  for  ;  and  it  would  have  been  the  condu6l  of  a 
manly,  fair,  and  honourable  accufer,  if  the  Right  Honourable 
Gentleman   had   given   Mr.  Haftings  fome   intimation  of  his 
rrpie  of  proceeding,  by  ftating  to  the  Houfe  what  he  has  now 
ftated.     Such  condudl  would  indeed  have  been  fair,  honourable, 
and  parliamentary  y  but  it  would  not  have  been  the  condudt  of 
a  man  who  talces   the  Duke  of  Parma  for  his  m.odel,  Dolus   an 
viyius  qiiis  in  hofie  requirit.     This  Houfe,  however,  will  not,  I 
truft,  adopt  the  fentiments  and  conduct  of  the  Right  Hpnour- 
able  Gentleman.     I  have  a  confidence  in  the  honour  and  juf- 
tice of  this  Houfr,  and  I  am  fure  that  they  will  prote6l  a  mari 
who  is  univerfally  allowed  to  have  performed  great  and  impor- 
tant fervices  to  his  country,  from   unqualified  abufe,  and  un- 
merited  caljjiiiny.       The   Right   Honourable  Gentleman    has 
talked  much  of  the  labours  of  his  Committee,  and  the  accura- 
cy of  the  Reports — but.  Sir,  I  ailcrt,  that  the  Reports   of  the 
Select  Committee  are  partial  anu  unjufl ;  that  the  rnoil  unwar- 
rantabls  means  were  ufed  to  criminate  Mr.  Haflings  in  thofe 
Reports  J  and  that  whenever  any  evidence  appeared  that  ferved 
to  exculpate  him,  it  was  fuppreiTed.     I  do  not  make  this  charge 
lightly,     I  pledge  myfelf  to  prove  it ;   and  if  I  do  not  prove  it, 
I  will  confent  to  be  called  a  calumniator  in  the  fape  of  this 
Koufe.     Nay,  Sir,  I  will  now  ftate  to  you  two  curious  fails. 
T'he  Seletl  Committee  fummoned  a  Gentleman  of  high  rani?; 

in 


A.  1786.]  DEBATES.  jg^ 

in  the  Company's  civil  fervice  before  them.  I  was  in  the  Com- 
mittee-room, an  open  Committee-room,  as  a  fpedlator,  and 
was  turned  out  very  civilly  by  the  Right  Honourable  Gentle- 
man— vi'ho  then  aiked  various  qucftions  of  the  perfon  who  had 
been  fummoned,  but  finding  that  his  anfwers  were  not  tend- 
ing to  the  purpofe  the  Right  Honourable  Gentleman  wanted, 
he  told  the  Committee  there  was  no  neceflity  to  examine  the 
Gentleman  they  had  fummoned.  Will  the  Houfe  approve  of 
this  mode  of  proceeding  ?  The  Committee  fummoned  an  offi- 
cer of  high  rank  before  them,  Lieutenant-Colonel  Robert 
Stuart;  the  Pught  Honourable  Gentleman  examined  him,  as 
to  what  he  deems  his  ftrong-hold,  tbe  ftate  and  condition  of 
Oude.  Colonel  Stuart's  anfwer  to  the  Right  Honourable  Gen- 
tleman's firft  queftion  was  perfedly  fatisfadory,  that  Oude  was 
in  a  ruinous  ftate  ;  but  unfortunately  the  Colonel  attributed 
^n  his  reply  to  the  next  queftion,  the  rijin  of  Oude  to  its  true 
caufes — to  caufes  that  followed  from  me^fures  which  were  not 
the  meafures  of  Mr.  Haftings.  He  then  examined  him  as  to 
the  Begums  and  their  eunuchs.  Colonel  Stuart  ftated  inftances 
of  their  difaffe<Stion  and  intrigues  many  years  ago,  fo  early  as 
J776.  What  was  the  confequence  ?  The  evidence  is  com- 
pletely fuppreffed.  I  engage  to  prove  to  every  man  of  common 
fenfe,  that  that  evidence  was  moft  material  for  the  exculpation 
of  Mr.  Haftings,  and  that  it  contains  more  matter  of  fad  than 
half  the  Reports,  but  it  was  wholly  and  completely  fupprefted. 
The  moft  attentive  reader  of  the  Reports  knows  nothing  of 
Colonel  Stuart  or  his  evidence.  The  Houfe  and  the  nation 
know  the  fcandalous  ufes  to  which  thefe  unjuft,  and  partial, 
and  imperfe£l  Reports  were  applied  upon  a  great  occafion,  which 
fortunately  failed.  I  do  not  mention  the  matter  lightly  j  I  ac- 
.cufe  that  Committee  of  the  grofleft  partiality,  and  I  am  ready 
to  prove  it.  Long  before  I  had  the  honour  of  a  feat  in  this 
Houfcj  1  have  often  fat  with  furprize  and  aftonifliment  in  the 
gallery,  while  the  Right  Honourable  Gentleman  has  been  de- 
fcril>wi2  in  terms  more  glowing  than  I  fuppofed  the  warmeft 
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imagination  could  have  invented,  the  murders,  robberies,  op- 
preflions  and  cruelties,  pradifed  by  Britifti  fubje£ts  in  India. 
Upon  thefe  occafions,  Sir,  I  have  fometjmes  been  led  to  think, 
that  the  greateft  part  of  ray  life  has  not  been  pafled  in  the  fer- 
tile plains  of  Bengal,  but  in  fome  diftant  quarter  of  the  globe, 
fo  remote  were  the  Right  Honourable  Gentlernan's  defcriptions 
from  the  real  ftate  of  fads.     Upon  this  fubje£l  I  (hall  fay  more, 
when  the  condition  of  Almas  Ally  Cawn,  with  his  unfortunate 
wives  and  children,  and  the  oppreffed  Princes  and  Begums, 
ihall  come  regularly  before  us.     The  Right  Honourable  Gen- 
tleman's charafter  was  once  high  and  refpedtable  in  this  coun- 
try.    Why  it  is  not  fo  now,  is  perhaps  owing  to  his  intempe- 
rate perfecution  of  a  man  whofe  merits    are    univerfally  ac- 
knowledged.    And  I  repeat  it,  Sir,  that  the  moft  unjuftifiable 
means  have  been  ufed  to  depreciate  his  character  ;  means  that 
however  unworthy  the  dignity  of  a  Member  of  this  Houfc, 
taking  up  a  great  public  fubjecfl,  upon  great  public  principles, 
are  ftriitly  confiftent  with  the  character  of  a  man  who  takes 
the  Duke  of  Parma  for  his  model,  and  profefies  to  attack  Mr. 
Haftings  upon  the  grounds  that  that  General  attacked  Henry 
the  Fourth.— But  the  Right  Honourable  Gentleman  has  now 
ftated,  that  he  will  produce  fpeciftc  charges  as  foon  as  he  gets 
the  papers  he  means  to  move  for.     I  hope  there  will  be  nQ 
delay.     I  promife  the  Right  Honourable  Gentleman,  upon  my 
honour,  that  I  will  aflift  him  in  the  produdion  of  papers  as  far 
I  can  J  but  though  I  do  not  wifli  to  narrow  his  ground,  yet  I 
hope  the  Houfe  will  underftand,  that  the  Right  Honourable 
Gentleman's  pledge  was  inade  previous  to  the  exiftence  of  any 
of  the  papers  that  he  now  may  move  for,  and  I  confide  in  their 
juftice  and  honour  not  to   permit  any  unnecefTary  delay — and 
here  I  hope  I  fliall  be  in  order,  if  I  fay  I  fpeak  the  fentiments 
of  Mr.  Haftings  on  this  fubjedt. — I  had  the  honour  to  be  long 
employed  for  that  Gentleman— by  his  return  to  England,  my 
agency  has  of  courfe  expired,  but  I  entertain  for  him  the  warm- 
eft  fentiments  of  affection  and  regard.     My  own  reputation 
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too  is  concerned  in  the  iflue  of  this  bufinefs  j  but  that,  Sir,  is 
of  very  fmall  confequence,  compared  to  the  importance  of  this 
enquiry. — I  fpeak  this  for  Mr.  Haftings,  when  I  fay,  that  he 
mod  anxioufly  wifhes  for  an  enquiry  into  his  conducSl,  the 
moft  rigid  that  this  Houfe  can  adopt — that  he  wifhes  it  to  be 
brought  down  to  the  Very  day  of  his  departure  from  Bengal, 
and  to  rife  or  fall  in  the  opinion  of  this  Houfe  and  this  country, 
by  the  refult  of  this  enquiry. — But  while  he  exprefles  his  folici- 
tude  for  an  enquiry,  he  throws  himfelf  with  confidence  upon 
the  honour  and  juftice  of  this  Houfe  j  and  he  trufts  they  will 
not  fuffer  his  chara6ler  to  be  the  fport  of  calumny  for  three 
years  to  come,  as  it  has  been  for  three  years  part.  He  trufts 
the  Houfe  will  prote6t  him  from  that  general  unqualified  abufe 
to  which  he  has  been  fo  long  fubjeft ;  and  as  this  Houfe  is 
not  a£luated  by  the  principles  of  the  Duke  of  Parma,  he  hopes 
that  the  Right  Honourable  Gentleman  will  be  dire£led  to  bring 
fpecific  charges,  to  which  plain  and  direil  refutations  can  be 
given.  I  fay  for  myfelf.  Sir,  that  already  there  has  been  un- 
neceflary,  intentional  delay.  The  Right  Honourable  Qentle- 
man,  a6ling  as  a  Member  of  Parliament,  can  give  no  one  rea- 
fon  why  he  did  not  ftate  to  this  Houfe  laft  Jur^e  what  papers  he  - 
wanted,  and  what  mode  he  meant  to  purfue,  Adling  as  the 
Puke  of  Parma,  he  had  good  caufe  to  proceed  as  he  has  done. 
And  now.  Sir,  before  I  fit  down,  I  beg  to  fay  a  few  words  in 
reply  to  what  fell  from  the  noble  Lord  relative  to  the  Rohill;^ 
war,  the  fale  of  Corah  and  Allayabad,  and  the  ftoppage  of  the 
King's  tribute.  The  Rohilla  war  was  not,  I  avow,  the  war 
pf  Mr.  Haftings.  It  was  founded  on  meafures  which  were 
adopted  before  Mr.  Haftings  arrived  in  Bengal,  and  on  mea- 
fures  which  he  difapproved.  I  was  a  Lieutenant  in  Bengal, 
and  upon  the  fcrvice  which  produced  the  Rohilla  war.  I  fhall 
ftate  my  fafts  frorn  a  record  now  upon  your  table — from  the 
5th  Report  of  the  Secret  Committee,  prefented  to  this  Houfe 
by  the  Right  Honourable  and  learned  Gentleman  below  me. 
It  there  appears,  Sir,  that  in  confequence  of  a  threatened  in- 
'..  vafion 
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vafion  of  the  Marattas,  a  treaty  was  entered  Into  between  Sur 
jah  Dowlah  and  the  Rohillas,  one  condition  of  which  was,  that 
on  the  expulfion  of  the  Marattas  from  Rohillcund,  by  the  joint 
forces  of  Sujah  Dowlah  and  the  Company,  the  Rohillas  were 
to  pay  forty  lacks  of  rupees  to  Sujah  Dowlah.  To  this  treaty 
General  Sir  Robert  Barker,  on  the  part  of  the  Company,  was 
the  guarantee.  This  agreement  was  faithfully  performed,  on 
the  part  of  the  Englifh,  and  Sujah  Dowlah,  We  marched 
under  the  command  of  Sir  Robert  Barker  into  Rohillcund.  We 
purfued  the  Marattas  acrofs  the  Ganges,  forded  it  after  them, 
and  continued  encamped  on  the  banks  of  the  Ganges  till  the 
rains  fet  in,  when  we  returned  to  our  own  provinces.  The 
money  was  demanded  by  Sujah  Dowla,  and  refufed.  In  fuch 
a  light  did  the  conduft  of  the  Rohilla  Chiefs  appear  to  Sir  Ro- 
bert Barker,  that  in  three  feveral  letters  now  on  your  table,  he 
prefied  the  Governor  and  Council  to  empower  him  to  ad  againft 
them,  and  ftates  the  faithlefs  and  treacherous  conducl;  of  the 
Rohillas  to  be  proverbial  and  notorious  throughout  Indoftan. 
The  Rohilla  war  was  afterwards  undertaken  by  Mr.  Haftings, 
in  confequence  of  this  breach  of  treaty.  The  Dire6lors  at  firft, 
v/hen  they  heard  it,  allowed  that  it  was  jufcly  undertaken, 
though  they  lamented  the  neceflity.  But  afterwards  this  war 
was  ufed  as  an  inftrument  by  the  Government  at  home,  to  ef- 
fe6t  the  removal  of  Mr.  Haftings.— There  is  another  point  I 
■wifli  to  fet  this  Houfe  right  in  ;  for  notwithftanding  all  that 
has  been  faid  on  the  fubjecl  of  the  Rohilla  war,  it  is  not  yet 
underftood  either  in  or  out  of  the  Houfe.  The  Rohillas  were 
not  a  nation,  as  the  Right  Honourable  Gentleman  (Mr.  Fox) 
{tyles  them.  The  inhabitants  of  the  country  called  Rohill- 
cund are  Hindoos  ;  they  may  probably  be  two  millions  in  num- 
ber, and  they  have  never  been  difturbed  in  their  poflelTions^ 
The  Rohillas  invaded  Rohillcund  in  1742,  when  the  Mogul 
Empire  was  in  its  decline ;  and  attempts  were  made  to  drive 
tnem  again  acrofs  the  Ganges  ;  but  they  fucceeded  in  conquer- 
ing and  pofTefiing  the  country.     I  believe  their  number  did  not 
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exceed  fifty  thoufand.  Of  thefe  at  leaft  twenty-five  thoufand 
are  now  in  Rohillcund  with  Fyzulla  Cav/n  ;  and  the  remainder 
were  forced  acrofs  the  Ganges,  which  the  Right  Honourabie 
Gentleman,  in  glowing  terms,  calls  the  extirpation  of  a  whole 
nation. — With  refpedl  to  the  ftoppage  of  the  King's  tribute, 
and  the  fale  of  Corah  and  Allayabad,  thefe  circumftances  feem 
as  little  undei-ftood  as  the  Rohilla  war.  With  regard  to  the 
firfl,  Mr.  Hafling's  found  fome  arrear  exlfting  on  his  arrival 
in  Bengal.  This  he  withheld,  and  determined  to  pay  no  fur- 
ther fum  till  he  received  the  otders  of  the  Company,  and  why? 
becaufe  the  King  had  gone  with  the  Marattas  to  Dehly,  and 
was  adlually  a  prifoner.  What  did  the  Company  do  ?  They 
approved  what  Mr.  Haftings  had  done,  and  they  pofitively  or- 
dered that  not  a  rupee  fhould  be  paid  to  the  King  without  fpe- 
cial  orders  from  England.  Will  you  blame  Mr.  Haflings 
for  this  ?  As  to  the  fale  of  Corah  and  Allayabad,  they  were  to 
remain,  by  Lord  Clive's  treaty,  in  the  pofTeflion  of  the  King 
for  the  fupport  of  his  dignity.  He  ceded  them  to  the  Marattas. 
What  was  Mr.  Haftings  to  do  ?  either  to  allow  the  Marattas 
to  poffefs  them,  or  to  take  them  himfelf,  or  to  yield  them  to 
Sujah  Dowlah,  to  whom  they  had  formerly  belonged.  He  did 
the  latter,  and  received  fifty  lacks  of  rupees  for  them.  The 
Company  very  highly  approved  the  tranfadion.  And  I  defire 
to  allc,  v/h(^Lher  amidft  the  various  changes  that  have  happened, 
fometimes  this  government  pofTeffing  more  power,  and  fome- 
times  lefs,  in  the  management  of  the  Company's  affairs,  anv 
man  or  fet  of  men  have  ordered  that  the  arrears  of  tribute 
(hould  be  paid  to  the  King,  or  Corah  and  Allayabad  reftored 
to  him.  Certainly  they  have  not;  and  it  is  as  ridiculous  as 
unjufl  to  blame  Mr.  Haftings  on  thefe  grounds.  Now,  Sir, 
a  very  few  words  as  to  what  fell  from  the  noble  Lord  relative 
to  the  refignation  of  Mr.  Haftings.  He  fays,  that  after  the 
Company  had  fupported  'Mr.  Haftings,  his  agent  or  vakeel. 
Colonel  Macleane,  refigned  the  Government  of  Bengal  for 
him.     Will  the  Noble  Lord  detail  to   this   Houfe,  the  fecret 
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jnanagemcnt  that  brought  about  that  refignation.     If  he  will, 
I  can  aflure  the  Noble  Lord,  that  Mr.  Haftings  will  be  much 
obliged  to  him ;  for  to  this  hour  he  is  ignorant  of  it.     But, 
Mr.  Speaker,  the  proceeding  is  palpable.     If  if  Mr.  Macleane 
did  really  poffefs  authority  to  refign  for  Mr.  Haftings,  why  not 
produce  it  to  the  Directors  ?    Was  that  done  ?    No.      The 
powers  were  infpecfted  by  three  Dire£lors  only,  and  one  of  the 
three  declared  they  were  no  powers ;  but  the  Court  agreed  to 
fan£lify  them,  and  the  refignation  was  accepted.     We  know 
the  confequences ;  and  I  think  now,  as  I  always  thought,  that 
in  that  bafmefs  Mr.  Haftings  and  General  Clavering  were 
both  ufed  ill,  and  both  kept  in  the  dark.     But  thfe  Noble  Lord 
fays,  after  General  Claveririg's  death  he  continued  Mr.  Haft- 
ings ;  and  he  afligns  two  unanfwerable  reafons  for  fo  doing  : 
iirft,  that  it  was  the  wifti  of  his  conftituents ;  and  fecondly^ 
that  Mr.  Haftings  poflefled  vigour  and  abilities  :  but  I  really^ 
Sir,  am  a  good  deal  furprized  at  a  diftindion  the  Noble  Lord 
makes.     I  have  a  great  refpe<Sl  for  the  Noble  Lord^  and  am  not 
apt  to  treat  lightly  whatever  falls  from  him  j  otherwife.  Sir,  I 
fliould  be  very  much  inclined,  not  very  ferioufly,  to  animadvert 
upon  a  curious  diftindion  that  he  attempts  to  draw  between 
the  original  appointment  of  Mr.   Haftings  by  name  in  this 
Houfe  in  1774,  and  the  continuation  of  him  three  fevcral  times, 
■when  his  firft  commi/lion  expired.     It  is  trucj  the  name  of  Mr. 
Haftings  was  not  mentioned  in  1779J  or  in   1780,  when  he 
was  re-appointed  each  time  for  one  year,  or  in  1781,  when  he 
was  re-appointed  for  ten  years ;  but  this  I  fay.  Sir,  that  the 
Noble  Lord  appointed  him  at  thefe  feveral  periods,  in  point  of 
fa£l,  as  much  as  he  originally  appointed  him  in  1774;  and  he 
has  afligned  an  unanfwerable  reafon  for  fo  doing,  that  he  poflefTed 
vigour  and  abilities,  and  was  approved  of  by  the  Company.     I 
only  wifti   to  obferve,  that  at  thefe  periods  the  Rohilla   war, 
the  fale  of  Corah,  the  charges  of  peculation,  and  the  Maratta 
war,  were  known,  and  had  been  canvafled  over  and  over  again 
in  England.     And  now,  Sir,  I  fhall  fit  down  with  repeating, 

that 
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that  on  the  part  of  Mr.  Haftings,  I  eagerly  and  anxioufly  ck- 
prefs  my  wifhes  for  an  enquiry;  and  I  am  confident  that  this 
Houfe  is  too  fenfible  of  what  is  due  to  its  own  dignity,  its  own 
honour,  and  its  virtue,  to  be  influenced  in  the  courfe  of  that 
enquiry  by  the  principles  of  the  Duke  of  Parma. 

Mr.  Burke,  in  reply,  faid,  he  was  always  cool  and  unruffled  Mn  Burke, 
when  any  thing  perfonal  was  addrefled  to  him ;  but  when  he 
heard  that  the  Rohillas  were  extirpated,  and  a  whole  people  de- 
prived of  their  exiftence,  he  was  apt  to  be  a  little  warm ;  to  be 
fure  it  was  wrong ;  it  was  a  weaknefs  in  him  to  give  way  to 
his  feelings  upon  fuch  a  irijiing  motive,  and  he  would  endeavour 
to  amend  his  fault.     The  Hon.  Gentleman  had  explained  the 
matter  of  the  Rohillas  very  curioufly,  and  fatisfadiorily  to  the 
Houfe  he  had  no  doubt.     The  Rohillas  were  Jlrangers,  and 
therefore  they  had  no  right  to  the  country  they  lived  in.     Un- 
doubtedly the  Englifh  had  a  better  right,  and  a  clearer  title ; 
they  were  not  Jlr angers,  but  the  aboriginal  native  inhabitants, 
men  with  fwarthy  complexions,  children  of  the  fun,  and  from 
their  infancy  pofleffors  of  the  foil !  This  being  the  cafe,  faid  Mr. 
Burke,  to  be  furc  they  did  wifely  to  extirpate  the  Rchilla  race 
and  extinguifh  a  whole  people.     Having  purfued  his  irony  for 
feme  little  time,  Mr.  Burke  faid,  the  Hon.  Gentleman's  decla- 
ration, that  he  had  refuted  all  his  charges,  and  that  if  he  made 
twice  as  many,  he  would  refute  them  too,  reminded  him  of  the 
brave  Captain  in  the  play,   "  twenty  more  !  A7//  \m  !    Twenty 
more  !  Kill  them  too  !  "  The  champion  was  invincible  no  doubt, 
or  he  would  not  have  talked  fo  valiantly. — His  threat  was  equal 
to  a  reply  once  publifhed  to  a  fermon  on  the  30th  of  January, 
which  was  entitled,    "  A   Reply   to    all    the    Sermons    that 
ever  have  been,  and  to  all  that  ever  Jhall  be  preached  on  the  30th 
of  January."     As  to  his  having  omitted  any  of  the  evidence  re- 
ceived by  the  Select  Committee,  the  Report  in  queftion  had  not 
been  drawn  by  him  ;  but  if  it  had,  the  fad  might  have  been  the 
fame,  as  every  Committee,  in  drav/ing  up  their  Reports,  had  a 
right  to  exercife  their  own  judgments,  and  infert  jull  as  much, 
4  or 
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cjromitjuft  as  much  of  the  evidence  as  they  thought  proper; 
But  if  there  was  caufe  for  complaint,  a  firft  opportunity  would 
ofFer  for  urging  it.  As  to  his  ading  upon  feelings  of  private 
enmity,  he  felt  no  malice  againft  any  man  ;  if  any  lurked  in 
his  mind,  it  was  unknown  to  him,  and  was  a  vice  of  difpofitlon, 
that  nature  curfed  him  with,  and  which  he  had  neither  yet  dif- 
covered,  nor  been  able  to  fubdue  and  eradicate.  With  regard 
to  his  having  fent  out  writers  to  India,  as  an  Hon.  and  learned 
Gentleman  had  afTerted,  what  crime  was  there  in  that  fa£t,  or 
how  did  it  difqualify  him  from  calling  the  conduct  of  Mr.  Haft- 
ings  in  queftion  ?  The  only  misfortune  was,  that  in  truth  and 
in  fa6t,  though  he  had  lived  fo  much  in  the  world,  and  had  (o 
large  a  circle  of  acquaintance  of  all  forts  and  degrees,  he  never 
once  had  made  a  Direitor^  nor  fent  out,  or  procured  to  be 
fent  out,  a  fmgle  writer  to  India.  Never,  no,  not  one  !  The 
Hon.  and  learned  Gentleman  was  out  in  his  conjedlurc.  A- 
gain,  the  Hon.  and  learned  Gentleman  knew  him  by  his  ftylcj 
and  had  difcovered  him  in  the  difpatches  of  the  Board  of  Di- 
re6lors  in  1783*  What  a  miferable  judge  of  flyle  muft  the 
Hon.  and  learned  Gentleman  be,  when  it  fo  happened,  that  he 
never  had  written  a  line  in  any  one  difpatch  of  the  Board  of 
Direflors  in  the  courfe  of  his  life  !  The  Hon.  and  learned  Gen- 
tleman held  an  office,  the  duty  of  which  was  extremely  frngularj 
his  duty  was  to  thifik  what  another  man  fliould  Jc/v ;  for,'  as 
head  of  the  Board  of  Controul,  the  Hon.  and  learned  Gentle- 
man didated  what  others  figned  ;  and  thus  the  difpatches  fent 
out  to  India  contained  the  Hon.  and  learned  Gentleman's  fen- 
timents,  with  the  Board  of  Direftors  fignatures.  Now,  had  he 
been  concerned  in  writing  the  difpatches  of  the  Diredors  in 
1783,  he  fhould  have  done  little  more  than  revife  them,  and 
perhaps  have  corrected  their  ftyle  ;  in  fad,  he  fhould  have  aded 
as  the  Diredors  Clerk;  an  humble  office  furelv  !— ^Mr.  Burke 
was  a  confiderable  time  upon  his  legs,  and  added  many  other 

obfervations,  by  way  of  reply  to  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exche- 
quer, 
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quer,  Mr.  Dundas,  Mr.  Le  Mefurier,  and  others,  who  had  Tpoken 
in  the  courfe  of  the  debate. 

.  Mr.  Dundas  rofe  and  declared,  when  he  had  mentioned  the  Mr.Dundas, 
thirty-fix  writers  that  had  been  fent  out  in  1783,  he  had  not 
intended  to  infinuate  that  the  Right  Hon.  Gentleman  had  any 
band  in  fending  them  biit,  but  had  merely  ftated  the  fadl.  Re 
did  not  know  who  had  fent  them  out^  and  it  waS  a  matter  of 
perfect  indifference  to  him.  In  regard  to  what  he  faid  of  the 
Right  Hon.  Gentleman's  having  a  hand  in  the  Director's  dif- 
patches  of  1783,  if  the  fa£t  were  as  the  Right  Hon.  Gentleman 
had  ilated  it,  undoubtedly  he  had  been  miftaken ;  the  reafon  of 
ftating  it  was  this :  in  reading  lately  upon  the  fubje6t  of  the 
trade  of  a  particular  part  of  India,  where  the  queftion  was, 
whether  the  trade  fhould  be  carried  on  by  a  monopoly,  or  be 
made  an  open  trade,  an  admirably  well-timed  letter  had  come 
into  his  hand,  and  finding  the  ftyle  remarkably  good,  he  had 
exclaimed  to  a  friend  near  him,  "  this  is  furely  Burke's 
writing!'*  but  in  that  conjeClure  he  meant  the  Right  Hpn. 
Gentleman  no  difhonour :  however^  he  now  found  he  had  rob- 
bed the  Diredlors  of  a  degree  of  credit  that  was  due  to  them,  and 
placed  it  to  the  account  of  the  Right  Hon.  Gentleman, 

Mr.  Fox  faid,  if  what  the  learned  Gentleman  had  faid  about  Mr.  Fox. 
the  thirty-fix  writers  was  what  he  really  thought,  he  fhould  not 
have  rafhly  thrown  out  the  fail,  in  the  manner  he  did  in  his 
former  fpeech,  when  from  talking  of  the /hop  from  whence  they 
came,  and  the  pure  Board  of  Directors  of  1783,  mofl  undoubt- 
edly the  infinuation  had  all  the  effedl  of  an  aflertion,  that  thofe 
who  were  in  power  in  1 783,  abufed  that  which  they  had  deter- 
mined to  reform,  and  were  adding  to  the  mifchiefs  that  were 
already  exifling  in  India. 

Mr.  Dundas  faid,  he  meant  no  fuch  thing ;  but  he  adhered  Mr.Duadas, 
to  the  cxprefHon  of  fi^ying,    "  he  knew  the  Jhop  they  came 
from." 

The  Queflion  was  then  put  and  carried. 

Vol.  I.  N  Mr.  ' 
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Mr.  Bmkc.      Mr.  Btifke  then  made- the  following  Motions: 

1.  "  That  there  be  laid-beFore  this  Houfe,  an  account  of  the 
time  and  manner  of  paying  Into  the  Company's  Treafury  a  Prc- 
fent  of  100,000 1.  made  by  the  Nabob  of  Oude  to  Warren  Haft- 
ings,  Efq;  for  his  prefent  ufe,  but,  by  the  faid  Court  of  Direc- 
tors, ordered  to  be  paid  into  the  Treafury,  and  the  fpccial  ufes 
and  fervices  to  which  the  fame  hath  been  applied." 

2.  "  That  there  be  laid  before  this  Houfe,  Extrafls  of  the 
particulars  of  that  part  of  the  Company's  accounts  in  Bengal, 
comhionly  called  the  Durbar  Expences  and  Receipts,  from  the 
year  1770,  to  the  year  1785  inclufivc,  fo  far  as  the  fame  hath 
been  received,  diftiuguifViing  each  year." 

->.  **  That  there  be  laid  before  this  Houfe,  a  fimilar  Extract 
of  the  Durbar  Expences  and  Receipts,  from  the  faid  period,  in 
the  Prefidencics  of  Madras  and  Bombay,  diftinguiftiing  each 
year,  and  each  Prcfidcncy." 

4.  *'  'ihat  there  be  laid  before  this  Houfe,  an  account  of  the 
times  at  which  the  feveral  Accounts  of  the  Annual  Revenues 
and  Expenditures  of  the  Prefidency  of  Bengal,  from  1766  to 
1785,  were  tranfmitted  to  the  Directors;  and  Extracts,  ilating 
the  reafons  contained  in  any  difpatch  from  the  faid  Prefidency, 
for  withholding  or  delaying  any  fuch  Accounts." 

5.  "  That  there  be  laid  before  this  Houfe,  Copies  of  all  Mi- 
nutes of  Confultation  and  Correfpondepce,  to  and  from  Bombay 
and  Madras,  relative  to  a  Contract  or  Agency  with  Mr.  Auriol, 
Secretary  to  the  Board  and  Council-General,  for  a  fupply  of 
Rice  to  Madras  and  Bombay." 

6.  "  That  there  be  laid  before  this  Houfe,  Copies  of  all  Pa- 
pers relative  to  the  Revenue,  and  Contrails  for  Opium,  fincc 
the  year  17S2,  fo  far  as  the  fame  relates  to  any  Contrail  made 
during  the  Government  of  the  faid  Warren  Haftings,  Efq;" 

7.  "  That  there  be  laid  before  this  Houfe,  Copies  of  all  Mi- 
nutes of  Confultation  and  Corrcfpondence  between  the  Gover- 
nor-General and  Council,  and  the  Rcfident  at  the  Durbar  of  the 
N.ibob  of  Bcng^il,  fmce  the  mouth  of  January.  17  80;  together 

with 
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with  an  account  of  the  Expenditure  and  Diftributlon  of  the  Sti- 
-pend  allowed  to  the  Nabob  j  together  with  the  adual  Employ- 
ments now  held,  and  thofe  formerly  held,  by  Mahomed  Reza 
Khan,  and  the  Orders  of  the  Court  of  Directors  thereupon.'* 

8.  "  That  there  be  laid  before  this  Houfe,  Copies  of  all  Mi- 
nutes of  Confultation,  and  other  Proceedings,  relative  to  a 
Charge  made  by  the  Governor-General^  Warren  Haftings,  Efqj 
agalnft  John  Briflow,  Efq;  late  Refident  at  Oude,  for  diftribut- 
ing  large  fums  of  money  from  the  Treafury  at  Oude,  without 
permiffion  of  the  Nabob,  or  the  permifllon  or  fancStion  of  the 
Company's  Governor  of  Bengal,  and  without  accounting  for 
the  fame." 

Thefe  Motions  produced  a  variety  of  converfations,  in  which 
Mr.  Burke,  Mr.  Fox,  Mr.  Sheridan,  Mr.  Francis,  the  Chan,- 
cellor  of  the  Exchequer,  Mr.  Dundas,  Major  Scott,  Mr.  Ifaac 
Hawkins  Browne,  and  Mr.  Vanfittart  fpoke. 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  contended,  that  if  any  new 
ground  was  broken,  or  papers  moved  for,  that  went  not  to  mat- 
ters unmentioned  in  the  Reports  of  the  Committees  that  had  in 
the  courfe  of  the  day  been  fo  often  alluded  to,  he  wiftied,  and 
indeed  muft  infift  on  the  Right  Hon.  Gentleman's  flating  them 
to  the  Houfe. 
Mr.  Dundas  fupported  this  very  ftrenuoufly.  .  Mr.DunJas. 

Mr.  Burke  moved,  ,,    d   1 . 

'  Mr.  Burke. 

"  That  there  be  laid  before  this  Houfe,  Copies  of  all  other 
Correfpondence,  during  the  refidence  of  John  Briltow,  Efqj  to- 
gether with  the  Documents  therewith  tranfmitted  from  the  Pro*, 
vince  of  Oude  j  and  alfo  the  Anfwers  thereto,  and  all  Pro- 
ceedings relative  tohisCondutl  during  the  faid  refidency,  from 
the  month  of  October  1782." 

Mr.  Fitt  ftrenuouOy  oppofed  it  as  opening  to  new  matter, 
.ind  making  the  enquiry  broader  than  it  need  to  be.  Mr.  Fox, 
Mr.  Sheridan,  Mr.  Brown,  Mr.  Ifaac  Hawkins  Browne,  Mr. 
Dundas,  and  Mr.  Francis,  all  fpoke  on  this  fubjea.    Mr.  Dundai 

N,    ,   Mr.Dundas. 
2  contended. 
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contended,  that  Mr.  Burke  ought  to  open  every  new  point  that 
he  called  for  papers  to  illuftratc. 

The  Speaker  complaining  he  was  ill,  it  was  agreed,  at  ONE 
this  mornings  to  adjourn  the  debate  till  Monday^  and  the  Houfc 
rofc  half  an  hour  after. 


Monday^  February  20. 
In  a  Committee  went  through  the  Bill  to  regulate  the  expor- 
tation of  hops  from  Ireland,  with  feveral  amendments. 
Ilci^ester. 
Mr.Nlchols.      Mr.  Nichols f  Chairman  of  the  Committee  appointed  to  try 
the  merits  of  the  contefted  eledion  for  the  Borough  of  Ikhefter, 
reported  to  the  Houfe,  That  the  Committee  were  of  opinion, 
that  the  fitting  Member  was  unduly  chofen,  and  that  George 
Johnftone,  Elij;  was  duly  eledled. 

Adjourned  Debate    concerning  the  Impeachment 
OF  Mr.  Hastings. 

TheSpeaker  The  Speaker  having  called  the  attention  of  the  Houfe  to  that 
part  of  the  bufinefs  at  which  t\^y  had  adjourned,  read  the  fol- 
lowing Motion,  the  propriety  of  which  had  not  then  been  de- 
cided : — 

'*  That  there  be  laid  before  this  Houfe,  Copies  of  all  other 
Corrcfpondence,  during  the  refidence  of  John  Briftow,  Efq;  to- 
gether with  the  Documents  therewith  tranfmi,tted  from  ^e  Pro- 
vince of  Oudc ;  and  alfo  the  Anfwers  thereto,  and  all  Proceed- 
ings relative  to  his  Conduct  during  the  faid  refidency,  from  the 
month  of  C£lober  1782.'^ 

Mr.  Burke.  Mr.  Burke  wifhed,  that  liberty  were  given  him  to  withdraw 
nie"^otion  now  read,  in  order  that  he  might  fubftitute  another, 
vhich  he  flattered  himfelf  would  more  cfFe£lually  anfwer  the 
purpofe.  He  declared  that  he  had  two  obje(5ts  in  view.  Tbs 
iirft  was  to  obtain  truth,  and  the  fecond  to  fave  time.  In  recom- 
mending this  alteration,  he  confeffed  that  he  was  much  obliged 
to  a  worthy  Alderman  for  fuggefting  fuch  an  idea  j  and  as  the 

Motion 
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Motion  which  he  intended  to  fiibfl'tute  was  more  comprchen- 
five,  and  would  in  its  nature  extend  to  other  ohjecls  of  equal 
;nagnitude,  he  hoped  that  no  Gentlenjan  would  oppofe  it. 
With  regard  to  the  grand  and  fundamental  principles  of  the 
bufinefs  now  in  agitation,  he  entertained  confidcrable  confidence 
of  fuccefs,  as  he  conceived  that  the  Houfe  wgs  pledged,  by  every 
tie  of  honour  and  dignity,  to  fupport  him  in  his  allegations,  and 
encourage  the  inveftigation  of  a  fubjecSl,  that  had  for  its  ultimate 
end  the  redemption  of  our  candour,  probity,  and  juftice,  as  a  ci- 
vilized nation.  In  the  profecution  of  fuch  an  intricate  affair, 
which  required  much  attention,  diligence,  and  indefiitigable  per- 
feverance,  it  muft  be  obvious  to  every  Gentleman,  that  much 
'  information  was  wanted,  and  that  the  production  of  various  pa- 
pers, illuftrative  of  the  fubjeift,  would  be  abfolutely  necefTary  ; 
he  therefore  hoped,  that  there  v/ould  be  no  objection  to  the 
communication  of  evidence,  v/hich  appeared  of  an  important 
nature.  He  then  begged  leave  to  v^ithdraw  the  Motion  which 
the  Speaker  had  read,  which  was  agr^^ed  to ;  v/hea  one  to  th^ 
following  effect  was  fubft'ituted  :-rr"  That  there  be  laid  before 
the  Houfe,  Duplicates  of  the  Correfpondenco,  Inftrui^ions,  or 
Minutes,  from  the  Governor-General  and  Council,  concerniilg 
the  ftate  of  the  country  of  Oude,  and  the  Royal  Familv  there  : 
■— Alfo  Copies  of  the  Inftru(5tions  given  to  Pv'Iefl",  Johnftonc, 
Middleton,  znd  Briftow  ;  as  aifo  fo  many  of  the  papers  con- 
nected with  the  foregoing,  as  relate  to  the  tranfa6tions  with- 
Abnas  AH  Cawn." 

The  Motion  was  feconded  ;  whei^ 

Mr.  Du7idas  exprelled  a  wifli  to  know,  whether  the  Reports  Mr.DunJ 
pn  the  table  pledged  the  Houfe  to  allow  every  pnper,  of  what- 
ever defcription  foever,  to  be  produced.  In  the  prefent  frage  of 
the  bufinefs,  the  accufation  againft  Mr.  Ffaflings  was  only  im- 
plied. It  refted  chiefly  on  the  authority  of  the  Hon.  Gentle- 
man who  had  come  forward  in  the  bufinefs.  Before  the  Houfe, 
therefore,  fliould  go  on  piling  volume  on  volume,  and  paper  qa 
paper,  agreeably  to  the  fuggeftion  of  the  Hoii.  Gentleman,  he 

N  3         •  thought 
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thought  it  \yas  highly  proper  to  confider,  whether  it  was  under 
any  obligation  to  gratify  him  on  this  point,  or  whether  it  would 
a£l  wifely  and  formally  by  fo  doing  ?    There  was  as  yet  no  fpe- 
Qific  charge  before  the  Houfe.     Would  the  Hon.  Gentleman 
come  forward  with  a  fpecific  accufation  ?  If  he  fliould,  in  that 
cafe  there  might  be  fome  plaufible  reafon  which  he  might  urge 
for  calling   for   certain   papers,    necefTary   to  fubftantiate    his 
charge;  but  under  the  prefent  afpcft  of  affairs  he  could  fee 
'  hone.     He  concluded  by  declaring,  that  he  would  a6l  on  the 
liberal  fide  with  regard  to  the  produdlion  of  papers. 
Mr.  Burke.      Mr.  Burke  contended,  that  the  learned  Gentleman's  reafon- 
ing  was  not  at  all  juftified  by  the  pradllce  of  the  Houfe.     It  was 
ufual  to  call  for  papers,  without  mentioning  for  what  purpofe. 
Papers  had  been  laid  en  the  table  laft  SeiHon  in  this  very  man- 
ner.    He  recolledted  the  cafe  in  point,  and  would  bring  to  the 
learned  Gentleman's   recoUedtion,   that  this  jnftance  had  ob- 
tained in  relation  to  the  affairs  of  the  Nabob  of  Oude.   He  con- 
fidered  the  rejection  of  his  requeft,  as  a  ftratageni  to  get  rid  of 
the  whole  enquiry  :  and  although,  formally  fpeaking,  he  might 
take  the  advantage  of  the  learned  Gentleman's  fubterfuge,  and 
ileal  away  from  the  enquiry,  yet  he  felt  too  lively  a  fenfe  of 
public  juflice  to  defert  its  caufe.     He  well  knew  how  much  a 
criminal  profecutron  depended  on  the  firmnefs,  vigour,  and  fide- 
lity of  the  profecutor.     Feeblenefs,  as  a  defedl  in  any  of  thefe 
principles,  muff  produce  the  worR;  confequcnces.     An  ancient 
author  had  obfervcd,  that  the  ruin  of  Roman  juftice  arofe  "  Ex 
prevaricatione  accujatorurn."^     If  the  accufer  was  not  faithful  to 
his  truft,  the  crimjnal  muil  triumph,  and  the  charge  muff  fall. 
When  Cicero  accufed  Verres,  he  was  not  abandoned,  but  fup« 
ported  by  the  flower  of  the  Roman  Senate.     The  Hortenfi, 
Metelli,  and   MarcelH,   were  ftrenuous   in  the  caufe.      The 
pTiblic  records  were  laid  open  to  him.     Every  fpecies  of  evi- 
dence was  furnifhedo     Perfons   were  even  fent  out  of  Italy 
'     into  Sicily  to  fifli  for  proofs  of  his  guilt.     No  means  were  left 
unemployed  to  bring  to  public  juftice  its  proper  viftim.     In 
like  manner,  the  Cicero  (Mr.  Dundas)  of  the  Britijfh  Senate, 
". ''  when 
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when  he  feemcd  to  feel  that  indignity  againft  public  crimes 
which  did  him  lb  much  honour  when  ardent  in  the  execution 
of  public  juftice,  in  a  cafe  which  could  not  have  el'capcd  the  re- 
coliedion  of  any  who  had  attended  to  the  Hiftory  of  India  De- 
linquency, had  every  affiftance  beftowed  on  him.  The  flower 
of  the  Orators  at  the  Bar  fupported  him.  Every  paper  which 
he  wanted  was  produced.  Every  avenue  of  information  was 
laid  open.  Crown  Lawyers  were  engaged  in  the  refearch. 
Treafury  Clerks  exerted  themfelves  with  all  the  enthufiam  of 
public  virtue.  In  fliort,  the  learned  Gentleman  obtained  more 
information  than  he  might  have  ultimately  wilhed  to  have 
brought  in  charge  againft  a  great  delinquent.  But  how  dif- 
ferent was  his  lituation,  when  compared  with  that  of  this  mo- 
dern Cicero?  He  felt  himfelf  oppofed  in  the  fulfilment  of  a 
duty,  which  it  became  them  more  efpecially  to  difcharge.  Un- 
fupported  by  thofe  in  power,  the  ordinary  means  of  legal  in- 
formation were  denied  him.  He  had  even  been  informed,  that 
not  only  Miniftry  difcountenanced  his  effort,  but  that  even  the 
people  of  England  difapproved  of  it.  But  could  this  allegation 
be  well  founded  ?  Was  it  poflible  that  the  people  of  England 
could  difapprove  of  a  perfon,  who  was  contending  for  the  vio- 
lated rights  of  men?  The  building  of  churches,  and  the  erc£l- 
ing  of  hofpitals,  were  expreflions  neither  of  patriotifm  nor  of 
charity,  compared  to  the  noble  work  of  bringing  to  public  juf- 
tice the  man  of  ambition,  or  the  tyrant  who  had  trampled  under 
foot  the  liberties  of  the  human  rac<;.  Such  was  the  victim 
which  the  juftice  of  this  country  required  as  an  atojiehient. 
It  was  not  from  motives  of  private  refentment  that  he  a£fcd  in 
this  matter,  but  from  the  pureft  principles  of  benevolence  to- 
wards mankind.  In  the  profccution  of  this  bufmefs,  reviled  as 
he  might  be  on  account  of  the  a<Stive  part  he  had  taken  agahift 
Mr.  Haftings,  he  was  confctous  to  himfelf  that  he  had  been 
actuated  by  a  fmcere  regard  to  juftice ;  and  in  this  fentimeni 
ke  was  confirmed  by  an  old  maxim,  which  he  had  learned  in  his 
earlier  years,  and  which  he  hoped  he  (hould  carry  with  him  to 
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his  grave  t-^"  BlefTed  are  ye  when  men  fhall  revile  you  and 
perfecute  you,  and  fhall  fay  all  manner  of  evil  againft  you  falfely 
for  my  fake :  rejoice  and  be  exceeding  glad,  for  great  is  your 
reward  in  heaven."     He  had  looked  for  afliftance  from  thofe 
in  power  j  but  he  faw  leffer  objects  interefted  them  more  deeply. 
He  found,  that  the  adjuftment  of  the  three  per  cents,  was  to 
Minifters  more  an  obje<Sl  of  concern,  than  the  vindicating  the 
violated  rights  of  millions  of  the  human  fpecies.     The  country 
of  Oude  was  of  no  fmall  extent.     It  did  not  refenible  Pem- 
brokefliire,  or  apy  of  the  lefler  counties  in  England,  though 
even  a  flagrant  encroachment  on  the  privileges  of  the  leaft  of 
them  would  occafion  general  complaint.    Its  extent  was  53,000 
fquare  miles;  it  contained  ten  miUions  of  inhabitants;  its  reve- 
nues amounted  to  eight  millions,  and  was  of  courfe  greater  than 
the  whole  unappropriated  revenue  of  Great-Britain.     Was  this 
then  an  objed  for  the  fport  of  ambition  ?  Or  was  fo  large  a 
portion  of  the  human  race  to  be  allowed  to  perifh  for  want  of 
public  juftice  ?  He,  for  his  own  part,  felt  the  magnitude  of  the 
obje»3:  too  much  to  abandon  iv     Notwithftanding  the  obftruc- 
tion  that  was  thrown  in  his  way,  the  incitements  of  duty  would 
lead  him  to  endeavour  to  furmount  it.     If  it  \yas  the  opinion  of 
the  Houfe  that  he  fhould,  he  would  bring  forward  his  charge. 
He  felt  himfelf  fupportcd  by  the  intrinfic  goodnefs  of  his  caufe ; 
and  in  confidence  of  fuccefs  founded  on  this  principle,  he  would 
hazard  it  againft  all  that  power  and  wealth  could  oppofe. 
MajorScott.     Mil'pr  Siott  agreed  with  the  Right  Hon.  Gentleman,  (Mr. 
Burke,)  that  it  would  be  abfolutely  necefiary  to  lay  before  the 
Houfe  all  the  papers  relative  to  Oude,  if  it  was  meant,  and  he 
earneftly  hoped  it  was,  to  go  into  that  fubjeft.     He  would,  with 
the  leave  of  the  Houfe,  ftate  very  fhortly  what  the  fituation  of 
that  country  had  been,  and  what  it  now  was,  after  Mr.  Haft- 
ings  formed  the  treaty  of  Benares,  with  the  late  Nabob  Vizier, 
Sujah  ul  Dowlab,  in  1773.     ^^'  Mi^'Jleton  was  appointed  Rc- 
fident  at  his  Court  j  but  he  had  not  the  fmalleft  interference, 
€iirg,6tly  or  indiredlly,  in  the  ma^iagement  of  the  revenues,  or 
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with  the  government  of  the  country.  Upon  Sujah  Dowlah's 
death,  a  new  treaty  was  formed  with  his  fon  and  fucceffors  Afoph 
ul  Dowlah,  highly  advantageous  for  the  Company,  which  Mr. 
Haftings,  acknowledging  its  advantages,  oppofed,  as  being  con- 
trary to  the  exifting  engagements,  vvhich^  in  his  opinion,  did 
not  expire  with  the  late  Vizier.  Mr.  John  Briftow  was  then 
fent  to  Oude,  by  General  Clavering,  Colonel  Monfon,  and 
Mr.  Francis,  with  more  enlarged  powers,  and  at  the  end  of  a 
few  months,  Britifh  Officers  were  appointedj  it  the  Vizier's 
requeft,  to  command  his  troops.  Here  then,  the  Major  faid, 
a  new  fyftem  was  adopted,  by  which  the  Vizier's  government 
was  weakened,  and  none  that  was  efficient  eftablifhed  in  its 
room.  In  17791  the  Vizier  complained  of  the  diftrefs  brought 
upon  his  country  by  the  number  of  Europeans  flationed  there. 
— Mr.  Haftings  did  not  deny  the  fail,  but  ftated  very  clearly 
and  explicitly,  that  he  was  not  the  author  of  the  meafures 
which  had  produced  the  evils  complained  of,  which  he  faid  he 
would  redrefs,  though  the  critical  fituation  of  our  afFaiiS  pre- 
vented that  redrefs  being  immediate.  The  officers  and  troops 
were  withdrawn  in  1781,  but  re-eftabli(hed  Toon  after  by  the 
Vizer's  requifition.  In  OtSlobcr  1782,  Mr.  Briftow,  who  had 
been  removed  after  the  death  of  Colonel  Monfon,  was  appoint- 
ed refident  at  Oude.  Difagreemertts  foon  broke  out  between 
him,  the  Vizier,  and  Hyder  Bey  Cawn  ;  it  was  not,  the  Ma- 
jor faid,  neceflary  to  fay  who  was  right  or  wrong  in  thofe  dif- 
putes,  but  matters  came  at  laft  to  fo  alarming  an  height,  that 
the  Conful  General  confcnted  to  arm  Mr.  Hafti-ngs  with  full 
pov/ers,  and  to  j/ithdraw  Mr.  Briftow.  Mr.  Haftings  accord- 
ingly proceej3<;d  to  Lucknov/  in  February  1784,  and  much  as 
he  defer^^ed  the  thanks  of  the  Court  of  Dire6tors,  and  his  coun- 
fxf,  for  his  important  fervices,  the  Major  declared,  that  he 
had  at  no  time  more  diftinguiftied  himfelf,  than  in  that  deputa- 
tion. He  reftored  peace,  tranquillity,  and  good  order  to  the 
country.  He  fixed  the  Vizier's  authority  completely  through 
bis  dominions,  and  ho  recovered  for  the  Company  that  large 

balance 
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balance  (above  700,000!.)  which  the  Right  Hon.  Gentleman 
over-againft  him   (Adr,  Fox)   had  two  years  ago  done  com- 
pletely away,  by  one  da{]:>  of  his  pen,  and  had  taxed  the  Direc- 
tors with  audacity,  for  prefuming  to  include  it  in  their  accounts. 
AH  that  Mr.  Haftings  had  done  in  Oude,  had  been  moft  fully 
and  completely  approved  \>y  the  Diredors,  and  by  that  Board 
cf  Controul,  which  the  wifdom  of  the  Legiflature  had  appoint- 
ed to  fuperintend  the  Company's  affairs  :  nay,  the  only  point 
of  difference  between  Mr.  Haftings  and  his  Council,  had  been 
determined  entirely  in  favour  of  Mr.  Haftings.     Major  Scott 
faid,  that  he  was  of  courfe  moft  anxious  to  bring  the  whole  of 
the  Oude  bufmefs  before  that  Houfe  and  the  public,  but  it  could 
f?rtly  be  done  by  calling  for  all  the  papers  from  the  time  of  Mr. 
Briftow's  appointment,  down  to  the  day  of  Mr.  Haftings's  em- 
l^arkation,  or  later,  if  any  papers  had  fmce  been  received.— r 
The  Major  begged,  as  this  was  an  adjourned  debate,  to  be  in- 
-dulged  with  a  few  words  as  to  another  fubjedt,  which  he  hoped 
to  fet  in  a  new  and  a  ftrong  light  to  many  Gentlemen  in  the 
Houfe.     The  Right  Hon.  Gentleman  had,  in  the  laft  debate, 
afked  the  Right  Hon.  and  learned  Gentleman  below  him,  whe- 
ther he  had  ever  heard  of  Benares.     He  well  recoUedled,  that 
wheu  the  Right  Hon.  Gentleman,  (Mr.  Fox)  on  the  produc- 
tion of  his  Bill   two  years  fmce,  mentioned  Benares,  he  had 
treated  the  fubje^St  in  his  ufual  manly  way,  and  had  freely  met 
the  argument.     He  aflerted,  that  the  demand  originally  made- 
,  of  five  lacks  of  rupees  was  unjuft,  and  contrary  to  agreement. 
. — Here,  then,  he  would  bring  the  matter  to  an  iflue.     Mr^ 
Haftings,  when  the  war  broke  out  with  Franse  in  July  1778^ 
propofed  to  increafe  the  army  in  Bengal,  by  raifing  nine  batta- 
lions of  fepoys,  and  to  reinforce  Sir  Edward  Vernon,  then  before 
Pondicherry,  with  two  ihips  of  war,  and  to  fit  out  a  marine 
force  for  the  river.     He  propofed  to  call  upon  Cheyt  Sing  for 
the  proportion  of  the  increafed  expence,  which  he  fixed  at  five 
lacks  of  rupees.     His  council  (Mr.  Barwell,  Mr.  Francis,  anij 
Mr.  Wheler)  unanimpufly  agreed,  the  Hon.  Gentleman  (Mr: 
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Francis)  propofing  that  CheytSing  {hipuld  be  informed  his  de- 
mand would  not  be  made  after  the  war  was  at  an  end.  Tp 
this  IVJr.  Haftings  confented— the  demand  was  made— com-r 
pliance  promifed,  but  afterwards  rcfufcd. — Mr.  Haftings  fpoke 
warmly  of  Chcyp  Sing's  behaviour,  and  then  the  queftipn  of 
right  was  agitated,  ii)  the  mpnth  of  Augufl,  1778.  Upon 
this  occafion,  Mr.  Haftings  folemi]Iy  recorded  as  a  principle, 
that  the  engagement  with  Cheyt  Sing  did  by  no  means  "  pre- 
clude that  right  which  every  Government  poflefTes,  to  compel 
all  dependencies  to  contribute  by  extraordinary  fupplies,  to  the 
relief  of  extraordinary  emergencies." — Here  then  was  Mr.  Haft- 
ings's  principle  recorded,  and  it  was  received  in  England  in 
April  1779;  but  left  the  fubjeft  fhoyld  be  loft  in  the  mafs  of 
jconfultations,  it  made  a  part  of  the  general  letter.  This  de- 
mand was  again  made,  and  enforced  \^y  military  violence,  at 
Icaft  by  a  threat  of  military  execution,  in  1779  and  1780,  and 
Regular  intelligence  tranfmitted  each  year  to  the  Court  of  Di- 
rediors,  who  never  once  exprefied  the  fmalleft  difapprobation 
of  Mr.  Haftings's  principli?,  or  of  his  enforcing  it,  by  violence. 
What  then,  faid  the  Major,  is  the  ftate  of  a  Governor  in  India, 
if  acting  up  to  his  duty  ;  if  recording  the  principles  upon  which 
he  acls,  and  tranfmitting  repeated  intelligence  to  his  confti- 
tuents  of  having  fo  acting,  he  fhall  be  liable,  at  a  diftant  pe- 
riod, to  be  called  to  an  account  for  what  he  did  years  ago,  and 
his  fuperiors  approved  of?  for  filence,  in  fuch  a  cafe^  was  ap- 
probation. Thefe  circumftances,  it  was  trUe,  were  not  re- 
ported by  the  Selc6l  Committee,  nor  perhaps  known  by  the 
Right  Hon.  Gentleman,  when  he  talked  of  the  pound  of  flefli, 
and  the  bond  of  the  Jew.  The  Select  Committee  merely  re- 
ported, that  the  Directors  had  taken  no  notice  of  the  firft  com- 
munication. 

Here  Major  Scott  was  called  tc  order  by  Mr.  Wilberforce, 
and  cxcufed  himfelf  by  faying,  that  he  really  conceived  the  ad- 
journed debate  alluded  to  the  whole  bufinefs  of  Friday  laft,  and 
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ilbt  merely  to  the  Motion,  or  he  fliould  not  have  intruded  fo 
long  upon  the  indulgence  of  the  Houfe. 

Mr.  Fox.  Mr.  Fox^  who  juftified  his  own  condu61:,  and  that  of  his 
friends,  relative  to  the  difcuflion  now  before  the  Houfe.  He 
fpoke  concerning  the  tranfadion  of  Benares  ;  and  faid,  that  no 
provocation,  or  malicious  anjmadyerfion,  would  make  him  de- 
viate from  the  duty  which  he  owed  t)\e  public. 

Mr.Frands.  Mr.  Francis  gave  his  opinion  about  the  trapfa(r5:ion  of  Be- 
nares, and  reprobated  the  meafure.  He  nientioned,  that  the. 
Court  of  Directors  had  a6ted  inconfiftently,  and  that  they  ha4' 
never  done  their  duty,  otherwife  they  would  have  checked  Mr;» 
Haftings's  abufe  of  power.  He  was  fully  perfuaded,  that  many 
papers  were  necellary  for  the  elucidation  of  the  prefent  bufmefs, 
Some  Gentlemen  had  infmuated,  that  Mr.  Haftings's  influence 
was  under  the  controul  of  the  Company  at  home  ;  but  he  could 
not  aflent  to  this  obfervation,  as  h,e  bad  been  convinced  of  the 
contrary.  Refponfibility  of  the  nature  alluded  to,  was  attached 
tb  power ;  and  as  Mr.  Haftings  pofTefied,  or  feemed  to  poffeftj, 
that  refponfibility,  it  confequcntly  mufl:  be  admitf:ed,  that  he 
had  a  very  extenfive  influence,  nay,  that  his  power  had  beej^ 
almoft  unlimited.  From  the  death  of  Colonel  Monfon,  Mff' 
Haftings  had  been  omnipotent  in  his  adminiftration  ;  and  the 
flagitious  tranfadions  of  Oude  originated  from  this  acceflion  of 
power.  The  evils  in  that  country  grew  to  an  alarming  exteirf^ 
and  were  cherifhed  by  the  orders  and  permjflion  of  Mr.  Haft- 


iriss. 


)Mr.  Burke.  Mr.  Burke  made  a  few  obfervations  on  the  difagreeable  fitu- 
ation  he  was  under,  refpe<Sling  the  crirnination  of  Mr.  Haft- 
ings, and  faid  that  he  was  called  upon  and  driven  to  thp  bufi- 
nefs  he  had  now  engaged  to  profecute. 

|klt.W.Pitt,  The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  declared,  that  the  prefent 
affair  was  of  confiderable  moment  to  the  honour  and  dignity 
of  the  Britifti  nation  j  and  therefore  he  hoped,  that  every  Gerir- 
tleman  would  readily  give  his  afliftance  on  the  occafion.  Hi 
congratulated  the  jHoufe  on  the  apparei^t  moderation  of  thofe 

Gentle- 


A.  1/^6.]  DEBATES,.  ^^ 

Gentlemen  who  ftood  forward  on  the  bufmefs  ;  and  was  per- 
fuadedj  that  the  temperance  which  marked  their  proceedings, 
would  greatly  conduce  to  accelerate  the  inveftigation;  Every 
paper  which  was  material  to  elucidate  the  fubjedl  ought  to  be 
produced  j  but  he  was  convinced,  that  the  Honourable  Gen-* 
tleman  who  had  undertaken  the  accufation,  would  not  infift 
upon  the  production  of  papers  which  might  tend  to  expofe  oujr 
fyftem  of  Afiatic  policy.  He  would  eafily  fee  the  impropriety 
of  fuch  a  meafure,  confequently  reftridl  himfelf  merely  to  pa- 
pers of  general  information,  relative  to  the  prefent  fituation  of 
our  pofleflions  in  the  Eaft.  Apprehending  the  Honourable 
Gentleman  would  find  it  neceffary  to  call  for  many  papers,  he 
hoped  that  he  would  be  ready,  if  thought  requifite,  to  ftate  his 
reafons  for  the  production  of  the  documents  which  he  might 
want,  and  thus  proceed  fairly  and  candidly  on  the  fubjeCt. 
There  was  likewife  another  obfervation  vi^hich  occurred  to  him. 
The  evidence,  as  in  fimilar  cafes,  would  undoubtedly  be  com- 
plicated J  therefore,  in  order  to  explain  matters,  and  render 
every  ftep  plain  to  any  Gentleman,  he  thought  it  would  be 
laudable,  prlmfj  facie,  to  ftate  the  grounds  of  fufpicion,  or  the 
caufes  for  a  belief  of  fuch  enormity.  It  was  not  enough  to 
fay,  as  a  Right  Honourable  Gentleman  had  declared, — "  I  an* 
of  opinion  that  Mr.  Haftings  is  one  of  the  greateft  criminals 
on  the  face  of  the  earth.  I  am  of  opinion,  that  all  the  misfor- 
tunes of  Oude  and  Benares,  proceed  from  his  mifconducS,  and" 
that  confequently  he  ought  to  receive  the  punifhment  which 
his  crimes  merit."  This  was  not  fufficient.  The  particular 
z6\i:  of  enormity  or  mifmanagement  ought  to  be  fpecified,  and 
care  fhould  be  taken  neither  to  exaggerate  or  extenuate.  He 
was  neither  a  determined  friend  nor  foe  to  Mr'.  Haftings  ;  but 
he  was  refolved  to  fupport  the  principles  of  juftice  and  equity. 
He  recommended  a  cool  and  moderate  deliberation ;  and  that 
every  Gentleman  ought  to  be  governed  by  the  free  impulfe  of 
his  own  mind.  If  a  Committee  were  appointed,  he  hoped 
that  it  would  be  decided  by  thera,  whether  or  not,  after  exa- 

mination. 
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iiiination,  the  evidence  or  papers  produced  were  fufficient  to 
criminate  the  delinquent.  If  crimes  of  enormity  were  proved 
beyond  a  doubt,  the  chara£ler  of  that  Houfe,  the  reputation  of 
the  Britifli  name,  the  honour  arid  dignity  of  the  human  fpecies, 
demanded  fUpport ;  and  he  hoped  that  the  juftice  which  was  fo 
loudly  applauded  from  all  quarters  of  the  Houfe,  woiild  be  rouzed 
to  vengeance.  We  ought  to  watch  our  honour  with  the  ftrift- 
cft  eyes  of  jcatoufy,  and  fpurn  at  any  project  which  might  tend 
to  the  fubverfion  of  this  laudable  virtue.  What  has  been  ad- 
vanced on  the  one  fide  of  the  Houfe,  goes  to  a  prefumption  or 
fufpicion,  that  Mr.  Haftings  is  guilty;  and  what  has  been 
Hated  on  the  other,  operates  as  an  exculpation.  The  caufeS 
and  efFe£ls  of  the  grievances  complained  ofj  muft  be  nicely  dif- 
tinguifhed  ;  and  the  decifion  Ihould  be  regulated  by  the  ftri^left 
impartiality.  Mr.  Haftings,  notwithftanding  aflertions  to  the 
contrary,  may  be  as  innocent  as  the  child  unborn  of  the  mat- 
ter with  which  he  is  accufed ;  but  he  is  now  under  the  eye  and  | 
fufpicion  of  Parliament,  and  his  innocence  or  guilt  muft  be 
proved  by  incontcftable  evidence.  He  was  of  opinion,  that  it 
would  be  neceflary  to  move  for  many  fupplementary  papers,  in 
order  to  explain  certain  documents,  which  might  ferve  to  il- 
luftrate  the  tranfadlions  in  the  Eaft. — It  would  be  impoflible, 
from  the  multiplicity  of  written  evidence,  to  avoid  confufionj 
but  if  Gentlemen  proceeded  to  a£l  cordially,  the  bufinefs  would  | 
be  greatly  facilitated  j  and  he  declared,  that  he  would  confidef 
it  as  a  duty  incumbent  upon  him,  to  give  every  afUftance  in  bis  ' 
power. 

Mr.  Fox.  Mr.  Fox  made  a  few  remarks  on  the  manner  of  proceeding, 
and  objected  in  fome  refpe£ls  to  the  Right  Hon.  Gentleman's 
idea  of  a  Committee. 

Mr.LeMe-      jyjf   Le  Mefurier  hid.  that  the  evidence  at  the  India-Houfe, 

funer.  •'  _       . 

neceflary  to  be  examined,  confifted  of  fix  volumes  in  folio. 

A  defultary  converfation  then  took  place  between  Mr.  Burke, 
Major  Scott,  Mr.  Dundas,  Mr.  Grenville,  Mr.  Francis,  &c. 

&c. 


A,  1786.]  DEBATES.  j^j. 

&c.  when  the  motion,  having  undergone  a  trifling  amendment, 
was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Burke  then  fubmitted.  to  the  Houfe  a  number  of  other  Mr.B«rkc. 
motions  for  the  produ(5lion  of  various,  papers,  fome  of  which 
were  agreed  to,  and  others  rejedled  ;  after  which  the  Houfe  ad- 
journed. ...... 

TVedtiefday,  February  22. 

S    H    O    P       T    A    Xi 

Mr.  Fox'  yefterday  rbfe  in  his  place,  and  faid,  when  he  had  Mr.  Fox. 
the  honour  to  prefent  the  Petition  of  the  fhoplceepers  of  Weft- 
minfter,  praying  a  repeal  of  the  Adl  impofing  a  tax  on  retail 
fhops,  he  had  no  inftru6tions  to  move,  that  the  petitioners 
might  be  heard  by-  themfelves  or  counfel ;  but  having  under- 
ftood  fince,  that  fuch  was  their  defire,  he  begged  leave  to  make 
the  neceflary  motion  for  that  purpofe.  Mr*  Fox  moved  ac- 
cordingly>  and  leave  was  given. 

F  OR  IT  I  C  AT  IONS. 

Mr.  Baftard  faid,  before  the  Houfe  proceeded  to  enter  upon  Mr.Baftari* 
the  difcuffion  of  the  great  queftion  of  fortifying  the  dock-yards, 
he  conceived  they. ought  to  have  the  fulleft  information  on  the 
fubjedb  that  could  pofTibly  be  got  at.  He  vi'ould  therefore  make 
a  motion,  which  would  fufficiently  fpeak  its  own  purport ;  and 
as  the  time  of  the  Houfe  would  be  fully  occupied  by  the  De- 
bates about  to  be  brought  on  that  davi,  he  would  barely  make 
his  motion.  Mr.  Baftard  then  moved  for  a  Copy  of  the  Re- 
port of  the  Officers  appointed  to  infpeft  into  the  ftate  of  for- 
tifications at  Plymouth  in  1784. 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  replied,  that  when  any  in-  Mr. W.Pitt, 
formation  was  demanded  by  any  Honourable  Member  he  al- 
ways felt  the  ftrongeft  inclination  to  have  it  granted,  where  it 
was  poffible  to  be  done  confidently  with  the  interefts  and  fafety 
of  the  nation.  That  the  information  now  required  was  not  of 
that  defcription,  he  apprehended,  needed  no  other  proof  than 
barely  to  read  the  title  of  the  papers  called  for  by  the  Honour- 
able 
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aj)le  Gentleman's  motion  j  he  accordingly  read  it  to  the  Houfe^ 
and  it  appeared  to  be  an  account  of  the  places  and  means  by 
which  an  enemy  could  eafieft  efFe6l  an  invafion. 

MnBaftard.  Mr.  Bajiard  rofe  again  and  faid,  he  could  not  conceive  that 
any  bad  or  dangerous  eonfequences  could  pbflibly  refult  from 
laying  upon  the  table  the  copy  of  a  Report  made  fo  long  fince  j 
but  as  he  held  a  Copy  of  the  Report  in  his  hand,  he  would 
read  it  as  a  part  of  his  fpeech.  Mr.  Baftard  was  proceeding  to 
read  the  Report,  when 

Mr.W.PlH.  The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  ftopt  him  and  faid^  that  he 
could  never  acquiefce  in  any  Gentleman's  reading  as  a  part  of 
his  fpeech,  a  paper,  purporting  to  be  an  official  document, 
without  ftating  to  the  Houfe  how  he  had  obtained  it,  that  fo 
they  might  know  it  to  be  authentic.  It  was  alfo,  whether  au- 
thentic or  not,  irregular,  and  highly  improper  for  any  paper  of 
fuch  a  nature  to  be  exhibited  without  an  order  of  the  Houfe 
for  producing  it,  for  the  Houfe  at  large  could  only  be  a  proper 
judge  of  its  necefllty  and  ufefulnefs. — He  went  fhortly  into  the 
cjueftion,  and  flated,  that  any  information  that  could  be  derived 
from  the  Report  ijow  moved  for,  would  in  itfelf  be  abfolutely 
nugatory^  becaufe  the  refult  of  the  Report  by  a  Board  of  Mili- 
tary and  Naval  Officers,  (whofe  competence  no  Gentleman 
could  poffibly  queftion)  comprehended  and  involved  the  refult 
of  the  former  one ;  and  from  the  nature  of  the  fubject  of  that 
Report  which  he  had  juft  read  to  the  Houfe,  it  would  appear^ 
that  nothing  but  its  general  refult  could  with  fafety  be  made 
public. 

Mr.Biftard.  Mr.  Bajiard  roffe  a  third  tlme^  and  faid^  he  wiflied  not  by 
any  means  to  infringe  upon  the  orders  or  praftice  of  proceed- 
ing iji  that  Houfe,  and  if  he  had  done  fo  in  any  degree,  he 
begged  it  might  be  imputed  to  his  not  being  fufficiently  expe- 
rienced in  their  mode  of  proceeding.  With  regard  to  the  Re* 
port,  as  he  found  it  to  be  irregular  to  read  it,  he  would  not  pro- 
ceed, but  would  content  himfelf  with  faying,  that  the  whole 
jet  of  the  queftions  and  anfwers  in  that  Report,  went  to  efta- 
4  bliOi 
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■  blifh  it  as  a  pofition  not  to  hb  difputed,  that  an  enemy  might 
efFea  an  Invafion  if  no  attempt  was  made  to  oppofe  and  repel 
their  efforts  j  juft  as  if  a  perfon  was  to  a(k,  if  an  enemy  could 
make  a  landing  behind  the  Speaker's  Chair  ?  and  the  anfv.'er 
given  was  to  be,  "Undoubtedly;  if  no  endeavour  is  exerted 
to  prevent  it." 

iVIr.  Bajlard  withdrew  his  motion. 

Captain  Macbrlde  rofe  to  make  his  promifed  Motion,  vi^hich  Captalrt 
was,  he  faid,  for  a  paper,  that  in  his  idea  could  not  pofTibly 
produce  any  inconvenience,  or  afford  the  leaft  information  to 
the  enemies  of  the  country,  that  might  afFecl  the  fafety  of  the 
State.  When  the  Board  of  Enquiry  fat  at  Plymouth,  the  Na- 
val Officers  entered  a  minute  on  their  proceedings,  infifting  ,on 
having  before  them  the  Report  of  Lieutenant  Hawkins^  Engi- 
neer, who  had  infpefted  the  coaft  of  Whitefand  Bay  j  that  Re- 
port had  been  before  them,  and  when  that  was  feen,  and  the 
opinion  of  the  Naval  Officers  upon  it,  it  would  be  found, 
that  the  Naval  Officers  opinion  was  dire6^1y  in  the  teeth  of  the 
fortifications.  The  Captain  concluded  with  moving  for  a  copy 
of  the  Naval  Officers  Minute,  and  of  Lieutenant  Hav/kins's 
Report. 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  again  declared  his  uneafmefs  Mr.W.Pith 
at  being  obliged  to  withhold  from  any  Honourable  Gentle- 
man, fuch  aids  and  materials  as  he  might  judge  neceffary  for 
his  own  information,  or  that  of  the  Houfe,  on  a  fubject  of 
fuch  importance  as  the  prefent  j  but  his  duty  as  a  fervant  of  the 
public,  and  as  refponfible  for  the  fecurity  of  the  nation,  he 
could  by  no  means  give  his  affent  to  the  Motion  that  had  been 
made.  The  Report  of  Lieutenant  Hawkins  was  on  a  fubjecl 
of  a  very  delicate  nature,  and  related  to  the  practicability  of  ad. 
enemy's  landing  on  Whitefand  Bay,  and  the  coafl  adjacent, 
from  the  R.amhead  to  Eaft  Looe,  an  extent  of  feveral  miles  j 
and  gave  a  particular  detail  of  the  tides,  the  foundings,  the 
fmall  harbours  and  inlets,  the  anchorage,  and  other  materiaj 
objeits  to  be  confidered.  vvith  regard  to  the  pradticability  at 

Vol.  L  O  an 
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an  enemy's  landing,  likewife  of  the  various  circumftances  of 
fituation,  of  diflance  of  ground,  and  of  the  time  and  difficulty 
that  would  attend  the  landing  of  troops,  horfes  and  artillery  ; 
and  the  probability  there  was  in  cafe  of  their  landing,  that 
they  would  be  able  to  penetrate  the  country  in  order  to  make  an 
attack  on  the  dock-yards,  together  with  the  time  that  it  might 
be  expe6led  frigates  could  remain  upon  the  coaft  for  the  pur- 
pofe  of  effetSting  and  covering  the  debarkation,  from  which  it 
muft  appear  to  the  Houfe,  how  exceedingly  incompatible  with 
wifdom  anil  policy  it  would  be,  to  have  it  laid  before  the  public 
in  the  manner  now  demanded. 
Captain  Captain  Macbride  made  a  (hort  reply,  in  which  he  difclaimed 

Macbridc.  ^  ^  .         ^  , 

any  intention  of  movmg  for  any  papers,  that  could  convey  in- 
formation to  the  enemy  ;  and  obferved,  that  the  landing  muft 
be  effe£led  before  the  enemy  could  proceed  to  penetrate  the 
country  •,  and  that  confcquently  the  naval  part  of  the  queftion 
was  effential  to  the  Houfe,  as  a  primary  confideration  to  any 
confequences  that  might  take  place,  after  the  enemy  once  got 
on  fhorc.  The  Captain  ridiculed  the  idea  of  our  having  it  in 
our  power  to  communicate  any  intelligence  refpe(Sing  the  Bri- 
tilh  coafts  to  the  enemy ;  he  faid,  they  knew  them  full  as  well 
as  we  did  ourfelves,  as  every  body  might  recolleil:,  when  it  was 
eonfidered,  that  the  French  fifhing-boats  were  perpetually  over 
in  our  bays  and  harbours  ;  befides,  was  it  to  be  imagined,  that 
they  would  attempt  to  land  in  corners,  and  on  fuch  parts  of 
our  coafts  as  they  faw  our  cruizcrs  carefully  avoiding,  as  dan- 
gerous in  the  extreme. 
Mr.W.Pitt.  'i"he  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  difclaimed  any  feelings  of  a 
perfonal  nature  on  the  fubjetl  of  the  Report  moved  for,  which 
he  faid,  it  was  impofTible  to  impute  to  him,  with  any  (hadow 
of  propriety  or  jullice.  He  paid  Captain  Macbride  a  high 
complimenr,  declaring,  that  it  was  impoflible  for  him  who 
knew  the  Flon.  Gentleman's  zeal  for  the  fervice  of  his  country, 
and  the  great  reputation  he  had  acquired  in  the  difcharge  of  his 
profellional  duty,  to  fufpecl  for  a  moment,  any  but  the  pttreft 

inten- 
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intentions  to  have  influenced  him  in  m:iking  his  Mctiori.     Pie 
argued  ftrongly  againft  the  attempting  to  go  into  the  detail  of 
the  Report,  as  the  Gentleman  oppofite  feemed  inclined  to  do, 
by  obferving,  that  as  the  fubjedl  matter  of  the  Report  was  of 
fuch  a  nature,  as  appeared  to  the  Houfe  to  be   improper  for 
them  to  inveftigate  ;  and  as  they  had,  as  it  had  been  well  faid 
in  that  Houfc,  "  fent  the  queftion  to  an  arbitration,"  by  di- 
redting  that  a  Board  fhould  be  appointed   for  the  purpofe,  be- 
caufe  the  bufinefs  could  be  done  more  elFetSlually  and  more  fe- 
cretly  in  that  mode  than  by  a  parliamentary  enquiry,  it  was  de- 
parting from  the  principle  of  the  Houfe  now  to  enter  upon  the 
minute  parts  of  the  fubjeil,  which  it  had  already  avowed  itfelf 
incapable  of  examining  with  propriety.     He  demanded  an  ex- 
planation from  the  Hon.  Gentleman,  whether  he  intended  to 
flate,  that  the  land  officers  diflented  in  their  opinion  from  the 
report  of  Lieutenant  Hawkins,  or  that  the  naval  officers  had 
difapproved  of  the  fyftem  of  fortifications  in   toio  ;  a  pofition, 
which,  as  the  Honourable  Gentlem.an  had  not  abfolutely  affirm- 
ed, he  could  without  any  rudenefs  direflly  contradict,  as  the 
very  firft  article  of  the  Report  went  to  eftablifli  the  neceflity  of 
fortifications,  by  a  unanimous  vote  of  the  whole  Board.     Cap- 
tain Macbride  replied,  and  then  a  loofe  and  defultory  conver- 
fation  followed  between  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  Cap- 
tain Macbride,  Mr.  Marfham,    and  Captain  James   Luttfell, 
till  at  length  Captain  Macbride  withdrev/  his  Motion. 

General  Burgoyne  made  a  fliort  fpeech,  in  which  he  pointed  ■:>!.?. aJ 
out  two  omifEons  in  the  Extrads  from  the  Report»of  the  Board  ^"'■"°>'^^' 
of  Naval  and  Military  Officers,  that  appeared  to  hini  to  be 
material.  The  General  faid,  he  did  not  mean  to  caft  any  im- 
putation whatever,  or  to  have  it  imagined  that  he  thought  the 
ouiiflions  wilful,  he  did  not  believe  they  were,  but  he  thought 
it  right  to  mention  them.  He  faid  further,  that  althouo-h  he 
was  as  fully  prepared  upon  the  fubje£l,  as  ever  he  fnould  be,  vet 
he  had  a  Motion  to  make  for  fome  papers,  to  which  he  did  not 
forefee  the  poffibility  of  an  objedion  j  but  which,  in  his  humbJe 

O  2  judg- 
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judgment,  were  fo  important  and  fo  highly  receflary  to  be  be- 
fore the  Houfe,  that  the  Houfe  would  not  be  ripe  to  proceed  to 
difcufs  the  queftion  of  fortifications,  till  after  the  papers  were 
on  the  Table.  I'he  General  then  moved  for  "  a  return  of  the 
infantry  in  the  kingdom,  the  number  of  efFe6lives,  and  the  de- 
ficiencies to  complete  the  eftablifliment,  in  the  year  1779." 
This  Motion  occafioned  another  converfation  of  fome  length. 

Mr. Martin.  Mr.  Alartin  profefTed  himfelf  an  advocate  for  all  the  infor- 
mation that  could  be  got,  but  declared  no  one  of  the  papers 
moved  for  that  day,  went  to  the  removal  of  the  objection  he 
felt  to  the  propofed  fyftem  of  fortificatio'iis  j  and  that  was,  that 
the  adoption  of  that  fyilem  would  make  an  increafe  of  the 
Itanding  army  necefiary ;  a  matter  which  he  was  too  much  of 
a  Whig  to  give  his  cont'ent  to,  notwithftanding  the  good  opi- 
nion he  entertained  of  the  Noble  Duke  at  the  head  of  the  Ord- 
nance, and  the  great  partiality  of  his  mind  to  his  Majefty's  prc- 
fent  Minifters,  who  he  hoped  would  long  remain  in  pofleffion 
of  his  Majefty's  confidence,  and  the  confidence  of  the  people. 
Mr.  Martin  faid  forther,  that  he  did  not  confider  the  queftion 
of  fortifications  as  a  perfonal  one,  nor  did  he  fpeak  from  pri- 
vate motives  of  any  kind  ;  but  he  thought  it  his  duty  to  declare 
his  genuine  fejitiments,  and  he  hoped  every  friend  of  the  Mi- 
nifter  would  give  his  gentnine  fentim>ents  on  the  fubjeit  likewife, 

r>Ir.W.F;tt.  The  Chancellor  rf  the  Exchequer  entirely  coincided  in  prin- 
ciple, as  in  general  he  had  the  good  fortune  and  honour  to  do 
wiih  the  H'>n,  Gentleman,  that  an  increafe  of  the  ftanding 
army  would  indeed  occafion  an  almoft  infurmountable  objec- 
tion to  the  accompliftiment  of  the  plan  under  eonfideration  ; 
but  he  alFured  him  and  the  Houfe,  that  they  need  be  under  no 
apprehenfions  of  any  fiich  necefTity  arifing  from  the  fortifica- 
tions propofed  beins;  carried  into  execution.  He  would,  he  de- 
clared, undertake  to  prove  to  the  fatisfaftion  of  every  unpre- 
judiced perfon,  that  fo  far  from  rendering  it  n-eceffary  to  increafe 
the  ftanding  army,  they  would  operate  in  the  diredl  contrary 
wayj  and  afibcd  the  means  of  defending  the  kingdom  in,  cafe 

of 
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of  an  invafion,  with  a  much  fmaller  force  than  at  prefent  was 
neceflary.  As  to  the  moved  for  paper,  he  could  fee  no  fort  of 
iieceility  for  it,  but  it  appeared  to  him  to  relate  to  one  of  thofe 
matters  that  formed  the  immediate  duty  of  the  executive  go- 
vernment. 

Mr.  Fax  faid,  if  the  Right  Honourable  Gentleman  really  Mr.  Fsx. 
meant  to  refift  fuch  a  Motion  as  that  of  his  Honourable  Friend, 
it  would  be  better  to  fay  at  once,  fortificadon  was  not  a  fit  quef- 
tion  for  that  Houfe  to  difcufs;  for  was  it  poflible  for  the  Houfe 
to  form  any  opinion  refpediing  the  propriety  of  making  fortifi- 
cations, if  they  were  not  allowed  the  means  of  judging  upon 
the  fubjedt  ?  It  was  admitted,  he  conceived,  on  all  hands,  that 
fortifications  muft  necefiarily  be  confidered  in  one  of  thefe  two 
lights :  they  would  either  prove  a  flrength  to  the  kingdom,  or 
they  would  add  to  its  weaknefs  ;  and,  in  cafe  of  an  invafion, 
ilrengthen  the  enemy.  This  muft  depend  altogether  on  our 
capacity  of  manning  them,  and  keeping  them  in  our  own  hands ; 
and  how  was  that  matter  to  be  decided  and  afcertained  ?  It  could 
be  known  only  by  two  means, — he  fhould  prefume  no  good 
Miniller  would  refort  to  the  fuppofition,  what  might  happen  to 
be  the  internal  force  of  the  kingdom  at  any  future  period, — he 
furely  would  not,  but  v/ould  look  back  to  what  the  internal 
force  of  the  country  had  been  in  former  periods  of  danger.  Mr. 
Fox  faid,  he  would  not  take  upon  him  to  pronounce,  that  the 
year  1779  was  the  beft  year  to  be  feleded  for  the  objefts  of  the 
motion  ;  or  whether  it  would  not  be  proper  to  felecSl  a  feries  of 
years,  in  order  that  the  matter  might  be  more  fairly  viewed  and 
determined  ;  but  at  any  rate  he  faw  not  the  utility  of  the  Houfe's 
proceeding  to  the  debate  upon  the  fortifications,  without  hav- 
ing fome  fuch  papers  before  them,  as  his  Right  Hon.  Friend 
had  moved  for. 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  vc^Wc^,  that  he  fhould  have  jvjr.V/.Pltt. 

looked  upon  it  as  a  reafonable  and  fair  opinion  for  Gentlemen 

to  entertain,  that  his  Majefty's  Minlfters  would  not  come  to 

Parliament  to  require  money  for  the  erection  of  fortifications, 

••  O  3  vvithouc 
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without  having  firfl:  duly  confidered  the  profpecfH  there  was  of 
being  able  to  garrifon  them  properly;  and  that  was  what  he 
meant  when  he  gave  it  as  his  opinion,  that  the  object  of  the 
jnotion  Teemed  to  him  to  relate  to  one  branch  of  the  peculiar 
fun6'cions  of  the  executive  Government.  If,  however,  the  Houfe 
thought  it  a  fubjecl  neceffary  for  them  to  enquire  into,  he  had 
no  fort  of  objeilion  to  confent  to  the  Motion,  except  that 
wliich  naturally  arofe  in  his  mind,  at  feeing  the  attendance  of  a 
full  Houfe  on  a  fubjecS:  of  great  importance,  and  having  Gen- 
tlemen difappointed  and  fent  away  without  entering  on  the  bufi- 
nefs  they  expected  to  have  finifiied.  But  he  wondered  the  Right 
Hon.  Gentlemanfhould  not  have  before  now  made  up  his  mind  on 
that  part  of  the  fubject,  as  he  believed  he  could  fafely  fay,  that 
the  fydem  of  fortifications  had  been  at  one  time  under  the  con- 
fideration  of  the  Right  Hon.  Gentleman  himfelf,  and  by  him 
as  a  Minifl:er  approved  of.  He  fhould  therefore  expeft,  that 
when  the  bufinefs  came  regularly  forward,  the  Right  Hon. 
Gentleman  would  have  no  obje6tion  to  ftate  and  explain  the 
reafons  that  had  induced  him  to  change  his  opinion,  if  he  had 
in  fact  changed  it  upon  the  fubjed.  He  ftiould  by  all  means 
confent  to  the  motion,  notwithdanding  his  regret  at  having  the 
bufmefs  of  the  day  poftponed ;  but  he  hoped  this  was  the  laft 
delay  of  fuch  a  nature'  that  was  intended  to  be  given  to  it ;  and 
beggcJ,  that  if  any  gentleman  had  a  defire  for  more  informa- 
tion than  had  been  already  granted,  he  would  now  move  for  it, 
as  he  fliould  by  no  means  confent  to  any  further  procraftination 
cn  any  pretence  whatfoever. 
Mr.  Fo-i.  p^j.^  jr^^  j-^fg  again  and  faid,  his  Hon.  Friend  meant  to  have 

made  the  motion  yefterday,  but  it  v/as  well  known  he  could 
not  do  it,  as  there  was  no  Houfe  ;  as  to  himfelf,  he  really  had 
never  read  the  Report  till  it  was  printed ;  and  the<-efore  could 
not  be  a  judge  whether  the  papers  now  moved  for  would  be 
■  neceffary  or  not,  before  the  Report  was  delivered  out  to  the 
Members  of  that  Houfe.  As  to  what  the  Right  Hon.  Gen- 
tleman had  faid  of  his  having  at  one  time  minifterially  confix 

dered 
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dered  and  approved  of  the  propofed  fyftem  of  Fortification,  he 
would  fay  one  thing,  and  the  Right  Hon.  Gentleman  might 
make  the  moft  of  it;  it  was  this,  that  whatever  opinion  he 
might  have  lightly  taken  up  at  a  former  period  upon  any  given 
fubje6l,  which  at  a  diftance  of  time  came  to  be  more  immedi- 
ately under  his  confideration,  and  he,  after  a  fecond  and  ma- 
turer  deliberation,  found  reafon  to  think  differently,  he  fhould 
never  be  aftiamed  of  acknowledging  that  he  had  changed  his  mind. 

Mr.  Coiirtenay  faid,  he  rofe  for  a  moment,  and  (hould  only 
obferve,  that  the  paper  miaiht  be  refufed  for  better  reafons  than  Mr.  Courtr- 
any  he  had  heard  advanced  that  night ;  as  the  producing  it      , 
would  give  the  public,  or  the  Houfe,  no  very  favourable  impref- 
fion  of  the  accuracy,  corre6lnefs,   and  principle  on  which  the 
NobleDuke  had profecuted  this  important  inveftigation.  Itvv^ould, 
perhaps,  appear,  that  the  Board  of  Naval  and  Land  Officers  had 
previoufly  determined  that  22,000  men  were  amply  iuiHcient 
for  the  defence   of  Portfmouth    and    Plymouth,  without  their 
having  any  return  of  the  military  eftablifhmcnt  before  them, 
and  confequently  without   knowing,  whether  fuch  a  number  of 
troops  could  be  fupplied.     On  the  fame  principle  they  muft 
have  determined,  by  implication,  on  the  ftrength  of  the  military 
eftablifliment  in  France,  as  they  rnuft  have  exactly  afcertaincd 
the  number  of  troops  with  v/hich  the  fuppofed  attack  could  pof- 
fibly  be  made,  and    againft  which   22,000,    in   their  opinion, 
would  be  an  adequate  defence  and  fecurity.     Was  it  not,  then, 
fomewbat  extraordinary,  that  thefe  two  moft  cfTential  points  were 
abfolutely  fixed  by  theNobleDuke  and  the  Board,  though  it  was 
now  admitted  by  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  that  no  re- 
turn, even  of  the  military  force  of  this  country,  had  been  laid 
before  them  j  ftill  lefs  muft  they  have  known  of  the  capability 
of  France  for  the  expe6led  attack. 

At  length  the  motion  was  amended,  and  made  to  comprehend 
the  force  of  the  kingdom  in  the  years  1778,  1779,  ^780,  1781, 
and  1782,  with  a  fpecific  account  of  the  diftribution  of  it,  du- 
ring the  months  of  June  and  December, 

O  4  Colonel 
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Coi.Norton.      Coloncl  Norton  moved  fOr  a  return  of  tlie  force  ftationed  at 
Portfmouth  and  Plymouth,  during  the  month  of  Auguft  in  the 
fame  years. 
Mr.  Sherl-        '^^■'^^'  ^^^^e^'^dan  moved  for  a  Copy  of  the   third  Datum;  the 
'^*"*  motion  was  refifted  by  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer.,    on  the 

ground,  that  the  Houfe  having  addreffed  his  Majefty,  and  left 
it  to  his  Majefty's  difcretion  to  lay  fuch  parts  of  the  Report 
only  before  the  Houfe  as  fhould  appear  proper  to  be  made  pub- 
lic, it  would  be  indecent  and  improper  to  call  for  thofe  parts 
that  his  Majefty>  in  his  difcretion,  had  thought  fit  to  withhold. 
Mr.  Sheridan  faid,  the  objedion  was  a  curious  one  to  come 
•  from  the  mouth  of  a  Minifter,  who,  v/hen  the  extracts  had  been 

granted,  had  exprefsly  told  the  Houfe,  that  if  when  they  came, 
they  appeared  deficient,  or  not  fufHciently  fatisfadory.  Gentle-, 
pi.en  might  called  for  additional  extrads. 
The  queflion  was  put  and  negatived. 

The  Houfe  rofe  at  EIGHT  o'clock,  it  having  been  previ- 
cufly  agreed,  that  the  confideration  of  the  Ordnance  Eftimates, 
with  the  queftion  of  the  Fortifications,  fhould  go  over  to  Alonday. 


Thurfday,   February  23. 

The  Houfe  proceeded  in  the  ufua!  manner  to  ballot  for  a  Com- 
mittee to  try  the  merits  of  the  Lancafler  Eledion  Petition,  and 
the  following  were  chofen  on  the  faid  Committee,  viz, 
Thomas  Steele,  Efq;  Chairman. 


Rob.  Colt,  Efq; 

Rob.  Burton,  Efq; 

Kenry  Cecil,  Efq; 

Arch.  Douglas,  Efq; 

John  Dawes,  Efq; 

Charles  Lefebre,  Efq; 

Nominees, 

Ed.  Phelips,  Efq;  I  John  Rolle,  Efq; 

The  Honiton  Committee  clofed,  and  reported,  that  the  de- 
termination of  the  Committee  v/as  in  favour  of  the  fitting 
Members.  A  pe- 


John  Mortlock,  Efq; 

Gabriel  Stev/ard,  Efqj 

John  Moore,  Efq; 

W.  Bellingham,  Efq; 

Lord  Apfley, 

Sir  Edward  Affleck,  Bart, 
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A  petition  irom  Derby,  and  alfo  a  petition  from  Stockport, 
were  prefented  and  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

The  Houfe  went  into  a  Committee  on  the  American  Trade 
Bill,  the  Marine  Bill,  and  the  Bill  to  regulate  the  Exportation 
of  Hops  to  Ireland^  went  through  the  fame,  and  ordered  the 
reports  to  be  received. 

Lord  Galway  acquainted  the  Houfe,  that  his  Majefty  had 
been  waited  upon  with  the  Addrefs  of  Wednefday  laft,  and 
had  been  gracioufly  pleafed  to  fay,  he  would  give  diredlions  ac- 
cordingly. 

Mr.  Dudley  Long  prefented  to  the  Houfe  of  Commons 
*'  minutes  of  the  evidence  of  Lieut.  Col.  Robert  Stewart,  taken 
by  the  Select  Committee  appointed  to  enquire  into  the  judica- 
ture in  Bengal."    The  fame  was  ordered  to  be  printed. 

A  petition  was  prefented  to  the  Houfe  from  Bewdley,  in  fa- 
vour of  the  Stourbridge  Canal.  The  fame  was  read,  and  or- 
dered to  lie  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Baftard  prefented  to  the  Houfe  a  Bill  "  to  prevent  fri- 
volous and  vexatious  fuits  in  the  Ecclefiaftical  Courts,  and  for 
the  more  eafy  recovery  of  fmall  tythes."  The  fame  was  read  a 
firft  time,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

As  foon  as  the  Houfe  had  gone  through  the  private  bufinefs, 
the  order  of  the  day  for  taking  into  confideration  the  petition 
from  the  Cities  of  London  and  Weftminfter,  the  Borough  of 
Southwark,  and  various  other  cities  and  towns,  praying  a  re- 
peal of  the  Act  impofing  a  Tax  on  Retail  Shops,  was  read,  and 
a  motion,  that  the  faid  petitions  be  referred  to  the  confideration 
of  a  Committee  of  the  whole  Houfe ;  the  fame  being  carried, 
the  Houfe  refolved  itfelf  into  a  Committee,  Mr.  M.  A.  Tay- 
lor in  the  chair,  when  counfel  was  called  to  the  bar  on  behalf 
of  the  City  of  London  petition,  and  fuch  others  as  had  prayed 
to  be  heard  againft  the  Ad  by  themfelves  or  counfel.  After  the 
counfel  had  faid  what  they  thought  neceffary  to  fay  in  behalf  of 
their  clients,  the  Houfe  proceeded  to  examine  witnefles,  and 
having  made  a  progrefs,  the  Chairman  was,  late  in  the  even-. 


2ar 
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ing,  defired  to  adjourn  the  Committee,  and  alk  leave  to  fit 
again. 


Friday,  February  24. 

'I 

India  Papers. 
MajorScott.  Major  Scott  faid,  that  from  the  time  the  Right  Hon.  Gentle- 
man (Mr.  Burke)  had  moved  for  his  papers,  he  had  been  very 
anxious  for  their  produdtion,  and  had  been  tvi^ice  at  the  India 
Houfe  in  order  to  learn  when  it  was  probable  they  would  be 
prefented  to  the  Houfe.  He  had  been  informed  that  morning, 
that  the  greateft  part  of  the  Papers  were  already  prepared,  and 
he  could  wifli  to  move,  that  fuch  as  were  ready  fhould  be  pre- 
fented without  any  delay,  that  the  Houfe  might  have  an  early 
opportunity  of  perufing  them.  He  could  aflure  the  Houfe, 
that  the  only  anxiety  he  felt  was  to  bring  forward  the  bufinefs 
as  quick  as  poflible  ;  and  that  anxiety  had  been  increafed  by  his 
obferving  what  was  doing  out  of  doors,  where  the  moft  fcan- 
dalous  mifreprcfentations  of  whkt  had  been  faid  in  that  Houfe' 
were  made.  He  well  knew,  that  fuch  mifreprcfentations  could- 
have  no  effe6l  upon  the  Houfe,  on  whofe  juftice  and  impar- 
tiality he  had  the  flrmell:  reliance  j  but  v^'hen  falfe  and  injurious 
calumnies  were  aflerted,  and  when  thofe  calumnies  were  im- 
puted to  a  Member  of  that  Houfe,  with  a  view  of  affecting  the 
character  of  a  man  who  had  long  held  a  very  high  office  abroad, 
it  was  a  matter  of  great  importance,  that  no  ftudied  or  un- 
necefl'ary  delay  fhould  be  ufed  in  bringing  forward  thofe  charges, 
to  fubftantiate  which  the  Papers  were  moved  for.  Major  Scott 
then  read  an  extract  from  a  news-paper,  purporting,  that  Mr, 
Burke  had  pledged  himfelf  to  prove,  that  by  the  exprefs  orders 
of  Mr.  Haftings,  fome  natives  in  India  had  been  put  to  the 
torture.  This,  the  Major  faid,  was  an  affertion  totaMy  void  of 
foundation.  The  Plonourable  Member,  he  was  informed,  had 
faid  no  fuch  thing.  Mr.  Haftings  knew  nothing  of  the  matter, 
and  he  was  fure  no  Englifhman  had  authorized  fuch  an  adl  of 

barbarity  ^ 
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barbarity ;  but  an  aflertion  of  this  kind  was  very  well  calcu- 
lated to  miflead  the  public,  and  he  would  therefore  move,  "  that 
as  faft  as  the  papers  could  be  got  ready,  they  ftiould  be  pro- 
duced to  the  Houfe." 

The  Speaker  told  the  Major  his  motion  was  informal  and 
unnecefiary. 

Militia. 
Mr.  Pye  moved,  that  the  Bill  for  reducing  all  the  Laws  re-  Mr.  Pye. 
lating  to  the  Militia  into  one  A61  of  Parliament,  be  committed 
for  Wednefday  fe'nnight. 

Mr.  Rolle  rofe,  and  exprefled  a  wifii  that  a  longer  time  had  Mr.  RoHe. 
been  given,  as  he  thought  a  Bill  introducing  a  new  fvftem  with 
regard  to  the  Militia,  a  matter  of  infinite  importance,  and  a 
matter  upon  which  the  country  ought  to  be  confulted.  The 
affizes  were,  he  obferved,  coming  on  ;  it  appeared,  therefore,  to 
be  highly  proper  that  the  Bill  fhould  not  be  hurried  through  the 
Houfe,  but  that  it  fliould  at  leaft  wait  till  after  the  aflizes  were 
over,  and  the  refpedllve  Grand  Juries  had  been  allowed  to  pafs 
their  judgment  upon  It.  He  added,  that  he  was  not  afhamed 
of  meeting  his  conftltuents,  and  confulting  them  as  to  their 
wlfhes  upon  great  public  occafions.  U  the  Bill  were  not  to  be 
urged  on  farther  at  prefent,  he  fhould  have  an  opportunity  of 
feeing  his  conftltuents,  and  knowing  their  fentiments,  which  he 
could  not  pofiibly  make  himfqlf  mafter  of  if  the  BUI  was  to  go 
to  a  Committee  fo  early. 

Mr.  Pye  fald,  the  Bill  was  not  to  be  confidered  as  a  new  Mr.  Pyc 
Bill,  but  merely  as  a  Bill  that  reduced  all  the  Militia  Laws  into 
one  A61.  There  were  alfo  parts  In  the  Bill  that  furely  would 
meet  with  the  approbation  of  the  Houfe,  as  they  went  to  fav- 
ings  J  in  particular,  a  claufe  enading,  that  the  men  fhould  be 
balloted  for  five  years  inftead  of  three.  He  hoped  therefore 
the  Bill,  which  certainly  did  not  contain  much  novel  matter, 
would  be  allowed  to  ftand  committed  for  Wednefday  fe'nnight. 

Mr.  Rolle  rofe  again  and  faid,  the  Hon.  Gentleman  had  him-  Mr.  Rolle. 
fclf  mentioned  a  circumftance  of  confiderable  importance,  and 

fufficient. 
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fufficient,  in  his  mind,  to  induce  the  Houic  to  agree  to  poftpone 
the  conimitment  of"  the  Bill ;  he  ihould  therefore  move^^  by  way 
of   amendment,    that  the    Bill   be  committed  for   the  3d  of 
April. 
Colonel  Colonel  y^f///i?r^  faid,  the  circumuance  of  changing  the  pe- 

riod for  which  the  men  were  to  be  ballotted  for,  from  three  years 
to  five,  was  not  a  part  of  the  printed  Bill,  but  was  left  blank 
for  the  Houfe  in  the  Committee  to  decide  as  they  thought 
proper. 

Mr.Rolie.  Mr.  Rolle  got  up  a  third  time,  and  faid,  he  had,  during  th€ 
recefs,  written  to  an  Hon.  Gentleman  oppofite  to  him,  to  know 
"what  were  to  be  the  alterations  in  refpecSi  to  the  Militia  that 
were  to  be  introduced  into  the  Bill  j  and  the  Hon.  Gentleman 
had  written  him  in  anfwer,  that  the  Bill  was  not  fufficiently  di- 
gefted  for  him  to  ftate  what  they  were  :  as  therefore  the  Hon, 
Gentlemen  who  had  undertaken  to  prepare  the  Bill  had  fpent 
fo  much  time  about  the  fubje£V,  furely  other  Country  Gentle- 
men ought  to  have  an  opportunity  of  confidering  the  Bill  ma- 
turely, and  confulting  their  conftituents  refpeding  it. 

Mr.  Mar-        Mr.  Marjham  declared  it  was  true,  that  the  Hon.  Gentle- 
^^'  man  had  written  to  him  v^hen  he  was  in  the  country  j   and  it 

was  equally  true,  that  he  had  in  return  fent  him  word,  that  the 
whole  of  the  Bill  was  not  at  that  time  digefted ;  but  he  had  at 
the  fame  time  informed  him  of  the  propofal  to  change  the  pe- 
riod of  ballotting  the  men  for  five  years  inftead  of  three  j  the 
Hon.  Gentleman,  therefore,  had  been  apprized  of  that  circum- 
ilance,  upon  which  he  now  feemed  to  lay  fo  much  ftrefs,  long 
enough  to  confult  his  conftituents  refpecting  it. 

Mr,  Jolliffe.  Mr.  JoUiffe  declared,  he  felt  much  inclined  to  have  feconded, 
the  Hon.  Gentleman's  motion,  as  the  Bill  in  queltion  was  not. 
only  important  in  a  general  fenfe,  but  more  particularly  fo  than; 
any  Bill  that  could  be  agitated,  fince  it  concerned  the  interefl 
of  every  individual  in  the  kingdom.  The  Bill,  therefore,  ought/ 
not  to  be  hurried  in  its  progrefs,  but  time  fhould  be  <»iven  to 
the  Grand  Juries,  who  would  be  convened  at  the  enfuing  af-^ 
6  '  fizes 
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fizes  to  fee  the  Bill,  and  form  an  opinion  upon  itj  (a  that  if 
the  people  thought  proper,  they  might  inftrudt  their  Reprefen- 
tatives  upon  the  fubjecS,  and  the  Houfe,  in  their  decifion  upon, 
it,  might  aiSl  agreeably  to  the  known  fenfe  of  the  country.  Th« 
propofal  to  ballot  the  men  for  five  years  inftead  of  three,  and  the 
propofal  to  call  out  the  Militia  annually,  were  points  upon  which 
he  was  not  perfectly  decided,  but  fhould  declare  his  fentiments 
when  the  proper  time  for  fo  doing  fliould  come.     In  the  mean 
time,  he  begged  not  to  be  mifunderftood,  or  to  have  it  fuppofed^ 
that  he  was  an  enemy  to  the  Militia  ;  no  man  in  that  Houfe 
was  a  more  fmcere  friend  to  the  inftitution,  and  he  thought  it 
unfair  in  the  Hon.  Gentlemen,  who  had  turned  their  attention 
more  particularly  to  the  fubje£t,  and  prepared  the  Bill,  to  charge 
every  Member  of  that  Houfe,  who  was  not  willing  to  give 
his   immediate  confent   to  the  putting  the  country  to  the  ex- 
pence  of  calling  out  the  Militia  every  year,  with  being  an  ene- 
my to  the  inftitution  :   indeed,   he   thought  the  Right  Hon. 
Gentleman,  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  had  been  ufed 
rather  hardly  the  other  day  in  having  it  imputed  to  him, 'that 
he  was  no  friend   to  the  Militia,  merely  becaufe  he  was  not 
willing  to  give  a  decided  opinion  upon  that  important  point 
till  he  had  heard  it  difcufTed  and  debated,  and  by  that  means 
had  afcertained  the  fenfe  of  the  Houfe  in  general  refpe(3:ing  it. 
Mr.  JollifFe  added  a  few  mare  obfervations,  and  fat  down,  pro- 
feffing  him.felf  to  be  for  the  longer  time. 

Lord  Miihon  faid,  if  the  facl  were  that  the  fenfe  of  the  coun-LardMahors 
try  ought  to  be  taken  either  by  giving  time  for  the  Grand  Ju- 
ries to  fee  the  Bill,  and  have  an  opportunity  of  confidering  it 
previous  to  its  being  paffed,  or  by  any  other  means,  and  it 
were  true  that  a  biarik  was  left  for  words  to  be  inferted,  en- 
abling how  long  the  men  fhould  be  ballotted  for,  cliat  was  a 
ftrong  reafon  for  the  BiU's  being  fent  to  a  Committee  as  foon 
as  poilible,  in  order  that  the  blanks  might  be  filled  up  ;  becaufe, 
by  that  being  done,  the  country  would  fee  what  the  Bill  really 
was,  and  be  ca,pable  qf  judging  whether  the  alterations  were 

for 
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for  the  better  or  the  worfe.  If  the  country  ought  to  fee  it, 
what  could  they  learn  from  a  blank.  Bill  ?  The  idea  of  fendiivg 
it  into  the  country  before  the  blanks  were  filled  up,  would  be 
abfurd  and  ridiculous  in  the  extreme  ;  his  Lordfnip  therefore 
recommended,  that  the  Bill  fbould  go  to  a  Committee  next 
Wednefday  fe'nnight,  and  after  that  it  might  be  printed  with 
all  the  amendments  that  fhould  be  made  by  the  Committeew 

Mr.RoIle.  Mr.  Rotle  rofe  once  more  and  faid,  he  had  gone  to  the  meet- 
ing of  Gentlemen  who  had  undertaken  to  prepare  a  new  Mi* 
litia  Bill,  and  had  been  given  to  underfta*nd,  that  no  Gentle- 
men but  fuch  as  had  ferved  in  the  Militia  could  be  admitted. — 
He  faid  further,  that  he  knew  his  conftituents  would  be  againft 
feveral  of  the  regulations,  and  he  wiftied  to  give  them  time  to 
confider  them  fully. 

Mr.W.PItt.  The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  faid,  that  he  did  not  think 
it  probable  the  converfation  on  the  prefent  fubjedl  could  take 
up  much  time.  The  Hon.  Member  behind  him  (Mr.  Rolle) 
feemed  defirous  of  poftponing  the  commitment  of  the  Bill  till 
after  the  affizes,  in  order  that  the  feveral  Grand  Juries  might 
have  an  opportunity  of  judging  of  it,  and  fuggcfting  their  fenti- 
ments  to  their  Reprefentatives  ;  but  he  did  not  fee  how  that  very 
laudable  inclination  of  the  Hon.  Gentleman  to  hear  the  opi- 
nion of  his  conftituents,  (hould  induce  him  to  wifh  to  poftpone 
the  commitment,  however  it  might  be  an  argument  for  defer- 
ring to  pafs  the  Bill.  He,  for  his  part,  ftiould  be  for  the  com-- 
mitment  on  the  earlier  day  ;  but  he  did  not  by  any  means  in-r 
tend  to  pledge  himfelf  as  to  his  opinion,  whether  he  fhould  vote 
for  a  delay  in  appointing  a  time  for  the  third  reading  of  the 
Bill  or  not  j  for,  though  he  looked  upon  the  bufmefs  as  of  the 
utmoft  confequence,  and  thought  it  highly  proper,  on  fuch  oc- 
cafions,  for  the  Houfe  to  give  every  opportunity  to  the^  nation 
at  large  to  form  their  judgments  and  opinions  concerning 
them,  yet  he  was  inclined  to  think  the  prefent  a  dillin6l  and 
feparate  queftion,  and  not  being  on  the  general  policy  of  a  Mi- 
litia, but  on  a  mere  matter  of  regulation,  was  a  fubjeit  fitter 
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for  a  parliamentary,  than  a  more  popular  difcufiion.  He  appre- 
hended that  the  queftlon  between  a  long  and  a  fnort  interval, 
from  the  commitment  to  the  third  reading  of  the  Bill,  would 
be  entirely  governed  by  the  ftate  in  which  it  fhould  leave  the 
Committee — if  it  appeared  to  contain  any  thing  new,  any  thing 
doubtful,  or  anv  thing  likely  to  create  a  great  variety  of  opi- 
nions in  the  Houfe,  he  fliould  then  fuppofe  it  would  be  the  ge- 
neral fenfe  of  Gentlemen  to  allow  a  long  day  for  the  third 
reading  ;  but  otherwife,  he  could  fee  no  reafon  for  deferring  it. 
Every  man  in  the  kingdom  agreed  in  opinion  on  the  propriety 
and  ufefulnefs  of  the  Militia  as  a  great  refource  of  national  de- 
fence, and  therefore  on  that  head  there  could  be  no  difagrec- 
ment ;  the  only  matter  in  difpute  would  be,  how  to  render  it 
moft  efficacious  toward  the  great  end  of  its  inftitution,  the  de- 
fence of  the  kingdom.  If  it  fhould  be  found,  that  it  was  not 
abfolutely  neceffary  for  the  purpofe  that  It  (hould  be  called  out 
every  year,  then  no  Gentleman  could  be  averfe  to  the  faving  of 
fo  much  money  as  the  embodying  of  it  would  neceflarily  de- 
mand ;  but  if,  on  the  contrary,  it  appeared,  that  by  not  embo- 
dying of  it  annually,  it  would  become  lefs  ferviceable,  or  in  any 
degree  inadequate  to  its  end,  then  furely  there  could  be  no 
doubt  of  the  neceffity  of  annually  calling  them  out,  notwith- 
ftanding  the  expencc,  whatever  it  mi^ht  be,  that  fliould  be 
thereby  incurred. 

Mr.  Marfl^am  rofc  to  fncak  to  one  point  that  had  been  ftated  Mr.  Mar- 
by  the  Hon,  Member  who  began  the  debate  ;  and  that  was  in 
refpc<Sl  to  the  Right  Ken.  Gentleman's  having  been  denied 
admiflion,  when  he  came  while  fome  other  Gentlemen  and 
himfelf  were  engaged  upon  the  fubjec^.  There  was,  Mr.  Mar- 
fham  faid,  a  general  meecing  advertifcd,  to  which  every  Gen- 
tleman who  was  a  friend  to  che  Militia  was  invited  to  come, 
and  every  Member  of  both  Houfes  of  Pariiamant. — lliat  meet- 
ing chofe  a  Committee,  and  havhig  done  fo,  it  would  have  been 
improper  for  the  Committee  to  have  been  open  to  whoever 
chofe   to  attend  it;  becaufe,  in  that  cailfj  it  would  have  been 
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impoITible  for  the  Committee  to  have  done  any  bufinefs,  and  the 
very  end  of  its  inftitution  would  have  been  loft.  The  Hon. 
Gentleman  had  to  blame  himfelf,  therefore,  for  not  having  at- 
tended the  general  meeting. 

Mr.  Pye.  Mr.  Pye  declared,  that  he  had  never  any  idea  of  excluding 
the  Hon.  Gentleman  [Mr.  Rolle]  from  the  meeting  he  had 
alluded  to — he  had,  on  the  contrary,  met  him  at  Mr.  Stockdale's 
Ihop,  and  afked  him  to  accompany  him  to  the  St.  Alban's  Ta  • 
vern  to  the  meeting. 

The  Bill  vi'as  at  length  committed  for  Wednefday  fe'nnight. 

Sir  George  'Yhc  Secretary  ot  War  brought  up  the  return  of  the  military 
force  of  the  kingdom  in  the  years  1778,  1779?  1780,  1781, 
1782,  with  a  fpecific  account  of  the  diftribution  of  it,  as  ordered 
on  Wednefday  laft. 

General  General  Burgoyne  moved,  that  it  Chould  be  printed. 

MnW^Pitt.  '^^  ^^^^  ^^  Chancelkr  of  the  Exchequer  objeded,  faying,  that 
though  he  thought  all  neceflary  information  fhould  undoubtedly 
be  given  the  Houfe,  he  confidered  it  to  be  highly  improper  to 
make  papers  of  fuch  a  nature  fo  very  public,  as  would  be  the 
cafe  if  the  Hon.  General's  Motion  were  to  pafs.  He  could 
not  but  think,  that  to  let  the  papers  lie  on  the  table,  would  be 
.  fully  fuiFicient  for  the  information  of  fuch  Gentlemen  as  in- 
tended to  make  ufe  of  them  in  argument  in  the  courfe  of  Mon- 
day's debate.  He  obferved,  that  it  was,  he  feared,  becoming 
a  cuftom  to  grant  official  papers  ahnoft  as  a  matter  of  courfe,  a 
cufi-om  \vhich  he  hoped  would  not  be  long  continued. 

Moiiday^  February  27. 

Fortifications  and  Ordnance. 

Mr. W.Pitt.      The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer    proceeded   to  open   to  the   ' 
Houfe  a  proportion,  which  he  thought  proper  for  them  to  adopt 
before  they  went  into  the  Committee  of  Supply,  in  order  that  it 
mig,ht  be  a  direction  to  that  Committee  towards  regulating  the 
vote  that  was,  in  the  courfe  of  the  evening,  to  be  required  front 

them. 
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them. — Me  was  not  furprized  at  the  many  prejudices  that  had 
gone  abroad  concerning  the  queftion  then  in  contemplation,  as 
To  many  falfe  colours  had  been  thrown  upon  it,  both   in  that 
Houfe  and  abroad ;  and   as  fo  much   pains  and  induilry  had 
been  ufed  to  give  them  force  and  efficacy.     The  fyitem  of  For- 
tifications had  been  held   up  to  public  view,  as  deferving  the 
fevereft  cenfures  that  could  be  thrown  on  any  meafure  of  Go- 
vernment ;  and  there  had  been  attempts  to  excite  againft  it  the 
feelings,  the  paffions,  and  even  the  moft  ePiimable  prejudices  of 
the  nation.     It  was  reprefented  as  novel  in  its  principle,  as  un- 
conftitutional   in  its  tendency,  by  laying  a  foundation  for  the 
increafe  of  the  {landing  army,  and  as  calculated  to  divert,  into 
a  ufclefs  or  dangerous  channel,  thofe  refources,  tliat  ought  ra- 
ther to  be  applied  to  that  great  foundation  of  our  ftrength,  of 
our  glory,  and  of  our  charaileriftic  fuperiority  over  the  reft  of 
the  nations  of  Europe — our  navy.     Thofe  were  in  themfelves 
fubftantial  objecStions,  and  fuch  as,  if  they  did  really  apply  to  the 
cafe,  ought  to  have  infuperable  authority :  but  he  was  come 
dov/n  prepared  with  fuch  arguments,  as,  he  flattered  himfelf, 
would  appear  to  the  Houfe  fufficient  to  overturn  and  anfwer 
them  all :  and  in  order  that  the  v/hole  fcope  and  obje6l  of  his 
reafoning  might  be  the  more  readily  and  clearly  underflood,  he 
would  ftate,  in  the  outfet,  the  nature  of  his  propofition,  which 
he  had  fo  worded,  as  to  comprehend  the  whole  of  the  feveral 
principles  on  which,  in  his  mind,  the  queftion  was  to  ftand.— 
He  had,  on  a  former  day,  fuggefted,  that  the  moft  regular  mode 
for  debating  the  fubjecSt  would  be  in  the  Committee  of  Supply, 
when  the  queftion  would  be,  whether  to  vote  the  whole  of  the 
annual  Ordnance  Eftimate,    which   would    amount   to   about 
300,000!.   or  to  vote  only  250,000 1.  and  by  that  means  pre- 
vent the  application  of  the  50,0001.   that  had  been  voted  in  a 
former  Selfion,  for  the  purpcfe  of  fortifications,  from  the  object 
for  which  it  had  been  intended,  by  obliging  the  Board  of  Ord- 
nance to  apply  it  to  the  current  fervice  of  the  year ;  and  by  fq 
doing,  put  an  effectual  itop  to  the  whole  fyftem.     From  many 


ao9 


ii&  PARLIAMENTARY         [Feb.  27. 

things,  however,  that  had  fallen  from  Gentlemen  on  the  other 
fide  of  the  Houfe,  he  was  induced  to  wifti,  that  a  different  me- 
thod of  arguing  the  queftion  fliould  be  adopted :  and  he  accord- 
ingly devifed  the  prefent  mode,  as  beft  calculated,  in  his  opi- 
nion, to  aftbrd  an  opportunity  of  difculTing,  in  their  fullefl  ex- 
tent, every  principle  that  could  pofiibly  be  involved  in  the  pro- 
ceeding, as  well  thofe  in  oppofition  to  it  as  thofe  in  its  favour. 
It  was  alfo  more  confiflent  with  the  great  importance  of  the 
fubjecl  to  bring  it  immediately  before  the  Houfe,  in  the  form  o*^ 
a.fpecific  Refolution,  recognizing  a  great  and  momentous  prin- 
ciple, and  founding  on  that  principle  an  inftru£lion  to  the  Com- 
mittee, than  to  fend  it  to  the  Committee  at  once,  as  it  were, 
incidentally  and  collaterally.  Here  he  read  the  Refolution  that 
he  propofed,  before  he  fat  down,  to  move  to  the  Houfe, 

*'  That  it  appears  to  this  Houfe,  that  to  provide  effectually 
for  fecuring  his  Majefty's  Dock-yards  at  Portfmouth  and  Ply- 
mouth, by  a  permanent  fyflem  of  Fortifications,  founded  on  the 
mofl  ceconomical  principles,  and  requiring  the  fmalleft  number 
of  troops  poiBble  to  anfwer  the  purpofe  of  fuch  fecurity,  is  an 
effential  object  for  the  fafety  of  the  State,  intimately  conneded 
with  the  general  defence  of  the  kingdom,  and  neceffary  for 
enabling  the  fleet  to  acl  with  full  vigour  and  effedl,  for  the  pro- 
tedlion  of  commerce,  the  fupport  of  our  diflant  poffeflions,  and 
the  profecution  of  olfenfive  operations  in  any  war  in  which  the 
nation  may  hereafter  be  engaged." 

He  confidered  this  queftion  as  part  of  that  great  fyftem,  that 
ought,  in  the  higheft  degree,  to  engrofs  the  attention  of  Admi- 
miniftration,  and  to  which  that  Houfe  ought  to  be  peculiarly 
attentive — the  national  defence.  And  in  order  to  judge  of  its 
necefHty  towards  that  great  objedt,  he  brought  back,  with  much 
pain,  as  he  faid,  the  recollection  of  the  Houfe  to  the  unfortunate 
and  calamitous  fituation  to  which  we  were  expofed  in  the  late 
war,  in  a  great  meafure  owing  to  our  want  of  thofe  fortifica- 
tions, which  it  was  the  aim  of  the  prefent  queftion  to  provide. 
A  confiderable  part  of  our  fleet  was  confined  to  our  ports,  in 
2  ordeif 
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©rder  to  protecl  our  dock-yards ;  and  by  that  means  we  were 
obliged  to  do  what  Great-Britain  had  never  done  before — carry 
on  a  mere  defenfive  war  ;  a  war  in  which,  as  in  every  other 
war  merely  defenfive,  we  were  under  the  neceffity  of  wafting 
our  refources,  and  impairing  our  ftrength,  without  any  profpedt 
of  benefiting  ourfelves,  but  at  the  lofs  of  a  great  and  valuable 
part  of  our  pofiTeiTions,  and  which  at  lafi:  was  terminated  by  a 
necejfary  peace. — He  drew  a  melancholy  pidlure  of  the  fituation 
to  which  we  were  reduced  by  the  American  vi'ar,  and  called  up- 
on the  Houfe  to  anfwer,  were  they  ready  to  ftand  refponfible  to 
pofterity  for  a  repetition  of  fuch  difgraces  and  misfortunes  ? 
Were  they  willing  to  take  upon  themfelves  the  hazard  of  tranf- 
mitting  to  the  next  generation  thofe  dangers  and  thofe  confe- 
quent  calamities,  which  they  had  themfelves  fo  bitterly  experi- 
enced ? — The  fubje61:  of  fortifications  was  not  now,  for  the  firft 
time,  to  be  difcufled  ;  it  had  been  before  the  Houfe  in  the  courfe 
of  the  laft  Seflion,  and  from  what  pafied  then,  together  with 
what  had  been  done  in  confequence  of  it,  he  thought  there  was 
very  little  room,  compatible  with  confillency  of  condu6t,  for 
that  oppofition,  that  he  apprehended  was  intended  to  be  given 
to  the  meafure  at  prefcnt. — The  Houfe,  in  the  laft  Sefnon,  had 
feemed  well  aware,  that  fuch  an  enquiry  as  was  necefTary  to- 
wards forming  a  proper  judgment  on  the  fubjec?!:,  was  by  no 
means  a  proper  one  for  it  to  go  into, — It  had  been  on  all  hands 
agreed,  that  it  was  in  a  great  meafure  a  queftion  of  confidence, 
and  they  had  therefore  acquiefced  in  his  propofal,  of  fending  it 
to  the  arbitration  of  a  Board  of  Land  and  Sea  Officers,  to  be 
conftituted  for  that  exprefs  purpofe — that  Board  had,  of  courfe, 
been  appointed,  and  confifted  of  every  thing  that  was  great  and 
refpedable  in  the  two  profeflions  ;  they  had  given  the  fubjecl  a 
greater  degree  of  confideration  and  refearch,  than  had  ever  been 
known  on  fuch  an  occafion  in  any  other  age  or  country. — 
The  Report  made  by  that  Board  was  in  itfelf  fo  direct,  and  fo 
conclufive,  as  to  the  neceffity  of  the  meafure,  as  ought  in  itfelf 
compleatly  to  determine  the  queftion,  (hould  it  even  appear  that 
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the  reafons  of  a  collateral  nature,  advanced  in  oppofition  to  it, 
were  entitled  to  the  authority  which  fome  perfons  feemed  in- 
clined to  give  them.     He  explained   the  general  fcope  of  the 
queftions  that  had  been  referred  to  the  Board — -"  Whether  the 
Dock-yards  could  properly  and  effectually  be  defended  by  a 
Naval  fopce  alone^  by  a  Military  force  alone,  or  by  a  Naval  and 
Military  force  combined  ?  or  whether  it  was  necefTary  that  For- 
tifications ftio'jld  be  ercifled  for  their  defence  ?  and  if  fo,  what 
fort  of  Fortifications  were  likely  to  be  molt  effe<^ual?"     To 
this  they  had  reported,  that  neither'a  Naval  or  a  Military  force,  'j 
or  even  both  united,  could  afford  a  fufficient  fecurity  for  the  na- 
tion to  rely  on,  but  that  P'ortifications  were  abfolutely  necef- 
fary;  and  that  of  all  modesof  Fortifications,  that  fuggefted  by 
the  Mafter-General  of  the  Ordnance  was  the  moft  eligible,  as 
being  the  moft  adequate  to  the  defence  propofed,  capable  of  be- 
ing manned  by  the  fmalleft  force,  requiring  the  leaft  expence 
to  ere6l,  and  particularly  as  affording  an  increafing  degree  of 
fecurity  as  they  were  ere6led ;  infomach,  as  that  if  any  given 
portion  of  them  were  compleated,  and  the  remainder  unfiniflied, 
yet  even  that  part  that  was  fo  compleated  would  afford  a  great 
degree  of  ftrength.     He  expatiated  widely  on  the  characters 
and  abilities  of  the  Officers  who  compofed  that  Board,  and  con- 
tended, that  it  would  be  the  higheft  degree  of  inconfiftency  for 
the  Houfe,  after  having  referred  the  various  branches  of  the 
detail  of  the  enquiry  to  a  Board  of  Officers,  to  re-affume  that 
duty  which  they  had  already  declined  as  being  out  of  their  reach, 
and  attempt  to  revife  and  correct  the  report  of  the  Board. — All 
that  the  Houfe  ought  to  attend  lo,  was  the  general  refult  of  the 
Report  of  that  Board  :  for  if  it  was  itfelf  incapable  of  invefti- 
gating  the  fubjeCl:  minutely,  and  by  detail,   much  lefs  was  it 
capable  of  correcting  or  deciding  on  the  Report  of  the  Officers. 
— In  order  to  diminish  the  credit  of  the  Report,  (for  the  credit 
©f  the  perfons  who  fram.ed  it  could  not  be  impeached,)  it  had 
been  attempted  to  be  fnewn,  that  the  inftrucdons  given  to  the 
Board  of  OtBcers  were  fuch  as  confiiied  them  to  the  neceifity 

of 
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of  coming  to  one  certain  refult,  by  means  of  data  propofetl  for     , 
their  confideration,  which  were   all   merely  hypothetical,  and 
afforded    no   latitude    to    them    to   exerclfe   their  own  judg- 
ment.    But  how  was  it  poilible  this  could  have  been  the  cafe, 
when  to  the  two  firft  data  the  whole  Board  were  unanimous  in 
giving  their  opinion?  and  their  opinion  on  thofe  dr.ta  were  en- 
tirely conclufive  on  the  whole  of  the  fubjedl ;  for  they  went, 
and  that  (he  again  obferved  unanimoufly)  to  cftablifh  the  necef- 
fity  of  Fortifications. — Was  it,  he  afked,  to  be  believed,  that  a 
Board,  confilting  of  fuch  men,  could  poffibly  be  duped  by  chi- 
merical and  abfurd  hypothefes,  fo  abfurd  and  fo  extravagant, 
that  he  recolle6led  the  Hon.  General  had  ftated  them  as  tanta- 
mount  to  a  conviilfion  of  nature^ — was  it  to  be  fuppofed  they 
could  be  fo  eafily  mifled  and  drawn  unanimoufly  into  an  opinion 
on  a  fubject  of  fuch  magnitude,  and  contrary  to  their  own  con- 
viction ? — But  in  fa£l,  it  was  impofllble  to  impute  any  fuch  de- 
lufion  in  the  prefent  inflance ;  for  the  anfwer  to  the  firft  data 
was  abfolutely  unqualified  and  pofitive,  and  recognized  the  ne- 
cefTity  of  fortifying  the  Dock-yards  ;  the  fecond  enforced  tha 
fame  ncceilityj  it  was  true,  with  a  provifo;— but  of  v.'hat?  the 
expence  of  their  ereilion,  and  our  ability  to  furnifn  a  force  tq 
man  them. — He  farther  obferved,   on  the  injuftice  of  arguing, 
that  the  whole  refult  of  the  Report  was  founded  on  data  in 
themfelves,  improbable  and  ill-grounded,  when,  in  trutli,  the' 
principal  data,  by  which  the  feveral  parts  of  the  Report  was  go- 
verned, were  not  the  original  data  referred  to  the  Board,  but 
fuch   as  they  thought  neceffary  to  fubfl:itute  and  adopt,  as  a., 
foundation  for  their  ultimate  opinions.     This  idea,  he  faid,  was 
in  itfelf  fo  abfurd,  that  the  very  words  in  which  it  had  been  ex- 
prefTed,  and  which  he  had  before  repeated,  appeared  as  if  the 
Gentlemen  that  had  ufed  them  were  in  collufion  with  the  Houfe 
and  endeavouring  to  put  their  own  oppofition  into  the  moft  ri- 
diculous point  of  viev/.     He  fliould   think  it  an  infult  to  the 
Officers  concerned  in  the  Report,  if  he  thought  of  faying  any 
thing  more  in  anfwer  to  a  fuggeftion  fo  much  to  their  difho. 

P  3  noufi 


2T4  PARLIAMENTARY         [Feb.  27. 

nour,  as  that  they  had  been  fo  egregioufiy,  and  fo  palpably  duped 
and  deceived  by  an  artifice  fo  {hallow  and  eafily  dete£i:ed.   Some 
reliance  had  been  made  in  former  converfations  on  the  diflent  of 
certain  Members  of  the  Board,  with  refpe£t  to  their  opinion,  on 
particular  parts  of  the  fubje£l.    Thefe  inftances  of  diflent,  how- 
ever, were  not  many,  and  they  were  fuch  as  he  flattered  himfelf 
could  not  ftand  as  an  infuperable  obje6tion  to  the  general  refult. 
He  felt  himfelf  rather  in  a  difagreeable  fituation,  as  being  obliged, 
in  arguing  the  fubje61:  before  the  Houfe,  to  attack  the  opinion 
and  authority  of  any  individual  Member  of  the  Board ;  but  witb 
refpe£l  to  one  of  the  two  very  refpedlable  land  officers,  [Gene- 
nal  Burgoyne]  who  had  in  any  inftance  diffented  from  the  reft, 
his  uneafinefs  was  the  lefs  poignant,  becaufe  the  Hon.  General 
was  on  the  fpot  to  explain  and  fupport  his  own  judgment ; 
though  even  fliil  he  felt  for  the  Hon.  General,  who  he  knew 
would  not  think  himfelf  at  liberty  to  enter  fo  deeply  into  feveral 
of  the  more  delicate  parts  of  the  queftion,  as  perhaps,  were  his 
own juftification  alone  concerned,  he  might  w'lCn.  to  do; — but 
with  rcfpe6t  to  the  other  officer  [Lord  Percy]  his  feelings  were" 
more  diftreffing,  becaufe  he  was  obliged  to  canvafs  bis  opinion 
in  his  abfence.     Thofe  two  officers  had  joined  with  the  reft  of 
the  board  in  their  two  firft  unanimous  opinions,  with  refpecl  to 
the  neceffity  of  Fortifications  towards  the  defence  of  the  dock- 
yards J  but  they  afterwards  by  a  fubfequent  propofition  declared, 
that  notwithftanding  fuch  neceffity,  yet  they  were  ufelefs,  be- 
caufe we  were  not  mafters  of  a  fufficient  military  force  to  man 
them.     He  begged  the  Houfe  ,for  a  moment  to  confider  the 
conciufion  that  would   follow  from  fuch   premifes,  if  nothing 
but  certain  Fortifications  could  poiTibiy  afford  proteflion  to  our 
dock-yards  ;  and  if  we  were  unable  to  garrifon  thofe  Fortifica- 
tions when  ereiled,  what  muft  be  the  confequence?  Deplorable 
indeed  I  and  lamentable  in  the  extreme.     It  muft  be,  that  we 
were  unable  to  protect  them  at  all.  The  nation,  however,  need 
not  defpond  at  the  profpe£l  thus  unintentionally,  he  was  con- 
vinced, held  out  to  them  by  the  Noble  Earl,  for  whofe  charac- 
ter 
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ter  he  had  the  higheft  veneration ;  and  whofe  noble  difintereft- 
ednefs,  together  with  the  brilliant  example  he  fet  to  the  nobility 
of  the  age,  in  the  adtive  fervice  of  his  country,  and  the  uniform 
tenor  of  his  condudl,  were  fufficient  to  add  luftre,  even  to  the 
rank  which  Lord  Percy  already  filled.  They  need  not  defpond 
at  this  uncomfortable  profpeft,  for  the  papers  that  had  been 
laid  upon  the  table,  in  confequence  of  the  Motions  made  by  the 
enemies  of  the  meafure,  clearly  proved,  that  we  ftiould  by  no 
means  ftand  in  need  of  a  greater  force  for  the  purpofe  of  de- 
fending thofe  Fortifications,  than  we  could  eafily  afford  to  that 
fervice.  It  would  appear  from  one  of  thofe  papers,  that  in  the 
year  1779,  we  had  about  53,000  men  in  South  Britain,  who 
were  conftantly  and  uniformly  increafing,  until  the  year  1782, 
to  upwards  of  71,000.  There  was  alfo  another  paper  on  the 
table,  that  had  been  demanded  by  the  Gentlemen  on  the  other 
fide,  which  gave  an  account  of  different  cantonments  in  which 
thofe  troops  had  been  ftationed  during  that  period.  A  paper, 
which  he  could  not  think  in  any  way  material  for  the  govern- 
ment of  the  prefent  queflion,  unlefs  the  Right  Hon.  Gentleman 
oppofite  was  ready  to  undertake  to  prove,  that  like  all  the  other 
arrangements  made  in  the  courfe  of  the  American  war,  the  dif- 
pofition  of  the  army  through  England,  was  the  very  beft  and 
wileft  that  could  be  devifed.  It  appeared,  however,  from  this 
paper,  that  the  number  of  troops  ftationed  in  fuch  cantonments, 
as  might  be  confidered  within  the  reach  of  Portfmouth  and  Ply- 
mouth, was  in  1779,  above  16,000  men,  and  that  it  had  in  the 
year  1782,  amounted  by  a  progreflive  increafe  to  21,500  in 
each  cafe,  including  that  moft  invaluable  refource  of  national 
defence,  the  Militia.  Let  Gentlemen  judge  from  this  ftate  of 
our  military  force,  whether  it  would  in  cafe  of  an  invafion  be  a 
difKcult  matter  to  furnifh  a  fufficient  garrifon  for  the  propofed 
works.  But  when  it  was  to  be  confidered  that  our  force,  in 
Great-Britain,  bore  fcarce  any  proportion  to  thofe  which  we 
were  obliged  to  diftribute  through  our  then  extenfive  dominions, 
and  that  from  our  prefent  fituation  it  was  not  likely  any  fuch 
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difl:ra£lion  of  our  military  power  would  ever  again  take  place. 
It  might  be  looked  upon  as  indifputable  and  certain,  that  we 
would  at  all  times  be  able  to  command  a  force  fully  adequato 
to  the  maintainance  of  the  fortiftcations,  without  in  any  de- 
gree derogating  from  the  refpeflable  defence  of  all  our  other  do- 
minions. On  this  part  of  the  fubjecfl,  fome  Gentlemen  had 
thought  proper  to  throw  into  derifion  and  ridicule  the  whole 
enquiry  of  the  Board  of  Officers,  as  if  they  had  proceeded  to 
inveftigate  the  queflion  of  fortifications,  without  having  any 
flate  of  the  probable  means  of  fupplying  thofe  fortifications  with 
troops  for  their  defence  laid  before  them.  But  he  would  only 
defire  the  Houfe  to  turn  over  the  names  of  the  Land  Officers- 
who  fat  at  the  board,  and  then  to  fay,  whether  there  was 
any  foundation  for  fuch  a  reflection — Was  the  Duke  of  Rich- 
mond ! Was    Sir   Guy  Carleton  ! Was    Sir  William 

Howe  ! Was    Sir  George   Lenox,    v/ho   commanJed    at 

one  of  thofe  places  ! — Was  Lord  Cornwallis,  his  refped  for 
whom  he  fhould  extenuate  if  he  fhould  attempt  to  exprefs  ! 
— Was  Sir  David  Lindfay,  who  commanded  in  another  of  thofe 
places  ! — Was  Sir  Charles  Grey,  who  commanded  in  a  third, 
and  who  befides,  ferved  in  the  courfe  of  the  war,  with  the  greateft 
brilliancy  in  the  remoteft  parts  of  the  globe  ! — W^as  General 
Roy,  who  at  the  time  was  Q^iarter-Mafter  General  to  the 
whole.  Were  all  thofe  Gentlemen  to  be  funpofed  ignorant  of 
the  general  niiiitary  ftrength  of  the  kingdom  ?  Or  was  it  to  be 
contended,  that  to  enable  them  to  form  an  opinion  on  fo  broad 
and  extended  a  queftion,  it  was  neceffary  that  the  returns  of 
every  regiment  Ihould  have  been  laid  before  them?  Surely 
Gentlem.en  would  not  perfift  in  fuch  weak  and  unfounded  ar- 
guments ! — There  was,  befides,  in  the  Report,  another  inftance 
of  difagreement  in  opinion,  that,  however,  he  thought  would 
be  found  not  very  difficult  to  prove,  ought  not,  nor  could  not 
be  of  any  very  great  weight;  not  from  the  perfon  from  whom 
the  difient  came,  being  at  all  deficient  in  authority  and  confi- 
deration,  but  from  a  circumflance  Handing  on  the  face  of  the 
Report  itfelf.     The  name  of  Captain  Macbride  appeared  to  a 
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difTent  to  the  anrwer  given  by  the  Board,  to  the  third  datum. 
It  was  to  be  obferved,  that  this  datwn^  together  with  its  an- 
fvver,  was  omitted  in  the  Report,  as  containing  matter  not  fafe 
or  prudent  to  be  made  public.  This  confideration  rendered  it 
impofTible  for  him,  confiftent  with  his  duty,  to  attempt  to  ex- 
mine  it  in  detail,  and  to  combat  the  opinion  of  the  Hon.  Of- 
ficer upon  its  ov/n  grounds  ;  but  yet  he  had  a  ftronger  argument 
than  any  other  he  could  be  mafter  of,  and  that  was,  the  opinion 
of  the  Hon.  Officer  himfelf,  who  had  fix  weeks  before,  as  ap- 
peared from  the  minutes  of  the  Board,  given  together  with  all 
the  other  A'lembers  of  the  Board,  his  opinion  directly  in  favour 
^he  principle  which  that  datum  was  calculated  to  eftablifh.  If 
he  was  miftating  the  Hon.  Officer,  he  begged  to  be  fet  right; 
but  he  believed  it  would  be  evident  to  any  Gentleman,  that 
would  look  at  the  Report,  that  he  was  perfedly  correct 

Captain  Machride  rofe,  and  admitted,  that  the  Right  Hon.  Captaln 
Gentleman  had  corre6tedly  dated,  what  he  had  faid  on  a  for-  Macbridc. 
mcr  day.  He,  however,  muft  adhere  to  his  aflertion,  that  the 
opinion  of  the  Naval  Officers  was  full  in  the  teeth  of  the  For- 
tifications propofed  at  Plymouth  ;  that  they  had  been  confiftent 
throughout,  and  had  not  changed,  but  maintained  their  opinion  : 
that  the  Right  Hon.  Gentleman  was  miftaken,  as  he  would  make 
fuily  appear,  when  he  came  to  give  his  opinion  on  the  fubje6t; 
this  Captain  Macbride  faid,  he  had  Admiral  Barrington's  authori- 
ty to  cite,  whom  he  had  {Qtw  and  talked  the  fubjed  over  with  on 
Sunday  and  that  forenoon.  The  fail  was,  the  Naval  Officers 
were  not  permitted  to  have  an  opinion  of  their  ovv-n  manifjfted. 

After  Captain  Alacbride  fat  down,  The  Chancellor  of  the  Ex-  Mr.W.I'itt- 
chcquer  again  rofe  and  proceeded. — He  faid,  that  as  he  had  in- 
vited any  Gentleman  to  corre<£l  him  if  he  was  wrons;  in  his 
ftatement,  it  could  not  be  fuppofed  he  could  be  hurt  at  the  Gen- 
tleman whom  he  was  particularly  alluding  to,  rifing  to  corro- 
borate, inftead  of  to  contradict  his  reprefentation.  The  Hon. 
Officer,  then,  had  formerly  united  with  the  reft  of  the  Board, 
in  a  unanimous  vote  upon  the  fubje6t  of  the  third  datum^  and 
had  afterwards,  after  an  interval  of  fix  weeks,  retradted  that 

vote, 
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vote,  and  entered  another  on  the  minutes  of  the  Board,  dia- 
inetrically  oppofite  to  it — thus  each  opinion  had  the  authority 
of  the  name  of  Captain  Macbride  ;  and  if  any  dilemma  was  to 
arife  in  forming  a  judgment  between  them  both,  it  was  eafily 
folved  by  referring  to  the  Report  itfelf  j  in  which  it  would  ap- 
pear, that  though  each  v/as  equally  fupported  by  the  Honourable 
Officer,  yet  the  calling  voice  between  Captain  Macbride's  firft 
and  fecond  opinion  was  given  by  the  whole  Board,  with  which 
he  a^Led,  in  favour  of  his  former  one,  and  of  courfe  there  could 
be  no  room  for  the  Houfe  to  hefitate  a  moment  which  of  the 
two  they  ought  to  adopt.  There  was  another  circumftance 
which  he  thought  neceflary  to  ftate,  under  the  head  of  the  dif- 
fents,  from  the  general  purport  of  the  Report,  that  he  might 
anfwer  it  in  order  j  although  it  did  not  arife  out  of  the  Report 
jtfelf,  but  had  been  taken  up  in  that  Houfe  for  the  firft  time  by 
the  Hon.  Officer,  when  he  ftated,  that  the  Fortifications  pro- 
pofed  to  be  erefted  on  the  lands  adjacent  to  Whitefand  Bay, 
were  diredily  in  the  teeth  of  the  opinion  of  all  the  Sea  Officers. 
He  begged  the  Houfe  to  attend  particularly  to  the  two  diftinft 
branches  into  which  that  part  of  the  queftion  was  divided — one 
of  a  naval,  the  other  of  a  military  confideration.  That  which 
more  immediately  demanded  the  judgment  of  the  naval  fervice, 
was  the  pradicability  of  the  enemy  effecting  a  landing  at  all 
upon  the  coaft,  together  with  the  various  circumftances  of  tides, 
winds,  foundings,  currents,  and  anchorage  that  might  be  ne- 
ceflary, and  the  probability  there  was  of  all  thofe  concurring, 
fo  as  to  enable  an  enemy  to  land  at  all,  and  to  remain  long 
enough  off  the  coaft  to  cover  and  complete  their  debarkation 
— the  other  fubje£l  was  for  the  difcuffion  of  the  Land  Officers 
fingly,  and  had  for  its  object  the  moft  effcdlual  method  of  fo 
fortifying  the  coaft,  as  to  prevent  the  enemy  (fliould  they  eWedi 
a  landing)  from  penetrating  the  country.  The  opinion  of  the 
Sea  Officers  was,  that  in  certain  circumftances  it  was  poffible 
for  an  enemy  to  land  ;  and  he  could  only  account  for  the  objec- 
tion of  the  Honourable  Officer,  againft  fortifying  a  coaft  on 
which  an  enemy  might  (as  it  was  admitted)  land,  by  that  gal- 
lant 
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lant  fpirit  and  bravery  which  would  at  all  times  induce  him  to 
turn  his  thoughts  more  to  the  animating  and  brilliant  profped 
of  attacking  his  enemy,  than  the  lefs  glorious,  but  Hill  prudent 
duty  of  providing  for  his  own  defence.  But  in  furnifhing  the 
part  of  the  country  in  queftion  with  Forts,  they  ought  not  to 
confine  themfelves  folely  to  the  idea  of  an  enemy's  landing  in 
Whitefand  Bay.  They  (hould  confider,  whether  it  would  be 
prailicable  for  him  to  land  in  any  place  to  the  weft  of  Ply- 
mouth j  for  if  he  could  do  fo,  then  Vv'ere  thefe  forts  abfolutely 
neceflary  for  the  defence  of  that  town  and  its  dock-yards  j  they 
were  the  very  pofts  which  an  enemy  would  moft  eagerly  endea- 
vour to  occupy,  becaufe  from  them  they  would  be  able  to  bom- 
bard the  dock-yards.  Every  man  that  knew  our  coafts,  and 
thofe  who  to  their  own  honour,  and  the  glory  of  their  coun- 
try, were  acquainted  with  thofe  of  our  enemies,  knew  alfo 
that  it  was  abfurd  to  think  of  fortifying  every  part  of  them,  that 
could  afford  a  landing-place  for  the  purpofe  of  an  invafion.  The 
confideration  was — where  would  an  invafion  be  moft  detrimen- 
tal, and  there  fortify — fortify  in  fuch  a  manner,  that  not  only 
an  invafion  by  fea  fliould  not  be  pra6licable,  but  that  if  an  ene- 
my (hould  have  been  able  to  land  in  another  place,  he  mi^ht 
not  alfo  be  able  fuccefsfully  to  attack  them  there.  He  hooed 
he  might  hear  no  more  of  Whitefand  Bay,  for  it  was  not  the 
defence  of  that  Bay,  it  was  the  defence  of  the  Dock-Yards  of 
Plymouth  that  was  intended;  it  was  not  a  landino-  there  alone 
that  was  to  be  prevented  ;  it  was  a  landing  on  any  part  of  the 
coaft,  that  was  to  be  defeated,  at  leaft  as  far  as  it  had  an  attack 
on  Plymouth  for  its  objcft ;  and  if  Whitefand  Bay  were  fur- 
rounded  by  a  wall  of  adamant,  ftil]  Plymouth  could  not  be  fafe, 
until  thofe  grounds  were  fortified.  Ke  hoped,  and  believed,  he 
had  completely  done  away  the  whole  force  of  the  difi'ents  of  the 
feveral  OfHcers  to  whom  he  had  alluded ;  and  then  proceeded 
to  anfwer  objections  of  another  nature  that  had  been  made.  It 
had  been  thrown  out,  and  the  Gentlemen  feem^ed  much  inclined 
I  to  build  upon  it,  that  the  whole  fyftem  of  Fortifications  was 

new 


22©  PARLIAMENTARY        [Feb.  27. 

new  and  unprecedented  in  this  country;  this  idea  he  was  pre- 
pared to  combat  in  the  moll  dire£l  and  pofitive  manner.  The 
Ijftem  of  Fortifications  did  always  make  a  part  of  the  general 
defence  of  England,  and  he  would  prove  it  by  the  moft  incon- 
tefl:able  records  of  hiftory.  He  went  back  as  far  as  the  reign 
of  King  Henry  the  Eighth,  obferving,  that  there  was  a  provi- 
fion  made  by  ftatute  at  that  early  period,  for  fortifying  certain 
parts  of  the  coalls.  This  ftatute  he  would  not  take  upon  him- 
felf  to  read,  becaufe  the  terms  in  which  it  was  couched,  were 
become  obfolete,  and  almoft  unintelligible.  The  fame  policy 
was  obferved  by  Queen  Elizabeth,  and  formed  a  confiderable 
part  of  the  defence  provided  by  that  great  and  glorious  Princefs,. 
againft  the  expetSled  attack  of  the  Armada.  In  the  lefs  prof- 
perous  reigns  of  the  Stuart  Princes,  the  fame  fyftem  was  occa- 
fionally  continued,  and  again  adopted  by  our  illuftrious  deli- 
verer, William  the  Third.  In  the  reign  of  Qi>een  Anne,  at 
the  time  when  the  vidories  of  the  Britifli  arms  were  forming 
an  aera  in  the  Hiftory  of  Europe,  at  which  England  looked  back 
with  pride,  and  other  nations  with  amazement.  Did  our  an- 
ceftors  then  think  it  incompatible  with  their  glory,  with  their 
liberty,  or  their  conftitution,  to  fortify  the  moft  vulnerable  parts 
of  their  coafts,  as  it  was  now  propofed  to  do  ? — No,  he  faid, 
there  was  a  Refolution  of  the  Commons,  not  even  at  the  defire 
of  the  Crown,  laying  down  the  neceflity  of  fortifying  the  dock- 
yards againft  any  poffible  invafion,  and  thofe  refolutions  were 
founded  upon  efti mates  of  plans  that  had  been  made  under  the 
r^ign  of  King  William.  The  efiimates  for  thofe  Fortifications 
amounted  to  a  fum  which,  confidering  the  difference  between 
thofe  times,  and  the  cxpenfive  times  in  which  it  was  our  mif- 
fortunc  to  live,  gave  no  great  room  for  a  charge  of  prodigality 
againft  thofe  who  had  digefted  the  prefent  plan. — The  money 
then  voted  was  300,0001.  which,  when  compared  with  the  value 
of  money  at  this  day,  would  appear  to  be  no  very  trifling  fum. 
To  conic  down  to  a  later  period,  a  period  to  which  it  might 
be   fuppofcd   he   was    fomewhat  partial — the   laft   war,   (here 
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Mr.  Pitt  correcled  himfelf)  the  lajl  war  ;  would  to  God,  he 
faid,  we  could  call  it  the  laji  war. — Not,  indeed  the  laft  war, 
but  the  laft  on  which  Britons  could  refle6l  without  a  figh  or  a 
blufh — the  war  of  contraft  with  the  laft  !  the  war  in  which  the 
name  of  Britain  was  exalted  above  the  higheft  and  the  proudeft 
of  nations  ;  by  fuccefies  as  ftupendous,  and  conquefts  as  glo- 
rious, as  our  late  mifcarriages  and  defeats  had  been  calamitous 
and  difgraceful.  What  he  afked  was  the  policy  of  the  Admi- 
niftration  of  that  day  ?  That  it  was  exa<5lly  fimilar  with  what 
was  now  recommended,  he  would  prove  by  one  or  two  fhort 
extracts  from  the  Statute  Book. — The  firft  was  from  an  A£l 
of  22d  Geo.  11.  for  providing  Fortifications  for  the  Dock- 
Yards  ;  and  the  fecond  was  for  a  Fortification  for  fome  more 
infignificant  place  (Milford  as  well  as  he  could  remember)  in 
which  the  very  grounds  of  the  policy  now  inculcated  were  re- 
cognized— that  by  procuring  adequate  means  for  domeftic  de- 
fence, the  nation  would  be  more  at  liberty  to  fend  its  fleets 
abroad,  either  for  the  purpofe  of  defending  her  foreign  fettle- 
ments,  or  carrying  on  the  operations  of  ofFenfive  hoftility  into 
the  center  of  the  enemy's  poffefiions. — Thus  it  might  be  feen 
that  in  the  very  beft  days  of  this  country,  the  fyftem  of  Forti- 
fications was  uniformly  pra£tifsd  and  encouraged  ;  but  even  in 
a  later  period,  during  the  Adminiftration  of  the  Right  Hon. 
Gentleman  oppofite  to  him,  the  very  identical  plan  of  Fortifi- 
cations then  under  difcuflion  had  been  confidered,  and  an  efti- 
mate  for  carrying  them  into  execution  had  been  prefented  to 
that  Houfe.  He  fuppofed,  the  Right  Hon.  Gentleman  who  fo 
lately  contended  for  the  propriety  of  Miniftcrs  being  always 
ready  to  make  up  their  minds  on  every  fubje£l  that  related  to 
the  force  of  the  country,  and  who  had  himfelf,  it  appeared, 
made  up  his  mind  on  the  fubject,  was  now  ready  to  give  his  rea- 
fons,  for  that  change  of  opinion,  it  was  to  be  feared,  he  in- 
tended on  the  prefent  occafion  to  avow.  For  his  ov/n  part, 
notwithftanding  the  great  abilities  and  uncommon  verfatility  of 
•talents  which  the  Right  Hon.  Gentleman  was  well  known  to 
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pofiefs,  he  was  apprehenfive  that  he  would  not  be  able  to  recon- 
cile to  any  principles  of  confiftency,  his  pra<Si:(ce  of  making  up 
his  mind  when  in  Adminiftration,  and  unmaking  it  with  fo 
much  facility  when  out  of  office.  He  fhoulJ,  however,  expeft 
to  hear  that  particular  circumdance  fully  explained,  as  far  as 
fo  extraordinary  a  change  of  opinion  in  fuch  a  peculiar  variety 
of  circumftances  could  admit  of  explanation.  As  to  the  necef- 
iity  that  it  had  been  fuggefted,  would  be  created  by  this  mea- 
fure  of  augmenting  the  {landing  army,  nothing  could  be  more 
void  of  foundation.  It  had  been  unanimoufly  reported  by  the 
Board  of  Officers,  that  the  plan  of  Fortifications  propofed,  was 
the  beft  calculated  for  the  defence  of  the  Dock-Yards  of  any 
other  that  could  be  devifed,  and  that  it  was  fuch  as  was  capable 
of  defence  by  the  fmalleft  number  of  troops.  Would  any  per- 
fon  then  contend,  that  a  fmaller  number  of  troops,  independant 
of  Fortifications,  were  able  to  defend  a  place,  better  than  a 
larger  body,  affifted  with  the  beft  poffible  Fortifications  ?  fuchi 
an  idea  was  too  abfurd  to  be  argued  againft  ;  and  yet,  in  facfi, 
it  was  the  only  idea,  on  which  that  topic  of  oppofition  could 
poffibly  be  maintained.  Should  we,  in  cafe  of  an  invafion, 
truft  folely  to  our  {landing  army  ;  then  indeed  there  would  be 
a  neceffity  of  augmenting,  to  a  moft  enormous  degree,  that 
army  on  which  the  whole  fafety  of  the  kingdom  was  to  reft — 
was  this  the  way  to  vindicate  and  fecure  our  liberties  ?  If  we 
did  not  keep  up  fuch  an  army,  then  we  fhould  be  reduced  to  the 
neceffity  of  recurring  to  foreign  affiftance ;  perhaps  to  the 
proteftion  of  mercenaries,  bribed  by  our  money,  and  who, 
when  we  had  no  longer  occafion  for  their  fervice,  would  be  as 
ready  to  turn  their  arms  againft  ourfelves — was  it  lefs  de- 
firable  for  us  to  be  defended  by  the  walls  of  Portfmouth  and 
Plymouth,  garrifoned  by  our  ov/n  Militia,  than  to  purchafe  the 
protection  of  Heffian  hirelings  ?  The  plan  had  been  objected 
to  on  the  ground  of  the  expence  which  would  attend  it,  and 
of  the  probability  that  we  could  not  expecl  to  be  free  from  a 
war  until  it  fhould  be  completed,  and  that  we  fliould  derive  no 
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advantage  from  them  at  the  time  of  the  greateft  necelTity.  As 
to  the  latter  of  thefe  objedions,  he  requeiled  the  Houfe  to  re- 
collect the  words  of  the  Report  on  the  table,  from  which  they 
would  learn,  that  the  plan  of  Fortification  propofed  to  be  adopt- 
ed, was  one  calculated,  even  in  an  unfinifhed  and  imperfedt 
ftate,  to  afford  great  means  of  defence ;  and  that  every  part 
of  them,  the  wanting  all  other  afliftance,  and  ftanding  fmglyby 
itfelf,  would  be  highly  ufeful  and  defireable.  Thus  every  part 
would  be  anfwerable  to  the  great  obje£l ;  and  fo  far  from  ren- 
dering it  neceffary  for  the  Houfe  to  hold  itfelf  committed  to  a 
conftant  and  periodical  expence  until  the  whole  was  completed, 
the  fa£l  would  be,  that  every  year  the  neceflity  of  adding  to  the 
Fortifications  would  diminifh,  becaufe  every  year  the  dock- 
yards would  receive  additional  ftrength, — As  to  the  expence 
attending  the  building  of  the  works,  he  flattered  himfelf  that 
his  fentiments  and  ideas  on  the  fubje£l  of  the  finances  of  the 
country,  was  no  very  backward  feature  in  his  political  charac- 
ter. He  hoped  he  had  not  (hewn  himfelf  remifs  in  any  endea- 
vours, that  could  poflibly  tend  to  raife  the  revenue  from  that  de- 
plorable ftate  to  which  it  was  reduced  by  the  melancholy  pro- 
cefs  of  the  late  lamented  war.  It  was  too  well  known  how 
much  his  feelings  were  engaged,  not  only  by  the  duty  of  his  . 
ftation,  and  by  his  attachment  to  his  country,  but  by  confide- 
rations  of  his  own  perfonal  reputation,  which  was  deeply  com- 
mitted in  the  queftion,  to  exert  every  nerve,  to  arm  all  his  vi- 
gilance, and  to  concentre  all  his  efforts  towards  that  great  ob- 
je£t,  by  which  alone  we  fhould  have  a  profpecl,  by  relieving 
their  burthens,  of  tranfmitting  to  our  pofterity  that  eafe  and 
comfort  which  ourfelves  felt  the  want  of,  an  efficient  finkinz 
fund  for  the  gradual  difcharge  of  the  national  debt.  To  ac- 
complifli  this  was  the  firft  wifh  of  his  heart ;  and  this,  as  well 
by  every  means  of  prudent  well-regulated  (rconomv,  as  hy  a 
rigid  coUeclion  of  the  revenue.  But  was  he  to  be  feduced  by 
the  plaufible  and  popular  name  of  oeconomy — he  would  not 
sail  it  only  plaufible  and  popular — he  would  f^y  th^  Jacn'd  mnie 
\  '  '  of  . 
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of  ceconomy,  to  forego  the  reality,  and  for  the  fake  of  adding 
a  few  hundred  thoufands  more  to  the  finking  fund,  perhaps 
render  for  ever  abortive  the  finking  fuild  itfelf.  Every  faving 
that  could,  confident  with  the  national  fafety,  be  made,  he 
would  pledge  himfelf  fhould  be  made  ;  but  he  would  never 
confent  to  ftarve  the  public  fervice,  and  to  withhold  thofe  fup- 
plies,  without  which  the  nation  muft  be  endangered.  The  re- 
lieving by  every  fuch  means  as  his  duty  would  fuffer  him  to 
adopt,  the  burthens  of  the  people,  and  removing  that  load  of 
debt,  by  which  fhe  was  opprefTed,  was  the  grand  and  ultimate 
object  of  his  defire  j  it  was  the  pedeftal  on  which  he  would 
wilh  to  raife  a  column  that  lliould  fupport  whatever  pretenfions 
he  might  have  to  reputation  and  popularity  ; — but  let  it  be  wel^ 
confidered,  how  far  the  objects  of  neceiTary  defence  and  of  pub- 
lic ceconomy  could  be  reconciled,  and  let  the  bounds  that  di- 
^  vide  them  not  be  tranfgrefled.  He  begged  they  would  well 
weigh  what  a  certain  fecurity  for  a  lafting  peace  there  was  in  a 
defenceable  and  powerful  fituation,  and  how  likely  weaknefs  and 
improvidence  were  to  be  the  forerunners  of  war.  Should  a 
war  happen,  where  was  ceconomy?  What  was  to  become  of 
the  finking  fund  ? — The  very  expences  of  one  year's  loan  would 
amount  to  more  than  the  whole  of  thofe  Fortifications  that, 
might  have  infured  us  peace,  becaufe  they  would  have  dimi- 
nifhed,  or  efFedtually  have  dcflroyed  all  temptation  or  hope  of 
fuccefs  in  an  attack.  In  this  point  of  view,  as  the  means  of 
preventing  a  war,  he  looked  upon  it  that  the  firfl:  million  that 
fliould  be  applied  as  the  foundation  of  the  finking  fund,  would 
not  be  better  applied  than  a  million  of  money  for  the  Fortifica- 
tions— not  that  a  million  would  be  neceffary,  but  he  chofe  to 
ftate  it  as  high  as  any  other  Gentleman,  let  his  talents  of  ex^ 
aggeration  be  what  they  might,  could  pofiibly  do.  But  there 
was  another  part  of  the  fubjecl  that  ought  to  have  the  greateft 
weight  of  all — which  v/as,  that  thefc  Fortifications  being  cal- 
culated to  afford  complete  fecuriry  to  the  dock-yards,  would 
enable  our  whole  fleet  to  go  on  remote  fervices,  and  carry  on 
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the  operations  of  war  at  a  diftance,  without  endangering  the 
materials  and  feeds  of  future  navies  from  being  liable  to  deftruc- 
tion  by  an  inVafion  of  an  enemy.  It  had  been  infinuated,  that 
the  fi'iond  datum  in  his  Majefty's  Inflrudions  had  been  ufed  to 
draw  forth  an  acquiefcence  from  the  Board  of  Officers,  on  an 
unreafonable  fuppofition  of  the  fleet  being  abfent  for  a  certain 
improbable  time.  Ke  believed  there  were  few  Gentlemen 
could  forget,  that  at  no  very  diftant  period,  even  fmce  he  had 
the  honour  of  a  place  in  his  Majefty's  Councils,  the  fleet  had 
been  abfcnt  for  a  time  nearly  equal  to  that  fuppofed  in  the  da- 
tum^ on  a  fervice  which  this  country  could  not  have  difpenfed 
with,  without  facrihcing  the  moft  brilliant  fuccefs  that  attend- 
ed us  in  the  late  war ;  a  fuccefs  of  fuch  hiftre  and  glory,  as  to 
fpread  an  irradiation  over  the  more  gloosny  fcenes  in  which  we 
had  been  involved.  Had  we  been  then  in  fear'  of  an  attack 
upon  our  coalfs,  which,  from  rcafons  not  proper  to  be  m.cn-  . 
tioned,  we  happened  not  to  be,  Gibraltar  and  the  renown  of 
defending  it,  m.uft  have  been  loft  for  ever.  But  it  was  not 
only  by  foreign  expeditions  that  we  might  lofe  the  aid  of  our 
fleet  in  cafe  of  an  invafion  j  it  might  fo  happen  that  our  fleet, 
though  in  the  Channel,  might  be  prevented  by  winds,  tides,  or 
other  contingencies,  from  coming  to  the  affiftance  and  relief 
of  the  dock-yards.  What  would  then  be  firuation  of  thi<; 
country?  The  enemy  might  in  one  day,  in  one  hour,  do  an 
irreparable  injury,  and  give  a  mortal  ftab  to  the  very  vital  prin- 
ciple of  our  national  ftrength  and  vigour,  might  efFeclually  de- 
ftroy  the  feeds  of  that  Navy,  from  which  alone  v/e  v/ere  to 
hope  for  commerce,  for  fafety,  and  for  reputation. — On  the 
whole,  he  really  thought  the  prefcnt  rather  a  queftion  to  be  con- 
fidered  as  connefted  with  our  Naval  Eftablifhment  than  that  of 
our  Army  or  Ordnance,  as  it  v/as  calculated  to  give  liberty  to 
the  fleet  that  had  hitherto  been  confined  to  our  coafts,  chained 
down,  as  it  were,  to  the  defence  of  thofj  dock-yards,  without 
the  fecurity  of  which  the  very  exiftence  of  the  Navy,  or  even 
of  the  nation  muft  be  no  more.  It  might  be  alked,  why  the 
Vol.  I.  Q^  fum 
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fum  required  for  thofe  Fortifications  had  not  been  demanded  for 
ftrengthening  the  Navy  ?  and  he  would  anfwer  fairly,  that  he 
thought  the  fame  fum  laid  out  upon  the  Fleet,  would  by  no 
means  afford  a  proportional  ftrength  to  what  would  be  derived 
from  the  Fortifications. — The  money  that  would  be  fufficient 
to  accomplifn  thofe  works,  would  not  build  as  many  (hips  as 
would  be  fufficient  for  the  defence  of  the  two  invaluable  har- 
bours of  Portfmouth  and  Plymouth — There  was  befides  a  cer- 
tain degree,  beyond  which  the  Navy  of  this  country  could  not 
go  ;  there  was  a  certain  number  of  {hips,  beyond  which  (he 
could  neither  build  nor  man  any  more.  What  that  line  was 
he  could  not,  nor  would  it  be  proper  for  him  to  point  out; 
there  neceffarily  muft  be  fuch  in  the  nature  of  things — but  there 
never  could  be  any  line  drawn  to  limit  the  degree  of  fecurity 
we  ought  to  provide  for  our  dock-yards.  What  could  be  the 
reafon  that  Gentlemen  on  the  other  fide  of  the  Houfe  feemed 
fo  anxious  to  impede  this  meafure  ?  Were  they  bold  enough  to 
ftake  themfelves  upon  a  queftion  of  fuch  awful  magnitude,  and 
to  ftand  forward  with  fuch  decided  vehemence  as  the  opponents 
of  a  meafure,  that  Parliament,  thinking  itfelf  incompetent  to 
fcrutinize,  had  referred  to  the  higheft  profeflional  authority  in 
the  Army  and  Navy— -that  had  received  the  fandlion  of  that 
authority,  and  which  the  A'linifters  of  the  Crown,  who  could 
have  no  perfonal  feelings  on  the  fubjedl,  (except  fuch  as  from 
confiderations  of  their  own  eafe  and  advantage,)  were  adverfe 
to  it,  and  who  could  have  no  temptations  towards  it;  but  a 
ftrong  fenfe  of  its  indifpenfable  necefTity  declared  themfelves  fo 
much  interefted  about,  as  to  be  unable  to  reft  upon  their  pil- 
lows as  long  as  it  remained  in  fufpence.  He  called  upon  the 
Houfe  to  beware  how  they  fufFered  themfelves  to  be  lightly 
drawn  into  a  line  of  conduft  that  might  involve  their  pofterity, 
nay  themfelves ;  for  if  they  continued  in  their  prefent  weak 
ftate,  they  might  accelerate  the  danger  in  the  heavieft  calami- 
ties. He  alked  them  if  a  few  years  ago,  when  the  fleets  of  the 
enemy  were  hovering  over  Plymouth,  they  felt  themfelves  in- 
clined, 
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clined,  with  arms  acrofs,  and  that  liftlefs  fecurity  they  now 
feemed  to  indulge  in,  to  debate  the  queftion  of  fortifying  the 
dock-yards.  He  was  happy  in  refle6ling  upon  the  great  abili- 
ties, the  high  rank,  and  the  reputation  and  virtue  of  the  Right 
Hon.  Gentleman;  becaufe,  having  fo  much  at  ftake,  he  would 
be  the  lefs  apt  to  infift:  on  an  oppofttion  pregnant  with  fo  much 
xnifchief  as  the  prefent ;  and  becaufe  the  remorfe  they  muft 
otherwife  feel,  if  they  fhould  hereafter  find  that  they  had  in- 
volved their  country  in  the  moft  dreadful  calamities,  on  grounds 
lefs  important  and  confequential  than  the  fan6tion  of  the  Right 
Hon.  Gentleman. 

Mr.  Bajlard  rofe  to  renew  his  refinance  to  any  farther  pur-  Mr.Baflard. 
fait  of  a  fyftem,  which  he  confidered  as  ruinous  to  the  interefts 
of  his  country,  and  of  which  he  was  proud  to  avow  himfelf  to 
have  been  its  firft  oppofer.  He  gave  the  Minifter  credit  for 
having  laft  feflions  confented,  that  the  matter  (hould  be  refer- 
red to  a  Board  of  Enquiry,  conftituted  of  Naval  and  Land 
Officers  of  the  firft  rank  and  character,  but  reprobated  the 
manner  in  which  that  Board  had  been  managed  ;  declaring,  that 
three  of  the  pioft  fkilful  and  experienced  of  its  nominated 
Members,  Lc/rd  Townfhend,  General  Conway,  and  Lord  Am- 
herft,  had  been  excluded  from  taking  their  feats  at  it,  in  con- 
fequence  of  a  paltry  manoeuvre  played  off  by  the  Noble  Duke 
at  the  head  of  the  Ordnance,  who  had  procured  himfelf  to  be 
appointed  Prefident  of  the  Board.  He  expatiated  on  this  pro- 
cedure, and  afked  where  was  the  boafted  fairnefs  and  impar- 
tiality of  the  reference,  when  fuch  a  manoeuvre  was  praftifed 
as  it  was  well  known  that  officers  of  long  ftanding  could  not 
fit  at  a  Board  at  which  a  junior  officer  prefided  ?  He  ridiculed 
the  reafoning  of  the  Noble  Duke,  and  faid,  he  had  never  heard 
but  of  one  engineer  who  was  fond  of  fortifications,  and  found- 
ed them  upon  the  fame  principles  as  the  Noble  Duke  was  fo 
partial  to— the  data  that  met  the  eye  fo  frequently  in  the  printed 
Report ;  the  engineer  he  alluded  to,  was  the  renowned  Don 
Quixote  de  la  Mancha.      Don  Quixote    always   called   for 
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datas^  and  proceeded  to  build  his  fortifications  on  tliofe  grounds  ; 
.  the  Noble  Duke's  Fortifications  appeared  full  as  Quixotic.  He 
reminded  the  Koufe,  that  the  nation  had  ever  been  jealous  of 
every  thing  that  looked  like  an  increafe  of  the  ftanding  army, 
and  aflied  whether  one  great  argument  in  defeiice  of  the  Mi- 
litia, and  what  greatly  recommended  the  inftitution  to  Englifii- 
men,  had  not  been  the  eircumftance  of  their  mixing  with  the 
people  in  their  houfes  j  and  whether  that  did  not  tend  to  preferve 
to  them  their  charailers  of  citizens,  rather  than  to  hold  them 
out  as  foldiers  ?  The  Militia  had  been  called  the  School  of  the 
Army;  if  that  defcription  was  true,  would  it  not  be  more 
juftified  by  fliutting  them  up  in  fortrefles,  and  keeping  them  fe- 
parate  from  their  fellow  fubjeds  ?  Might  not  thofe  ftrong  holds 
be  termed  fcminaries  for  foldiers,  and  univerfities  for  Praetorian 
Bands  ?  y^nd  was  it  not  likely  that  the  Militia  would  come  out 
of  garrifon  with  minds  rather  prepared  for  joining  the  regular 
army,  than  inclined  to  return  to  mix  with  their  countrymen 
employed  in  civil  avocations  ?  Mr.  Baftard  enlarged  on  this 
idea,  and  prefied  it  home  to  the  hearts  of  all  who  heard  him, 
urging  the  unconftitutional  tendency  of  the  propofed  fyftem ; 
and  at  the  fame  time  ailuring  the  Minifter,  that  it  was  fo  much 
the  object  of  odium  and  deteftation  in  the  county  which  he 
had  the  honour  to  reprefent,  that  if  the  Fortifications  that  were 
intended  to  be  raifed  there  fliould  be  created,  the  people,  on 
whom  it  appeared,  a  reliance  was  placed  for  affiflance  in  man- 
ning them  in  cafe  of  necclTity,  would  refufe  to  lend  any  fort  cf 
help  whatever.  After  a  variety  of  cogent  arguments,  urged 
Vv'ith  ability  and  force,  it  was  moved  to  leave  out  from  the  word 
Houfe  to  the  end  of  the  queftion,  in  order  to  infert,  That  For^ 
tlfications  on  fo  extenfivc  a  plan  as  propofed  by  the  Board,  are  in- 
expedient. 
Sir  William  Sir  JVdHatn  LcTnon  rofe  to  fecond  the  amendment.  Sir  Wil- 
ii^im,  in  a  neat  and  well  turned  fpeech,  fupported  Mr.^  Ballard's 
arguments.  He  began  by  complimentiiag  that  Gentleman  on 
his  public  fpiritj  evinced  in  his  having  manfully  flood  up  from 
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the  firft  mention  of  it  the  uniform  oppofer  of  a  fyftcm,  which, 
as  it  tended  to  introduce  a  departure  from  the  old  mode  of  de- 
fending the  ifland  hy  a  naval  force,  could  not  but  give  alarm  to 
every  well-vviflier  to  his  country.  He  enlarged  on  this  idea, 
and  took  notice  how  ill-timed  it  was  to  recomm.end  a  plan  of 
Fortifications  to  the  Houfe,  v/hcn  it  had  not  been  afcertaincd 
whether  that  conftitutional  force,  the  Militia,  was  to  be  called 
out  annually  or  not.  This,  added  to  the  appearance  of  a  defign 
of  abandoning  the  cultivation  of  our  marine,  and  relying  ra- 
ther on  the  army  and  military  ercftions  for  fecurity,  muft,  he 
faid,  create  much  jealoufy  in  that  Houfe,  as  well  as  without 
doors,  in  confequence  of  the  unconilitutional  tendency  of  fuch 
condu£l.  Sir  William  admonifned  the  A4inifter,  and  caution- 
ed him  againft  purfuing  ftcps  that  would  lead  him  aftray  from 
the  favour,  and  ftrip  hirn  of  the  confidence  of  the  people.  He 
concluded  with  giving  his  hearty  afient  to  the  amendment. 

Mr.  IVallvcyn  fpoke  alfo  on  the  l^ime  fide;  and  in  a  fliort  and  J'^r-  Wall- 
fluent  fpeech  recom.mended  it  to  the  Right  Hon.  Gentleman 
to  drop  the  idea  of  perfifting  in  a  plan,  againft  which  the  pub- 
lic in  general  were  extremely  averle.  Mr,  Wallwyn  declared, 
that  report  confidently  faid,  the  Pvight  Hon.  Gentleman's  mind 
was  not  with  the  fyftem,  and  that  he  was  by  no  means  a  Sincere 
friend  to  it.  \The  Chancelkr  of  the  Exchequer^  with  fome 
warmth,  complained  of  the  injuftice  of  fuch  an  imputation, 
declaring  the  report  to  be  mod  grofsly  fl\lfc  and  wholly  ground- 
lefs.]  A'lr.  Wallwyn  faid,  he  fpoke  of  it  merely  as  a  report, 
and  he  had  hoped  the  report  was  true.  He  added  fome  otlier  • 
arguments  in  favour  of  the  amendment. 

General  Bia-^oync  rofe  and  declared,  he  felt  himfelf  extreme-  General 
ly  embarraffed  between  what  he  ought  to  divulge,  and  what  he  "'S"yne, 
knew  j  between  the  data  that  were  in  the  extrafts  from  the 
Report,  and  thofe  that  were  not  there ;  but  he  would  endea- 
vour to  explain  his  fentiments  on  the  fubjedl.  He  then  gave 
an  account  of  the  conduit  of  the  Noble  Duke  at  the  Board  of 
Enquiry,  declaring,  that  when  the  Members  of  it  afTembled, 
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the  Noble  Duke  gave  them  his  plan  with  the  data  to  confider, 
and  called  for  their  plans  in  return.  He  commented  on  this 
mode  of  proceeding,  and  afked  what  individual,  even  if  he 
had  prepared  a  plan,  would  have  chofen  to  commit  himfelf  with 
it  in  that  manner,  againft  a  plan  produced  by  the  Prefident  of 
the  Board,  after  its  having  been  under  his  confideraiion  and 
improvement  for  two  years.  They  were  therefore  reduced  to 
the  necelTity  of  giving  their  replies  to  the  data^  fuch  as  they 
were,  leaving  the  probability  of  them  to  reft  on  their  propofer. 
He  ftated,  that  many  of  thefe  data  held  out  fuppofitions  moft 
extravagant ;  but  they  were  put  fo  artfully,  that  it  was  impof- 
fible  not  to  anfwer  them  in  the  affirmative.  However  deniable 
the  general  conclufions  might  be,  he  deemed  the  whole  a  lift  of 
improbable  poffibilities  ;  and  liaving  fpoicen  to  them  very  fully, 
gave  it  as  his  opinion,  that  the  idea  of  defending  the  kingdom 
by  Fortifications,  appeared  to  him  inconfonant  to  the  genius  of 
our  conftitution,  and  irreconcileable  with  the  fecurity  of  the  li- 
berties of  the  people.  He  faid,  he  fhould  have  fuggefted  va- 
rious other  modes  of  defence  of  the  kingdom  had  he  been  called 
upon,  but  all  of  them  maritime.  The  kingdom  might  have 
been  defended  by  fending  a  fleet  off  Breft,  by  fending  a  fleet  to 
the  mouth  of  the  Mediterranean,  to  prevent  a  junction  between 
the  fleets  of  France  and  Spain,  and  by  other  deftinations  o^ 
our  fleets,'  as  the  relative  fituation  of  other  powers  might  make 
it  proper.  Before  he  fat  down,  he  ftated  from  the  papers  that 
he  had  moved  for  laft  Wednefday,  the  number  of  troops,  in- 
cluding cavalry,  that  had  been  in  Plymouth,  and  Scilly,  and  in 
Portfmouth,  during  the  refpeitive  years  of  the  late  war,  (hew- 
ing that  there  had  never  been  above  eight  thoufand  men,  in- 
cluding three  or  four  regiments  of  cavalry,  in  Plymouth,  any 
one  of  thofe  years.  After  reafoning  upon  this  for  fome  time, 
and  comparing  it  with  the  22,000  men  that  would  be  wanted 
to  man  the  new  Fortifications  (12,000  Plymouth,  and  10,000 
Portfmouth)  he  a(ked  why  the  Enquiry  of  the  Board  of  Offi- 
cers had  been  confined  to  thofe  two  dock-yards  ?     Were  we 
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vulnerable  no  where  elfe,  or  in  no  other  dock-yards  ?  Was 
not  Chatham  dock- yard  worth  looking  at  ?  That  dock-yard, 
and  the  paft  three,  were,  he  maintained,  of  as  much  confe- 
quence  as  either,  if  not  both  the  two  others.  The  General, 
after  a  variety  of  very  intelligent  obfervations,  concluded  with 
declaring  he  fliould  give  his  vote  for  the  amendment. 

Lord  Hood,  in  a  very  clear  and  perfpicuous  manner,  declared  i'OidHo 
himfelf  a  friend  to  the  plan  of  fortifying  the  dock-yards.     He 
/aid,  no  argument  could  be  derived  from  what  this  country  had 
done  formerly  with  her  navy.     The  navy  of  France  was  very 
formidable,  and  fo  was  that  of  other  powers ;  regard  therefore 
muft  be  had  to  the  prefent  relative  fituation  of  the  marine  of 
other  countries  compared   with  our  own  marine :  and  it  was 
from  their  powerfulnefs  at  fea,  that  it  became  a  wife  and  pru- 
dent meafure  to  fortify  our  dock-yards,   by   which  means  the 
whole  of  our  navy  would  be  itQC  to  be  fent  out  upon  any  one 
or  more  fervice  in  cafe  of  a  war.     He  put  the  cafe  of  our  hav- 
ing a  large  convoy  of  merchants  fhips  coming  home  from  the 
Eaft  or  Weft-Indies,  and  we  heard  of  the  enemy's  having  fent 
out  a  fleet  to  meet  and  intercept  them.     In  that  cafe,  in  order 
to  fave  the  commerce  of  the  country  from  a  fatal  blow,  our 
bufuiefs  woidd  be  inftantly  to  fend  as  large  a  fleet  as  we  could 
fpare  to  feek  the  enemy.     This  we   could   not  do,  while  our 
dock-yards  refted  folely  for  defence  on  our  Navy ;  becaufe,  if 
we  fent  the  whole  of  our  fleet,  in  that  cafe  France  might  have 
.a  fufficient  body  of  men  on  her  coafts  all  ready  for  embarka- 
tion, and  thofe  (he  might  fend  acrofs  the  water  in  frigates,  and 
fuch  other  veflTels  as  were  unemployed  by  her,  and  nt  for  the 
purpofe.     They  might  come  here,  effeil  the  bufinefs,  do  us  an 
irreparable  mifchief,  and   get  away  before  our  fleet  returned  ; 
or  even  they  might  do  the   mifchief,  and  inftantly  furrender 
prifoners  of  war.    His  Lor dfhip  added  other  reafoning  to  prove 
the  propriety  of  the  propofed  Fortifications. 

Captain  Liittrell,  in  a  long  and  able  fpeech,  defended  the  ori-  Capt.  Lun 
ginal  motioii  very  ftrenuoufly.      He  went  over  moft  of  the 
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grouncj  that  had  been  previoufly  taken  by  the  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer,  and  directed  a  great  part  of  whathe  faid  in  reply 
to  the  argument  of  General  Burgoyae  of  that    day,  and   to 
the  arguments  of  Captain  Macbride  on  a  former  occafion. 
Capt.  Mac-      Captain  Machr'ide  rofe  with  feme  warm.th  after  Captain  Lut- 

brjde.  ^ 

trell  had  fat  down,  and  refuted  the  illiberal  imputation  which 
had  been  thrown  upon  the  fpirit  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  coun- 
try at  large,  and  of  his  conftituents  in  particular.  He  faid,  his 
Hon.  friend,  Mr.  Baftard,  on  the  appearance  of  the  enemy,  had 
marched  in  at  the  head  of  two  thoufand  men  from  the  country; 
that  there  were  only  at  the  time  five  hundred  {land  of  arms  in 
ftorc,  with  thofe  they  took  charge  of  the  prifoners,  and  con- 
ducted them  to  Exeter.  He  then  added,  that  the  Gentlemen 
whom  he  had  the  honour  of  reprefenting,  had,  with  a  laudable 
zeal  and  fpirit,  formed  themfelves  into  two  companies,  clothed 
and  arrayed  themfelves  at  their  own  expence,  and  continued  to 
duty  during  the  remainder  of  the  laft  war:  to  that  fame  inde- 
pendent fpirit,  Vv'hen  Government  prefumed  to  d;(51:ate  to  them 
in  the  choice  of  rcprefentation,  he  was  indebted  for  the  honour 
of  a  feat  in  that  Houfe. 

He  vindicated  the  condufl  of  himfelf,  and  of  the  other  Sea 
Officers  of  the  Board.  He  coftiplained,  that  the  grounds  of  hi^ 
difient  were  not  laid  before  the  Houfe;  efpecially  as  he  had  de-' 
clared,  that  no  part  of  the  objecf^ions  he  had  made  againft  the 
Fortifications,  or  of  the  papers  he  had  moved  for,  tended  to 
fiiew  the  weaknefs,  but,  on  the  contrary,  the  ftrength  of  the 
coail  and  country  ;  and  read  extracts  from  his  minutes  of  the 
p.ipcrs  he  had  moved  for,  which  were  to  the  following  purport ; 

Lieutenant  Hockings's  Conclusion. 
I  BEG  leave  to  obferve  in  this  extent  of  coail,  (from  Ram- 
head  to  Loo,)  above  feventeen  miles,  the  fifceen  paffes  in 
V/hitefand  Bay  are.  in  a  manner  fo  difficult  of  accefs  to  an  ene- 
my, not  only  from  the  great  rockinefs  of  the  ftiore,  but  alfo 
irom  the  openings  of  the  fmall  bays,  or  recefTes  in  the  coaft 
leading  to  thcfe  pafles  being  fo  narrow,  that  fhould  the  v/ind 

and 
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and  tide  not  be  favourable  at  the  time  of  landing,  the  enemy 
will  run  o;reat  rifque  of  being  carried  on  the  rocks.  It  is  how- 
ever certain,  (hould  the  enemy  efl"e6l  a  landing  at  any  of  thefe 
fand  paffes,  they  are  undoubtedly  accellible,  and  by  which  lie 
may  gain  the  fammit  of  the  coail. 

But  when  the  great  irregularity  of  thofe  palFes  is  confider- 
ed,  in  thtir  numerous  windings  and  turnings  up  fteep  cliffs,  it 
appears,  an  enemy  v/iU  not  find  it  fo  eafy  an  operation  to  force 
them,  particularly  if  defended  by  fmall  breali-works,  and  a  few; 
chofcii  troops  at  the  head  of  each  p::rs.  However,  to  render 
the  accefs  ftill  more  difficult,  and  tlirow  every  obftru£i:ion  pof- 
fible  in  the  way,  fo  as  to  retard  an  enemy's  attempts,  it  would 
be  proper  to  break  up  thofe  footings,  either  by  filling  the  paths 
with  ftones  and  earth,  or  fcarping  the  ground,  which  would 
take  ofFthe  favourable  afpccl  of  thofe  palies,  and  render  them 
inacceffible. 

It  is  remarkable,  that  the  high  ftone  and  earth  fences  of  the 

different  fields  along  the  coaft,  at  a  fmall  diftance  from  the 

fummit  of  the  cliffs,  and  paffes  between  Ram~head  and  Loo, 

form  a  ftrong  line  of  entrenchment  to  line  the  coaft  if  properly 

defended. 

Land    Officers    Proviso. 

Horfe-Guhrds^  June  18th,    1785. 

We  have  confented  to  the  Report  of  Lieutenant  Hockin<rs 
being  entered  on  the  Minuter,  -as  it  has  been  propofed  by  fome 
of  the  Sea  Officers  ;  but  wc  dchre  not  to  be  underftood  as  acced- 
ing to  it  in  all  its  parts  :  with  rcfpe£l  to  the  number  of  places 
where  an  enemy  can  land,  and  the  proper  winds  for  this  pur- 
pcfe,  we  rather  chufe  to  red  our  opinions  on  the  Report  which 
tlie  Naval  Officers  of  this  Board  have  made  on  this  fubjeci:,  than 
on  the  Report  of  Lieutenant  Hockings. 
We  the  underwritten  Sea  Officers,  defire  the  followino-  note 

may  be  inferted  on  the  Minutes,  after  the  Provifo  of  the  Land 

Officers. 

*^*  The  Report  of  Lieutenant  Hockings,  Engineer,  refpeft- 
ing  ^Vhitefand  Bay,  and  coaft  adjacent,  with  the  plan  accom- 
panying, 
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panyingj  correfpond  with  the  fentlments  we  entertain  of  the 
difficulty  of  efFecling  a  landing  there,  if  properly  oppofed ;  it 
being  no  road-ftead,  and  fo  much  avoided  by  our  own  fliip?, 
we  can  hardly  fuppofe  the  fleet  of  an  enemy  will  hazard  an 
anchorage  there. 

S.    BARRINGTOlSr,  W,    HoTHAIvi, 

M.    MiLBAKKE,  J.    MaCBRIDE. 

T.  Graves,  A.  S.  Hammond. 

Captain  Macbride  faid,  that  he  had   corroded   grofs   mif- 
takes  in  the  Report  of  the  ftiape  of  the  country.     He  like- 
wife    read    the  Duke    of    Richmond's    order    to    Lieutenant 
Hockings,  Engineer,    which  was    given   without  the    know- 
ledge of  the  Sea  Officers.     Captain  Macbride    faid,    it   ap,- 
peared  to  the  Board  that  Lieutenant  Hockings  was  clandeflinely 
employed  by  the  Duke  to  invalidate  the  opinion  of  the  Sea  Ofr- 
iicers  :  when  it  was  found  to  produce  the  contrary  effect,  Lieu- 
tenant Hockings,  who  before  was  thought  well  qualified  for 
fuch  an  employment,  was    treated  as  ignorant  and  prefump- 
tuous,  and  as  a  perfon  unknown,  until  a  refpeftable  Member  of 
the  Board,  in  the  Engineer  department,  faid  he  had  been  bred 
up  under  him  at  Gibraltar,  and  gave  honourable  teftimony  of 
his  character  and  abilities.     Captain  Macbride  alfo  expofed  and 
ridiculed  the  conduct  of  the  Noble  Duke,  who  by  every  art  and 
fineffe  in  his  power,  had  firft  endeavoured  to  warp  the  naval 
opinions  in  favour  of  his  fyftem— failing  in  that,  he  had  re- 
courfe  to  a  piece  of  mummery,  which  expofed  him  to  the  ridi- 
cule of  the  whole  country.     When  Captain  Macbride  made 
life  of  the  refpe6iable  authority  of  Adm.  Barrington,  he  not  only 
faid  he  had  his  authority  to  fay  he  agreed  in  opinion  with  Capt. 
Macbride,  but  was  ready  to  come  and  declare  it  at  the  Bar  of 
the  Houfe  of  Commons.     Lideed,  the  whole  conduit  of  the 
Noble  Duke,  who  more   properly  guided  than  prefided,   was 
■without  precedent;  and  it  was  the  firft  Board  of  Officers  inCoun-  , 
cil,  where  queftion  and  anlvver  came  from  the  Prefident  and  the 
Senior  Members.     In  .eyery  other  cafe,  the  Juiiior  Officer  gave 

his 
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his  opinion  firft  ; — in  this  cafe  it  was  reverfed,  for  very  obvious 
rearons.  ' 

Commodore  Bowyer  pronounced  himfelf  a  friend  to  the  cri~  Commodoj* 
ginai  motion,  for  v.'hich  he  ftated  his  reafons  ;  but  faid,  juf- 
tice,  and  a  fenfe  of  his  duty  to  his  country,  obliged  him  at  the 
fame  time  to  dcch^re,  that  a  greater  degree  of  attention  ought 
to  be  paid  to  the  Navy,  when  the  Fortifications  were  going 
on,  than  ever,  and  that  both  ought  to  go  on  hand  in  hand  to- 
gether. The  Commodore  reprehended  the  neglect  of  the 
Navy  during  the  laft  peace,  and  particularly  recommended  it 
to  Miniilers  to  take  care,  that  a  number  of  young  men  were 
properly  trained  up  and  educated  for  the  fervice,  fo  that  in  cafe 
of  a  rupture,  there  might  be  a  fufficient  number  of  young  men 
qualified  for  petty  officers.  The  want  of  this,  he  faid,  was  fe- 
verely  felt  at  the  commencement  of  the  laft  war. 

Sir  Charles  Middkton  faid,  when  the  matter  had  been  firft  Sir  Charles 

,       -  „  f.  Ill  r  ^  1       Middleloa. 

agitated  a  feflions  or  two  Imce,  he  had  great  Icruples  upon  the 
fubjedl:  j  but  he  was  now  perfuaded,  that  the  propofed  meafure 
was  wife,  prudent,  and  neceflary.  The  fecuring  ^.le  dock^ 
yards  was  certainly  3  great  obje<£l ;  but  a  ftill  ftronger  reafon 
operated  in  his  mind  in  its  favour,  and  that  was,  it  v/ould  en- 
able us  to  have  the  full  ufe  of  our  Navy  in  cafe  of  a  war. 
This  was  likely  to  be  a  moft  efiential  advantage  ;  and  had  we 
poflefi'ed  it  laft  war,  he  was  firmly  of  opinion  we  fhould  not 
have  failed  fo  often  as  we  had  done.  Sir  Charles  put  a  cafe  in 
point,  and  reafoned  upon  it  to  fhew,  that  we  might  not  be 
equal  to  our  enemy  upon  the  whole  in  point  of  naval  force,  yet 
there  occurred  feveral  fituations  at  fea,  in  which  we  might 
make  ourfelves  fo. 

Colonel  Barre  fpoke  with  his  wonted  energy,  and  manly  Col.Bane. 
firmnefs,  againft  the  original  motion.  He  began  with  putting 
his  decifive  negative  upon  the  p6fition,  that  it  was  either  right, 
or  wife,  or  expedient  to  fortify  the  dock-yards ;  and  if  the  ab- 
jfl:ra6l  queftion  were  to  depend  upon  his  anfwer,  he  declared  he 
would  fay  NO  to  it  in  the  moft  direil  and  unreferved  manner. 

With 
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With  regard  to  the  argument  of  his  Right  Hon.  Friend,  who 
had  opened  the  bufuiefs  with  fo  much  eloquence,  he  muft  deny 
it,  and  every  part  of  it.  Vv^'hcn  the  Houfe  had  done  him  the 
honour  to  adopt  his  advice  laft  fcflion,  was  it  to  be  imagined, 
that  by  his  recommending  a  Board  of  Naval  and  Land  OfHcers, 
men  of  high  rank,  known  experience,  and  admitted  ability, 
to  enquire  into  and  report  the  moft  proper  and  fit  mode  of  de-^ 
fence  of  the  kingdom^  he  meant  a  paltry,  narrow,  circumfcribed 
plan  of  fortifying  two  dock-yards  ?  He  had  not  the  fmalleft  idea 
of  any  fuch  fcheme.  He  had  been  flruck  with  the  grand  con- 
du6l  of  the  wifeft  Princefs  that  ever  reigned,  at  a  period  of  ex- 
treme peril,  who  had  taken  advantage  of  the  collc»ftive  wifdom 
of  both  fervices,  the  Navy  and  Army.  He  had  read  a  pam- 
phlet, publiftied  under  the  aufpices  of  the  Noble  Dukc^  on  the 
fubje£l  of  Fortification  laft  year,  and  mceung  vvith  a  paflage 
that  provoked  his  indignation,  that  occafioned  his  coaling  down 
to  the  Houfe  laft  fclTion,  en  the  day  that  the  Ordnance  Efti- 
mates  were  to  be  voted  ;  and  while  fitting  in  his  place,  and 
hearing  the  arguments  that  were  then  urged,  he  rofe  and  deli- 
vered his  opinion  j  in  the  courfe  of  which,  warmed  and  glow.- 
ing  with  the  importance  of  the  matter  in  difcuuion,  he  had 
a(ked  with  fome  emphafis,  "  who  was  the  man  that  dared  limrt 
the  extent  of  the  Navy  of  England,  or  circumfcribe  the  exer- 
tions of  the  country  in  the  increafe  of  her  m.arine?"  That 
queftion  he  muft  put  again,  becaufe  the  attempt  was  again  made 
to  do  fo  prefumptuous  an  a6l,  an  acl  little  fnort  of  treafon  to 
the  ftate  !  It  gave  him,  the  Colonel  faid,  infinite  pain  to  dif- 
fer in  opinion  from  his  Right  Hon.  Friend  before  him,  but  his 
duty  to  his  country  demanded  that  he  fhould  fpeak  out,  and  let 
no  perfonal  attachments,  however  ftrongly  they  clung  about  his 
heart,  ftand  between  him  and  the  exercife  of  his  honour,  in  do- 
ing his  utmoft  in  endeavouring  to  avert  the  difgrace,  perhaps 
the  ruin  that  awaited  the  remaining  parts  of  the  Britifti  empire, 
if  fo  rafti,  fo  mifchievous  a  plan  as  that  in  contemplation  was 
permitted  to  be  carried  into  effeft.  The  Colonel  recapitulated 
A.  all 
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all  that  had  pafTed  upon  the  fubje^!^  laft  feflion,  and  faid,  the  fort 
ot  Beard  of  General  Oiiicers,  and  the  cbjefts  to  v.'hich  they 
were  to  diredt  ^!leir  attention,  as  well  as  the  manner  of  direct- 
ing it,  were  far,  far  different  indeed   from  the  conllitution  of 
the  Board  that  had  been  inflituted,  the  mode  of  their  proceed- 
ing, the  refult  of  their  enquiry,  and  the  Report  they  had  made; 
the  whole  of  which  was  fo  curious,  that  it  was  worth  the  while 
of  the  Houfe   to   trace  it  regularly,  and  view  it  collecfively. 
The    Colonel,    in    this  part  of  his  fpecch,    recapitulated    all 
the  fteps  that  had  been  taken  from  the  period  of  his  having  ad*. 
vifed  the  inftitution  of  a  General  Board  of  Naval  and  Military 
Officers,   to  the  day  of  the  extracts  from  the  Report  coming 
before  the  Houfe.     He  marked  every  part  of  the  proceeding, 
and  held  it  up  as  a  feries  of  inftances  of  artful  management, 
jnifapplication  of  time  and  talents,  and   ufelefs  enquiry.     He 
fa'id,  the  Board  he  meant  was  a  Board  of  great,  refpetSable,  and 
■iudependent  characSlers  ;  men  who  had  no  vote  to  give,  no  fa- 
vours to  look  for,  no  frowns  to  fear — men  who  would  have  done 
their  duty  without  confideration  whom  the  refult  would  pleafe, 
or  whom  it  would  difpleafe.     Their  object  was  to  have  been  to 
enquire  into  and  report  the  beft  mode  of  the  defence  of  the  kingdom^ 
and  in  purfuit  of  fuch  an  objeft,  they  would  not  have  confined 
themfelves  to  two  petty  fpots,  but  would  have  acted  on  a  large 
fcale,  and  caft  their  eyes  around  the  kingdom.     They  would 
not  have  comprefTed  their  bufinefs  into  ten  days  at  Portfmouth, 
and  ten  days  at  Plymouth,  but  have  employed  a  due  proportion 
of  time  in  a  deliberate  difcharge  of  their  duty.     If  Portfmouth 
and  Plymouth  ought  to  be  fortified,  Chatham  and   Sheernefs, 
and  Dover  and  Harwich,   and  Yarmouth  ought  to  be  fecured 
likewife,  nor  ought  the  North   to  go  unregarded.     The  Co- 
lonel in  this  manner  purfucd  his  lubjetft  in  an  animated  ftyle, 
till  he  came  to  talk  of  the  Duke  of  Richmond  perfonally.    The 
Noble  Duke,  he  faid,  had   great  abilities,  and  great  affiduity ; 
he  was  adute,  logical,  and  perfect  mafter  of  argument  in  de- 
bate.    No  wonder  he  was  too  much  for  a  fct  of  brave  officers, 

ufed 
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ufed  chiefly  to  out  with  their  lower  f!eck  tier,  and  make  ready 
for  adlion.     The  NoWe  Duke  was  fond  of  engineering,  diruit, 
adijicat,  ?nutat   quadrata  rotundls — and  (to  do  him  juftice)  he 
was  no  bad  engineer.      Let  him,   fays   the  Colonel,  employ 
himfelf  in  engineering,    but  not  at  the  expence  of  the  public  ! 
Having  purfued  this  vein  fome  way,  the  Colonel  compared  the 
Duke's  qualifications  for  contriving  and  carrying  into  execution, 
this  or  any  other  plan  of  Fortiiication,  with  thofe  of  General 
Conway,  Lord  Amherft,  or  of  Lord  Townfiiend,  all  of  whom, 
by  procuring  himfelf  to  be  appointed  Prefident  of  the  Board, 
he  had  excluded  from  their  feats  at  that  Board.     He  dilated  on 
their  refpeftive  fervices  and  charaftcrs,  and  next  fhewed,  that 
the  office  of  Mailer  General  of  the  Ordnance  was  a  civil  of- 
fice, and  not  unfrequently  held  by  a  perfon  who  was  not  a  Mi- 
litary Officer.     He  inftanced  the  cafe  of  the  old  Duke  of  Mon- 
tague.    He  added,  as  another  chara6leriflic  of  the  Noble  Duke 
iat  this  time  Mafter  General,   that  he  was  known  never  to  have 
given  up  a  point  in  his  life;  and  that,  he  faid,  added  to  his  being 
fo  aflute,  rendered  it  impoffible  for  the  refpedlable  NavaL  and 
Land  Officers  who  fat  at  the  Board,  to  cope  with  him  in  a  lo- 
gical contefl:.     He  defired  not  to  be  underflood  as  meaning  to 
caft  any  imputation  on  the  Gentlemen  who  had  conflituted  that 
Board ;  he  revered  their  chara£tcrs,  and  bowed  to  their  autho- 
rity ;  it  v^'as  the  mode  of  inflitution  that  had  been  reforted  to, 
?nd  not  the  men  that  he  condemned.     In  fpeaking  of  the  ufe- 
lefTnefs  of  Fortifications,  he  flated  the  ere£ling  untenable  lines 
of  circumvallation,  as  giving  flrength  to  the  enemy ;  and  in- 
ftanced,  in  proof  of  his  allertion,  the  fail:  of  Lord  Amherfl's 
having  poflefied  himfelf  of   the  lines  of  Ticonderoga,  which 
the  enemy,  out  of  weaknefs  in  point  of  numbers,  had   aban- 
doned, and  which  ferved  Lord  Amherft  as  an  ufeful  fhelter  for 
his  men  from  the  enemy's  fire.     He  paid  Mr.  Pitt  many  com- 
pliments, and  faid,  he  could  only  account  for  his  having  taken 
fb  active  a  part  in  recommending  fo  wild  and  ufelefs  a  projccft, 
by  fuppofing  that  his  conscience  had  been  furprized^  or  he  would 

not 
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rot  have  afTiHed  at  all.     In  that  part  of  his  fpeech  where  he 
talked  of  the  prefumption  of   limiting  the  Navy,    or   faying 
that  our  marine  fhould  be  circumfcribed,  he  referred  to  a  lift, 
copies  of  which  had  formerly  been  laid  on  the  table ;  whence 
it  appeared,  that  we  had,  during  the  laft  war,  120  fail  of  the  line 
at  fea,  and  95,000  feamen  on  board,  when  the  Houfe  had  only 
voted  80,000,  notwithftanding  the  number  of  Britifh  feamen  011 
board  privateers,  and  notwithftanding  alfo  the  great  drain  occa- 
fioned  by  fo  many  of  the  profligate  of  England,  Scotland,  and 
Ireland,  having  flown  to  America,  entered  on  board  their  fhips 
and   other  foreign  vefl'els,   and   fought  againft  their  country. 
The  Colonel  took  great  offence  at  the  Right  Hon.  Gentleman's 
having  given  the  peace  the  cold  epithet  of  a  necejjary  peace.     It 
was,  he  faid,  a  great  and  glorious  peace ;  and  notwithftanding 
what  had  been  faid  in  that  Houfe,  and  v/ithcut  doors  about  it, 
the  author  of  that  happy  event  daily  received  the  gladfome  gra- 
tulations  of  the  whole  kingdom,  for  having  Vi/rought  fo  happy  a 
work.     The  Noble  Lord,  when  he  made  it,  was  aware  of  his 
danger.     He  had  honoured  him  with  his  confidence,  and  had 
faid,  "  I  know,  if  I  do  not  make  a  peace  immediately,  I  caix 
keep  my  place ;  if  I  do  make  it,  I  fhall  eflentially  ferve  my 
country,  at  this  time  finking  under  the  weight  of  almoft  ex- 
haufted   refources,  and  utterly  incapable  of  coiitinuing  war; 
but  I  fhall  lofe  my  fituatlon.     I  difdain,  however,  all  confidera- 
tions  of  a  perfonal  and  fclf-interefted  nature,  I  will  make  a 
peace,  be  my  rifque  what  it  may,"     This  was  the  magnanimity 
the  Noble  Lord   had  ailed  with  :   the  confidence  the  Court  of 
Verfailles  had  in  him,  made  the  arduous  tafk  fomewhat  lefsdif- 
^cult,  and  the  country  was  now  experiencing  the  bleffings,  the 
wealth,  and  the  vigour  that  had  flowed  from  the  tranquillity 
that  had  been  efFedled.     After  an  infinite  variety  of  argument, 
anecdote,  remark,  and  point,  he  defked  not  to  be  underftood  as 
meaning  to  hold    himfelf  out  as  a  Ikilful  Engineer  j  he  was 
none,  nor  did  he  pretend  to  any  great  military  fkill.     He  had 

bee^1^ 
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been  long  Invalided,  moft  honourably  indeed,  more  fo  than  he 
deferved. 

Mr.  M.  K.      Air.  Mofes  Hawkins  Browne^  made  a  fhort  fpeech  in  favour 
of  the  Motion. 

Captain  Captain  Berkeley  did  the  fame,  and  took  occafion  in  the  courfe 

esy*  Qf  jf^  ^Q  glance  at  Lord  Sandwich,  and  talk  of  the  curfed  ma- 
nagement of  our  navy  laft  war,  when  our  fleets  were  fent  out 
in  fo  fkulking  a  manner,  and  when  every  part  of  the  public 
conduft  was  difgraccful. 

Mr.  Cour-        Mr.  Courtenay  began  a  pointed  and  able  fpeech  with  compli- 

tenay.  mentirig  the  Duke  of  Richmond  on  his  civilities  to  him  on  all 

occafions,  and  declaring,  that  in  what  he  fhould  fay  on  the  head 
of  the  Fortifications,  he  a£led  from  no  motive  of  perfonal  fpleen 
to  the  Duke.  Mr.  Courtenay  then  entered  into  an  examina- 
tion of  the  manner  in  which  the  Board  of  Naval  Officers  had 
been  conftituted,  and  went  alfo  through  an  examen  of  all  the 
fubfequent  proceedings  of  that  Board.  He  particularly  ani- 
madverted on  the  indecorum  of  the  Noble  Duke's  having  ap- 
pointed himfelf  Prefident  of  a  Board,  inftituted  for  the  exprefs 
purpofe  of  inveftigating  and  reporting  on  the  merits  of  a  plan 
of  Fortification  projected  by  himfelf.  If  there  was  nothing  re- 
prehenfible  but  the  indecorum  of  fuch  an  appointment,  he  faid, 
he  fliould  have  taken  little  notice  of  it :  but  v/hen,  by  this  ma- 
nagement, the  country  was  deprived  of  the  abilities  and  affift- 
ance  of  fome  very  able  and  experienced  Officers,  it  deferved  \\\t 
fevereft  animadverfion.  He  did  not  profefs  to  give  any  invi- 
dious preference  to  one  military  man  over  another,  not  being  a 
judge  of  the  competent  merits  of  military  Officers  ;  but  this  he 
begged  leave  to  fay,  that  in  a  general  view,  age,  experience, 
and  fervice,  gave  a  decifive  fuperiority  in  the  military  profeffion.' 
Still  he  acknowledged  there  were  fometimes,  but  rarely,  illuf- 
trious  exceptions  to  be  met  with;  there- were  e-xtraordinary 
characters  who  mafter  evej*^'  fciencc,  rather  by  intuition  than 
ftudy.  But  furely,  the  moft  partial  of  the  Duke's  friends, 
would  fcarce  venture  to  rank  him  among  beings  of  this  very- 

uncommor> 


A,  T786.]  DEBATES.  24t 

uncommon  and  fuperior  clafs.     He  would  therefore  fubmit  It 
to  the  Houfe,  as  he  was  fure  it  would  excite  indignant  feelings 
in  their  breads,  when  they  were  told,  that  General  Conway, 
Lord  Arnherfr,   and   Lord  Vifcount  Townfliend,  found  them- 
fclves  at  once  degraded  and  excluded,  by  receiving  a  circular 
Je'tter  from  the  Secretary  of  State,  to  place  themfelves  under 
the  controul  and  command  of  the  Noble  Duke.     The  public 
were  infulted  by  having  their  names  oftentatioufly  difplayed  in 
the  Gazette,  at  the  very  moment  they  found  themfelves  obliged 
to  decline  the  fervice.     For  how  could  General  Conway,  Lord 
Amherft,  or  Lord  Townfhend,  confident  with  their  own  dig- 
nity, with  military  etiquette,  with  military  honour,  ferve  as 
A^embers  of  a  Board  of  Land  and  Naval  Officers   under  the 
Duke  of  Richmond  ?  The  only  alternative  left  them  was  to  de- 
cline the  fervice ;  regretting,  at  the  fame  time,  that  the  very 
difagreeable  and   embarraffing  fituation    in   which   they  were 
placed,  obliged  them  to  take  fuch  a  ftep.     The  next  thing  the 
public   had  a  right  to  expecSl  was  this — that  able  and  experi- 
enced Officers  fhould  be  fublVituted  in  the  room  of  thofe  who 
were  thus  ftudioufly,  and  perhaps  he  might  add,  afliduoufly  ex- 
cluded.— Was  this  the  cafe  ? — No  :— Why  was  not  Sir  Henry 
Clinton's  name  placed  on  the  lift?    Only  diftinguiflied  for  his 
military  ikill  and  fpirit,  the  friend  and  favourite  of  the  Heredi- 
tary Prince.     Would  it  be  fuftiected   that  he  had  adopted  the 
fentiments  of  the  Duke  of  Brunfv/ick,  on  the  expediency  and 
utility  of  fortifying  Portfmouth  ?  Did  the  Houfe  know  the  opi- 
nion the  Hereditary  Prince  gave  on  that  fubjed?  What  he  did 
fay,  probably  did  not  apply  to  the  Noble  Duke,  for  he  only  faid 
(after  viewing  the  works  apart  with  a  militaryeye)  that  no  Officer, 
who  knev^  how  to  manoeuvre  and  flation  a  corps  of  troops  pro- 
perly, would  dream  of  defending  Portfmouth  by  fortifications.— 
Mr.  Courtenay  purfued  his  obfervations  for  fome  ti-me  with 
great  powers  of  argument,  and  a  confiderable  mixture  of  wit 
and  irony,  till  at  length  he  fat  down  with  declaring,  he  fljQuld 
give  his  vote  for  the  Amendment, 
,V  0  L.  I.  R  Lord 
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LentS*""^^^  .  Lord  George  Lenox  rofe  to  ftate,  that  the  Hon.  Gentleman, 
who  fpoke  laft,  had  not  been  correal  in  the  fadls  he  had  advert- 
ed to.  In  one  inftance  he  knew  what  the  Hon.  Gentleman 
had  faid  was  not  flridly  the  fa£l ;  the  fortification  at  South  Sea 
Caftle,  built  by  the  Mafter-General  of  the  Ordnance,  he  had 
fcen  fire,  and  it  had  not  the  defc6l  of  letting  its  guns  run  back, 
nor  of  fmothering  the  men  with  their  fmoke,  (this  Mr.  Courte- 
nay  had  mentioned  in  the  courfe  of  his  fpeech,  as  having  been 
told  him  by  an  Officer.)  Lord  George  faid,  the  Hon.  Gentle- 
man had  a  manner  of  delivering  his  fentiments  that  might  divert 
himfelf,  and  it  hurt  not  any  body ;  but  he  appealed  to  the  Hon. 
General  near  the  H^on.  Gentleman,  if  the  fadt  were  as  the  Hon, 
Gentleman  had  {tated  it  to  be  ? 

General  General  Burgoyne  declared,  that  fo  called  upon,  he  could  not, 

Burgoyne. 

as  a  man  of  honour,  refufe  to  fay,  that  he  had  feen  the  fortrefs, 

and  that  he  had  not  obferved  the  inconvenience  in  queftion. 

Mr.  Cour-  Mr.  Courtenay  rofe  again,  and  faid,  he  had  not  aflerted  the 
fail  as  a  fail  that  had  come  within  his  own  knowledge,  but  had 
merely  ftated  that  fuch  a  fa£t  had  been  told  him  by  an  En- 
gineer. The  Houfe,  he  had  no  doubt,  would  hear  what  others 
had  to  fay  upon  the  fubje6l. 

Mr.  Sturt.  Mr.  Sturt  then  rofe  and  declared,  he  had  feen  the  guns  of  the 
fort  fired,  and  they  at  that  time  ran  back,  and  filled  the  fort  with 
fmoke. 

Mr.  Mar-  The  Hon.  Charles  MarJJmm  refted  his  obje£lion  to  the  pro- 
pofed  fyflem  of  Fortifications,  chiefly  on  the  difi'erence  of  opi- 
nion that  prevailed  between  the  Naval  and  Land  Officers  who 
formed  the  Board  of  Enquiry.  In  all  points  of  fo  peculiar  and 
technical  a  nature,  he  faid,  the  authority  of  the  Land  and  Sea 
Officers  would  have  great  weight  with  him ;  and  had  he  reafon 
to  think  that  the  Board  had  been  fairly  and  impartially  confti- 
tuted,  and  that  their  opinions  had  been  unanimous  in  favour  of 
the  propofed  fvflem,  he  fliould  in  that  cafe  have  given  bis  vote 
in  its  fupport;  but  from  what  he  had  heard  from  the  Honourable 
;tnd  gallant  Officer  near  him  (Capt.  Macbride,)  he  was  led  to 

imagine. 
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Jmngine,  that  the  rcverfe  was  the  fzci.  Mr.  Marfham  took  no- 
tice of  foniething  that  h.:.d  fallen  from  Sir  Charles  Micid'eton  in 
favour  of  the  propofed  fyftem  of  Fortification  ;  and  in  order  to 
fhew  what  had  been  the  prevailing  opinion  of  the  beft  rnd  wifeft 
Statefmen  on  the  fuhjeifl  of  infular  defence,  when  the  danger  of 
an  invafion  was  mofl  dreaded,  he  read  the  following  extratl 
from  a  letter  written  by  Sir  Nicholas  Throckmorton  to  Secre- 
tary Burleigh  in  the  reign  of  Queen  Elizabeth.  "  In  any  wife, 
Mr.  Secretary,  bend  your  force,  credit,  and  devife  to  maintain 
and  increafe  your  navy  by  all  the  means  you  can  poffible ;  for 
in  this  time,  confidering  all  circumftances,  it  is  the  flower  of 
England's  garland.  Animate  and  cherifli  as  many  as  you  can 
to  ferve  by  fea.  Let  them  neither  want  good  deeds,  nor  good 
words.  It  is  your  he/1  and  beft  cheap  defence,  and  moft  re- 
doubted of  your  enemies  and  doubtful  friends  ;  there  is  not  fo 
many  perils  in  it,  as  th^re  is  to  depend  u^onfoj-trejes^  neither 
the  charges  be  like  ?" 

Lord  Mahon  rofe  and  faid,  that  he  could  afRire  the  Hoiife,  LoidMahon 
that  he  was  of  opinion,  that  the  increailng  the  Ar?ny  was  not  the 
beft  way  to  increafe  the  Navy.  But  that  it  had  ahvays  been  his 
opinion,  that  ^ijianding  Army  ous;ht  to  be  rui  cbjecb  of  ccnjutu- 
t'lonal jealoufy  in  this  country.  That  no  confideration  whatever 
fhould  ever  induce  him  to  fupport  this  plan  of  the  Duke  of 
Richmond,  if  it  had  not  been  proved  to  the  Houfe,  that  this  plan 
would  tend  to  decreofe^  inftead  of  tending  to  hicrcafc  the  num- 
ber of  troops  necefTary  to  be  employed  to  defend  the  Dock- 
yards, * 

He  then  read  the  following  E7:tra6LS  from  the  Report  of  the 
Board  of  Land  and  Sea  Officers,  who  had  been  appointed  to 
examine  the  Duke  of  Richmond's  plan  of  Fortifications. 

"  Your  Majefty's  Land  OfScers  (at  Portfmouth)  are  unar.:- 
moufly  of  opinion,  that  the  propofed  finiiliing  of  works  already 
begun,  the  improvements  to  old  ones,  and  the  plan  for  rebuild- 
ing South  Sea  Caflle,  will,  together  with  the  new  v/orks  pro- 
pofed, give  a  reafonable  degree  of  fecurity  for  your  Majefiry^s 
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Dock-yard  at  Portfmouth,  for  the  time  and  under  the  clrcum- 
ftances  of  the  data^  with  a  garrifon  of  the  numbers  before  fpeci- 
fied,  (Regulars  and  Militia,)  which  the  Land  Officers  are  of 
opionion  are  fuSicient  for  its  defence  ;  whereas  thcprefetit  works, 
even  when  repaired,  finiftied,  and  improved,  would  require  a 
larger  force  for  their  defence,  with  which  they  would  ftill  be 
ineffeSiual  iox  the  purpofe  of  fecuring  this  Dock-yard." 

"  Your  Majefty's  Land  Officers  (at  Plymouth)  are  unani- 
moufly  of  opinion,  that  a  garrifon  (of  the  numbers  before  fpeci- 
fied,  Regulars  and  Militia)  appears  fufficient,  if  the  propofed 
new  works  and  repair  of  old  ones  are  executed ;  and  that  for  the 
prefent  zucrks,  even  when  repaired,  a  much  larger  garrifon  would 
be  ineffe£iual  for  the  purpofe  of  fecuring  this  Dock-yard." 

And  at  the  end  of  this  Report,  zflilljironger  fa£f  is  proved, 
viz. 

*'  The  tvorks  we  recommmend  appear  to  us  to  be  calculated 
upon  the  moft  ceconomical  principles,  and  to  require  the  fmalleji 
number  of  troops  poffihle  to  anfwer  the  purpofe  of  cffeduaily  fecur- 
ing your  Majefty's  Dock-yards  at  Portfmouth  and  Plymouth. 
"  Signed, 

Richmond,  James  Pattifon, 

Guy  Carleton,  Sam.  Cleveland^ 

William  Howe,  James  Bramham, 

Geo.  H.  Lenox,  "William  Green, 

Cornwallis,  William  Roy, 

David  Lindfay,  George  Garth." 

Charles  Grey, 
Lord  Mahon  faid,  that  the  queftion  was  not,  whether  there 
fhould  be  fortifications,  or  no  fortifications,  to  defend  the  Dock- 
yards ;  but,  that  the  queftion  was,  whether  the  prefeut  exifiing 
fortifications  whicli  require  a  very  large  body  of  troops  to  man 
them,  and  which  are  not  adequate  to  the  defence  of  the  Dock- 
yards ;  or  whether  the  plan  now  propofed  by  the  Duke  of  Rich- 
mond,  which  will  require  a  mVi(:\\  f mailer  number  of  troops  to 
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man  them,  and  which  luill  give  fecurity  to  the  Dock-yards, 
ought  to  be  preferred. 

Mr.  Sheridan  rofe  immediately  on  Lord  Mahon's  fitting  Mr.  Sheri- 
down,  and  began  with  declaring,  that  he  gave  the  Noble  Lord 
full  credit  for  the  principles  he  had  profefled,  with  refpedl  to 
the  conftitution  ;  and  that  he  did  fmcerely  believe,  that  that 
Noble  Lord  would  not  vote  for  the  meafure  then  under  difcuf- 
fiOn,  but  upon  a  fuppofition,  that  its  tendency  was  rather  to 
diminifti  than  augment  the  military  power  of  the  Crown  :  upon 
this  ground,  therefore,  he  would  meet  him,  and  he  v/as  fan- 
guine  enough  to  believe,  that  the  Noble  Lord  might  be  induced 
to  alter  the  opinion  he  had  declared,  unlefs  indeed  he  was  re- 
ftrained  from  exercifing  his  free  judgment  upon  the  fubjecl,  an 
apprehenfion  which  a  late  fpeech  of  his  had  fuggefted  ;  a  fpeech 
in  which  the  Noble  Lord  had  exprefled  himfelf  fo  full  of  dread 
and  horror,  at  the  means  by  which  a  Tory  foe  in  another  place 
had  both  byfap-and  ftorm,  alTailed  thofe  conftitutional  bul- 
warks, which  the  Noble  Lord  had  fo  zealoufly  endeavoured  to 
erect,  for  the  protection  of  our  decayed  ele6lion  rights,  that  it 
was  almoU  reafonable  to  prefume,  that  the  Noble  Lord  might 
have  entered  into  a  ferious  compadl  with  a  Noble  Duke,  his  fcr- 
mer  Ally,  on  this  fubjedl,  for  reciprocal  affiftance  on"their  two 
favourite  objeds  ;  by  which  the  Noble  Lord  was  peremptorily 
to  fupport  the  plan  of  fortifying  the  dock-yards  in  that  Houfe, 
or  the  Noble  Duke  would  no  longer  engage  to  aflift  him  in  for- 
tifying the  conftitution  in  the  other. — But  what  was  the  Noble 
Lord's  argument?  he  had  relied  the  matter  entirely  upon  the 
ground  taken  by  his  Right  Hon.  Friend,  (Mr,  Pitt)  that  the 
purfuing  this  fyftem  of  fortification,  would  a£lually  diminifh 
the  ftandingarmy  in  this  country;  and  that  the  number  of  troops 
being  fo  diminiftied,  there  would  be  proportionally  lefs  caufe 
for  that  conftitutional  jealoufy,  with  which  all  parties  agreed, 
it  was  our  duty  to  regard  the  increafmg  military  power  of  the 
Crown.  That  this  fyftem  of  defence  by  fortifications,  could 
under  any  circumftances  have  the  effect  of  reducing  the  ftand- 

R  3  ing 


246  PARLIAMENTARY        [Feb.  27. 

ing  army,  Mr.  Sheridan  utterly  denied  ;  fome  plaufible  argu- 
ments indeed  had  been  adduced  in  fupport  of  this  notion,  which, 
however,  when  fifted,  would  be  found  fallacious  and  contra- 
diolory  :  for  the  prefent,  however,  he  would  wave  that  point, 
and  admit  implicitly,  that  the  {landing  army  of  the  country 
■would  be  reduced,  by  the  meafure  propofed,  precifely  in  the 
proportion  ftated  by  the  Noble  Lord  ;  it  then,  however,  re- 
mained to  be  proved,  that  giving  the  Noble  Lord  his  premifes, 
he  was  right  in  his  conclufion.  When  v*'e  talk  of  a  coyiflitu- 
tlonal  jealoufy  of  the  military  power  of  the  Crown,  what  was 
the  real  object  to  which  we  pointed  our  fufpicion?  what  was 
the  datum.)  as  the  fafliionable  phrafe  was,  upon  which  they  pro- 
ceeded ?  what ! — but  that  it  was  in  the  nature  of  Kings  to 
love  power,  and  in  the  conftitution  of  armies  to  obey  Kings. 
— This  was  delicate  ground  he  knew  to  touch  upon,  but  the 
circurnftances  of  the  queftion  that  day,  called  for  plain  dealing  j 
he  could  not  be  fufpeilcd  in  the  fmalleft  degree,  of  alluding  to 
^  the  prefent  Monarch  on  the  Throne,  or  to  the  army  under  his 

command  ;  he  agreed  molt  fincerely  to  the  diftindions  taken 
with  refpe6l  to  both,  by  a  worthy  Baronet  who  had  fpoken  before 
him  ;  but  at  the  fame  time  it  muft  be  admitted,  that  whenevfr 
we  fpoke  of  a  conflitutional  jealoufy  of  the  army,  it  was  upon 
a  fuppofition,  that  the  unhappy  time  might  come,  when  a 
Prince,  mifled  by  evil  Counfellors,  and  againft  the  fuggeftions 
of  his  own  gracious  temper  of  courfe,  might  cherifh  the  dif- 
alterous  notion,  that  he  could  become  greater  by  making  his 
fubjeCls  lefs  j  and  that  an  army  mJght  be  found  fo  forgetful  of 
their  duty  as  citizens,  fo  warped  by  feelings  of  falfe  honour, 
or  fo  degraded  by  habits  of  implicit  obedience,  as  to  fupport 
their  military  head,  in  an  attempt  upon  the  rights  and  liberties 
of  their  country  !  The  poffible  exifrence  of  this  cafe,  and  the 
probable  coincidence  of  thefe  circumftances,  was  that  to  which 
every  Gentleman's  mind  niufl  point,  vvhen  he  admitted  an  ar- 
gument upon  the  fubje£i: ;  otherwife,  we  burlefqued  and  derided 
the  wifdorn  of  our  ancellors'  with  the  provifions  of  the  Bill  of 
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Rights,  and  made  a  mere  mockery  of  the  falutary  and  facred 
referve,  with  which,  for  a  fiiort  and  limited  period,  we  annu- 
ally entrufted  the  executive  magiftrate  with  the  necefiary  de- 
fence of  the  country.  This  plain  ftatement  being  really  the 
cafe,  to  what  in  fuch  a  crifis  were  we  to  look  ?  Were  our  ap- 
prehenfions  only  to  be  direded  to  the  length  of  the  mufter-roU 
of  men  in  the  King's  pay  ?  were  we  to  calculate  only  the  num- 
ber of  foldiers  he  could  encamp  at  Hounflow,  or  the  force  of 
the  detachment  he  might  fpare  to  furround  the  lobby  of  a  Houfe 
of  Commons  ? — No — the  jet  and  fubftance  of  the  queftion  lay 
briefly  here — In  which  of  the  two  fituations  now  argued  upon, 
would  the  King  and  his  evil  advifers  find  themfelves  in  a  ftate 
of  the  greateft  military  force  and  preparation,  and  mod  likely 
to  command  and  to  receive  a  military  fupport?  In  this  point  of 
view  would  it  be  argued,  that  thefe  fortrefl'es,  which  were  to  be 
capable  of  refifting  the  fiege  of  a  foreign  enemy,  landed  in  force, 
would  be  ftrength  in  the  hands  of  the  Crown,  Vv'hen  the  enemy 
was  the  people  ?  Would  no  ftrefs  be  given  to  the  great  and  im- 
portant diftinition,  already  ably  urged  between  troops  eledled 
and  feparated  from  their  fellow-citizens  in  garrifons  and  forts, 
and  men  living  fcattered  and  entangled  in  all  the  common  duties 
and  conne6lions  of  their  countrymen  ?  Was  this  an  argument 
of  no  weight,  when  applied  to  the  Adil'ttia,  who  were  to  form 
a  part  of  thefe  garrifons  ?  or  would  it  for  a  moment  be  pretend- 
ed, that  men  under  fuch  circumftances,  and  in  fuch  difciplined 
habits,  were  not  a  thoufand  times  more  likely  to  defpife  the 
breath  of  Parliament,  and  to  lend  themfelves  to  the  aftive  pur- 
pofes  of  tyranny  and  ambition,  than  the  loofe  and  unconnecStcd 
bodies,  which  exift  even  with  jealoufy  under  the  prefent  {yi- 
tem  ?  It  was  unneceffary  to  prefs  the  diftinclion  j  the  fa£l  was, 
that  thefe  ftrong  military  holds,  if  m.aintained  as  they  muft  be 
in  peace,  by  full  and  difciplined  garrifons  ;  if  well  provided, 
and  calculated  to  ftand  regular  fieges,  as  the  prefent  plan  pro- 
fefled  J  and  if  extended  to  all  the  objeils  to  which  the  fyftem 
muft  inevitably  lead,  whether  they  were  to  be  confidered  as  in- 
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ducements  to  tempt  a  weak  Prince  to  evil  views,  or  as  en- 
gines of  power  In  cafe  of  an  aifual  rupture,  would  in  truth, 
promife  ten-fold  the  means  of  curbing  and  fubduing  the  coun- 
try, than  could  be  ftated  to  arife  even  from  doubling  the  pre- 
fent  military  eftablifhment ;  Vv'ith  this  extraordinary  aggravation 
attending  the  folly  of  confenting  to  fuch  a  fyftem,  that  thofe 
very  naval  ilores  and  magazines,  the  feeds  and  fources  of  our 
future  navies,  the  effectual  prefervation  of  which,  was  the  pre-' 
tcnce  for  thefe  unalTailable  fortrefies,  would  in  that  cafe  become 
a  pledge  and  holLige  in  the  hands  of  the  Crown,  which  in  a 
country  circumilanced  as  this  v/as,  mull  infure  an  unconditi- 
onal fubiniilion  to  the  moft  extravagant  claims  which  dcfpotifm 
could  diilate. 

After  prefling  this  ftill  more  forcibly,  Mr.  Sheridan  argued 
on  tne  fahacy  of  holding  out  expeifations,  that  a  fyftem  of  de- 
fence by  fortifications,  could  in  fa£t  end  in  a  retrenchment  of 
the  {landing  army :   the  firft  fallacy  in  this  argument,  was,  he 
faid,  the  fuppofition  that  the  fyftem  of  defence  by  fortification', 
was  neceffarily  to  flop  when  Portfmouth  and  Plymouth  were 
fccured  ;  and  that  the  reafoning  upon  which  the  extenfive  works 
for  thofe  places  were  juftified,  would   not  apply  to  any  other 
parts  of  the  kingdom,  however  their  importance  called  for  de- 
fence, or  their  fituation  expofed  them  to  attack.     The  (horteft: 
method  of  refuting  this  idea,  was  fimply  to  fuppofe  the   fame 
Board  of  Officers,  ading  under  the  fame  inftru6tions,  and  de- 
liberating under  the  fame  data,  going  a  circuit  round  the  coaft 
of  the  kingdom,  and  called  upon  to  report  upon  the  various 
places  in  their  progrefs,  and  let  any  perfon  fairly  confider  the 
fuppofitions  under  which  they  make  their  prefent  Report,  and 
then  hcfitate  to  confefs,  that  they  muft  of  necefTity  recommend 
a  fimilar  plan  of  defence,  proportioned  to  the   importance  of 
every  place  to  which  their  attention  was  dire6led.     It  was  un- 
neceflary  to  dwell  on  the  circumftances  which  no  longer  per- 
mitted us  to  confider  Holland  in  future  otherwife  than  as  a  pro- 
vince of  France,  or  which  rendered  it  equally  reafonable  to 
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look  with  an  eye  of  apprehenfion,  to  the  neighbouring  conft 
belonging  to  the  Emperor;  the  fa6l  was  evident,  that  in  the 
cafe  of  this  country  being  again  engaged  in  a  war  againft  a 
powerful  Confederacy,  upon  the  fuppofition  of  which  alone  the 
prefcnt  fclieme  was  recommended  and  juftified,  every  motive 
of  prudence  muft  compel  us  to  direct  an  attention  as  vigorous 
and  vigilant  to  the  Eaft  coafl  of  this  country  as  to  the  South. 
On  this  idea  Mr.  Sheridan  enumerated  various  places,  which 
with  Chatham  and  Sheernefs,  where  moft  extenfive  lines  had 
actually  been  begun,  under  the  aufpices  of  the  Noble  Duke, 
mud;  heccfTarily  be  provided  for  in  the  new  fyftem  of  protection  ; 
and  called  upon  any  perfon  to  compute  the  flationary  defence 
neccflary  for  fuch  places,  in  addition  to  the  22,000  men  de- 
manded for  Portfmouth  and  Plymouth,  and  allow  for  any  mov- 
ing force  in  the  country  befides,  and  then  -decide  what  chance 
there  was,  that  this  proline  fyflem  fnould  terminate  in  a  reduc- 
tion of  the  {landing  army. 

With  regard  to  the  probability  of  our  being  able  to  furnifli 
men  for  the  conftant  maintenance  of  thefe  garrifons,  the  argu- 
ment had  been,  not  a  reference  to  our  prefesit  peace  eftablifii- 
ment,  but  to  the  extent  of  the  fervice  in  the  moft  extravagant 
periods  of  the  laft  war  ;  which  in  other  words  v^zls  to  hold  out 
a  notion,  that  we  might  fpeedily  again  look  to  a  time  when  we 
lliould  be  able  to  expend  for  the  purpofe  of  war,  fiftiin  miUlons 
of  money  in  a  fmgle  year  i — at  the  very  moment  that  the  Right 
Hon.  Gentleman  was  holding  out  the  reduction  of  our  debt  by 
a  few  hundred  thoufand  pounds,  as  the  triumph  of  his  admi- 
nlftration,  and  the  corner-ftone  of  that  pillar  upon  which  his 
fame  was  to  be  imbh.zoned  !  Put  even  fuppofmg  this  to 
be  pofTible,  and  the  reference  to  our  eftablilliment  in  the  laft 
<^war  to  be  juft,  the  Right  Hon.  Gentleman  had  taken  an  unfair 
advantage  of  the  argument ;  for  when  he  ftated  the  numerous 
armies  which  we  had  upon  the  continent  of  America,  as  re- 
fources  from  which  we  were  in  future  to  garrifon  thefe  forts, 
and  increafe  our  home  defence,  he  ought  alfo  to  have  taken  into 
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his  account,  the  enormous  floating  eilablifhment  which  attend- 
ed upon  thofe  armies,  and  which  being  converted  into  an  effi- 
cient naval  defence  at  home,  would  make  both  his  fortificati- 
ons and  his  garrifons  unneceffary. 

Mr.  Sheridan  next  took  notice  of  the  attack  made  by  Mr, 
Pitt  on  the  late  Adminiftration,  In  whatever  point  of  view  he 
was  that  day  to  regard  the  Right  Hon.  Gentleman,  whether 
as  that  glorious  orb  which  an  Hon.  Gentleman  (Mr.  Luttrell) 
had  defcribed  him  to  be,  whofe  influence  and  power  was  more 
than  to  compenfate  to  the  nation  for  the  lofs  of  an  hemifphere ; 
or  whether  his  luftre  was  calculated  rather  to  dazzle  and  furprife 
than  to  cherifli  and  invigorate  ;  whether  he  merited  the  lefs 
complimentary  language  of  a  Right  Hon.  Friend  of  his  (Col. 
Bane)  who  had  faid  that  his  confc'ience  had  been  fur  priced  in  this 
lufinejs  \  or  whether  it  had  capitulated  upon  regular  approaches  ; 
whether  he  had  been  fuccefsful  in  repelling  the  infinuation  of 
another  Gentleman,  that  he  was  not  in  earnejl  in  this  caufe, 
by  the  vehemence  of  his  manner,  or  had  confirmed  it  by  the 
weaknefs  of  his  argument ;  whether  the  Right  Hon.  Gentleman 
moil  deferved  the  praiie,  or  the  reproach  he  had  that  day  re- 
ceived, he  would  not  embarrafs  himfelf  with  difcufling  ;  but  one 
part  of  his  conduct  there  was,  which  he  was  aftoniflied  had  ef- 
caped  the  panegyric  of  his  friends. — He  meant  the  fpirit  and 
cnterprize  with  which,  taking  his  hint  probably  from  the  fub- 
je£t  in  debate,  he  had  endeavoured  to  carry  the  war  into  the 
enemy's  country,  and  purfue  meafures  of  offence  and  attack, 
while  all  at  home  was  expofed  defencelefs  and  unfortified. 

For  what  was  the  ground  of  this  ftrenuous  charge  ?  The 
late  Adminiftration,  the  Right  Hon.  Gentleman  aflerted,  had 
fubmitted  part  of  this  very  plan  to  the  judgment  of  Parliament  5 
but  at  the  defire  of  the  Houfe,  had  withdrawn  that  part  for  rc~ 
confideration :  and  now,  if  upon  reconfideration,  they  had  in 
any  refpeft  altered  their  opinion,  it  was  the  grofleft  inconfift- 
ency  of  conduit  and  dereli£l:ion  of  principle  ! — an  extraordi- 
nary charge,  and  particularly  fo  from  the  Gentleman  by  whom 
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it  was  urged  !  Heha.d  reconfidercd  many  fubje61:s,.  Vv^ithout  af- 
piring  to  the  merit  of  an  obftinate  adherence  to  his  firft  opi- 
nion. He  had  reconfidered  his  American  Intercourle  Bill,  and 
had  publicly  avov/ed,  that  he  had  parted  with  every  idea  that  he 
had  once  held  on  this  fubjedl.  He  had  reconfidercd  his  India  Bill, 
and  before  it  was  ingroffed,  had  fcarcely  fufFered  one  word  to 
remain  which  belonged  to  it  when  it  was  brought  in.  He  had 
reconfidered  his  Iriih  Refolutlons  in  every  part,  provifion  and 
principle  ;  having  firft  offered  them  as  a  bounty  to  Ireland,  he 
had  reconfidered  the  boon,  and  annexed  a  price  to  it,  and  then 
reconfidered  his  reconfideralion^  and  abandoned  his  own  indifpen- 
fable  condition  !  And  yet  this  Minifter,  wbofe  whole  govern- 
ment had  been  one  continued  feries  of  rafh  propoution  and  un- 
graceful conceflion,  held  it  out  as  a  palpable  enormity  in  others, 
that  reconfideration  fhould  have  produced  alteration  of  fenti- 
ment;  and  that  too  upon  a  fubjecl:,  where  the  firft  opinion  muft 
have  been  taken  upon  credit,  and  the  fecond  was  called  for  upon 
minute  information  and  authentic  enquiry.  Having  prelled 
this  very  forcibly,  and  applied  the  argument  to  many  Gentle- 
men round  the  Minifter,  who  had  formerly  given  a  decided  opi- 
nion againft  the  Fortifications,  but  were  then  fuppofed  to  be 
inclined  to  favour  them,  Mr.  Sheridan  proceeded  to  a  more  de- 
tailed defence  of  the  conduct  of  the  late  Adminiftration,  in 
which  he  proved,  referring  to  the  Eflimates  and  Journals  of 
1783,  that  they  had  not  the  leaft  occafion  to  refort  to  the  jufti- 
fication  of  having  changed  their  minds  in  confequence  of  better 
information  ;  for  that  the  fact  was,  that  they  never  had,  in  the 
flighteft  degree,  committed  themfelves  in  any  opinion  or  ap- 
probation v/hatever  of  the  prefent  plan. 

With  regard  to  the  hiftory  of  the  rife  and  progrefs  of  Forti- 
fications in  this  ifland,  upon  which  the  Right  Hon.  Gentleman 
had  laid  fo  much  ftrefs,  as  if  he  had  proved,  that  that,  which 
was  not  new,  muft  be  conftitutional ;  and  that  that  which  had 
been  often  tried,  muft  be  fit  to  be  done ;  he  maintained,  that 
every  word  urged  on  this  fubjedl  made  againft  the  caufe  it  was 
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brought  to  fupport;  for  experience,  even  by  their  own  ftate- 
ment,  had  taught  us  nothing,  but  that  the  nation  had  invariably 
been  deluded  and  defrauded  upon  this  unprincipled  plea  of  For- 
tifications ;  that  much  had  been  done  and  undone,  many  fchemes 
and  many  projectors  tried  ;  many  millions  fpent,  and  the  objeil 
avowedly  as  diftant  as  ever  !  So  that  repeated  proofs  of  paft  de- 
ception, were  all  they  urged  as  arguments  for  prefent  confidence  ; 
and  it  was  modedly  expe.fled,  they  fhould  believe  that,  becaufe 
a  point  had  been  always  unfuccefsfully  attempted,  it  was  now 
at  laft  certain  of  being  wifely  accompliflied. 

Mr.  Sheridan  went  through  a  variety  of  other  matters,  re- 
plying to  feveral  arguments  of  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exche- 
quer, and  of  Captain  Luttrell  ;  in  the  courfe  of  which  he  was 
interrupted  by  both  the  Hon.  Members,  who  reflated  their  ar- 
guments which  were  ft;!]  combated  by  Mr.  Sheridan.  He  alfo 
took  notice  of  a  charge  of  inconfiftency  which  had  been  eagerly 
dwelt  upon  by  the  Chancellor  of  the -Exchequer  againil:  Captain 
Macbride,  and  which,  though  the  Hon.  Captain  had  omitted 
to  replvto,  had  no  other  foundation  than  the  Right.  Hon.  Gen- 
tleman having  thought  proper  to  confound  the  opinion  of  the 
La?id  OiScers  with  that  of  the  Sea  Oilicers,  as  Mr.  Sheridan 
proved. 

Mr.  Sheridan,  at  this  period  of  his  fpeech,  averted  to  the 
Report  itfelf.  He  admitted,  that  thofe  who  had  entrenched 
themfelves  in  conftitutional  ohje£lions  only,  refufing  to  be  bound 
by  the  advice  and  authority  of  any  Board  of  General  Officers 
or  Engineers  whatever  upon  fuch  a  fubjeCt,  had  taken  ftrcng 
and  refpe£table  ground  ;  thofe  alfo  who  had  argued  the  fubject 
more  with  a  reference  to  the  ftate  of  the  revenue  of  the  counr 
try,  and  had  feemed  to  connder  the  meafure  as  advifeable,  or 
otherwife,  according  as  it  fhould  be  found  confiftertt  with  the 
necefiary  principles  of  CEConomy,  were  undoubtedly  entitled  to 
every  attention.  For  his  own  part,  however,  he  did  not  go  to 
the  extreme  of  the  reafoning  ufed  on  either  of  thefe  topics — 
€very  hour  produced  inftanctis  vv'here  pradices  highly  dangerous 

by 
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by  their  precedent,  and  evidently  infringing  on  the  eftabliflied 
rightf.  of  the  fubjeit  were  reforted  to,  unavoidably  perhaps,  for 
the  purpofe  of  retrieving  and  maintaining  that  public  credit, 
without  which  the  affairs  of  this  country  were  completely  dc(~ 
perate.  The  Right  Hon.  Gentleman  had  pledged  himfelf  not 
to  prefs  this  bufinefs,  unlefs  he  could  make  it  appear  to  be  a 
meafure  not  lefs  effential  to  national  fafety,  than  even  the  pre- 
fervation  of  public  credit  itfelf.  Upon  this  line  of  argument, 
the  dangers  to  be  apprehended  to  the  conftitution,  which  were 
ftated  to  be  eventual  and  remote,  muft  of  courfe  give  way^ 
and  the  point  of  oeconomy  was  wholly  out  of  the  queftion. 
The  Right  Hon.  Gentleman  had  alfo  flated,  that  the  decifion 
of  a  Board  efpecially  appointed  for  this  enquiry,  and  confiding 
of^^rfons  eminently  qualified  for  the  judgment  required  from 
them,  was  the  bed  authority  which  the  country  could  obtain  on 
the  fubjedl,  and  afforded  a  better  guide  for  the  opinion  and  con- 
du61:  of  that  houfe,  than  the  arguments  or  information  of  its  in- 
dividual Members  could  fupply.  To  this  he  had  already  af- 
fented,  and  now  repeated  his  affent;  nor  did  he  hefitate  to  re- 
new the  pledge  the  Right  Hon.  Gentleman  had  ap|>eared  fo 
anxious  to  fix  him  to,  that  he,  for  his  own  part,  mindful  of  the 
terms  upon  which  the  queflion  was  fufpended  at  the  clofe  of 
the  lafl  Seflions,  was  content  to  abide  by  the  decifion  of  a 
Board  fo  defcribed,  and  to  withdraw  his  obje6lions  to  the  plan, 
if  it  could  be  fairly  made  to  appear,  that  thefe  Gentlemen, 
whofe  names  and  charadters  he  freely  admitted,  did  entitle  them 
to  the  confidence  which  was  claimed  for  them,  had  upon  a  full 
invejllgation  of  the  whole  of  the  fuhjeSl^  propofed  lafi  year  in  Par- 
liament^ to  be  fuhinitted  to  their  enquiry^  and  being  left  to  their  cwn, 
free  and  unfettered  judgment  in  forming  their  decifion — had  re- 
ported as  their  decided  and  unqualifed  opinion^  that  the  plan  pro- 
pofed-by  the  Noble  Duke^  and  then  under;  difcujjiony  tvas  a  mea- 
fure which  it  became  the  ivifdom  and  prudence  of  Parlia?nent  ta 
adopt.     Upon  this  point  they  were  at  ilfuej  and  the  Report  in 
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his  hand  was  the  only  authority  to  which  he  Ihould  appeal,  and 
the  fole  ground  upon  which  he  {hould  argue. 

Before,  however,  he  entered  into  a  difcuflion  of  the  matter 
of  the  Report,  he  could  not  omit  to  take  notice  of  many  cir- 
cumftances  attending  the  manner  of  its  formation.  Upon  thefe 
Mr.  Sheridan,  without  refleiling  upon  the  Officers  who  com- 
pofed  the  Board,  commented  with  gre.it  feverity,  particularly 
fupporting  the  complaint  which  had  been  urged  by  the  firft  fug- 
geftorofthis  reference,  (Colonel  Barre)  that  in  violation  of  the 
confidence  repofed  in  Minifters,  they  had  not  referred  to  the 
queftion  of  a  fyftem  for  the  general  defence  of  the  country  to 
the  Board,  giving  them  due  time  and  materials  for  forming 
their  opinion  upon  that  great  and  extenfive  fubjeil,  but  had 
merely  required  from  them  a  ftiort  anfwer,  relative  to  two  points 
©f  attack  under  certain  data  of  their  own  impofing. 

The  appointment  of  the  Noble  Duke  to  be  Prefident  of  the 
Board,  had  been  before  enlarged  upon ;  and  Mr.  Sheridan  made! 
ufe  of  many  additional  arguments  to  enforce  the  impropriety 
of  that  nomination.  Other  Gentleman  had  alluded,  he  ob- 
ierved,  to  peculiar  circumftances  of  the  Noble  Duke's  perfon- 
al  charafter ;  he  had  been  defcribed  as  a  man,  mho  had  been 
Tiever  known  to  give  zip  a  point ;  whether  this  was  the  cafe  or 
not,  or  whether  there  were  not  fome  principles  of  public  pro- 
feffion,  which  the  Noble  Duke  had  not  very  rigoroufly  ad- 
hered to,  he  would  not  pretend  to  decide,  as  he  might  be  fuf- 
pecSled  of  fpeaking  from  party  prejudices:  there  was  one  cha- 
radteriftic,  however,  of  the  Noble  Duke's  mind,  which  he 
thought  might  be. fairly  alluded  to,  as  it  was  a  peculiarity  which 
had  been  publicly  brought  forv.'ard  in  argument  by  a  high  au- 
thority in  that  Hoiife  j  and,  if  now  referring  to  it,  he  were  to 
reprefent  that  noble  perfonage,  as  of  a  temper  eager  to  extra- 
vagance and  vehement  in  the  extreme ;  if  he  were  to  defcribe 
him  as  a  p  ifon  who,  having  taken  up  a  juft  principle,  was  ca- 
pable of  defeating  all  falutary  proceeding  upon  it,  by  driving- 
on  with  a  heated  imagination  to  the  mofl  flighty  and  prepof- 
A  terous 


A,  1786.]  D    E    B    A    E    T    S.  255 

terous  conclufions,  the  Right  Hon.  Gentleman  oppofite  to  him 
(the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer)  would  be  his  authority. 
He  was  the  perfon  who  had  leilened  hiin,  and  the  Houfe,  into 
that  opinion,  as  mull  be  in  the  recolledlion  of  every  Gentle- 
man, who  in  a  former  Seflion  had  heard  that  Right  Hon, 
Gentleman  diicufs  the  Noble  Duke's  principles  of  Parliamen- 
tary Reform,  and  recoUefted  the  terms  of  indignant  ridicule, 
with  which  he  had  cautioned  them  againft  the  fchemes  of  fo 
wild  and  vifionary  a  projector.  If,  therefore,  he  was  arraigned 
for  following  any  plan  of  the  Noble  Duke's  with  a  peculiar  de- 
gree of  jealoufy,  he  fliould  leave  his  juftification  in  the  abler 
hands  of  the  Right  Hon.  Gentleman. 

Mr.  Sheridan  now  brought  himfelf  to  the  ground  upon 
which  he  was  principally  pledged, — the  authority  to  be  derived 
from  the  Board  of  Enquiry.  But  before  he  began  this  difcuC- 
fion,  he  ironically  complimented  the  Noble  Duke  on  the  flrik- 
ing  proof  of  his  genius  as  an  engineer,  which  appeared  even 
in  the  planning  and  conftruding  of  the  paper  in  his  hand. 
The  profeffional  ability  of  the  Mafter  General,  (hone  as  con- 
fpicuoufly  there,  as  it  could  upon  our  coafts.  He  had  made 
it,  he  faid,  an  argument  of  pojis,  and  conduifled  his  reafoning 
upon  principles  of  trigonometry  as  well  as  logic.  There  were 
certain  detached  data,  like  advanced  works,  to  keep  the  ene- 
my at  a  diilance  from  the  main  objedl  in  debate.  Strong 
provifos  covered  the  flanks  of  his  aflertions.  His  very  queries 
were  in  cafemates.  No  impreflion,  therefore,  was  to  be  made 
on  this  fortrefs  of  fophiftry,  by  defultory  obfervations ;  it  was 
oeceflary  to  fit  down  before  it,  and  affail  it  by  regular  ap- 
proaches :  he  was  fortunate,  hov/ever,  to  obferve,  that  not- 
withftanding  all  the  ikill  employed  by  the  Noble  and  Literary 
Engineer,  his  mode  of  defence  on  paper  was  open  to  the  fame 
objection  which  had  been  urged  againfthis  other  fortifications; 
that  if  his  adverfary  got  pOiTelTion  of  one  of  his  ports,  it  be- 
came a  ftrength  againft  him,  and  the  means  of  fubduing  the 
whole  line  of  his  argument.     Having  very  fuccefsfully  iiluf^ 
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irrated  this  by  fome  inflances,  Mr.  Sheridan  proceeded  to  a  mi- 
nute and  detailed  inveftigation  of  every  part  of  the  Report. 

The  points  which  Mr.  Sheridan  contended,  he  had  diftin£tly 
eftablifhed  from  the  authentic  document  before  the  Houfe,  not- 
withf^anding  the  mutilated  ftate  in  which  it  appeared,  were— 
firji^  that  not  one  word,  hint,  or  fuggeflion  on  the  part  of  the 
Naval  Officers,  tending  to  give  any  approbation  either  diredlly 
or  by  implication,  to  the  fcheme  of  fortification  then  in  de- 
bate, was  to  be  found  in  that  paper  ;  but  that  on  the  contrary, 
from  the  manner  in  which  a  reference  was  made  to  the  minutes 
of  the  Naval  Officers,  of  which  the  refult  was  withheld,  a. 
flrong  prefumption  might  be  grounded,  wholly  independent  of 
information  the  Houfe  had  received  from  Members  of  that 
Board,  that  thefe  minutes  did  contain  a  condemnation  of  the 
plan.  He  did  not  expe£l  to  hear  it  argued,  that  the  refult  of 
thofe  minutes  could  not  be  communicated,  becaufe  they  were 
mixed  with  dangerous  matters  of  intelligence  j  they  had  fhewn 
a  fufficient  degree  of  ingenuity  in  the  manner  they  had  extract- 
ed from  the  Report;  and  it  would  be  extraordinary  indeed,  that 
wherever  the  judgment  was  unfavourable,  it  fhould  have  been 
fo  blended  and  complicated  with  matters  of  detail  and  danger- 
ous difcuffion,  that  no  chemical  procefs  in  the  Ordnance  labora- 
tory could  pofiibly  feparate  them ;  while,  on  the  contrary,  every 
approvhig  o^xnxovi,  like  a  light,  fubtile,  oily,  fluid,  floated  at  top 
at  once,  and  the  clumfieft  clerk  was  capable  of  prefenting  it  to 
the  Houfe,  pure  and  untinged  by  a  fingle  particle  of  the  argu- 
'  ment  or  information  upon  v/hich  it  was  produced. 

His  fecond  point  was,  that  the  opinion  given  by  the  Land 
Officers  in  favour  of  the  plan,  was  hypothetical  and  condi- 
tional J  and  that  they  had  unanimoufly  and  invariably  through- 
out the  whole  bufinefs,  refufed  to  lend  their  authority  to,  or  X.6 ' 
make  themfelves  refponfible  for,  the  data  or  fuppofitions  upon 
which  that  opinion  was  to  be  maintained.  This  Mr.  Sheridan 
dwelt  upon  for  a  confiderable  time,  as  fo  much  flrefs  had  been 
laid  upon  this  circum.ftance,  and  the  Report  had  been  io  art- 
fully 
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fully  managed,  as  in  many   points  to  appear  to  fupport  the 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  in  the  contrary  affertion. 

The  third  point  was,  that  the  data  themfelves  -were  founded 
on  a  fuppofiticn  of  events  fo  improbable  and  defperate,  that  the 
exiftence  of  the  cafe  contained  in  them  carried  with  it  not  the 
imminent  danger  of  Portfmouth  and  Plymouth  only,   but  the 
adtual  conqueft  of  the  ifland.     Upon  this  Mr.  Sheridan  reafon- 
ed  concifely,  much  detail  of  argument  was  not  neceflary,  after 
he  had  unanfwerably  eftablifhed  that  the  cafe  alluded  to  in  the 
words  often  recurred  to  ^'  under  the  c'lrcumjlances  of  the  data^'* 
was  literally  this,  "  the  abfence  of  the  whole  Britifh  fleet  for  the 
fpace  oi  three  months,  while  an  army  of  thi?-ty  or  Jorty  thoufand 
men  was  ready  on  the  enemy's  coafl  to  invade  this  country,  that 
enemy  to  chufe  their  point  of  landing,  to   land  and  encamp 
with  heavy  artillery,  and  every  neceffary  for  a  fiege,  while  no 
force  in  Great-Britain  was  to  be  colledlcd  in  Icfs  than  tzvo 
months  to  oppofe  them."     Having  preffed  this  to  the  utmoft, 
he  then  denied,  that  even  taking  it  for  granted  that  the  enemy 
fl)ould  decide  to  aflault  no  part  but  Portfrnouth  and  Plymouth, 
that  politely  hoftile,  he  fhould  fcorn  to  ftrike  a  blow  at  the  heart 
of  the  empire  j  but  in  the  courtly  fpiiit  of  a  French  duellift 
Ihould  aim  only  to  wound  in  the  fword-arm  ;  that  even  then  he 
denied  that  thefe  only  objedls  provided  for,  could  be  faid  to  be 
effeSiually  fecured.     For  firft,  it  was  not  made  out,  that  the 
enemy  might  not  land  or  march  to  the  eaftvvard  of  Plymouth 
where   no  defence    was   pretended  ;    and  fecondlv,  the   whole 
queftion  turning  upon  a  fuppofiticn  of  our  being  inferior  at  fea, 
in  that  cafe  a  prefumption  of  the  fafe  return  of  the  inferior  fleet, 
and  its  beating  the  fuperior  fleet,  was  the  fole  refource  for  the 
relief  of  the  befieged  dock-yards,  whofe  defence  was  exprefsly 
ftated  in  the  Report,  to  be  calculated  only  as  cga'inji  the  force j, 
and  for  the  time  expreiled  in  the  data  ;  fo  that  the  enemy  having 
it  obvioufly  in  his  power,  while  mafter  of  the  fea,  to  recruit  his 
own  army,  as  well  as  to  keep  the  other  expofed  parts  of  thi§ 
kingdom  in  check  and  alarm,  and  thereby  to  prevent  the  poffi- 
Vol,  I.  S  bjlity 
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bility  of  our  afiembling  and  uniting  a  force  fufficient  to  raife.the 
fiege,  it  followed,  that  if  either  the  enemy's  army  exceeded  the 
nu?nber  fuppofed,  or  the  time  of  the  fiege  was  prolonged  beyond 
the  period  calculated,  the  whole  of  this  effectual  fecurity  va- 
liifhed  under  their  own  reafoning,  and  we  finould  merely  hav^ 
prepared  a  ftrong  hold  in  the  country  for  our  foe,  a  hold  which 
the  circuinftances  under  which  he  was  fuppofed  to»make  the  at- 
tack, would  enable  him  for  ever  to  retain. 

Having  fummed  up  the  general  heads  of  his  arguments,  Mr. 
Sheri-dan  concluded  with  fome  obfervations  on  the  diftin6lions 
Vv'hich  had  that  day  been  taken  relative  to  the  different  perfons 
who  were  fuppofed  to  form  the  oppofition  to  the  prefent  plan. 
He  had  heard  the  old  inftnuatlons  of  party  vlexvs  reforted  to  by 
ihofe  who  had  defended  the  original  motion  ;  and  fome  Gentle- 
men who  had  moft.  ftrenuoufly  oppofed  it,  had,  however,  in  a 
kir.d  of  language  which  he  could  not  avoid  taking  notice  of, 
difavowed  any  party  feeling,  or  connexion  with  the  -part-j  alluded 
to.  For  his  own  part,  he  was  happy  that  the  bufmefs  had  worn 
fo  little  the  appearance' of  party  as  it  had;  and  though  he  had 
moved  for  and  obtained  the  Report  which  had  been  fo  much 
difcuffed,  and  upon  which  fo  much  had  turned,  he  had  been 
ready  and  anxious,  as  the  perfons  alluded  to  knew,  to  refign 
the  bufinefs  into  the  hands  of  the  refpe£lable  Gentlemen  v/ho 
had  that  day  fo  ably  brought  it  forward.  He  could  never,  how- 
ever, for  one,  fubrnit  to  the  imputation,  that  the  party  with 
whom  he  had  the  honour  to  ail,  were  fupporting  or  oppofing 
any  meafure  upon  motives  lefs  juft,  lefs  fair,  or  lefs  honourable 
than  thofe  which  influenced  any  other  defcription  of  Gentle- 
men in  that  Houfe,  The  prefent  queftion  could  not  even  be 
pretended  to  be  purfued  vvitli  party  policy,  as  there  was  not  a 
perfon  in  the  Houfe  that  mud  not  acknowledge,  that  party  pur- 
pofe  v/ould  be  better  gratified  by  entangling  the  Right  Hon. 
Gentleman  in  the  purfuit  of  this  obnoxious^  and  unpopular 
fcheme ; — but  the  Genilemeu  v/ho  had  that  day  led  the  oppofi- 
tion to  it,  had  been  io  wifned  to  take  that  lead,  becaufe  it  ap- 
^  '  peared 
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peared  among  the  moft  eiTedual  means  of  warding  oft  an  in- 
jury from  the  country;  otherwirc  to  be  enlifting  under  lead'^rs 
for  the  day,  or  courting  the  temporary  afliftancc  of  any  defcrip- 
tion  of  Gentlemen,  would,  in  his  opinion,  be  a  conduit  as 
impolitic  as  undignified.  On  the  other  hand,  to  recede  from 
any  important  conteft,  bccaufe  Gentlemen  unconnefled  wilh 
them  were  likely  to  have  the  credit  of  the  event,  would  deferv- 
edly  caft  on  them  the  reproach  of  being  a  faction  and  not  a 
party.  But  this  was  not  their  (;:ondu6t — they  could  defend 
their  fituation  upon  fyftem  and  principle  :  however  reduced 
their  ranks,  they  were  more  defirous  to  prove  they  were  in  the 
right,  than  to  increafe  their  numbers.  He  was  confident,  how- 
ever, the  Gentlemen  he  might  be  fuppofed  to  allude  to,  were 
too  liberal  to  fet  a  lefs  value  on  their  fupport  that  day,  becaufe 
it  was  unaccompanied  by  adulation,  or  any  endeavour  to  can- 
vafs  for  their  future  connection.  Let  us,  faid  Mr.  Sheridan, 
this  night  be  firmly  embodied  in  a  caufe  we  equally  approve. 
Let  us  do  this  great  fervice  to  the  country ;  then  feparate,  and 
feek  oppofing  camps.  Let  them  return  with  the  double  tri- 
umph, if  they  will,  of  having  conferred  an  important  benefit 
on  their  conftituents  and  the  nation,  and  a  real  obligation  on 
the  government.  Let  them  have  the  credit  with  the  country  of 
having  defeated  the  Minifter's  meafure,  and  the  merit  with  his 
friends  of  having  refcued  hiin  from  a  perilous  dilemma.  Leave 
us  only  the  filent  fatisfaclion,  that  without  envyiiig  the  reputa- 
tion of  thofe  we  were  content  to  foUov/,  without  being  piqued 
by  infinuations  againd  our  motives,  and  without  debating  v/he- 
ther  the  Minifter  might  not  be  (erved  by  our  fuccefs,  we  gave 
an  earneiL  and  zealous  affiftance  in  defeating  a  nieafure,  which, 
under  the  fpecious  pretence  of  fecuring  our  coafts,  fcrikes  at  the 
root  of  our  great  national  defence,  and  at  the  heart  of  the  con- 
ftitution  itfelf. 

Mr.  Fox  faid,  his  Hon.  Friend  had   gone  {o   fully  into  the  ''^^f'  S'ox. 
whole  of  the  fubject,  and  had  argued  it  fo  clofely,  that  it  v/as 
unneceflary  for  hjm  to  take  up  much  of  the  time  of  the  Hcufe. 

S  2  He 
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He  would  therefore  fpeak  only  to  a  few  points  fo  perfonal  to 
himfclf,  that  the  Houfe,  he  conceived,  would  think  it  highly  ne- 
ceflary  for  him  to  take  fome  notice  of  them.  The  Right  Hon. 
Gentleman,  he  obferved,  had  pretty  ftrongly  infmuated,  that 
the  fyftem  of  Fortification  now  in  contemplation,  was  a  part  of 
that  identical  fyftem  that  he  (Mr.  Fox)  had  when  in  office  pro- 
pofed  to  the  Houfe.  This  was  not  by  any  means  a  corredl  re- 
prefentation  of  the  fa£l,  for  in  truth  he  never  had  propofed  any 
plan  of  Fortification  whatever  ;  but  in  the  Ordnance  Eftimates 
of  the  year  1783,  a  fpecific  fum  was  afked  for  the  purpofeof 
going  on  with  Fort  Monkton,  and  another  fmall  fort  which 
had  been  begun  ;  but  a  demur  arifing  upon  the  fubjeft,  he  had 
agreed  in  the  Committee  to  take  the  two  charges  out  of  the 
Eftimate,  and  referve  them  for  future  confideration,  and  the 
remaining  part  of  the  Eftimate  was  voted  without  them.  Mr. 
Fox  concurred  in  opinion  with  great  part  of  Colonel  Bane's 
argument,  declaring,  that  the  Right  Hon.  Gentleman  had  well 
faid,  that  it  was  not  by  fortifying  Portfmouth  and  Plymouth 
merely,  that  we  were  to  look  for  a  defence  of  the  kingdom  from 
invafion  or  from  dangerous  attack  j  undoubtedly  there  were 
other  vulnerable  parts  of  our  coaft  that  required  attention,  as 
well  as  thofe  propofed  to  be  fortified.  He  took  notice  of  what 
had  fallen  from  Mr.  Pitt  on  the  fubject  of  the  peace,  and  of 
the  manner  in  which  Colonel  Barre  had  taken  offence  at  it. 
He  denied  that  it  had  been  either  a  ncccjfary  or  a  great  and  glori" 
ous  peace ;  declaring,  that  in  the  relative  ftate  of  this  kingdom 
at  the  time,  compared  with  the  ftate  of  other  powers,  we  had 
a  right  to  expe6l  a  much  more  advantageous  treaty.  If,  how- 
ever, it  had  been  great  and  glorious,  -thofe  who  had  been  in 
office,  and  had  a  fhare  in  making  it,  had  divided  the  rewards  of 
it  in  a  manner  fingularly  ftriklng.  For  themfelves  they  had 
taken  places  and  emoluments,  and  left  the  perfon  who  was 
fuppofed  to  have  been  the  principal  negociator  of  it,  in  full  poflef- 
fion  of  all  the  encomiums  that  the  vyarmeft  of  his  panegy/ifts 
CQuld  balow. 

But 
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But  "  eafe  and  praife  (faid  Mr.  Fox)  are  the  true  obje£ls  of 
genuine  ambition.  Thefe  they  have  liberally  beftowed  on  the  No- 
ble Lord  J  (Lord  Landfdown)  thefe  fubftantial  recompences,  thefe 
folid  honours,  have  they  nobly  fecured  to  him,  in  his  favourite 
retirement,  in  his  fequeflered  happinefs,  in  ruftic  peace,  and 
undifturbed  repofe  !  For  themfelves,  on  the  contrary,  have  they 
not  referved  all  the  cares,  the  anxieties,  the  fatigues,  the  folici- 
tatioris,  and  the  emoluments  of  office  ?  Generous  partition  !— 
fubftantial  fame  for  their  patron,  mere  official  revi'ard  tor  them- 
felves !  'Tis  the  extreme  of  abfurdity  to  fuppofe,  on  party  con- 
fiderations,  the  carrying  the  propofed  Amendment  can  be  an 
objedl  of  the  flighteft  eftimation.  Who  is  there  imagines,  that 
I  or  my  friends  fhall  be  one  ftep  nearer  the  acquifition  of  office 
or  of  power,  whether  the  Duke  of  Richmond's  Fortification 
plan  fucceeds  or  fails  ?  If  defeating  the  Minifter,  even  in  points 
which  he  has  unequivocally  fupported  to  the  utmoft  of  his  power, 
could  have  ferved  us  in  a  party  light,  how  came  it,  that  not- 
withftanding  the  numerous  defeats  he  has  endured,  he  continues 
unfhaken,  or  even  more  firm  than  ever  ?  Has  the  whole  failure 
of  the  Irifti  Propofitions  in  the  leaft  afFe6led  him  as  a  Minifter  ? 
Did  his  fhameful  defeat  in  the  queftion  of  theWeftminfter  Scru- 
tiny, either  prejudice  him,  or  ferve  me,  in  a  minifterial  light? 
Did  his  abandonment  of  the  Manchefter  Tax  take  an  atom 
from  his  confequence  ?  The  fa6t  is,  he  is  a  Minifter  who  thrives 
by  defeat,  and  flourifhes  by  difappointment.  The  Country 
Gentlemen  oppofe  him  on  one  occafion,  only  to  give  him  more 
ftrength  on  another ;  he  is  beat  by  them  on  one  fubjecSt,  only  to 
be  affifted  by  them  in  a  fucceeding  one  ;  if  he  falls  by  the  landed 
intereft  to-day,  he  is  fure  to  rife  by  them  to-  morrow,  with  add- 
ed energy  and  recruited  vigour." 

Mr.  Fox  purfued  this  animated  ftrain  for  fome  time.  He 
then  reminded  the  Houfe,  that  the  Right  Hon.  Gentleman  had, 
as  ufual,  had  recourfe  to  his  machinery  in  his  opening  fpeech.  He 
had  drawn  into  his  argument  the  American  war,  and  the  Coa- 
lition.    He  was  a  little  furprifed,  that  the  poor  India  Bill  had 

S  3  efcaped. 
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efcaped.  Thofe  topics,  however,  the  Right  Hon.  Gentleman 
might  bring  forvv^ard  as  often  as  he  thought  proper.  No  part 
of  his  condu6l  was  he  afliamed  of;  and  though  clamour,  art- 
fully raifed,  and  induflrioufly  kept  alive,  might  for  a  while  put 
a  falfe  and  injurious  conilrudion  upon  it,  time  would  diflipate 
the  cloud  of  prejudice,  and  convince  all  men  how  egregioufly 
they  had  been  duped  and  deluded.  Before  he  clofcd  his  fpeech 
he  avowed,  that  he  retained  all  his  great  party  principles  on 
conftitutional  queftions  ;  and  that  it  v/as  that  circumftance  that 
formed  the  line  between  him  and  the  Right  Hon.  Gentleman. 
"  Ifland,  fays  he,  on  this  great  principle.  I  fay  the  People  of 
England  have  a  right  to  controul  the  Executive  Power,  by  the 
interference  of  their  Reprefcntatives  in  this  Houfe  of  Parlia- 
ment. 7'he  Right  Flon.  Gentleman  maintains  the  contrary. 
Here  is  the  caufe  of  our  political  enmity ;  to  this  I  adhere,  to 
this  I  pledge  myfelf;  and  on  this  ground  I  mean  to  vote  for  the 
Amendm.ent." 
LoidNoitb.  Lord  North  argdcd  againft  the  propofed  fyflem,  on  the 
grounds  of  policy  and  oeconomy.  If  every  Mafter-General  of 
the  Ordnance  \A^as  to  be  indulged  in  conftrucling  fuch  plans  of 
Fortification  as  his  caprice  approved,  there  would,  his  Lordfhip 
fiid,  be  no' end  to  the  expence.  What  was  begun  by  one 
Board  of  Ordnance  v/ould  be  pulled  dov/n  by  another,  and  new 
v.'orks  ereiled,  which  would  again  be  pulled  dov/n  by  the  next. 
It  was  therefore  highly  necefiary  to  come  to  fome  determina- 
tion on  the  fubjccb,  and  not  to  continue  to  proceed  upon  fo 
Tjnftttled,  fo  various,  and  fo  cxpenfive  a  fyftcm.  Lord  North 
took  notice  of  the  allufion  that  had  been  made  to  Lord  Sand- 
wich, by  Captain  Berkeley,  who  had  talked  cf  the  curfed  ma- 
nagement of  the  Navy  during  the  late  war;  and  faid,  though 
the  American  war  was  by  no  means  a  fubjefl  that  came  within 
the  purvievv'  of  the  original  Amotion,  or  of  the  Amendment,  he 
fhould  not  have  the  fmallefl  objection  to  meet  the  Hon.  Gen- 
tlem.an  on  that  topick,  whenever  he  thought  proper  to  bring 
it  forward  :  when  he  did  fo^  however  he  might  differ  from  hini 

in 
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in  opinion,  however  he  might  differ  from  the  opinions  of  mr.ny 
Gentlemen  on  the  other  fide  the  Houfe,  (from  feme  he  fay/  op- 
pofite  to  him,  he  beheved  he  ihould  not  difi'er  widely)  j  and 
however  he  might  even  differ  from  his  Right  Hon.  Friend,  and 
many  Hon.  Gentlemen  who  fat  near  him,  he  fhould  contend 
and  maintain,  that  no  fault  had  been  imputable  to  any  mlfcon- 
duci  or  mifmanagement  of  his  Noble  Friend,  who  at  that  time 
fat  at  the  head  cf  the  Admiralty  Board  ;  but  that  e/ery  ill  fuc-t 
cefs  had  arifen  from  the  nature  of  tlie  war,  from  the  necefTary 
divifion  of  our  marine  force,  and  from  the  powerful  combina- 
tion of  maritime  ftrength  with  which  Great-Britain  had  to  con- 
tend. His  Lordfliip  concluded  with  declaring,  that  he  fhould 
vote  for  the  Amendment. 

Mr.  Dnndas  replied  tq  Lord  North,  and  faid,  it  was  with  aRlr.Dundas. 
view  to  meet  the  objections  ftarted  by  the  Noble  Lord,  that  the 
fyfLem  of  Fortifications,  then  under  confideration,  had  been 
propofed.     It  was  by  that  Koufe's  laying  down  a  regular  and 
permanent  fyflem  that  fliould  be  abided  by,  that  an  end  would 
be  put  to  the  expenfive  praclice  that  had  prevailed  of  indulgia"" 
one  Mafter-General  of  the  Ordnance  with  this  plan,   and  ano- 
ther General  with  ibai,  and  fo  on,  pulling  down  and  abandon- 
ing as  ftift  as  Fortifications  were  eredled.     Mr.  Dundas  flrenu- 
oufiy  recommended  the  propofed  fyftem,  on  the  fame  grounds 
of  argument  as  had  been  enforced  with  fo  much  eloquence  by 
his  Right  Hon.  Friend,  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer ;  and 
faid,  a  mode  of  defence  that  would  give  fecurity  to  our  Dock- 
yards, and  preferve   the   vital  fources  of  our  Navy,  from  the 
danger  of  being  deflroyed  during  any  future  war,  was  an  objcft, 
in  his  mind,  of  fo  much  value  and  importance,  that  700,000!. 
or  even  a  million  of  money,  as  fome  Gentlemen  had  dated  it, 
would  be  a  cheap  price  to  pay  for  the  purchafe.     The  quef- 
tion  was,  would  the  Houfe  go  to  that  expcnce  for  the  attain- 
ment of  an  object  fo  immediately  connected  with  the  future 
exiftence  of  our  Navy,  or  not  ?  To  fuch  a  queftion  he  fhould 
not  imagine  any  man  in  his  fcnfes,  vvho  was  not  mifled  by  pre- 
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judlce,  could  hefitate  a  moment  to  reply  in  the  affirmative.     He 
relied  a  good  deal  on  the  opinion  of  the  Board  of  Officers,  who, 
he  contended,  had  delivered  it  as  their  unanimous  opinion,  not 
only  that  fuch  a  fyflem  of  Fortifications  was  abfolutely  necef- 
fary,  but  that  it  was  that  particular  plan  that  could  be  ereded 
at  the  fmalleft  expence,  and  would  require  the  feweft  foldiers 
to  man. 
Mr.  Wynd-      Mr.  Wyndham  faid,  Mr.  Dundas  had   argued  the   queftion 
fairly,  and  that  he  was  the  only  Speaker,  in  favour  of  the  pro- 
pofed  fyftem,  that  had  put  it  on  its  right  ground.     The  quef- 
tion fhortly  was  this  :    Here  is  a  plan  of  Fortification  propofed, 
and  it  will  coft  700,000!. — will  theHoufe,  or  will  it  not,  agree 
to  pay  that  price  for  it  ?    Mr.  Wyndham  having  fo  ftated  the 
matter  in  iflue,  between  the  two  fides  of  the  Houfe,  proceeded 
to  prove  by  argument,  that  the  Houfe  would  aa  unwifely  and 
improvidently,  if  they  accepted  the  bargain  on  the  terms  pro- 
pofed.    He  reafoned  againft  Fortifications  in  general,  as  an  in- 
fecure  and   dangerous  means   of  defence,   and  as  that  of  all 
others  the  moft  unfit  for  us  to  adopt.     Spem  pro  pretio  emere^ 
ridiculum  eji^  was,  he  flaid,  an  eftablilhed  maxim,  but  metum  13 
perkulum  pro  pretio  emere^  ridiculum  ejl^  was  ftill  more  undeni- 
able ;  and  therefore  he  fhould  vote  for  the  Amendment,  on  the 
ground  that  to  pay  700,000  1.   for  Fortifications,  v/ould  be  to 
lavifh  fo  much  of  the  public  money  for  the  purchafe  of  alarm 
and  danger. 

Colonel  Norton,  Mr.  Wilberforce,  and  Sir  Robert  Smith, 
faid  each  a  few  words  in  fupport  of  the  original  Motion,  and 
Mr.W.Pitt.  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  began,  at  fix  in  the  mornings  to 
recapitulate  briefly  what  he  had  faid  in  his  opening  fpeech  ;  and 
with  uncommon  rapidity,  took  a  review  of  the  principal  argu- 
ments that  had  been  urged  in  the  courfe  of  this  long  debate 
againft  the  propofed  fyftem  ;  and  laboured  to  imprefs  the  Houfe, 
in  the  moft  forcible  manner,  with  this  idea, — that  the  Queftion 
before  them  was  in  reality  a  Naval  Queftion,  which  had  for  its 
object  to  render  our  naval  force  of  more  utility,  by  making  it 
more  fice  to  acl  ofi^enfivelyo 

At 
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At  half  paft  fix  o'clock  the  Houfe  divided  on  the  Queftlon, 
*'  that  the  words  in  the  original  Motion,  which  it  was  the  ob- 
je£l  of  Mr.  Baftard's  Amendment  to  have  expunged,  (hould 
Hand  part  of  the  Motion,"  when  it  appeared  that  the  numbers 
were, 

Ayes,  One  Hundred  Sixty-nine. 
Noes,  One  Hundred  Sixty-nine. 
The  numbers  being  thus  equal,  it  refted  with  the  Speaker  to 
give  the  calling  voice.     That  Gentleman  accordingly  rofe,  and  TheSpeikee 
faid,  that  being  unable  to  fay  any  thing  new  upon  a  fubje<51:  that 
had  been  already  fo  thoroughly  debated,  and  being   too  much 
exhaufted  by  fatigue  to  enter  largely  into  it  then,  even  if  he  had 
ability  enough  to  do  it  in  a  manner  that  would  tend  to  throw 
any  new  light  upon  it,  he  would  content  himfelf  with  merely 
giving  his  vote  againft  the  original  Motion,  and  declaring  that 
the  Noes  had  carried  the  Queftion.     Mr.  Pitt's  original  Mo- 
tion being,    by  this  decifion,  reduced  fknply  to  thefe  words, 
*'  Refolved,  that  it  appears  to  this  Houfe  ;"  the  next  Queftion   - 
that  was  to  be  put  was,  that  the  words  propofed  by  Mr.  Baftard, 
ftating  the  inexpediency  of  adopting  the  plan  recommended  by 
the  Board  of  Officers,  fhould  be  inferted  in  the  room  of  thofe 
that  been  expunged  in  confequence  of  the  Speaker's  decifion ; 
but  as  Mr.  Pitt  did  not  wifh  that  fuch  a  Rcfolution  fhould  be 
entered  upon  the  Journal,  he  moved  the  Order  of  the  Day,  in 
order  to  get  rid  of  it. 

Mr.  Bajiard  faid,  he  would  not  prefs  his  Amendment  if  the  Mr.Baftard. 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  would  pledge  himfelf  not  to  re- 
vive a  fyftem  that  had  been  juft  reprobated  by  the  Houfe. 

Mr.  Pitt  replied,  that  the  Houfe  having  clearly  exprcfTed  its  Mr.w.Pitt. 
opiniorr  on  the  fubjeft,  that  opinion  (hould  be  a  law  to  him. 

Mr.  Bajiard  faid,  he  was  fatisfied  with  this  declaration,  and^r.Baftard. 
would  therefore  not  infift  that  his  Amendment  fhould  be  car- 
ried.    The  Motion  for  the  Order  of  the  Day  was  therefore  put, 
and  carried  without  oppofition ;  and  the  Houfe  adjourned  at 
»bout  half  paft  SEVEN  in  the  MORNING. 

Tf^ednefdayy 
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JVednefdayy  March  i. 

Navy   Estimates. 

The  Houfe  having  refclved  itfelf  into  a  Committee  of  Sup- 
ply, the  Eftimates  of  the  Navy  (which  had  been  previoufly  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee)  were  taken  into  confideration,  w^hen 
I\'Ir.  Brett  rofe  and  moved, 

1.  "  That  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  Committee,  that  a  fum 
not  exceeding  fix  hundred  and  ninety-two  thoufand,  three  hun- 
dred and  twenty-fix  pounds,  eighteen  {hillings  and  eight  pence, 
be  granted  to  his  Majefty  for  the  Ordinary  of  the  Navy,  in- 
cluding half-pay  to  fea  and  marine  officers  for  the  year 
1786." 

The  queftion  was  put,  and  refolution  carried. 

2.  "  That  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  Committee,  that  a  futn 
not  exceeding  eight  hundred  thoufand  pounds  be  granted  to  his 
Majefty  towards  buildings,  rebuildings,  and  repairs  of  fliips  of 
war  in  his  Majefty 's  yards,  and  other  extra  work,  over  and 
above  what  are  propofed  to  be  done  under  the  heads  of  wear  and 
tear,  and  ordinary  for  the  year  1786." 

The  faid  refolutions  were  ordered  to  be  reported  this  day. 
Capt.  Mac-  Captain  Mcchridc  defired  to  call  the  attention  of  the  Houfe 
for  a  few  minutes,  to  a  matter  of  conuderable  national  im- 
portance. He  faw  by  the  papers  that  were  at  that  time  on  the 
table,  that  there  were  among  the  ftips  to  be  repaired  feveral 
frigates,  and  fome  ihips  of  60  and  64  guns.  This  appeared 
to  him  to  be  a  very  impoiitick  plan  of  proceeding,  as  every 
profeffional  man  knew,  that  a  60  or  64  gun  fliip  was  no 
match  for  a  French  74  ;  and  our  having  fo  many  of  the  former, 
was  the  reafon  of  our  having  been  worfted  fo  often  when 
fmgle  Britifti  fhips  met  and  encountered  fmgle  French  fhips 
jn  the  courfe  of  the  laft  war.  The  French  had  now  very 
few  64  gun  fhips  left ;  we  had  taken  the  major  part  of  the 
reir  of  that  fize  from  them,  and  tl'.cy  built  chiefly  large  fhips. 

Policy 
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Policy  therefore  didated,  that  we  (hould  keep  pace  with  them, 
and  imitate  their  example ;  if  we  had  done  fo  before,  and  had 
built  more  74  gun  fhips  laft  war,  he  was  perfuaded  the 
country  would  a't  this  time  have  been  in  a  very  different  fitua- 
tion  from  that  in  which  it  ftood.  He  complained,  that 
the  fyftem  of  repairing  fmall  fhips  at  an  enormous  expence 
was,  he  affured  the  Houfe,  a  pernicious  fyftem,  and  burthen- 
ed  the  public  with  a  heavy  expence  to  no  manner  of  pur- 
pofe.  He  faw  in  the  lift  he  held  in  his  hand,  a  great  num- 
ber of  frigates  and  fmall  fhips  fet  down  to  be  repaired ;  the 
repairs  of  one  Vv'^as  eftimated  at  eleven  thoufand  pounds,  and 
of  another  at  fifteen  thoufand.  It  would  be  much  better  to 
let  them  fall  to  pieces,  and  put  a  few  more  thoufands  to  each 
fum,  and  build  good  74  gun  fhips  in  their  place  ;  and  faid,  he 
verily  believed  if  the  number  of  our  fmall  Ibips  was  reduced, 
the  Navy  of  England  would  be  one  third  the  ftronger.  But 
for  the  fake  of  increafing  the  patronage  of  the  Minifter  or  of 
the  Admiralty,  the  lift  of  fhips,  and  confequently  of  Captains 
and  other  Officers,  was  unnecefTarily  fwelled  to  an  enormous 
amount.  He  had  heard,  that  an  officer,  who  had  rapidly  rifen 
to  high  command,  had  declared  in  that  Houfe,  (before  he  had 
the  honour  to  have  a  feat  there)  that  a  60  gun  fhip  and  a  fri- 
gate, or  two  or  three  frigates  together,  were  an  equal  match 
for  a  French  74,  or  an  80  gun  fhip.  He  was  aftonifhed  that  no 
fcaman,  a  Member  of  that  Houfe,  had  rifen  in  his  place  to 
give  him  an  anfwer  at  that  time.  If  that  Hon.  Gentlcm.an, 
who  might  now  more  properly  be  ftjded  an  Hon.  Dirc^or  than 
a  Commodore,  fhould  ever  again  advance  fuch  a  docirine,  and 
he  fnould  be  prefent,  he  would  aflure  the  Houfe,  the  FJon. 
Gentleman  fhould  not  go  without  an  anfwer.  According  to 
that  Hon.  Gentleman's  doilrine,  by  the  paper  in  his  hand,  he 
could  make  out  matches  for  a  fmall  fleet  of  French  74  gun 
fliips,  by  oppofmg  fmafl  fhips  and  frigates  to  them  ;  but  agree- 
able to  his  own  opinion,  and  he  believed  that  of  moft  of  his 

brother 
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brother  officers   who   had    feen    fervice,    a  very  few  French 
74  gun  (hips  would  blow  the  whole  lift  out  of  the  water.     He 
■wifhed  the  Hon.  Director  had  been  prefent,  to  hear  what  he 
thought  and  faid  on  the   fubjeii: ;  that  Hon.  Gentleman  had, 
l30V.?ever,  been  fince  favoured  with  an  opportunity  of  reducing 
his  theory  to  practice  in  Port  Pi-aya  Bay,  and  therefore   he 
would  fay  no  more  on  that  fubjedt.     The  Captain  then  return- 
ed to  his  argument,  to  prove  the  folly  of  putting  the  nation  to 
a  heavy  charge  for  repairing  fuch  fhips  as  the  lift  in  his  hand 
contained.     There  were  among  them  feveral  (hips  that  were 
known  to  be  bad  Ihips,  and  not  worth  repairing.     He  inftanced 
the  Afia  and  Solitaire,  and  faid,  if  a  war  fliould  take  placq, 
thofe  fnips  and  feveral  others  would  be  found  to  be  of  very  lit- 
tle fervice.     To  what  purpofe  was  it  then  to  repair  fuch  fhips 
as  would  endanger  the  lives  of  the  officers  and  feamen,  many 
hundreds  of  whom  had  been  facrificed  laft  war,  by  being  fent 
to  fea  in  bad  fhips?     Another  thing  againft  our  Navy  was, 
that  the  French  74  gun  fhips  were  2000  tons  burthen,  while 
our  74's  had  been  reduced  to   1600  tons.     If  the  Admiralty 
•would  build   74   gun  fhips  equal  to  thofe  of  the  French,   the 
Captain  fajd,  he  was  perfuaded  the  Officers  and  men  would  do 
their  duty,  and  the  country  would  be  well  ferved.     In  a  64  gun 
fhip,  the  Commander  who  met  a  74  was  well  off  if  he  efcaped 
capture.     He  particularly  Inftanced  the  benefit  of  being  able  to 
carry  their  loy/er  tier  out,  and  faid  he  faw  ^n  Honourable  PViend 
of  his  vi'hom    he   had  often  envied  laft  war,  in  confequence 
of  pbferving  him  proudly  carrying  his  lower  tier  out,  at  the 
time  that  he  dared  not  fhew  a  fmgle  gun  of  that  tier.     After 
more  obfervations  in  proof  of  the  fuperior  policy  of  having  the 
Navy  confift  of  large  rather  than  fmall  fized  fhips,  Captain 
Jvlacbride  fat  down,  expreiTmg  a  hope,  that  he  fhould  either 
hear  good  rcafon  for  voting  the  prefent  Eftiinate,  and  adherin^^ 
to  the  prefent  pra£lice  of  repairing  fmall  fized  fhips  at  a  laro-Q 
cxpence,  or  that  the  pradice  would  be  abandoiied. 

Mr, 
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Mr.  Drake i  jun.  rofe  to  afk,  if  the  money  received  for  the  Mr.Drakt. 
fale  of  the  materials  of  old  and  condemned  fhips,  and  old  ftores, 
after  the  fhips  were  broken  up,  was  brought  to  any  account 
in  favour  of  the  public  I  By  the  prefent  Eftimates  it  appeared, 
that  the  public  was  debtor  to  their  amount ;  he  wifhed  there- 
fore to  know  how  the  credit  fide  of  the  account  flood ;  and  he 
put  the  queftion  then,  as  it  was  well  known  a  vaft  number  cf 
fhips  had  been  broken  up  fince  the  war  ended. 

Mr.  Brett  afllired  the  Hon.  Gentleman,  that  the  fums  re-  Mr.  Bryi:. 
ceived  for  old  materials  and  old  ftores  were  regularly  paid  over 
to  the  Treafurer  of  the  Navy,  and  put  by  him  to  the  account 
of  the  public,  and  applied  fo  naval  fervices,  in  like  manner  as 
any  other  money  that  came  into  the  hands  of  the  Treafurer  of 
the  Navy  was  applied.  Mr.  Brett  faid,  that  accounts  of  the 
monies  received  for  old  ftores  up  to  given  periods,  had  frequent- 
ly been  called  for  and  laid  upon  the  table,  and  that  there  was  no 
fort  of  referve  upon  the  fubjedl, 

Czptzm  James  Liittrel,\  in  reply  to  Captain  Macbride,  en- Capt.  jam?s 
tered  pretty  fully  into  the  detail  of  the  ufe  of  frigates  and  fmall  """■  ' 
fhips,  v/hich  he  defired  his  Hon.  Friend  to  recolle6l  were  of 
efTential  ufe  to  this  country,  being  principally  employed  for  the 
purpofes  of  commerce.  Indeed,  it  was  fcarcely  poffible  to  carry 
on  commerce  without  them.  He  mentioned  the  extreme  dif- 
ficulty of  keeping  a  large  convoy  of  merchantmen  tolerably 
together  at  any  rate ;  and  faid,  without  frigates  it  would  be 
abfolutely  impoffible  to  do  it.  There  were  other  fervices  for 
which  frigates  and  fmall  fhips  were  peculiarly  adapted  ;  and 
therefore,  while  we  had  occafion  for  fuch  fhips,  and  we  had  a 
number  of  them,  it  would  be  madnefs  not  to  keep  them  in  re- 
pair and  fit  for  fervice.  He  fubmitted  it  to  his  Hon.  Friend's 
candour,  whether  it  was  not  rather  the  province  of  the  Firft 
Lord  of  the  Admiralty  than  of  that  Houfe,  to  direfl  what 
clafles  of  fhips  fhould  be  repaired  and  kept  in  order  for  fer- 
vice. The  Noble  Lord  now  at  the  head  of  the  Board  every 
-{jody  knew,  was  as  correct  a  judge  of  the  fubje^t  as  any  naval 

officer. 
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officer,  nor  was  he  lefs  of  a  fiatefmen  than  feaman.  The 
country  tnerefore  might  truft  the  management  of  the  Navy 
fafely  in  his  Lordfnip's  hands  ;  and  his  Hon.  Friend  might  reft 

.  affured,  proper  and  ufeful  (hips  only  would  be  repaired  and  em- 
ployed.    Captain  Luttrell  added  other   obfervations,  but  of  a 
fimilar  tendency. 
Captain  Captain  Macbride  rofe  again,  and  maintained  his  former  ar- 

gument, that  74  gun  fhips  were  the  fized  fhips  we  ought  to 
build  ;  and  that  it  would  be  founder  policy  to  let  moll  of  thofe 
that  were  in  the  Eftimates  this  year  rot  and  tumble  to  pieces^ 
than  to  lay  out  eleven  thoufand  pounds  on  the  repair  of  one, 
and  fifteen  thoufand  on  that  of  another.  (Seeing  Sir  Charles 
Middleton  enter  the  Houfe)  the  Captain  faid,  he  fav/  a  Gen- 
tleman then  in  his  place,  to  whom  he  wiflied  to  fay  a  few 
words,  and  that  upon  a  different  topic,  though  a  topic  relative 
to  the  Navy.  What  he  meant  was  to  learn,  if  it  v/as  intended 
to  perfevere  in  the  fyftem  of  fuiTering  the  fhips  to  remain 
in  their  coppered  bottoms  during  the  whole  of  the  peace? 
If  that  matter  Was  intended,  it  Vi'ould  not  be  long  before  there 
would  be  no  occafion  to  argue  whether  one  fizcd  fhip  or  ano- 
ther fhould  be  built,  for  we  fnould  have  no  Navy  to  fend 
to  fca.  The  Captain  expatiated  on  the  mifchievous  effeiSts 
of  fuffering  the  fhips  to  reraaia  coppered  in  fcill  water. 
— ^The  confequence  would  he,  that  if  fhips  which  had  long 
lain  by,  without  being  frefh  caulked,  were  fent  to  fea, 
thoufands  of  brave  lives  would  be  loft  in  the  deep.  It 
was,  he  faid,  a  miflakeu  notion,  that  coppered  bottom  fhips 
did  not  get  foul ;  they  were  as  foul  after  laying  by  a  time,  as 
fhips  that  were  not  fl^eathed  with  copper.  The  old  cuflom 
was  to  take  the  fliips  into  dock  annually  and  triennially,  and 
let  them  have  their  trimmings.  When  that  practice  was  fol- 
lowed, our  fliips  were  kept  in  good  order  and  condition,  and 
if  the  coppered  fliips  were  not  looked  to,  they  would  all  be 

•ruined.     He  mentioned,  that  Admiral  Barrington  and  he  had 
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together  examined  fome  compofitlon  bolts,  and  found  them 
corroded  and  eat  away,  notv/ithftanding  the  prevailing  idea, 
that  they  would  not  corrode.  The  evil  to  be  dreaded  frorri 
the  neglect  ftated  by  him,  appeared  to  him  to  be  of  fo  ferious  a 
nature,  the  Captain  faid,  that  he  thought  fomething  ought 
to  be  done  immediately  to  prevent  it ;  an  enquiry  ought  to 
be  commenced  in  that  Houfe,  and  the  fads  he  had  ftated  afcer- 
tained.  The  nation  v/ould  then  fee  its  danger.  The  French,  he 
declared,  had  for  fome  time  left  off  ftseathing  their  ftiips  with 
copper,  when  lain  up  in  port.  We  ought  to  do  the  fame,  and 
put  it  on  when  the  fhips  were  wanted  to  be  fent  to  fea.  A  fhip 
might  be  fheathed  with  copper  in  a  tide,  and  therefore  no  time 
would  be  loft.  What  he  had  faid,  whatever  Gentlemen  who 
were  not  profeflional  m.en  might  think  of  it,  was  of  infinite 
importance ;  he  hoped,  therefore,  he  fhcv.ld  have  an  anfi-ver 
from  the  Gentleman  oppofite  to  him,  and  fhould  be  glad  to 
find,  that  contracStors  had  not  yet  got  entire  hold  of  ofEce, 
and  perfuaded  them  to  be  fo  fond  of  idle  and  new-fangled 
fchemes,  as  to  be  wilfully  blind  to  the  fatal  confequences  which 
might  enfue. 

Captain  Levcfon    Gciver   reminded    his   Flon.   Friend,   that  Capt.  Leve- 
flieathing  fhips  with  copper  was  a  new  matter  ;  that  it  had  not  ""  ^'^^■'^''• 
been  introduced  above  ten  years ;  it  was  therefore  as  yet  in 
experiment;  but  he  did  aflure  his  Hon.  Friend,  it  was  watched 
v/ith  the  utmoft  caution,  and  its  effects  obferved  and  guarded 
againft  v.'ith  all  pofTible  attention. 

Sir  Charles  MiddIcto7i  declared,  that  he  had  no  intereft  or  sir  Charlei 
concern  whatever  in  the  fheathing  fhips  v.'ith  copper;  that  it ^^^"''^''^'^°"''* 
was  cuftomary  whenever  any  propofal  was  offered  for  it  to  come 
before  the  Navy  Board,  and  if  they  approved.it,  it  was  refer- 
red to  the  yards  to  know  if  it  were  practicable  in  the  opinion 
of  the  workmen.  It  then  came  back  to  the  Navy  Beard  with 
the  report  of  the  proper  OiHcer,  and  it  was  afterv/ards  fent  to 
the  Admiralty  for  their  confideration  ;    and  if  they  approved 

of 
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of  it,  it  was  acceded  to,  and  put  in  execution.  If  his  Hon. 
Friend  had  called  at  the  oiEce,  or  made  private  application  to 
him,  he  would  have  given  him  every  information  in  his  power ; 
but  he  had  not  expected  to  have  fuch  a  matter  agitated  in  that 
Houfe ;  and  if  his  Hon.  Friend  would  reconfider  the  fubjeit, 
he  was  perfuaded  he  would  be  of  opinion,  that  the  Houfe  of 
Commons  was  by  no  means  a  fit  place  for  fuch  difcuffions, 
Hr.Luttrell  Captain  Luttrell  rofe  again  and  faid,  however  much  his  Hon. 
friend  and  he  might  have  differed  about  the  fize  of  fhips  fit  to 
be  repaired,  or  about  fortifications,  his  Hon.  friend  had  not  faid 
a  fyllable  upon  the  fubjedl:  of  copper-bottomed  {hips,  to  which  he 
did  not  fully  fubfcribe,  and  on  which  he  would  not  go  along  with 
him.  That  matter  was  a  matter  of  moft  ferious  confequence; 
a  queftlon  infinitely  more  important  than  the  queftion  of  forti- 
fications :  the  propofed  fortification  plan  would  have  coft  the 
nation  700,0001.  or  at  moft  a  million  ;  but  if  the  mifchiefs  fol- 
lowed, that  his  Hon.  friend  had  ftated,  as  likely  to  be  the  fatal 
confequence  of  fufFering  our  navy  to  remain  in  their  copper  ket- 
tles^ the  expence  would  be  many  millions  :  the  whole  navy  of 
England  was  at  ftake.  It  was  therefore  of  the  firft  importance 
that  it  fhould  be  enquired  into ;  becaufe,  what  was  the  refult  ? 
Either  the  whole  Navy  was  fafe  and  found,  or  the  complete  re- 
verfe  was  the  cafe.  Let  Gentlemea  weigh  the  matter  a  mo- 
ment in  their  minds,  and  they  would,  he  doubted  not,  be  of  opi- 
nion, that  it  ought  to  be  enquired  into.  He  therefore  coin- 
cided with  his  Hon.  friend  j  but  thinking  with  him  as  he  did, 
and  willing  as  he  fliould  be  to  inftitute  an  enquiry,  he  would 
not  agree  to  inftitute  one  in  that  Houfe  immediately.  He 
fhould  advife  that  the  matter  be  left  to  the  Executive  Govern- 
ment, and  to  that  department  to  which  it  properly  belonged, 
and  he  had  not  the  fmalleft  doubt  that  due  attention  would  be 
paid  to  it.  But  if  it  was  not,  and  the  fyftem  of  fuffering  the 
fliips  to  remain  in  their  copper-  kettles  was  continued,  he  v/ould 
n%p.  year  join  in  moving  for  a  parliamentary  enquiry. 

Captain 
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r  .  Captain '^i^r^r/V/^  rcfe  again,  in  order  to  aflert  his  right,  asCaptain 
a  Member  of  Parh'ament,  to  fay  in  his  place,  what  he  had  be- 
fore thrown  out :  ror  would  he  by  any  means  admit,  that  it  was 
a  fair  anfwer  to  him,  or  to  any  other  Gentleman  who  agitated 
a  matter  fo  effentially  interefting  to  the  nation,  as  the  future 
well-being,  and  even  the  future  exigence  of  the  Navy,  for  any 
perfon  in  office  to  refer  them  to  office,  or  to  fay,  "  why  did  not 
you  afk  me  in  private  ?"  That  was  the  fit  place  to  talk  upon 
fuch  fubjeds,  and  there  he  would  talk  of  them,  whenever  a  pro- 
per occafion  offered. 

Mr.  Drake  faid,  he  meant  no  difrefpe6l  to  the  Hon.  Baronet,  M"^*  Drake^' 
for  whom  there  was  not  a  Gentlem.an  prefent  who  had  a  higher 
refpc£t ;  but  he  muft  fay,  if  fuch  anfwers  were  to  be  given  upon  . 
matters,  fo  interefting  in  their  nature,  to  Gentlemen  in  that 
Houfe,  which  was  the  tutelary  guardian  of  the  public  purfe,  the 
true  interpretation  of  the  Hon.  Baronet's  language  was,  "  I, 
office,  demand  j  you,  the  public,  pay." 

Captain  Levifon  Goiuer  repeated  his  declaration,  that  the  cop-  Captain  L, 
pering  fhips  was  as  yet  an  experiment,  and  that  its  effects  were  °^^'^* 
duly  watched.  In  anfwer  to  what  his  Hon.  friend.  Captain 
Macbride  had  faid,  in  preference  of  74  gun  fhips  to  64,  he  de- 
clared, the  argument  came  rather  oddly  from  his  Hon.  friend, 
who  laft  war  commanded  a  64  gun  fhip,  and  had  been  offered  a 
74,  which  he  declined  accepting. 

Captain  Macbride  faid  it  was  very  true,  and  he  would  tell  the  Captain 
Houfe  the  reafon.  His  crew  in  the  64  were  all  men  that  he  had 
entered  with  him ;  as  brave  a  fet  of  hands  as  ever  failed  ;  they  liked 
him,  and  he  liked  them,  becaufe  he  knew  he  could  depend  upon 
them  :  if  he  could  have  been  permitted  to  have  taken  them  with 
him  into  the  74  gun  fhip  that  had  been  offered  him,  he 
would  gladly  have  accepted  the  fhip ;  but  as  he  was  not  allowed 
to  do  that,  he  chofe  to  ftay  with  his  men  in  the  64. 

Captain  Berkeley  {:i\di^  the  quickfilver  in  his  Hon.  friend's  ba-  Captain 
rometer  was  apt  to  rife  rather  too  high,  when  he  got  up  to  ^'^^  ^^^^ 
fpeak  in  that  Houfe,  and  generally  reached  extreme  heat.     He 
Vol.  I.  T  .       thought 


274  P  A  R  L  I  A  M  E  N  T  A  R  Y        [March  i. 

thought  it  had  got  to  that  pohit  then,  in  regard  to  what  he  had 
faid  of  copper-bottomed  foips.     Capt.  Berkeley  faid,  he  dared 
take  upon  him  to  affert,  that  his  Hon.  friend  had  not  pr.evioufly 
applied  to  office  upon  the  fuhjcft ;  if  he  had,  he  was  perfuaded 
he  would  have  met  with  an  handfome  reception,  would  have 
been  heard  with  attention,  and  every  pofliWe  fatisfaclion  afford- 
ed him.     There  was  a  matter  in  his  mind   exceedingly  well 
worth  attention,    befides  what  his  Hon.  friend  had  faid,  and 
that  was  the  builth  of  fhips.     Vv  e  were   not  only  in  point  of 
policy  to  build  ihips  of  the  fame  fize  as  thofe  that  conftituted 
the  Navy  of  France,  but  we  neceiTarily  muft  build  them  fo  as 
to  adapt  them  to  the  depth  of  water  of  our  own  harbours.     For 
his  part,  he  wifhed  extremely  that  the  Navy  Board,  inftead  of 
trufting  merely  to  the  Surveyors  of  the  Navy,  would  imitate  the 
example  of  France,  and  give  premiums  for  tlie  beft  draughts  of 
men  of  Vt'ar.     He  meant  the  bell  plans  in  point  of  fize,  tonnage, 
&c.  &c.  Sic.  this  would  give  the  Board  the  advantage  of  all  the 
ingenuity  of  the  kingdom,  as  well  as  the  judgment  of  the  Navy 
Surveyors :  and  he  heartily  wiflied,  that  fomc  able  contriver 
could  Ihev/  how  a  74  gun  fliip,  that  drew  no  more  water  than  a 
64,  could  be  built.     If  fuch  a  plan  could  be  found,  it  would  be 
an  effential  national  advantage.     Indeed,  the  conflru£tion  of  our 
Clips  in  general  ought  to  be  more  particularly  attended  to.     He 
owed  it  to  the  valour  of  the  fame  Hon.  Gentleman,  then  in  his 
eye,  to  v/hom  he  -vvas  indebted  for  his  naval  education,  that  he 
commanded  at  this  time  one  of  the  fineft  fhips  in  the  Britifh 
navy.     That  fnip  was  a  proof  how  much  better  our  enemies 
fhips  were  built  than  ours  were,  and  alfo  how  much  better  the 
materials  v,'ere.     He  faid,  he  heartily  wifhed  all  the  fhips  in  the 
Britifh  navy  were  equally  excellent. 
Mr.  Hop-       Mr.  Hopkins  faid  a  few  words  to  inform  the  Houfe  what  fhips 
had  lately  been  built,  and  that  among  a  great  number  of  new 
ones  built  or  building,  only  two  of  the  whole  were  64  gun  fhips. 
Mr.  Sloper.      Mr.  iSV'&/rr  faid,  as  it  was  on  all  hands. agreed,  that  coppering 
the  bottoms  of  iliips  was  an  experii^ent,  he  thought  thcexperi- 
j  ment 
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ment  ought  to  be  tried  on  a  few  fluips  only,  and  not  on  the 
whole  navy  at  once. 


Thiirfday^  March  2. 
Navy    Estimates. 

Mr.  Gilbert  brought  up  the  Report  of  the  Refolutions  of  the 
Committee  of  Supply, on  the  Navy  Eftimates,  which  were  read 
a  firft  time  and  agreed  to ;  and  when  the  Queftion  was  put, 
"  that  they  be  read  a  fecond  time," 

Sk  John  Jervis  rok,  and  alluded  to  the  converfation  of  the  Sir  J.  Jems, 
preceding  day,  on  the  fubjedl  of  repairing  fixty-fours,  &c.  and 
coppering  and  uncoppering  the  (Lips  of  the  Royal  navy.  -Ke 
faid,  his  Hon.  friend  Captain  Macbride  had  been  mifunderfcood 
and  miftated.  That  his  Hon.  friend  had  not  been  deurous  of 
deftroylng  or  breaking  up  fo  elTential  a  part  of  the  maritime 
force  of  the  country  as  all  our  fixty  gun  (hips,  but  had  merely 
faid,  that  when  fixty-fours  of  bad  character  Vi^ere  fet  dov/n  for 
repair  in  the  Eftimates  laid  on  the  table,  and  very  large  fums, 
fuchas  i8,oool.  for  one,  1I5OG0I.  for  another,  were  required 
for  the  repair,  that  it  would  be  wifer  to  break  up  thofe  (hips, 
and  add  a  few  more  thoufand  pounds  to  the  money,  and  build 
new  ftiips  in  their  ftead.  Sir  John  faid,  he  would  tell  the 
Houfe  the  manner  in  which  the  Eftimates  for  repairs  were  ufu- 
ally  made  out  • — a  proper  perfon  went  down  from  the  Navy 
Board  to  the  feveral  yards,  and  there  the  Surveyor,  or  his  De- 
puties, who  were  or  ought  to  be  experienced  Shipwrights,  went 
to  the  veflel  and  fajled  her,  as  the  technical  phrafe  v/as,  which 
was  performed  by  boring  holes  in  feveral  different  parts  of  the 
ftiip,  and  then  infpefling  the  wood  brought  out  in  the  auger ; 
if  the  wood  fo  brought  out  was  found,  an  S  was  marked  over 
the  hole;  if  the  wood  in  the  auger  was  rotten,  an  R  was  put 
over  the  hole,  and  then  the  proper  Officer  cam?  and  caft  up  the 
number  of  S's  and  the  number  of  R's  ;  and  according  as  the  one 
or  the  other  predominated,  the  fhip  v/as  pronounced  fonnd,  rot^ 
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ten^  veryfou7:d^  very  rottetj^  he.  he.  and  upon  the  ilrength  of 
that  Report,  the  fhip  was  clafled  under  its  peculiar  head  of  fliips 
'  to  be  repaired.  The  mifchief,  Captain  Jervis  iaid,  was,  that 
fometimes  inftead  of  the  tajling  being  performed  by  a  fkih^'ul  and 
judicious  Shipwright,  his  two  apprentices  went  to  the  {hip  and 
tajiedhex,  and  in  confequence  of  their  ignorance,  or  inattention 
and  neglcdl,  very  grofs  niiftakes  were  committed.  He  in- 
flanced  two  very  extraordinary  cafes  ;  the  firft  was  that  of  the 
Pririce  man  of  war,  which  was  adjudged  fo  rotten,  that  fhe  was 
ordered  to  be  broken  up  j  but  when  fhe  was  breaking  up,  and 
the  coats  of  her  ftieathing,  he.  were  taken  ofF,  her  frame  vv^as 
found  to  be  as  found  and  good  as  poffible  ;  nay,  in  fuch  excel- 
lence of  heart  was  the  wood,  that  it  actually  turned  the  edges 
of  the  workmen's  tools,  as  he  few  himfelf,  for  he  was  an  eye- 
witnefs  of  it.  This  being  fo  unexpefted,  the  Commiffioner  was 
told  of  the  circumftance,  who,  when  he  faw  it,  ordered  the 
workmen  to  ftop  their  hands,  and  fent  up  word  to  the  Navy 
Board,  defiring  to  know  what  he  fhould  do ;  when  an  angry  an- 
fwcr  was  immediately  returned,  in  which  the  Commiffioner  was 
blamed  for  having  acted  contrary  to  his  orders,  and  thefliip  was 
ordered  to  be  finifhed  breaking  up  immediately.  Sir  John  faid, 
he  meant  to  blame  no  individual,  nor  any  Board  whatever,  but 
fuch  was  the  fail.  He  would  ftate  another  diredWy  the  reverfe. 
— A  fhip  was  under  repair  at  Mr.  Wells's  up  the  river;  when 
the  workmen  had  got  her  ftripped,  they  found  her  fo  very  rot- 
ten, that  Mr.  Wells,  like  an  honeft  man,  fent  word  of  it  to  the 
Navy  Board,  acquainting  them  that  the  fhip,  when  repaired, 
would  not  be  worth  the  money  the  repair  would  cofl.  Having 
ffated  thefe  facls,  Sir  John  adverted  to  what  had  been  faid  the 
preceding  day,  relative  to  the  fuffering  fhips  to  remain  in  their 
copper;  and  declared,  that  if  he  heard  of  any  fhips  having  been 
fent  out,  that  had  long  been  coppered,  without  having  been  very 
carefully  examined,  and  attended  to  previous  to  hel"  failing,  he 
would  complain  of  it  to  the  Houfe. 

Captain 
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Captain  Machride  thanked  his  Hon.  friend  for  having  fet  Capt.  Mao- 
right  the  mifconceptions  of  thofe  who  had  mifunderftood  him. 
What  he  meant  was  exacSlly  what  his  Hon.  friend  had  ftated, 
not  to  break  up  good  64  gun  fliips,  but  fuch  only  as  had  a  bad 
character,  and  would  require  a  very  heavy  expence  to  re- 
pair. Captain  Macbride  inftanced  the  Afia,  that  had  coft  an 
extremely  large  fum,  and  after  one  voyage  only  again  wanted 
a  new  repair. 

Mr.  Brett  made  a  fliort  fpeech,  but  under  a  mifconception  of  Mr.  Brett. 
Captain  Macbride's  meaning.  Captain  J^/^ri-nVt'  explained — 
and  Mr.  Hiijfey  faid  a  few  words  in  refpe£l  to  the  tajling  of  fhips, 
and  the  jealoufy  that  every  Navy  Eftimate  ought  to  create  in 
that  Houfe.  He  exprefled  a  hope,  that  the  Captain  (whom  he 
greatly  praifed)  would  purfue~the  enquiry  he  had  pledged  himfelf 
to  bring  forward.  Captain  Machride  anfwered,  that  he  under- 
ftood  a  meafure  was  in  contemplation  that  would  fuperfede  the 
neceflity  for  the  enquiry  he  had  talked  of 5  but  the  Hon.  Gen- 
tleman might  reft  afiured,  he  would  never  be  found  v/orfe  than 
his  word.  Captain  Levefon  Gcwer  faid  a  word  or  two,  and  the 
Refolutions  were  read  a  fecond  time  and  agreed  to. 
Revenue. 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  gave  notice,  that  on  Tuef-  Mr. W.Pitt, 
day  next  he  fhould  move,  that  feveral  of  the  papers  on  the  fub- 
je£i:  of  the  national  income,  that  were  delivered,  be  fubmitted 
to  the  confideration  of  a  Committee  of  the-whole  Houfe. 

TURBOT     AND     LoBSTER     FISHERIES. 

The  Houfe  having  refolved  itfeif  into  a  Committee  of  the 
whole  Houfe,  Mr.  M.  A.  Taylor  in  the  Chair,  Mr.  Beaufoy 
faid, 

Mr.  Taylor,  as  I  had  the  honour  of  prefenting  to  the  Houfe  Mr.Beaufoy 
the  Report,   for  the  confideration  of  which  they  have  now  re-    ^ 
folved  themfelves  into  a  Committee,  I  muft  entreat  their  in- 
dulgence for  a  few  m.oments,  while  I  briefly  defcribe  the  obje6t 
of  the  plan,  which  the  Refolutions  contained  in  that  Report  are 
ineant  to  recommend. 

T  3  In 
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In  bringing  forward  this  bufinefs,  I  have  pleafure  in  con- 
templating the  intimate  connexion  it  has  with  thofe  important, 
intcrefts,  that  have  this  day  (o  ftrongly  and  fo  juftly  engaged 
the  attention  of  the  Houfe  ;  I  mean,  the  riavai  intercfts  of  the 
kingdom.  And  I  have  alio  pleafure  in  recollecSting,  that  it  is  a 
buffnefs  to  which  the  Members  of  the  Houfe  have  repeatedly 
fhewn  thenifelves  favourably  difpofed  :  for  in  the  two  laft  Sef- 
ficns  of  Parliament,  as  well  as  in  the  prefent,  they  appointed  a 
Committee  e:iprefsly  for  the  purpofe  of  r.fcertaining  the  moft 
effeiStual  means  of  extending  the  fiiheries  of  Britain. 

It  was  in  confequence  o^  the  enquiries  of  the  Committee  of 
the  lafl;  year,  that  I  was  enabled  to  propofe  to  the  Houfe  a  Bill, 
which  they  did  me  the  Honour  to  approve,  for  removing  the 
reflraints  which  unwife  and  improvident  laws  had  impofed  on 
the  progrefs  of  the  fifheries  on  the  northern  and  weftern  coafts 
of  the  ifland. 

It  is  in  confequence  of  the  enquiries  of  the  Committee  of  the 
prefent  year,  that  I  am  now  enabled  to  propofe,  what  may  be 
confidered  as  the  fecond  part  of  the  fyftem,  a  plan  for  improv- 
ing the  fiflieries  in  the  eaftern  feas  of  the  kingdom.  This  de- 
firable  objetfl  the  Report  before  you  purpofes  to  obtain,  by 
transferring  from  foreigners  to  our  own  countryrnen,  from 
Dutchmen  to  Englifhmen,  the  valuable  filliery  for  turbot.  It 
is  in  our  ov*'n  feas  that  all  thefc  fifti  are  taken — it  is  to  our 
own  markets  that  almofl  all  of  them  are  brought  j  yet  they  are 
taken  by  Dutchmen  ;  they  are  brought.,to  our  markets  by  Dutch- 
men :  all  the  profits  arifing  from  the  falc  of  the  fiih,  all  the  ad- 
vantages refuking  from  the  encouragement  of  fcamen,  and  the 
maintenance  of  naval  flrength,  all  the  benefits  both  public  and 
private  which  the  fifliery  afibrds,  are  at  this  time  monopolized 
by  the  Dutch.  Thofe  advantages  the  Report  upon  your  table 
prppofes  to  transfer  to  the  people  of  this  kingdom.  The  prin- 
ciple of  the  fyftem  is,  that  our  countrymen  fliould  be  preferred 
to  foreigners ;  that  Englifli  fifliermen  are  entitled  to  fome  ad- 
vantage in  an  Englifli  market  j  and  that  it  is  more  for  the  in- 

terell 
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tercft  of  Britain  to  encourage  her  own  fifheries,  to  rewarJ  the 
induftry  of  her  oivn  people,  to  increafe  the  number  of  her  o%vn 
feamen,  and  to  add  to  her  own  naval  flrength,  than  it  can  be  to 
encourage  the  fifheries,  or  reward  the  indullry,  or  promote  the 
naval  ftrength  of  Holland  j  a  country  which  is  always  a  rival, 
fometimes  an  enemy. 

Before  I  proceed  to  move  the  different  Rcfolutions  which  I 
fhall  have  the  honour  of  fubmitting  to  the  judgment  of  the 
Committee,  perhaps,  Sir,  it  may  not  be  unnecefTary,  nor  alto- 
gether uninterefting,  briefly  to  defcribc  the  nature  of  the  fifhery 
to  which  thefe  Refolutions  relate. 

The  turbot  fifliery  begins  in  the  latter  end  of  the  month  cf 
A'larch,  at  which  time  the  Dutch  fifnermcn  afTemble  on  that  part 
cf  the  Dutch  coaft  which  lies  a  few  leagues  to  the  fouih  of  Scher 
veling  :  from  thence,  as  the  warm  weather  approaches,  the  fifti, 
it  is  faid,  in  order  to  avoid  the  heat?,  retire  farther  and  farther 
north.  During  the  months  of  April  and  Aiay  they  continue  on 
the  bank  which  is  generally  called  the  Broad  Fourteens,  and 
which  runs  nearly  parallel  to  the  coafl  of  Holland,  from  the  la- 
titude of  Scheveling  to  a  latitude  confiderably  to  the  north  of 
the  Texel.  Early  in  the  month  of  June,  the  nfn  remove  from 
the  Broad  Fourteens  to  banks  that  furround  the  fnall  ifland 
of  Hylingland,  which  lies  weftward  of  Hamburgh,  off  the  river 
Elbe,  but  at  a  confiderable  diflance  at  fea  ;  there  the  fifhery 
continues  till  the  middle  of  the  month  oi  Auguft,  at  which  time 
it  is  over  for  the  year. 

Having  thus  defcribed  the  times  when,  and  the  places  where, 
the  turbot  are  caught,  the  next  objedt  of  enquiry  is  the  mode  of 
taking  them. — At  the  beginning  of  the  feafon  the  fifh  are  caught 
with  a  fort  of  drag-net,  vvhich  is  drawn  along  the  banks,  and 
which  fweeps  from  the  fand  the  various  fpecics  of  Bat  fifh  which 
lie  there,  fuch  as  foles,  plaice,  thornback,  and  among  the  refl: 
turbot.  But  when  the  feafon  for  the  removal  of  the  fifli  is  ar- 
rived, and  the  turbots  retire  from  the  banks  on  the  coafls  of 
Holland  to  thofe  in  the  neighbourhourhood  of  Hylingland,  the 
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depth  of  the  water,  and  the  unevennefs  of  the  ground,  render 
the  ufe  of  the  drag-net  wholly  impraclicable.  The  fiiliennaii 
is  then  obliged  to  have  recourfe  to  the  hook  and  the  line.  The 
line  that  is  employed  for  this  purpofe  is  not  of  the  fort  that  is 
held  by  the  hand,  and  that  is  furnifhed  with  a  fuigle  hook ;  for 
the  line  employed  in  the  turbot  fifhcry  is  generally  more  than 
two  miles  in  length,  and  is  furniflied  with  fix  or  feven  hundred 
hooks,  which  are  placed  at  the  diftance  of  frveral  yards  from 
each  other ;  fo  that  when  the  line,  as^the  velTel  drives,  is  thrown 
on  the  water,  and  finks  by  means  of  its  leads,  a  confiderable 
length  of  ground  is  occupied  by  the  fuccefTive  hooks.  Befides 
the  leads  that  are  employed  to  fink  the  line,  feveral  anchors  are 
faftened  to  it  at  different  diftances,  in  order  to  prevent  its  driv- 
ing with  the  tide.  The  hooks,  during  one  part  of  the  feafon, 
are  baited  with  the  common  fmelt,  and  during  the  other  with  a 
iifh  that  refembles  the  eel,  except  that  its  colour  is  different,  and 
that  its  head  is  drawn  out  to  a  kind  of  bill,  which  in  fhape  is 
like  that  of  a  bird,  and  from  which  it  takes  its  name  of  Gore- 
bill.  Fortunately  this  fifh  is  found  in  great  abundance  on  the 
weflern  coafts  of  the  idand. 

Thus  it'appears,  that  at  the  firft  of  the  feafon  the  turbots  are 
taken  only  with  the  nets,  and  at  the  latter  end  of  it  only  with 
hooks  ;  but  during  the  middle  part  of  the  feafon,  before  the  re- 
moval of  the  fifli  from  the  coads  of  Holland,  both  methods  are 
in  ufe. 

Such,  Sir,  is  the  nature  of  a  fifhery,  which  levies  on  this  king- 
dom a  large  annual  contribution  for  the  maintenance  of  the 
naval  flrength  of  the  Dutch. 

To  the  Dutch  that  money  is  given  that  would  fupport  eight 
hundred  feamen  for  the  fcrvice  of  the  Britifh  Government. 
The  Dutch  are  allowed  to  poflefs  themfelves  of  an  employment, 
that  affords  them  a  perfedl:  knowledge  of  the  navigation  of  our 
feas ;  and  that,  in  a  future  war,  would  enable  them  to  pilot  the 
ihips  of  their  new  ally  to  the  very  Thames  itfelf. 

To 
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To  efreft  a  transfer  of  this  fifliery  from  the  Hollanders  to  our 
own  countrymen,  two  expedients  are  propofed  in  the  Report. 

The  one  is  a  tax  upon  the  tonnage  of  foreign  vefi'els  import- 
ing turbots  into  this  kingdom. 

The  other  is  a  fmall  bounty  as  an  additional  encouragement 
to  our  own  people. 

That  either  a  tax  or  a  prohibition  on  fcu'-ij^ners  fhould  be 
laid,  cannot,  I  fuppofe,  be  doubted  ;  but  fome  cioubis  may  pof- 
fibly  arife  on  the  comparative  advantage  of  the  two  m.odes  of 
proceeding.  For  my  own  part,  I  fhould  think  the  tax  the  pre- 
ferable meafure  ;  becaufe,  while  it  equally  infures  to  the  Britilh 
fifhermen  the  polTeffion  of  the  trade,  whenever  they  are  pre- 
pared to  take  the  whole  upon  themfelves,  it  does  not,  in  the 
intermediate  time,  exclude  all  other  channels  of  fupply. 

The  other  expedient  fuggefted  by  the  Report  is,  as  I  obferved, 
a  bounty  in  favour  of  our  own  nfliermen. 

In  recommending  a  bounty,  I  am  fenfible  that  I  advife  a 
meafure  which  ought,  on  very  few  occafions,  to  be  adopted ; 
fmce  there  are  very  few  on  which  it  can  be  juftified.  For  this 
reafon  I  am  anxious  that  the  prefent  bounty,  if  approved  by  the 
Committee,  fliall  be  founded  on  fuch  principles,  and  be  cir- 
cumfcribed  by  fuch  rules,  as  fhall  render  its  operation  lefs  ex- 
penfive  to  the  public,  yet  more  efFeiStual  to  its  end,  than  boun- 
ties have  generally  proved. 

That  an  attempt  to  afcertain  the  rules  by  which,  on  thefc 
occafions,  the  liberality  of  the  Legiflature  ought  to  be  governed, 
will  not,  I  am  perfuaded,  be  confidered  as  trivial  and  uninte- 
refting,  when  the  Committee  recolleft,  that  in  the  courfe  of  the 
laft  year,  no  lefs  a  fum  than  94,000 1.  was  paid  on  one  fmgle 
fifhery.  , 

The  firft  principle,  generally  fpeaking,  which  ought  to  be 
obferved,  and  which  generally  is  obferved,  in  the  grant  of  a 
bounty,  is,  that  the  term  of  the  grant  fhould  be  limited. — For 
as  the  intention  of  the  Legiflature  in  giving  the  bounty  is  the 
encouragement  of  a  trade,  which,  if  once  eftabliflied,  would 
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afford  a  reafonable  return  on  the  capital  employee],  but  in  which 
the  inexperience  of  the  fabje£l  renders  him  unwilling  to  en- 
gage, the  bounty  it  is  evident,  like  the  caufe  from  which  it  takes 
its  rife,  fhoulJ  be  of  temporary  continuance. 

Conformably  to  this  maxim  I  would  beg  leave  to  propofe, 
that  the  bounty  on  turbots  fhould  be  limited  to  the  term  of  five 
years. 

A  fecond  principle  of  a  judicious  bounty  is,  that  the  fum 
granted  by  the  Legiflature  fhould  diminifn  gradually,  rather 
than  be  all  at  once  and  fuddenly  withdrawn.  For  if  the  exter- 
nal fupports  on  which  a  trade  has  been  accufi-omed  to  lean 
fhould  be  abruptly  removed,  much  violence  to  the  interefls  of 
the  trade  muft  unavoidably  enfue  j  whereas  if  the  aid  which  is 
given  by  the  Legiflature  is  diminifiied  by  degrees,  the  trade  will 
be  brought  naturally  and  eafily  to  reft  on  its  own  bearings.  I 
would  therefore  faggeffc  the  expedience  of  declaring,  that  after 
the  term  pf  three  years,  the  bounty  on  turbots  fliall  begin  to  di- 
minifh,  fo  that  in  the  fourth  year  not  more  than  two-thirds  of 
the  former  annual  fum  {hall  be  diftributed  j  and  that  in  the  fifth 
year  only  one-third  fliall  be  given ;  by  which  means  the  trade 
will  be  preferved  from  the  danger  of  a  fatal  fhock  ;  when  at  the 
end  of  the  fifth  year  the  aid  of  Parliament  fiiall  wholly  be  with- 
drawn. 

A  third  principle  of  a  judicious  bounty  is,  that  the  extent  of 
the  expence  which  it  brings  on  the  public  fhould,  from  the  firft, 
be  clearly  afcertained.,  The  public  have  a  right  to  the  means 
of  comparing  the  value  of  the  objeil  to  be  obtained,  with  the 
amount  of  the  fum  that  muft  be  given  for  obtaining  it;  for 
otherv/ife,  how  can  they  be  fure  that  they  are  not  making  an 
injudicious  and  improvident  bargain  ? — In  purfuance  of  this 
maxim  I  Vv'ill  take  the  liberty  of  propofing,  that  during  the  three 
firft  years  of  the  term  the  bounty  fhall  not  exceed  4000 1.  per 
ann.  that  during  the  fourth  year  it  (liall  not  exceed  3000 1.  and 
that  during  the  fifth  year  it  fhall  not  exceed  2C00h 
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The  lad  principle,  with  die  mention  of  which  I  (liall  trouble 
the  Committee,  Is,  that  the  bounty  fhall  be  given  on  the  com- 
modity produced,  rather  than  the  inftrument  of  its  produce. — 
I  would  fay,  for  example,  that  a  bounty  for  the  encouragement 
of  agriculture  (hould  be  given  on  the  corn  rather  than  on  the 
plough  ;  that  a  bounty  for  the  eftablifhment  of  a  weaving  ma- 
nufa6ture,  fliould  be  granted  on  the  cloth  rather  than  on  the 
loom  ;  and  that  a  bounty  for  encouraging  a  new  fifhcry,  Ihould 
be  given  on  the  fifti  rather  than  on  the  vefTel :  for  on  this  plan 
the  public  expence  cannot  outrun  the  benefit  received,  and  the 
bounty  will  operate  as  a  reward  to  induftry,  not  as  a  means  of 
infuring  idlenefs  from  lofs. 

Such  are  the  principles  on  which,  as  far  as  I  can  judge,  bounr 
ties  in  general  ihould  be  granted ;  and  trufting  to  the  hope  that 
they  will  meet  the  approbation  of  the  Committee,  I  fhould  now 
move  the  feveral  Refolutions,  were  I  not  aware  that  the  whole 
plan  is  open  to  one  very  obvious  objedion,  which,  before  I  pro- 
ceed, it  becomes  me  to  obviate.  The  objedlion  is,  that  as  dur- 
ing a  part  of  the  feafon  the  turbots  are  caught  upon  banks  that 
are  contiguous  to  Holland,  the  Dutch  may  perhaps  exclude  our 
fifhermen  from  the  trade,  by  excluding  them  from  the  coaft. 
That  the  Dutch  have  this  power  cannot  be  difputed,  but  that 
they  will  think  the  exercife  of  it  politic  or  fafe,  I  never  can  be- 
lieve ;  for  let  them  once  eftabliHi,  as  a  practical  maxim,  the 
opinion,  that  every  nation  has  a  right  to  exclude  from  its  coafts 
all  fifhermen  but  its  own,  and  what  will  become  of  the  fifliery 
which  they  themfelves  carry  on  for  herrings,  not  only  upon  our 
coafts,  but  almoft  in  our  very  harbours  ?  What  will  become  of 
their  pretenfions  to  confider  BralTa  Sound  as  the  firft,  and  Peter- 
head as  the  fecond,  of  their  fifhing  ftations  ?  Or  on  what  ground 
will  they  claim  the  indulgence  of  following  the  fifh  upon  our 
fhores,  from  the  north  of  Aberdeenfhire  to  the  fouthernmofl 
parts  of  Suffolk  r — Will  they  hazard  the  lofs  of  the  fifliery  which 
firft  made  them  a  people  ?  Will  they  hazard  this  antient  fource 
o(  their  independence,  this  beft  fupport  of  their  wealth  and  of 
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their  naval  power?  I  cannot  imagine  that  what  they  emphati- 
cally call  their  great  fijhery,  will  thus  be  facrificed  to  the  prefer- 
vation  of  a  fiihery  of  fubordinate  importance.  Should  this, 
however,  be  the  cafe,  their  decifion  will  be  fortunate  for  Bri- 
tain; for  we  fhall  then,  in  conjun61ion  with  the  Irifti,  be  pof- 
fefled  of  little  lefs  than  a  monopoly  of  the  herring  trade  ;  the 
Swedes,  our  only  other  rivals,  not  being  likely,  for  reafons  eafily 
afligned,  to  maintain  their  competition  long. 

Upon  thefe  grounds,  I  feel  no  hefitation  in  fubmitting  to  the 
Committee  the  different  Refolutions  that  are  intended  to  form 
the  bafis  of  the  Bill,  which  I  hope  I  fhall  be  permitted  to  offer 
to  the  Houfe  ;  confident,  that  from  fuch  a  Bill  one  or  other  of 
two  important  advantages  muft  certainly  enfue,  the  acquifition 
of  the  valuable  fifhery  for  turbots,  or  the  ftill  greater  acquifition 
of  the  Dutch  fifhery  for  herrings, 

Mr.Hufley.  Mr.  Hujfey  profefTed  himfelf  a  warm  friend  to  extending  our 
fifheries ;  but  as  the  matter  was  new  in  its  nature,  and  what  the 
Houfe  was  a  perfect  ftranger  to,  he  fubmitted  it  to  the  Hon. 
Gentleman,  whether  it  would  not  be  better  for  the  Chairman  to 
report  a  progrefs,  and  afk  leave  to  fit  again,  that  the  Refolutions 
might  lie  on  the  table  a  day  or  two  for  the  infpedlion  of  the 
Members,  before  they  were  called  upon  to  vote  them ;  or  elfe 
he  vvifhed  the  Hon.  Gentleman  would  open  what  he  meant  a 
little  more  fully  to  the  Houfe.-  Was  he  certain,  when  we  had 
taken  the  trade  from  the  Dutch,  the  London  markets  would  be 
fufHciently  fupplied  with  turbot  ?  Mr.  HufTey  obferved,  the  Hon. 
'Gentleman  had  alluded  to  the  bounties  granted  to  the  Green- 
land fifhery,  for  there  he  fuppofed  the  94,000!.  alluded  to  went; 
and  well  applied  it  was  ;  for  the  Greenland  fiffiery  was  undoubt- 
edly a  matter  of  the  firfl  moment  to  this  country.  Before  hfe 
fat  down,  he  defired  to  know  by  what  means  the  fypply  of  fifh 
would  be  fecured  to  the  London  market  ? 

Mr.Eeaufoy  Mr.  Beaiifcy  rofe  again  and  faid,  the  Hon.  Gentleman  com- 
plains of  the  novelty  of  the  bufmefs  fubmitted  to  your  confidera- 
tion,  and  infmuates  a  fufpicion  of  an  attempt  on  my  part  to  take 
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tue  Committee  by  furprize. — Is  then  the  Hon.  Gentleman  fo 
little  attentive  to  the  proceedings  of  the  Houfc  as  not  to  know, 
that  more  than  a  fortnight  has  elapfed  fince  they  appointed  a 
Committee  to  take  into  confideration  the  Hate  of  the  Britifli 
fifhcries?  Or  if  he  did  know  that  fuch  a  Committee  was  ap- 
pointed, why  did  he  not  attend  their  meetings,  which  were  open 
to  every  Member,  and  at  which  the  moil  fatisfa6lory  evidence 
was  given  ?  Or  if  this  would  have  required  more  time  than  he 
chcfe  to  beftow  on  the  fubjecl,  why  has  he  not  read  the  two 
Reports  which  the  Committee  has  made,  and  which  are  printed 
by  the  order  of  the  Houfe  ?  With  fuch  opportunities  of  know- 
ledge, the  Hon.  Gentleman's  want  of  information  is  chargeable 
only  on  himfelf,  and  ought  not  to  be  pleaded  as  a  bar  to  the 
progrefs  of  a  bufuiefs,  for  which  all  but  himfelf  are  perfedlly 
prepared. 

The  Hon.  Gentleman  exprefles  his  zeal  for  the  Greenland 
fiihery,  and  thinks  tkat  94,0001.  of  the  public  money  v/as  lafi: 
year  wifely  expended  for  its  fupport.  Far  be  it  from  m,e  to 
fuggeft  an  idea  in  any  degree  adverfe  to  a  fifliery,  that  employs 
in  enterprizes  of  unufual  hardihood  more  than  fix  thoufand  of 
our  fcamen ;  but  allow  me  to  obferve,  that  on  the  loweft  com- 
putation, every  feaman  fo  employed  brings  on  the  public,  in 
confequence  of  the  bounty,  an  expence  of  no  lefs  than  13 1.  los. 
per  ann.  whereas  the  feamen  that  (hall  be  employed  in  the  fifh- 
ery  which  is  now  propofed,  will  not  occafion  to  the  public  a 
greater  annual  expence  per  man  than  4I.  10 s.  at  the  moft,  and 
that  only  for  the  fhort  period  of  five  years. 

Now  if  the  form.er  expence  is  not  thought  extravagant,  the 
latter,  which  is  com.paratively  fmall,  cannot  reafonably  be  cen- 
fured. 

I  am  afked,  by  what  means  the  Legiilature  will  prevent  a 
fraud  fo  eafily  praclifed  by  the  fifhermen,  as  that  of  purchafing 
from  the  Dutch  the  turbots  they  have  taken,  and  importing 
them  as  Britifti  caught  ?  This  queftion  certainly  merits  an  an- 
swer. Every  filhery  is  obvioufly  attended  with  two  feparate  ad- 
vantages. 
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vantages,  that  of  taking  the  fifli,  and  that  of  bringing  them  to 
market.  Now  certain  it  is,  that  if  Britain  cannot  fecure  both 
thefe  advantages,  the  acquifition  of  one  of  the  two  will  always 
be  an  objeil  of  importance.  Upon  this  occafion,  however,  I 
am  perfuaded,  that  both  will  be  found  of  very  eafy  attainment. 
Among  the  different  meafures  recommended  in  the  Report, 
which  is  now  under  your  confideration,  is  that  of  beftowing 
premiums  on  the  three  veflels  whofe  refpedive  crews  fhall  have 
caught,  in  the  courfc  of  the  feafon,  the  three  greateft  quantities 
of  turbot ;  the  confequence  of  which  expedient  will  be,  that  the 
crevn^  of  each  veflel  will  have  an  obvious  intereft  in  preventing 
the  crew  of  any  other  veflel  from  purchafing  turbots  from  the 
Dutch,  as  fuch  purchafes  v^ould  fwell,  by  unfair  means,  the 
quantity  of  turbots  apparently  caught  by  the  purchafers ;  and,  if 
not  difcouraged,  would  deprive  of  their  premium  the  veffels  to 
which  it  would  otherwife  be  paid. 

Thus  the  crew  of  each  vefl'el  will  have  the  ftrongeft  incite- 
ment to  watch  over  the  conduil  of  the  crew  of  every  other  vef- 
fel ;  and  as  the  fifhery  vefTels  carry  on  their  bufinefs  on  the  fame 
banks,  and  in  view  of  each  other,  there  is  reafon  to  believe  that 
this  check  will  be  effectual. 

A  fecond  means  of  preventing  the  fiiggefted  fraud  will  be,  the 
requifition  of  an  oath  before  the  receipt  either  of  the  premium 
or  the  bounty,  that  the  fifli  were  Britifh  caught.  Now  though 
an  oath,  generally  fpeaking,  is  of  little  avail,  when  the  party 
taking  it  has  an  intereft  in  fwearing  to  the  falfehood,  and  no 
other  perfon  has  r.ny  intereft  in  detefling  the  perjury,  yet,  where 
there  is  an  intereft  that  prompts  to  vigilance,  and  urges  to  de- 
tection, the  fecurity  which  the  public  derives  from  an  oath  is 
far  from  being  weak. 

I  muft  own,  hov/ever,  that  it  is  chiefly  to  a  third  confidera- 
tion, of  much  greater  force  than  eitrier  of  thofc  I  have  men- 
tioned, that  I  am  led  to  believe  that  the  fraud  of  purchafmg  fifti, 
taken  by  the  Dutch,  and  importing  them  as  Britiih  caught,  ■will 
not  often  be  committed.     The  confideration  is,  that  in  all  cafesr 
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of  fair  competition  between  the  Englifh  and  the  Dutch,  the 
former  have  conflantly  obtained  a  clear  and  acknowledged  fupe- 
rloty.  Not  many  years  have  elapfed  fmce  the  Dutch  had  no 
lefs  than  160  veiTels  in  the  fiftiery  to  the  Greenland  feas,  but 
now  (and  the  recital  of  the  fail  fills  me  with  exultation)  we 
have  brought  them  down  to  60 ;  while  in  the  very  laft  year 
Britain  fent  to  that  fifhery  no  lefs  than  150  fail. 

In  the  whale  fifhery  to  the  Southern  feas,  Britain  has 
obtained  a  ftill  more  decided  afcendcncy ;  from  the  coafts 
of  Brazil  and  the  fhores  of  Falkland  Iflands  eaftward  to  the 
Cape  of  Good  Hope,  a  Dutch  fifliing  veffel  is  fcarcely  to  be 
found.  The  Americans  themfelves  fail  in  the  competition,  and 
Bdtain  pofTefies  the  fifhery  unrivaled,  and  almoft  alone. 

Even  the  Dutch  fifhery  for  herrings,  the  favourite  obje6t  of 
their  moft  vigorous  purfuit,  no  longer  maintains  its  rivalfhip 
with  the  Engliih  ;  for  in  the  lafb  year  the  Dutch  employed  but 
133  fail,  v/hile  Scotland  and  Yarmouth,  independently  ef  th« 
reft  of  the  ifland,  fent  out  250  veiTels.  With  thefe  fails  in  my 
view  I  can  never  believe,  that  in  the  fifhery  to  which  our  pre- 
fent  confultations  relate,  the  flow  and  torpid  induflry  of  the 
Dutch  will  be  more  fuccefsful,  than  the  ardent  fpirit  of  enter- 
prize  and  vigour  of  exertion,  which  mark  the  proceedings  of 
the  Englifh.  I  never  can  believe  that  they,  who  in  every  other 
purfuit  have  given  proof  of  unrivalled  fkill,  will  in  this  have  any 
permanent  temptation  to  employ  fuch  clumfy  inflruments  as  the 
Dutch. 

Unlefs,  therefore,  the  Hon.  Gentleman  has  better  argu- 
ments to  urge,  than  thofe  he  has  drawn  from  his  own  inatten- 
tion to  the  bufihefs,  and  from  the  partial  eflimate  he  has  formed 
of  the  aftivity  of  the  Hollanders,  I  am  not,  I  hope,  prefumptuous 
in  thinking,  that  the  propriety  of  fl-e  Motion  before  you,  as 
tending  to  increafe  the  wealth,  and  promote  the  naval  flrength 
of  the  kingdom,  is  flill  unimpeached. 

Alderman  IVaifon  rofe  to  exprefs  his  aftonifhment  at  the  Hon.  Aldermm 
.Gentleman's  comparing  the  turbot  fifhery  to  the  Greenland 
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fifhery ;  they  were  no  more  to  be  compared,  than  a  herring  was 
to  be  compared  to  a  whale.  He  expatiated  on  the  valuable  be- 
nefits this  country  derived  from  the  Greenland  fiftiery,  which 
had  been  the  great  means  of  preferving  the  exiftence  of  the 
wooden  walls  of  England,  as  he  had  heard  the  Navy  called  in 
that  Houfe.  The  Alderman,  neverthelefs,  greatly  commended 
the  propofed  plan  of  taking  the  turbot  filhery  into  our  own 
hands,  and  faid,  he  doubted  not  but  it  would  be  of  infinite  im- 
portance and  national  advantage  ;  he  only  wifned  the  bounties 
were  not  narrowed,  but  made  general. 

Mr.RolIc.  Mr.  Rolle  wifhed  for  time,  left  the  fifhery  carried  on  ofF  the 
coaft  of  Devon,  by  means  of  which  the  London  market  was 
fupplicd  by  land  carriage,  fhould  be  injured. 

Mr.HufTcy.      Mr.  Hujfey  faid  a  itv^  words  more. 

Mr.Bcaufoy  Mr.  Beaufoy  rofe  again  in  reply,  and  faid,  as  far  as  I  am  able 
to  jud<ye,  from  what  has  paffed  in  the  debate,  the  obje6lions  of 
thofe  who  arc  the  moft  hoftile  to  the  meafures  propofed,  are 
now  reducible  to  a  fort  of  apprehenfion,  that  the  people  of  this 
kingdom  will  not  be  v/illing  to  engage  in  the  fifliery  for  turbot; 
upon  which  apprehenfion  is  founded  an  argument,  that  till  the 
Leglflature  is  fatisfied  as  to  this  fiicS,  it  would  be  very  impo- 
litic to  impofe  a  reftraint  on  the  fupply  that  is  brought  by  fo- 
reigners. 

In  anfv/er  to  this  doubt,  I  am  happy  to  have  an  opportunity  of 
faying,  that  the  fcveral  owners  of  twelve  different  veffels  be- 
longing to  Gravefend,  have  fent  me  a  v/ritten  afiTurance,  that  If 
the  plan  recommended  in  the  Report  fnall  be  adopted  by  the 
Lesiflature,  thofe  veflels  will  immediately  be  fent  on  the  fifliery' 
for  tuibois.  Another  afiTurance  was  alfo  given  me,  by  a  depu- 
tation from  the  fifliermen  of  Harwich,  that  from  their  town 
alone  fix  and  twenty  veffels  would  be  fent  on  the  turbot  fifhery. 
Now  if  eight  and  thirty  veffels  are  already  preparing  from  thofe 
tv.'o  places  alone,  exclufive  of  what  may  be  expefled  from  other 
*  parts  of  the  kingdom,  I  cannot  be  much  deceived  in  ftating  to 

the  Committee,  that  there  is  reafojiable  ground  for  believing, 

that 
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that  our  own  fiftiermcn  will  be  able  to  furnifh  the  market  with 
an  abundant  fupply. 

All,  therefore,  that  is  requeued  from  the  Hon.  Gentleman 
who  moft  objects  to  the  plan  (if  on  behalf  of  our  poor  fiflier- 
men  he  will  permit  me  to  ftate  the  requeft)  is,  not  that  he  will 
faciifice  a  fmgle  dinner,  or  deprive  himfelf  of  a  fmgle  article  of 
luxurious  fare,  but  merely  that  in  laying  out  his  mOney,  he  would 
have  the  goodnefs  to  prefer  his  countrymen  to  foreigners. 

Since,  then,  there  is  no  reafon  to  doubt  the  abundance  of  the 
fupply,  the  argument  for  delay  falls  wholly  to  the  ground.  On 
the  other  hand,  the  near  approach  of  the  turbot  feafon  ftrongly 
urges  to  difpatch  ;  for  to  thofe  who  are  willing  to  engage  in  this 
fifhery,  the  lofs  of  a  ^tw  days  may  prove  the  lofs  of  the  whole 
year.  And  allow  me  to  add,  that  at  a  time  when  more  than  a 
thoufand  fmugglers  on  the  eaftern  and  fouthern  Coafts  of  the 
ifland  are  unemployed,  who  muft,  hov/evcr,  foon  have  recourle 
to  fome  means  of  obtaining  a  livelihood,  either  confiftent  with, 
or  defl:ru£live  of  the  interefts  of  the  revenue,  it  is  material  to 
furnifh  thofe  men  as  fpeedily  as  poffible  with  an  occupation, 
which  having  in  it  fomething  of  chance  and  enterprize,  cor- 
refponds,  in  a  certain  degree,  with  their  antient  habits  of  life; 
and  at  the  fame  time,  by  enabling  them  to  extend  the  naval 
ftrength  of  the  country,  entirely  coincides  with  the  bsft  interefts 
of  Great-Britain. 

Lord  Graham  ftatcd,  that  if  the  fcheme  were  not  inftantly  Lord  Gra- 
adopted,  it  would  be  loft  for  the  year,  as  the  fifhcry  began  this   '^^' 
month. 

Mr.  Alderm.an  Saivbrtdge  greatly  commended  the  fcherme,  and  Aidermaa 
declared  the  objedions  that  had  been  mentioned  to  it  to  be  ^*'*'''"^«=' 
weak  and  invalid.  He  faid,  there  was  no  fear  of  the  London 
market  being  fupplled,  as  the  Dutch,  in  cafe  cur  people  failed, 
would  find  it  worth  their  while  to  pay  the  10  s.  a  ton  duty  on 
th€  fifti  brought  by  them,  and  raife  the  price  of  the  filh  accord- 
iiTgly;  the  Hon.  Gentleman,  therefore,  need  not  b.e  afraid  of 
going  without  his  turbot  for  dinner. 

Vol,  I.  U  Sir 
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sir  John  Sir  John  Jervis  praifed  the  fcheme,  and  faid,  it  flruck  him  as 

defirous  to  be  dopted  on  more  than  one  accoimt*  He  did  not 
like  to  fee  Dutchmen  running  up  and  down  the  channel,  and 
into  the  Thames,  and  all  our  rivers,  without  pilots.  The  poli*, 
tical  circumftances  of  the  country  confidered,  it  was  not  wife 
nor  prudent. 

At  length  the  three  feveral  rcfolutlons  pafled  the  Committee. 
The  Report  is  to  be  received  this  day. 


Shop     Tax. 

The  order  of  the  day  for  the  adjoufned  Committee,  to  which 
the  petitions  praying  a  repeal  of  the  A61:  of  the  laft  feffions* 
granting  to  his  Majefty  certain  duties  on  retail  fhops,  had  been 
referred  for  confideration,  to  fit  again,  having  been  read,  Mr. 
Taylor  took  the  chair,  and  then 
SirW.Lewcj  Sir  Watk'in  Lewes  opened  the  debate,  and  faid,  that  having 
given  notice  to  the  Floufc  that  he  fhould  move  for  a  repeal  of 
the  Shop  Tax,  he  rofe  with  cheerfulnefs  to  undertake  the  tafk, 
though  he  wiflied  it  had  fallen  into  abler  hands.— Having  the 
honour  to  be  one  of  the  Reprefentatives  of  the  metropolis, 
which  was  principally  afFe6^ed  by  this  partial  and  oppreflive 
Tax,  he  fliould  ill  difcharge  his  duty,  or  deferve  the  confidence 
of  his  conftituents,  was  he  not  to  exert  the  utmoft  of  his  abi- 
lities to  relieve  them  from  fo  heavy  a  burthen.  He  conceived 
the  fubjeil  might  be  comprized  in  a  very  narrow  compafs  ;  nor 
would  he  enter  into  aay  extraneous  matter,  but  endeavour  to 
comprefs  his  fentiments  in  as  few  words  as  poflible.  He  faid, 
when  he  confidered  the  arguments  upon  which  the  Tax  was 
fupported  the  laft  ftSLon  of  Parliament,  that  it  would  fall  upon 
the  confun-er,  the  operation  of  which  they  had  not  then  expe- 
rienced— and  when  he  confidered  the  teftimony  of  the  refpeft-- 
able  perfons  who  appeared  at  the  bar,  who  proved  to  a  demon- 
l]tration,  that  it  operated  as  a  perfonal  Tax,  and  that  it  cquld 

not 
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not  be  impofed  on  the  confumer — he  entertained  hopes,  that 
the  Gentlemen  who  were  fupporters  of  the  Tax  before,  woulji 
become  converts  to  his  opinion.     The  Right  Hon.  Gentleman, 
the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  had  calculated  the  Tax  to 
amount  to  140,0001.  but  he  did  not  think  it  right  to  take  it  at 
the  higheft  calculation  ;  he  would  therefore  take  it  at  120,000!. 
that  compared  with  the  aflefTment  on  the  table  for  three  quar- 
ters of  a  year,  amounted  only  to  55,000!.  adding  another  quar- 
ter, it  would  amount  to  73,000!.  which  was  very  little  above 
half  the  fum  it  was  propofed  to  raife,  taking  t'he  redu6lion  of 
thbfe   perfons  paying  rent  from  15I.  to  251-  per  annum,  who 
could  not  pay  the  parifh  rates,  and  were  exempted ;  he  appeal- 
ed to  the  Right  Hon.  Gentleman,  whether  it  was  a  Tax  he 
ought  to  perfeverc  in  ;  for  a  more  exceptionable  Tax  he  could 
lot  propofe. — Befides,  when  they  confidered  that  moft  of  the 
gftat  cities  and  towns  throughout  the  kingdom  petitioned  againft 
this  Tax,  all  declaring  and  bearing  an  uniform  teftimony,  that 
it  would  operate  as  a  perfonal  Tax,  and  would  not  be  inipofed 
on  the  confumers.     Was  there  any  Gentleman   or  Member 
who  heard  him,  who  could  deny  that  it  was  not  a  partial  and 
opprefiive  Tax  on  a  defcription  of  men,  who,  with  the  utmoft 
induftry   could  hardly  maintain  their  families,  and  viho  were 
entitled  to  their  protection,  and  not  one  of  the  Members  of 
that  Houfe  participating  in  the  burthen  ?     For  thefe  and  other 
arguments,  which  he  very  forcibly    and   ably  urged,  he  con- 
tended, that  the  Tax  ought  to  be  repealed  i;i  toto,  without  any 
modification ;  and  made  a  motion,  "  that  the  Chairman  be  di- 
rected to  move  the  Houfe,  that  leave  be  given  to  bring  in  a  Bill 
to  repeal  an  A61  pafled  the  laft  feffion  of  Pajliament,  entitled, 
an  A£t  for  granting  certain  Duties   on  Shops  within  Great- 
Britain." 

Mr.    Saivhridge  moved,  as  a    preliminary  proceeding,  that  Mr.  Sjjv* 
the  evidence  (hould  be  read  over,  defiring  Sir  Watkin  would ^^"^*" 
\nthdraw  his  motion  to  make  way  for  it^     This  bein^  com- 
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plied  with,  the  chief  part  of  the  evidence  was  read  over  at  the 
table,  after  which 
Mr.  Alder-*     jvjr.  Alderman  Sawbrid^e  rofe,  and  fupported  the  motion  for 

miin   Saw-  °  r\-  rt  r^         y 

bridge.  the  repeal  very  ftrenuoufly.  He  faid,  the  Right  Hon.  Lrentle- 
man,  when  he  introduced  the  Tax,  had  declared,  that  the  Tax 
would  fall  upon  the  confumer,  and  that  the  confumer  would 
ultimately  pay  it.  The  reveife  of  this  had  been  ftated  at  the 
bar  to  have  been  the  operation  of  the  Tax,  which  flood  proved 
a  pcrfonal  Tax,  and  a  Tax  that  the  fliopkeeper  mufl:  pay  out 
of  his  own  pocket,  without  a  chance  of  recovering  any  part 
of  it.  The  inability  of  many  of  the  fhopkeepers  of  this  me- 
tropoll:-,  on  whom  the  Tax  principally  prefled  to  pay  it,  had 
been  eflablifhed  by  the  cleared  teflimony;  he  hoped  therefore 
the  Houfe  would  not  perllil:  in  fo  partial,  fo  unjuft,  and  fo  d'la- 
hoUcal  z.  Tax,  but  that  the  Right  Hon.  Gentleman  would  meet 
the  wifbes  of  the  people,  and  comply  with  the  prayer  of  the 
petitions  by  confenting  to  repeal  it.  Mr.  Sawbridge  faid  far- 
ther, that  the  quelVion  was  not  a  party  queflion  ;  it  ought  to 
be  treated  on  its  own  merits,  independent  of  any  other  confi- 
deration.  His  political  principles  were,  he  faid,  well  known  ; 
and  whenever  party  conteft  was  the  matter  in  hand,  he  was 
never  aflaamcd  to  avow  his  rcafons  for  fupporting  the  fide  of  the 
quellion  taken  by  thofe  with  whom  he  generally  adled.  If  any 
thing  of  partvhad  mixed  with  the  queflion,  it  would  have  been 
his  oWje6l  that  the  Miniftcr  fhould  not  repeal  the  Bill,  becaufe 
if  any  one  thing  could  weaken  his  credit  without  doors,  and 
fhake  his  popularity  more  than  another,  he  was  fatisfied  it 
would  be  for  him  to  perfifl  in  keeping  a  Bill  in  force,  that  had 
defervedly  drawn  down  upon  it  fuch  general  odium  and  detefta- 
tion  throughout  the  Cities  of  London  and  Weftminfter,  the 
Borough  of  Southwark,  and  almoft  every  capital  city  and  town 
in  the  kingdom;  but  the  hSt^  Mr.  Sawbridge  faid,  was,  that 
exclufive  of  the  defire  he  had  to  get  the  A<5t  repealed  in  grati- 
fication of  the  anxious  wifhes  of  his  conftituents,  who  would 
readily  contribute  their  fliare  towards  the  public  exigencies  of  the 

ftate. 
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ftate,  in  common  with  the  reft  of  their  fellow-fubjecls,  it  was 
his  fmcere  opinion,  that  the  A£l  ought  to  be  repealed  ;  that 
the  Tax  was  a  bad  one,  and  would  not  produce  any  thing  like 
the  money  for  which  it  was  given.  He  reminded  the  Right 
Hon.  Gentleman,  that  one  quarter  of  the  year  remained  to  be 
coUeded  ;  if  the  Right  Hon.  Gentleman  would  confent  to  re- 
peal the  A61,  he  was  perfuaded  he  would  render  the  collection 
of  the  quarter  due  a  very  eafy  bufinefs ;  for  in  that  cafe,  the 
(hopkeepers,  knowing  it  was  to  be  the  laft  they  were  to  be 
called  upon  for,  would  pay  it  with  great  cheerfulncfs. 

Mr.  Alderman  Ncwnham  faid,  he  very  feldom  rofe  to  take  ^^'■-  .'^'^"' 

'  '  man  Ncwn- 

up  the  time  of  the  Houfe,  being  convinced,  that  he  neither  ham. 
poffefied  powers  of  language  or  knowledge  of  public  aftairs 
fufficient  to  command  their  attention  ;  but  the  prefent  qucftion 
fo  materially  concerned  the  intereft  of  his  conftituents,  that  to 
be  filent  upon  it  would  have  the  appearance  of  betraying  the 
truft  they  had  repofed  in  him.  He  much  wifhed,  that  the  evi- 
dence given  at  their  bar  had  been  printed,  that  the  Members 
might  have  fully  confidered  it ;  but  that  could  not  have  been 
done  without  confent,  and  that  confent  could  not  be  obtained— 
however,  it  had  now  been  read,  and  he  hoped  would  have  the 
proper  efFe6t.  The  evidence  had  fully  proved,  that  all  the  ar- 
guments that  had  been  made  ufe  of  laft  feffion,  either  within 
thofe  walls  or  in  private  converfations  with  the  Minifter,  were 
perfe(f^ly  well  founded,  and  that  the  Tax  had  been  proved  to 
be  partial  and  opprefllve,  even  to  injuftice.  The  partiality  of 
it  was  a  felf-evident  propofition,  being  laid  upon  a  fet  of  men 
already  taxed  more  than  their  proportion  j  and  it  certainly  was 
highly  unjuft  to  profefs  to  lay  a  Tax  on  confumption,  which 
was  in  fa6t  a  pcrfonal  one.  The  opprcflion  was  heavy  indeed, 
many  of  the  {hopkeepers  being  exculed  their  parochial  taxes  on 
account  of  their  poverty ;  and  even  fome  who  carried  on  trades 
in  fplendid  (hops,  were,  when  they  retired  from  the  public  eye, 
pining  in  want  and  wretchednefs.  The  tradefmen  Gould  by  no 
means  lay  it  upon  the  confumer — if  they  could  they  would  not 
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complain ;  but  the  public  would  have  great  reafon  indeed,  that 
fuch  a  mode  could  be  fuffeied  to  be  purfued — he  believed  could 
only  be  thought  by  tlie  Right  Hon.  Member  who  conceived 
the  idea.  If  a  tradefman  was  to  advance  any  article,  fome 
others  would  advertife  that  they  would  not  make  any  advance 
on  account  of  the  Tax,  and  they  would  flock  to  thofe  ihops 
as  they  did  fome  time  ago  to  the  tea  warehoufe,  eftabliflied  un- 
der the  fan£lion  of  Government,  to  deprive  the  old  eftablifhed 
tea  dealers  of  their  trade  and  means  of  fupport. 

If  this'  Tax  went  on,  it  would  fuin  fo  many  of  the  fmall 
traders,  that  the  great  ones  would  be  v/ell  enabled  to  pay  it  by 
the  plan  firft  recommended  ;  for  the  competition  being  taken 
9way,  they  could  purfue  that  mode  with  fafety  :  and  though  the- 
Tax  became  very  deficient  in  its  produ£llon,  the  public  would 
be  taxed  to  the  extent  of  the  idea,  and  pay  one  hundred 
fold  what  the  revenue  received.  He  had  fome  hopes  that  the 
Tax  would  be  given  up,  as  its  produ(^ion  was  not  near  fo 
much  as  it  was  laid  for ;  and  as  the  nation  could  not  want  the 
money  fo  much  as  was  expe£led,  being  fo  lately  refcued  from 
the  enormous  and  dangerous  expence  of  fortifications,  which 
would  have  been  more  likely  to  have  ruined  the  conftitutioii 
than  to  have  defended  the  country.  However,  at  all  events, 
he  hoped  the  divifion  of  that  night  would  put  an  end  to  their 
apprehenfions  of  labouring  under  fo  great  an  oppreflion. 
Mr.  Aider-  jyfj.^  Alderman  Hamynet  declared,  he  never  felt  more  a£z;ita- 
met.  tion.     It  appeared  to  him  to  be  a  matter  of  as  much  importance 

as  ever  came  under  difcuiTion,  If  the  Tax  was  not  repealed, 
a  principle  of  taxation  of  the  moll  dangerous  nature,  a  prin- 
ciple that  flruck  at  the  very  foundation  of  the  conftitution, 
would  be  eftabliihed.  A  principle  that  Parliament  might  take  the 
money,  by  a  tax,  out  of  the  pocket  of  any  particular  individual, 
^rany  particular  description  of  individuals.  A  principle  to  which 
he,  for  one,  never  would  give  his  confent;  no,  nor  to  any 
tax,  no  part  of  which  the  Members  of  that  Houfe  were  to  pay 
themfelvesr  What  right  had  they  to  ^x  o^ie  fet  of  men  more 
2  ^hai^ 
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than  another  ?    If  fuch  an  abominable  principle  obtained,  any 
man  worth  two  hundred  thoufand  pounds  might  be  feleited,  and 
one  hundred  thoufand  taken  away  from  the  man  whether  he  chofc 
it  or  not.    Let  every  man  make  the  cafe  his  own.     If  one  man 
could  be  fo  unjuftly  taxed,  it  might  be  a  man's  own  cafe,  if  he 
were  equally  rich,  the  next  time.     Mr.  Hammet  declared  he 
detefted  all   perfonal  taxes ;  all  taxes  ought  to  operate  equally 
on  every  man  according  to  his  property  and  affluence.     The 
Shop  Tax  did  not.     He  had  a  large  property  in  houfes,  and  yet 
neither  he  nor  any  of  his  tenants  paid  towards  it.     The  Tax 
on  Attornies  he  always  thought  an  unjuft  one ;  a  poor  fellow 
who  came  and  afked  permiflion  to  draw  a  few  leafes,  and  the 
Attorney  who  kept  many  clerks,  and  was  in  full  and  profitable 
•practice,  each  paid  five  pounds  a  year  licenfe.     Was  that  fair, 
was  it  equitable  ?     Mr.  Hammet  reminded  the  Houfe,  that  he 
had  happened  to  be  the  firft  man  who  objedled  to  the  Tax  in 
that  Houfe,     All  he  had  predided  of  it  had  been  fulfilled,  and 
the  witnefles  had  proved  it  at  the  bar  ;  exclufive  of  this,  Mr. 
Hammet  faid,  he  had  endeavoured  to  probe  the  truth  ;  he  had 
afked  if  the  bookfeller  could  increafe  the  price  of  his  books,  or 
the  printfeller  of  his  prints,  and  he  found  neither  of  them  could 
do  it.     Mr.  Alderman  Boydell,  an  honour  to  his  nation,  had 
been  one  Gentleman  that  had  been  confulted,  but  without  find-p 
ing  himfelf  miftaken  in  the  fmalleft  degree  ;  he  hoped  therefore 
the  Bill  would  be  repealed. 

Sir  Jofeph  Mawbey  profefled  himfelf  extremely  adverfe  to  the  Sir  Jofeph 
Tax,  as  a  partial  and  perfonal  Tax.  He  faid,  the  fhopkeepers  *^  '^'' 
in  the  county  he  had  the  honour  to  reprefent,  univerfally  com- 
plained of  it  as  a  grievance  not  to  be  endured.  Sir  Jofeph 
gave  feveral  reafons  to  fliew  the  policy  of  repealing  the  Ad 
in  queftion.  He  alfo  explained  the  reafon  of  his  abfence 
from  the  Houfe  laft  Monday,  which  was  extreme  indifpofi- 
tion.     Indeed  he  feemed  far  from  being  well  yefterday. 

Sir  Edward  Jfiley  profefTed  himfelf  a  friend  to  the  Tax  when  ^'"  ^'^w^rd 
it  was  originally  propofed  j  he  faid,  he  had  exprefled  his  fatis- 
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fa^ion,  becaufe,  as  he-  then  declared,  he  thought  the  {hop- 
keepers  deferved  it,  for  having  fome  time  fince  entered  into  a 
combination  to  defeat  the  operation  of  the  Receipt  Tax.  Sir 
Edward  faid,  he  had  lafl  year  ftrongly  recommended  the  Right 
Hon.  Gentleman  to  make  the  Receipt  Tax  eftedual  by  fome 
proper  regulations.  If  that  were  done,  it  would  produce  a 
large  fum  he  was  perfuaded. 

Mr.Amyatt  Mr.  Jmyatt  was  an  advocate  for  either  the  repeal  of  the  Bill, 
or  fome  modification  of  it.  He  faid,  if  fhopkeepers  were  to  be 
permitted  to  charge  five  per  cent,  on  their  book-debts,  he  be- 
lieved they  would  be  contejited. 

Mr.  Love-  Mr,  Loveden  declared  his  conftituents  were  fatisfied  with  the 
Tax,  all  they  wilhed  for  was  the  abolition  of  hawkers  and 
pedlers. 

Mr.  Thorn-  Mr.  Thomton  rofe  to  account  for  his  intending  to  vote  diffe- 
rently from  the  vote  he  had  given  laft  year,  when  he  had  fup-- 
ported  the  Bill.  The  manner  in  which  he  had  then  conduced 
himfelf  had  been  mifreprcfented  to  his  conftituents,  and  had 
drawn  down  upon  him  a  degree  of  unpopularity,  greater  per- 
haps than  had  ever  fallen  upon  a  reprefcntative  of  any  place  be- 
fore. As  open  and  ingenuous  condudl  was  always  to  be  pre- 
ferred, he  thought  jt  incumbent  on  him  to  declare  the  fad  ; 
and  he  would  have  the  courage  to  fay,  that  though  he  might" 
poflibly  repent  the  vote  he  had  laft  year  given,  he  did  not  repent 
the  motive  that  impelled  hinj  to  give  that  vote ;  which  was,  a 
confideration  of  the  great  exigency  of  public  affairs  ;  a  con- 
Viilion,  that  taxes  at  once  irkfome  and  fevere  muft  be  impofed 
on  the  fubjectj  ancl  an  idea,  that  in  a  choice  of  difliculties,  the 
tax  on  fl-4ops  was  as  fair  a  tax  as  any  other  that  had  then  been 
fuggefted.  He  had  fince  that  time  received  the  inftrucStions,  and 
indeed  the  repeated  entreaties  of  his  conftityents,  to  fupport  a 
motion  for  the  repeal  of  the  tax,  and  he  fhould  vote  accord- 
ingly. He  added,  that  he  would  advife  the  Right  Hon.  the 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  to  relinquifti  a  tax,  fo  extremely 
p(}ipHS  ^nd  unpopular  to  fo  l^rge  a  body  as  thp  §hop  Tax  was  j 
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if  he  did  not,  when  they  divided,  he  would  fee  almoft  every  re- 
prefentative  of  counties  and  large  and  populous  towns  againft 
him  ;  and  though  the  Gentlemen  that  would  vote  with  the 
Minifter  might  many  of  them  be  refpedable  men,  they  would 
be  chiefly,  he  was  perfuaded,  the  reprefentatives  of  decayed 
and  rotten  boroughs. 

Mr.  Drake,  junior,  got  up  and  faid,  he  had  been  toiling  all  Mr.  Drake, 
the  day  up  ftairs  in  a  Committee-room,  and  therefore  as  he 
had  not  been  able  to  prepare  him.felf  with  any  array  of  argu- 
ment, he  muft  content  himfelf  v;ith  a  little  (kirmifhing.     Mr. 
Drake  then,  in  a  very  pointed  but  unarranged  fpeech,  fupportejd 
the  motion  for  a  repeal  of  the  Adl.     He  faid,  when  the  tax  was 
firfl:  propofed,  they  were  neceflarily  obliged  to  confider  it  fpecu- 
latively,  and  to  aft  upon  what  it  was  thought  it  would  produce 
Since  that  time  aflertion  had  become  evidence,  and  experience 
was  oppofed  to  theory.     It  had  been  proved  to  be  a  partial  and 
oppreffive  tax,  and  the  fooner  it  was  repealed  the  better.     Mr. 
Drake  faid,  he  conceived  it  to  be  a  perfonal  tax,  and  not  a  tax 
on  confumption  ;  but  if  it  were  the  latter,  it  was  impoflible  but 
that  a  great  deal  more  money  would  be  levied  on  the  public  than 
would  go  into  the  Exchequer.     He  reminded  the  Houfe  what 
had  been  the  cafe  when  a  duty  on  wines,  amounting  to  the  rate 
of  one  penny  the  bottle,   was  impofed  ;  at  that  time  the  retailers 
charged   two-pence,  and  in  fome  cafes  five-pence  advance  on 
that  penny.     An  Hon.  Gentleman  had  fuggefted,  that  if  fhop- 
keepers  were  allowed  to  charge  5  per  cent,  interefl  on  their 
book-debts,  it  would  make  them  willing  to  acquiefce  under  the 
Shop  Tax.    For  his  part  he  did  not  admire  that  fcheme,  becaufe 
he  feared  the  fhopkeeper  would,  if  that  were  adopted,  often  lofe 
both  principal  and  ir.tereft.     It   would  be  an  eafy  way  of  fet- 
tling accounts  to  men,  who  owed  more  than  they  really  could 
or  would  pay.     When  the  claim  was  made,  fuch  men  v/ould 
iay  to  the  fhopkeeper,  "  Oh  I  charge  me  5  per  cent,  intereft, 
let  the  account  go  on,  and  make  a  great  capital  of  it!"  and 
ihus  the  whole  would  be  loll,     Mr,  Drake  therefore  advifed  a 
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repeal,  as  the  beft  way  of  quieting  all  fcruples,  and  fettling  all 
difgufts.     In  the  courfe  of  his  fpeech  he  took  occafion  to  ex- 
prefs  a  warm  wifti,  that  Mr.  Fox  and  Mr.  Pitt  were  united  in 
their  country's  fervice.      Were    that   the    cafe,    what   might 
he  not  expedl  of  benefit   to  Great-Britain  !     He  profefled  the 
moft  enthufiaftic  admiration  of  Mr.  Pitt's  virtues  and  talents, 
and  broke  out  into  an  apoftrophe  to  his  country  on  the  fubjed. 
He  declared  it  was  not  a  defire  of  having  his  Right  Hon.  Friend 
facrifice  to  popularity,  that  prompted  him  to  advife  a  repeal  of 
the  Bill.     He  had  lived  long  enough  in  the  world,  to  know  the 
inftability  of  popularity  to  value  it  over  highly,  though  the  ac- 
quiring the  applaufe  of  the  public  was  certainly  very  defirable 
to  every  liberal  mind.     He  concluded  his  fpeech  with  a  claflicjil 
quotation  from  one  of  Cicero's  Epiftles,  (as  we  conceive)  ad'- 
drefled  to  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchquer. 
Mr.  Powys.      Mr.  Powys   faid,    as  he  had  not  received  any  inftru6lions 
from  his  conftituents,  he  did  not  rife  with  the  weight  of  the 
Hon.  Reprefentative  of  Southwark,  or  the  worthy  Magiftrates 
who  had  commenced  the  debate.     He  had  neither  received  any 
inftrudions  nor  intimations,  and  therefore  he  fhould  look  to 
the  petitions  on  the  table,  being  of  opinion,  that  the  petitions 
of  the  people,  let  them  come  from  whom  they  would,  always 
deferved  the  refpecSl  and  attention  of  every  Member  of  that 
Houfe.     Mr.  Powys  adverted  to  the  fort  of  evidence  that  had 
been  given  at  the  bar,  to  which  he  declared  he  had  liftened  very 
clofely.     He  gave  the  witnefles  the  credit  of  being  extremely 
well  informed ;    but  faid,   there  were  feme  pofitions  of  theirs 
to  which  he  could  not  reconcile  his  mind.     He  mentioned  in 
particular  their  declaration,  that  the  competition  between  the 
capital  {hopkeeper  and  the  petty  fhopkeeper,  would  prevent  their 
enabling  themfelves  to  reimburfe  the  charge  of  the  tax  by  a 
diftribution  of  it  on  the  articles  they  dealt  in.     He  alfo  revolted 
at  the  idea  of  the  capital  fhopkeepers  abforbing  the  fmaller 
fhopkeeper  ;  why,  he  afked,  would  that  be  more  probable  in 
future  than  it  had  been  hitherto  ?    There  always  had  been  both 
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defcrlptions,  and  the  one  had  the  fame  degree  c^  power  over 
the  other,  and  yet  the  petty  fhopkeepers  were  not  abforbed. 
Mr.  Povvys  was  inclined  to  confider  it  as  a  tax  on  comfump- 
tlon,  that  would  in  time/w/  its  level.  He  did  not  like  at  any 
rate  to  repeal  it,  merely  becaufe  it  was  unpopular;  he  recol- 
Ie(5ted  that  the  Receipt  Tax  was  at  one  time  equally  unpopular, 
and  fo  would  every  tax  be  that  raifed  a  good  deal  of  money. 
If  the  prefent  could  be  proved  to  be  perfonal,  it  muft  be  repeal- 
ed y  but  it  had  not,  Mr.  Powys  f^id,  yet  been  fo  proved.  He 
gave  Mr.  Pitt  great  encomiums  for  his  whole  conduct,  in  re- 
fpedl  to  the  finance  of  the  kingdom  fince  he  had  been  in  office, 
and  in  particular  for  his  having  funded  the  unfunded  debt  fo 
foon.  He  concluded  with  faying,  that  he  would  vote  with  the 
Minifter  againft  the  repeal ;  fo  that  the  Right  Hon.  Gentleman 
would  at  leaft  have  one  man  with  him  in  the  divifion,  who 
was  neither  the  Reprefentative  of  a  rotten  or  a  decayed  bo- 
rough, 

Mr.  7V.  Stanhope  faid,  he  reprefented  a  large  trading  town,  Mr.  w. 
[Kingfton  upon  Hull]  and  yet  he  had  not  received  any  inftruc-  '  °"^' 
tjons  to  oppofe  the  Shop  Tax.  He  declared,  he  was  far  from 
thinking,  that  a  tax  on  (hops  was  an  improper  tax.  He  con- 
ceived the  fhopkeepers  would  contrive  that  the  confumers  fhould 
pay  it,  and  that  it  might  be  fo  laid  as  to  be  a  fair  tax.  With 
regard  to  the  prefent  tax,  it  certainly  ought  to  be  altered.  The 
criterion  by  which  it  was  laid  was  mofl  abfurd.  The  colour 
of  a  man's  door,  was  jufl  as  certain  a  rule  to  judge  what  his 
fhop  was  worth.  Mr.  Stanhope  faid,  there  were  a  great  many 
people  who  paid  very  high  rents  for  their  houfes,  and  yet  who 
did  very  little  bufinefs  ;  and  again,  there  were  others  in  diredl- 
ly  the  reverfe  fituation.  He  ftatcd  the  cafe  of  Mr,  Gray,  the 
buckle-maker,  or  feller,  in  New  Bond-flreet,  and  oppofed  it  to 
an  artificial  flower-maker's  fliop  in  the  upper  part  of  the  fame 
ftreet.  The  former  did  a  great  deal  of  bufinefs,and  kept  his  country 
hpufe  ;  and  the  latter  did  very  little,  and  yet  the  latter  paid  a 
piuch  higher  reftt  ti^aii  the  former.     This  was  certainly  hard 
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upon  the  fiower-maker.  Mr.  Stanhope  faid,  a  variety  of  fimi- 
lar  inftances  might  he  cited.  Before  he  fat  down,  he  recom- 
mended the  aileffing  a  fhop  feparately,  by  valuing  it  at  a  third 
of  the  rent,  and  taxing  that  third  proportionably.  He  alfo  fup- 
ported  the  fuggeftion  of  Mr.  Amyatt,  relative  to  the  5  per 
.cent,  on  book-debts. 

IVIr.Fiancis.  Mr.  Francis  declared,  he  had  no  intention  to  embarrafs  the 
Right  Hon.  Gentleman  in  the  bufmefs  of  taxation  and  finance; 
he  difclaimed  any  fuch  idea.  He  rofe  merely  to  fpeak  in  be- 
half of  that  lower  order  of  fhopkeepers,  whofe  voice  was  not  very 
likely  to  reach  that  Houfe  j  he  meant  the  petty  fhopkeepers, 
who  dwelt  in  houfes  from  5  to  15I.  a  year.  The  fhopkeepers 
of  that  defcription  mufl  be  extremely  diflrefled  by  the  tax,  and 
theirs  was  a  cafe  that  appealed  to  the  compaffion  of  the  Houfe, 
rather  than  came  forward  with  any  other  ground  of  appeal. 
Mr.  Francis  pleaded  the  caufe  of  thefe  poor  wretched  race  of 
fhopkeepers  with  fo  much  eloquence  and  pathos,  tha^  as  he  fat 
down, 

Mr.W.Pht.  The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  declared,  it  was  with  pecu- 
liar propriety  that  he  had  an  opportunity  of  rifing  immediately 
after  an  Hon,  Gentleman,  whofe  fpeech  refleiled  the  greateft  ho- 
nour on  his  humanity  and  his  candour ;  and  he  hoped,  before  he 
fat  down,  to  be  able  to  convince  him,  that  he  felt  with  him  up- 
on the  fubject.  He  then  faid,  he  entirely  concurred  in  opinion 
with  an  Hon.  Gentleman  who  began  the  debate,  that  the  quef- 
tion  before  the  Houfe  was  one  of  the  utmofl  confequence  j  but 
that  it  alfo  lay  within  a  very  narrow  compafs.  The  whole  of 
the  objections  to  the  tax  might  be  clafild  under  two  feparate 
heads,  the  one  applying  to  the  juftice  of  the  Houfe,  the  other 
amply  to  its  compaffion  and  humanity. — The  firfl  of  thofe  ob- 
icv3:ions  was,  that  the  tax  was  a  perfonal  taxj  that  it  was  im- 
poflible  to  lay  it  on  the  confumer  ;  and  that  it  was,  of  cx)urfe, 
highly  partial  and  oppreffive — the  other  obje6lion  was,  that  in 
certain  cafes  it  fell  with  a  heavy  weight  on  perfons  who  were 
j^bfolutcly  incompetent  to  pay.  it  at  all.     As  to  the  firfl,  he  de- 
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clared  himfelf  to  labour  under  very  difagreeable  feelings  In  be- 
ing obliged  to  avow,  that  notwithftanding  the  very  intelligent 
manner  in  which  the  witnefles  at  the  bar  had  given  their  tefti- 
mony,  yet  they  had  by  no  means  brought  home  a  convi£tion  to 
his  mind  of  the  truth  of  the  grievance  they  complained  of.— 
He  was  not  furprized  at  the  great  refiftance  that  appeared  to  be 
given  to  the  meafure,  when  he  confidered  how  unwilling  peo- 
ple were  in  general  to  pay  any  tax  at  all ;  and  how  ftrongly 
their  prejudices  were  excited  againft  the  prefent  tax,  in  parti- 
cular, by  perfons  who  had  firft  found  it  their  intereft  to  give 
it  the  moft  violent  degree  of  oppofition  in  Parliament,  and  had 
'afterwards  endeavoured,  with  all  their  induftry,  to  impart  and 
communicate  that  violence  to  people  abroad.  It  had  originally 
been  argued  in  favour  of  the  tax,  that  it  would  be  made  to 
operate  as  a  general  impoft  upon  confumption  ;  and  it  was  now 
attempted  to  be  proved,  that  it  could  not  be  made  fo  to  operate, 
but  mufl:  remain  a  burthen  on  the  fhopkeeper — the  averfion 
of  the  fhopkeepers  themfelves  was  adduced  as  an  argument  in 
favour  of  this  conftrudlion  ;  for  it  was  taken  for  granted,  that 
if  the  fhopkeeper  could  at  all  indemnify  himfelf,  he  could  do  it 
to  an  extent  out  of  all  proportion  greater  than  he  was  entitled 
to  do,  and  therefore  that  his  diffatisfadlion  muft  neceffarily  arife 
from  the  impoffibility  of  indemnifying  himfelf  at  all.  In  his 
opinion,  the  oppofition  could  be  as  eafily  accounted  for  from 
the  natural  prejudices  of  mankind,  'vy  which  the  perfons  pay- 
ing the  tax  were  inclined  to  overlook  the  additional  profits  they 
might  make  by  an  advanced  price  on  their  commodities,  becaufe 
thofe  were  fcattered  and  minute  in  their  parts,  and  to  lay  a 
greater  emphafis  on  the  tax  they  had  to  pay,  though  not  greater 
in  amount,  becaufe  it  was  to  go  out  of  their  pockets  in  one 
lumping  fum.  The  particular  part  of  the  queftion  that  related 
to  the  pra£licability  of  laying  the  amount  of  the  tax  on  the  ar- 
ticles of  the  trade,  appeared  to  him  to  have  met  with  great  mif-. 
reprefentation,  and  a  very  unfair  enquiry.  He  had  endeavour- 
ed to  elucidate  that  enquiry,  by  a  queftion  he  had  alked  one  of 
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Ac  WltneiTes,  whofe  anfwer  had  been  alluded  to  by  an  Hon. 
Gentleman  oppofite  to  him.     The  queftlon  was,  by  what  cri- 
terion were  the  charges  of  the  retailer  of  any  commodity  to  be 
regulated  ?     The  anfwer  was  one  which  he  could  not  fubfcribe 
to — by  the  prime  coft.     If  this  were  the  cafe,  what  regulated 
the  difference  of  prices  charged  by  the  wholefale  dealer  or  ma- 
nufacturer, and  the  retailer  ?     There  were,  he  apprehended,  a 
variety  of  confiderations  that  were  to  weigh  with  a  trader,  in 
fixing  a  price  on  his  commodity — ^befides  the  prime  coft,  he 
was  to  eftimate  the  other  expences,  as  well  as  the  trouble  that 
might  attend  it.     The  bringing  it  to  market,  and,  if  it  was  a 
commodity  unfit  for  imniediate  confumption,  the  manufadluring 
it  to  a  ftate  of  perfeftion,  were  attended  with  a  degree  of  la- 
bour and  attention,  for  which  he  was  to  indemnify  himfelf  by 
his  price.     He  went  largely  into  the  fyftem  of  trade  to  prove, 
that  it  was  not  merely  by  the  prime  coft  that  the  retail  price  was 
to  be  governed,  but  by  every  other  incidental  expence  attend- 
ing the  bufinefs  ;  from  whence  he  inferred,  that  the  retail  fliop- 
keepers  might  as  eafily  advance  their  prices  in  order  to  indem- 
nify themfelves  from  the  tax,  as  they  could  for  the  purpofe  of 
anfwering  any  other  charge  they  might  be  at.     The  principal 
topics  that  could  be  adduced  to  prove  the  poflibility  of  the  fhop- 
keepers  to  lay  on  their  commodities,  without  giving  an  unfair 
opportunity  of  competition  to  the   more  confiderable  traders, 
had  been  already  anticipated  ;  which  v/a?,  that  if  thofe  could 
meet  the  inferior  dealers  in  a  competition  favourable  to  theiT^- 
felves  with    the  tax,  they  alfo  do  it  equally  without  the  tax ; 
and  therefore  would  long  fince  have  entirely  overborne  and  abi- 
forbed  the  whole  trade  to  themfelves.     He  explained  the  nature 
of  the  competition  in  trade,  which  he  faid  was  not  a  compe- 
tition to  underfell  others,  fo  much  as  to  fell  at  a  rate  that  would, 
procure  the  dealer  z  proper  living  profit.     What  this  profit  was, 
depended  upon  the  circvimftances  of  the  trader,  and  was  that 
general  profit  that  would  enable  him  to  live  in  a  ftyle  fuitable 
to  his  rank  among  people  of  that  clafs  j  from  whence  it  would- 
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appear,  that  a  confiderable  trader  could  not  eftimate  his  profits 
by  thofe  of  another,  an  inferior  one,  but  muft  make  them  keep 
pace  with  the  proportion  between  their  feveral  capitals.     Thus 
the  inferior  trader  kept  pace  in  his  proportional  profits  with  the 
fuperior  j  and  if  the  fuperior  ventured  to  underfell  the  inferior, 
his  proportional  profit,  which  was  in  fa£l  his  living  profit,  muft 
be  diminifhed,  which  would  effe£lually  prevent  his  attempting 
to  do  fo.     It  was  fomething  extraordinary  that  it  fhould  be 
contended,   either  that  no  advance  at  all  could  be  made  in  the 
prices  of  the  articles  of  the  retail  trade,  or  that  if  any  advance 
Ihould  be  made,  it  muft  be  to  fuch  a  degree  as  would  burthen 
the  public  with  a  tax  infinitely  greater  than  that  v,'hich  was 
impofed  on  the  fliopkeeper.     Thus  the  principle  of  competi- 
tion was  powerful  enough  to  enable  the  trader  to  pradife  a 
heavy  impofition  on  the  public,  but  not  fufficiently  to  protedl 
and  indemnify  himfelf  from  a  fmall  burthen.     This  he  put  in' 
a  very  ftriking  light,  and  proceeded  to  fhew,  that  neither  of 
thofe  extremes  were  to  be  expefted  j  for  that,  in  the  firft  place, 
on  the  principle  that  every  trader  expefted  a  general  propor- 
tional profit  upon  the  whole  of  his  capital,  adequate  to  that  ca- 
pital, and  therefore  would  not  attempt  to  underfell  the  inferior 
trader,  as  by  fo  doing  be  v^ould  diminifti  that  proportional  pro- 
fit ;  fo  the  danger  of  lofing  all  their  bufinefs  would  prevent  any 
of  them  from  going  fo  far  in  increafing  their  prices,  as  to  im- 
pofe  on  the  public  in  the  degree  that  had  been  fuggefted.     In 
trades  where  there  was  any  peculiar  myftery  or  fkill,  perfons 
might  endeavour  to  ftretch  their   profits  to  an   unreafonable 
length,  becaufc  there  was  no  fuch  danger  of  rivalfliip  there  as 
in  other  cafes ;  but  in  that  particular  inftance,   to  extend  the 
profit  too  far  would  lefl'en  the   confumption :  in  the  ordinary 
courfe  of  bufinefs,  however,  any  attempt  to  raife  a  too  exorbi- 
tant compenfation  on  the  public  would  raife  up  competitors  and  '  * 
defeat  the  objeft.     The  abfurdlty  of  fuppofing,  that  the  addi^ 
tion  of  a  fmall  burthen  on  the  ftiopkeepers  would  in  any  deo-ree 
deftroy  the  general  level  of  trade,  would  appear  to  thofe  who 
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fhould  rcfleft  on  the  difference  between  the  rents  of  houfes  at 
the  prefent  time  from  what  they  were  thirty  years  ago,  and  from 
what  they  might  poffibly  be  in  thirty  years  hence  :  this  increafe 
might  be  confidered  in  the  fame  point  of  view  as  the  prefent 
tax,  with  this  difference,  that  the  proportion  of  the  tax  was  in 
favour  of  the  lower  order  of  fhopkecpers,  whereas  the  increafe 
of  rents  had  no  fuch  proportion  ;  did  this  increafe  then  give  any 
unfair  advantage  to  the  fuperior  fliopkeeper  ?  Iffo,  how  had 
the  inferior  ones  kept  their  ground?  And  if  they  could  keep 
their  ground  againft  a  general  rife  in  rent?,  why  not  equally  in 
the  circumftance  of  an  additional  tax,  not  general  and  equal, 
but  calculated  to  maintain  a  proportion  favourable  to  the  poorer 
claffes  ?  He  concluded  from  hence,  that  the  general  principle 
of  a  proportionate  profit  to  the  capitals  of  the  different  traders, 
would  prevent  a  competition  dangerous  and  deflrudlive  to  the 
inferior  fhopkeepers;  and  that  the  natural  difpofition  of  all 
traders  to  endeavour  at  a  competition  where  it  could  be  done 
confident  with  that  principle,  would  prevent  a  too  exorbitant 
compenfation  from  being  raifed  on  the  public.  It  had  been  ar- 
gued, that  the  rent  of  the  houfe  was  not  a  fair  criterion  to  judge 
of  the  degree  of  trade  carried  on  by  each  individual ;  but  he 
contended,  that  it  was  the  faireft  method  by  which  it  could  be 
afcertaincd  ;  for  if  one  fiiopkeeper  paid  thirty  pounds  a  year  for 
a  houfe  of  equal  dimenfions  to  that  for  which  another,  in  a  Icfs 
advantageous  fituation,  paid  only  twenty,  they  did  fo  certainly 
either  with  a  view  of  felling  more  articles,  or  of  getting  a  higher 
price  for  thofe  that  he  did  fell — if  he  fold  more,  then  certainly 
his  {hop,  independent  of  the  houfe,  was  in  fafl  more  valuable, 
and  of  courfe  more  an  obje^il  of  taxation  ;  but  if  he  fold  at  a 
higher  rate,  then  certainly  it  could  not  to  b?  contended,  but 
that  there  was  a  pofHbllity  for  a  tradefman  to  indemnify  himfelf 
for  any  extraordinary  expence  he  might  be  at,  by  an  advance  of 
his  prices  :  and  he  would  not  fuppofe,  that  any  Gentleman 
would  attempt  to  argue,  that  a  tradefman  could  apportion  the 
fum  of  ten  pounds  to  be  made  up  by  an  advance  of  price  on 
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hiS  trade,  and  yet  be  at  a  lofs  to  indemnify  himfclf  for  a  tax  in- 
finitely lefs,  and  which  bore  a  proportion  decidedly  in  favour  of 
the  inferior  dealer.     It  was  worthy  of  obfervation,  how  the  rta- 
tive  force  of  reafon  in  fome  inftances,  without  being  confcious 
of  it,  got  the  better  of  prejudice.     An  Hon.  Gentleman,  Al- 
derman and  Member  for  the  City  of  London,  had  flated  it  as 
impoflible  for  any  trader  to  indemnify  himfelf  for  a  tax,  by  raif- 
ing  the  price  of  his  commodities  :  but  ftill  the  Hon.  Alderman, 
on  a  fubje6l  in  which  his  particular  paffion  and  interefts  were 
not  engaged,  had  fhewn,  in  the  courfe  of  the  evening,  that  he 
was  not  in  reality  as  ignorant  of  the  operations  of  taxation  as 
he  had  pretended  ;    for  when  in  a  former  debate  it  had  been  fug- 
gefted,  that  by  impofmg  a  tax  of  ten  (hillings  per  ton  on  Dutch 
fifhing  veflels,  the  city  of  London  might  be  deprived  of  her  fup- 
ply  of  a  certain  favourite  article,  the  Hon.  Alderman  had  an- 
iwered  the  objection  by  obferving,  that  there  was  no  danger  of 
the  market  being  deferted;  for  if  our  own  fifhermen  did  not 
fupply  it  fufficiently,  the   Dutch  would,    notwithftanding  the 
duty,  bring  in  their  turbot,  and  indemnify  themfelves  for  the  ad- 
ditional I  OS.  per  ton  impoft,  by  adding  it  to  the  price  of  the 
fifh.     Such  an  argument  was  the  more  fingular,  as  it  was  made 
on  the  very  eve  of  a  debate,  in  which  the  Hon.  Member,  no 
doubt,  was  prepared  to  hold  one  of  a  directly  contradidlory  na- 
ture.     An  Hon.   Gentleman,  for   whofe  opinion  he  had   the 
higheft  refpedl,  had  faid,  that  we  had  mow  experience  inftead  of 
theory,  and  evidence  inftead  of  aflertion,  to  convince  us  of  the 
injuftice  of  the  tax  ;  but  as  to  experience,  we  as  yet  had  none, 
for  the  tax  had  been  paid  but  in  very  few  inftances ;  and  befides, 
we  could  not  cxpeft  to  find  the  event  of  fuch  a  fubje6l  com- 
pletely fulfilled,  until  time  fhould  have  fuffered  the  trade  afFedl- 
ed  by  the  tax  to  have  fubnded  to  its  level.     As  to  the  evidence 
that  had  been  produced,  it  was  in  fa£t  nothing  but  afiertion,  and 
the  afiertion  of  men  labouring  under  flrong  prejudices.     So 
that  upon  the  whole,  he  could  fee  no  reafon  for  agreeing  to  the 
motion  that  had  been  made  for  a  total  repeal,  however  it  might 
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be  proper  to  mitigate  the  tax  in  fome  inftances.     This  brought 
him  to  a  fecond  clafs  of  objeftion — which  was  the  heavy  bur- 
then it  impofed  on  perfons  abfolutely  incapable,  and  on  others 
not  very  well  qualified  to  bear  it.     From  motives  of  compaf- 
fion  to  perfons  whom  he  fhould  wifh  to  protetSt  and  cherifh  as 
a  very  deferving,  and  though  not  an  opulent,  a  refpedlable  part 
of  the  community,  he  was  extremely  willing  entirely  to  remit 
the  tax  to  fuch  as  were  fo  poor  as  to  be  excufed  the  payment  of 
parifli  rates,  and  to  thofe  who  came  next  to  them  in  their  title 
to  compafTion — who  (hould  be  fuppofed,  though  not  quite  fo 
indigent,  yet  nearly  unable  to  pay  it,  fhould,  with  his  confent, 
be  confiderably  mitigated  ;  thofe  perfons  muft  be  afcertained  by 
their  rents  being  under  twenty  or  tv/enty-five  pounds.     Thus 
the  very  pooreft  clafs  would  be  v/holly  exonorated,  and  that 
immediately  above  it  materially  relieved.     But  in  confenting 
to  this  he  was  directed  folely  by  motives  of  humanity,  and  not 
by  any  confiderations  of  the  impropriety  of  the  principle  of  the 
Bill,  which  he  continued  to  approve,  notwithftanding  all  the 
efforts  that  had  been  made  to  depreciate  and  condemn  it.     He 
made  a  warm  appeal  to  the  Houfe,   affuring  them  that  if  he 
could  be  convinced  that  the  tax  were  really  objedionable,  he 
would  moft  cheerfully  acquiefce  in  its  repeal  j  and  he  fuppofed 
there  was  no  Gentleman  in  the  Houfe,  that  would  for  a  moment 
hefitate  to  comply  with  the  wifhes  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  city 
in  which  they  all  lived.     For  his  own  part,  he  declared,  that  he 
would  by  no  means  refift  their  defires,  merely  becaufe  the  mea- 
fiire  was  originally  of  his  own  framing ;  and  he  was  happy  to 
fay,  that  if  Gentlemen  Ihould  really  think  the  tax  either  op- 
preflive  or  unjuft,  that  the  fituation  of  the  public  finances  were 
not  fuch  as  could  afford  them  any  excufe  for  perfifting  in  it ; 
but  he  flattered  himfclf  he  was  not  fo  far  miftaken  in  his  opi- 
nion of  the  generofity  and  fpirit  of  his  countrymen,  as  that 
the  relief  which  he  was  ready  to  grant  to  the  more  indigent 
part  of  them  would  not  give  ample  fatisfa6lion  to  the  more 
opulent,  and  make  them  cheerfully  aequiefce  in  the  burthen, 
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which,  if  the  Houfe  thought  proper,  they  were  ftill  to  bear. 
But  he  warned  the  Houi'e  agalnft  a  too  ready  compliance  with  a 
requifition  for  the  repeal  of  a  tax,  as  it  might  form  a  prece- 
dent that  might  endanger  every  branch  of  the  revenue  ;  for  it 
was  difficult  to  find  any  tax  whatfoever,  againft  which  very 
plaufible  exceptions  might  not  be  made,  and  to  which  many 
people  would  not  be  found  averfe.     On  the  fubjeclof  the  modi- 
fications that  had  been  propofed  he  would  fay  little,  becaufe,  if 
the  Houfe  agreed  to  a  total  repeal,  it  would  be  ufelefs ;  and  if 
they  did  not,  he  thought  the  modifications  and  exemptions  he 
propofed  would  be  fufficient.     It  had  been  propofed  to  value 
the  {hops  at  one  third  of  the  rent  of  the  houfe;  but  this,  he 
faid,  would   anfwer  no  end  towards  regulating  the  taxj   be- 
caufe the  proportional  value,  according  to  that  eftimate,  would 
ftill  be  uniform,  and  therefore  the  tax  on  each  muft  bear  the  fame 
ratio ; — but  if  they  were  otherwife,  an  Hon.  Friend  of  his,  (Mr, 
Stanhope)  had  Ihewn  an  exception  in  the  inftance  of  two  houfes, 
the  fhop  belonging  to  one  of  which  did  not  amount  to  above 
one-tenth  part  of  the  value  of  the  whole,  whereas  in  the  others 
the  (hop  was  worth  one  half.     As  to  the  allowing  (hopkeepers 
intereft  for  their  book-debts,  which,    however  it  might  be  a 
compenfation,  was  certainly  no  modification  of  the  tax.     He 
thought  in  fome  points  of  view  it  would  be  a  defirable  things 
and  he  would  willingly  comply  with  it ;  but  he  apprehended  it 
was  a  thing  which  the  traders  themfelves  did  not  wifh  for.     He 
adverted  to  Mr.  Alderman  Hammet's  argument^  and  faid,  the 
worthy  Alderman  felt  warmly  under  the  impreflion  of  the  pre- 
judice that  obvioufly  poflefTed  his  mind  j  but  if  the  pofitions 
that  he  had  laid  down  were  admitted^  as  to  what  was  not  a  fair 
principle  of  taxation,  nine-tenths  of  our  revenue  muft  be  given 
up,  as  built  on  an  erroneous  principle.     He  concluded  with  ait 
elegant  addrefs  to  the  Houfe  on  the  fubjc£l  of  popularity,  declar- 
ing, that  however  anxious  he  was  to  ftand  high  in  the  opinioa 
of  his  countrymen,  and  however  fedulous  he  fhould  be  on  all 
cccafions  to  deferve  to  do  fo  by  confulting  their  real  welfare, 
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yet  he  would  prefer  their  interefls  to  their  gratifications,  their 
fervice  to  their  fatisfadioii;  and  he  would  never  fo  far  forget 
the  duties  of  his  ftation,  as  to  facrifice  the  advantage  of  the  re- 
venue to  an  obje£t  fo  merely  perfonal  as  popular  applaufe. 
Mr.  Fox.  j\,jj.^  f^^  declared,  he  agreed  mofl  perfeilly  with  the  Right 
Hon.  Gentleman  in  all  that  he  had  faid,  relative  to  the  necef- 
fity  of  holding  the  revenue  conftantly  in  view,  and  not  lightly, 
nor  upon  flight  grounds,  parting  with  a  tax,  the  produce  of 
which  was  reafonably  expedled  to  be  of  large  amount.  So  fully 
was  he  perfuaded,  that  this  fentiment  became  not  only  every 
Minifter,  but  every  Member  of  that  Houfej  and  fo  deeply  was 
he  at  the  fam.e  time  convinced,  that  in  matters  of  finance,  and 
of  taxation,  the  unpopularity  of  any  particular  impoft  ought  not 
to  be  the  fingle  reafon  for  its  being  abandoned  :  that  much  as 
he  profefTed  of  refpe£l  for  his  conftituents  of  Weftminfter,  and 
fiill  more  as  he  felt  of  regard  and  reverence  for  thofe  whom  he 
confidered  as  his  firfl  conftituents,  the  people  at  large,  whofe 
interefts  he  held  himfelf  bound  to  watch  over,  and,  as  far  as  in 
him  lay,  to  guard,  protefi,  and  defend  within  thofe  walls  ;  yet, 
jiotwithftanding  the  numerous  petitions  on  the  table,  and  not- 
ivithftanding  the  inftruclions  he  had  received  from  thofe  he  im- 
mediately reprefented,  and  their  known  wlihes,  he  made  no 
fcruple  to  declare,  that  he  would  have  fupported  the  Right  Hon, 
Gentleman  in  refifling  a  Motion  for  the  repeal  of  the  Shop  Tax, 
had  he  not  been  fully  convinced  that  the  tax  was  radically  bad, 
that  it  was  found(;d  in  the  groffeft  partiality  and  injuftice,  and 
that  no  modification  whatever,  much  lefs  the  fort  of  modifica- 
tion propofed  by  the  Right  Hon.  Gentleman,  could  cure  its  de- 
fefe,  or  render  it  fit  to  be  endured.  The  Motion  for  its  repeal 
(houid  therefore  have  his  firm  fupport ;  and  in  giving  his  vote 
for  a  repeal  of  the  Ad:  hi  toto,  he  hoped  he  fhould  not  be  confi- 
dered as  an  enemy  to  the  revenue.  Having  opened  his  fpeech 
in  this  manner,  Mr.  Fox  proceeded  to  ftate  his  reafons  for  think- 
ing, that  nothing  fhort  of  a  repeal  of  the  tax  ought  to  be  adopt- 
ed.    When  the  tax  had  been  originally  propofed,  he  had  ob- 
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jexSled  to  it,  and  had  then  declared,  that  though  the  Right  Hoho 
Gentleman  had  chofe  to  call  it  a  Shop  Tax,  it  was  in  fact  an 
additional  Houfe  Tax,  partially  applied  to  houfes,  of  which  fhops 
made  a  part.  That  was,  undoubtedly,  the  ftate  of  the  cafe  ; 
and  confequently  it  was  not  the  firft,  but  the  fecond  Shop  Tax ; 
for  the  Tax  on  Houfes  had  operated  partially,  and  to  the  difad- 
vantage  of  fhopkeepers ;  inafinuch  as  fhopkeepers,  compared  to 
all  other  defcriptions  of  houfeholders,  paid  by  far  the  higheft 
rents  of  any  perfons  in  the  kingdom.  To  lay  a  new  burthen 
on  the  fhoulders  of  that  defcription  of  people,  who  were  too 
heavily  burthened  before,  was  oppreiTive  and  unjufl ;  that,  there- 
fore, were  there  no  other,  was  a  ftrong  reafon  ;  aiid  indeed  it 
cught  to  operate  as  an  unafwerable  one  with  the  Committee,  for 
agreeing  to  the  Motion  for  a  repeal  of  the  A61.  The  Right 
Hon.  Gentleman,  he  obferved,  had  put  the  cafe,  that  if  houfes 
were  to  rife  in  rent  confiderabiy  all  over  the  kingoom  fome 
years  hence,  what  wouW  then  be  the  fituation  of  fhopkeepers, 
and  would  they  have  any  reafon  to  complain  that  they  paid 
higher  rents  than  they  did  at  prefent  ?  In  anfwer  to  this,  he  Uid, 
if  the  Right  Hon.  Gentleman  meant  merely  that  if  money  urew 
cheaper,  and  all  forts  of  property  fetched  a  larger  proportion  of 
money  in  price  proportionably,  that  in  that  cafe  things  v.ould 
juft  remain  in  the  fituation  in  which  they  flood  at  prefent;  but 
if  the  Right  Hon.  Gentleman  meant,  and  fo  indeed  he  muft 
mean,  if  he  meant  any  thing,  that  the  houfes  of  (hopkeepers 
only  were  at  any  given  period  to  be  raifed  in  their  rents  all  over 
the  kingdom,  he  had  then  very  fairly  defcribed  tlie  ad  liiional 
tax  in  queftion,  the  Shop  Tax,  becaufe  that  tax  operating  u^ori 
fliopkcepers  only,  did  what  the  Hon.  Gentleman  had  ftated, 
viz.  It  raifed  the  rents,  and  fwelled  the  capitals  of  fhopkeepers 
houfes  all  over  the  kingdom,  at  the  lame  time  that  it  raifed  the 
rents  of  no  other  houfes.  R/fr.  Fox  dwelt  for  lome  time  upon 
this,  and  argued  the  extreme  injuftice  of  lelecting  th^t  ufefui 
body  of  people,  the  fhopkeepers,  as  objeds  of  not  only  feparate 
^.nd  diftinft,  but  oppreflive  and  unjuft  taxation.     With  regard 
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to  the  Right  Hon.  Gentleman's  two  points,  that  he  had  laboured 
fo  much  to  eftabliih,  viz.   that  the  tax  was  not   perfonal,  and 
that  it  might  be  laid  on  the  confumer  by  the  Tnopkeeper  who 
paid  it  In  the  firft  inftance  ;  both  thefe  pofitions  he  denied  in  the 
moft  unequivocal  manner,   declaring  that  the  tax  was  a  diredl 
perfonal  tax  on  the  fhopkeeper,  and  that  it  was  utterly  impoflible 
for  him  to  repay  himfelf,  by  laying  it  on  the  confumer,  without 
putting  the  public,  not  merely  to  five  times  the  charge  of  it,  as  an 
Hon.  Member  near  him  had  ftated  to  have  been  the  cafe  in  regard 
to  the  duty  impofed  on  wine  fome  years  fince,  but  to  forty,  or 
perhaps  one  hundred  times  the  charge.     He  illuftrated  his  afler- 
tion  by  reminding  the  Committee,   that  nothing  could  be  more 
eafy  than  to  afcertain  exadly  what  the  fum  of  additional  duty 
per  hogihead  upon  wine  came  to,  and  what  would  be  the  amount 
of  that  duty  when  divided  into  gallons,  and  from  gallons  into 
bottles.     If,  then,  in  a  cafe  fo  eafy,  obvious,  and  intelligible,  the 
retail  dealer  had  barefacedly  charged  the  public   five  times  as 
much  every  bottle  as  he  paid  to  the  Exchequer,  what  an  advan- 
tage muft  not  be  unavoidably  made,  where  the  diftrlbution  of 
the  tax  was  privately  laid  on  a  variety  of  fmall  articles  ?  In  fa^i:, 
the  confumer,  if  he  paid  the  tax  at  all,  muft  imperceptibly  and 
infenfibly,  even  to  the  fhopkeeper,  pay  it  over,  and  over,  and 
over  again :  but  he  defied  the  Right  Hon.  Gentleman  to  prove, 
that  any  fhopkeeper  either  had  or  could  charge  it  to  the  con- 
fumer.    Being,  therefore,  undoubtedly  a  perfonal  tax,  he  fhould 
advife  the  Right  Hon.  Gentleman,  in  this  inftance  at  leaft,  to 
C;ive  way,  and  offer  fome  tax  lefs  exceptionable  in  its  ftead. 
He  had  himfelf,  when  the  fubjedl  was  under  difcuflion  laft  Sef- 
;(ion,  meritioned  a  tax  which  he  had  thought  preferable,  though 
he  WLS  very  ready  to  admit,  that  the  tax  he  alluded  to  was  ex- 
tremely open  to  exception.     He  meant  a  new   genera)   Houfe 
Tax.     That,  he  thought,  exceptionable  as  it  was,  was  lef?  ex- 
ceptionable than  the  Shop  Tax.     In  point  of  exceptionablenefs, 
it  was  chiefly  fo,  as  that  it  would  bear  harder  on  ftiopkeepers 
than  on  any  other  perfons,  as  they  paid  higher  rents,  as  he  had 
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obferved  before,  than  any  other  defcriptlon  of  houfeholders. 
After  a  great  variety  of  argument  to  prove  the  tax  fo  radically 
bad,  that  no  modification  could  cure  its  defedls,  Mr.  Fox  pro- 
ceeded to  take  notice  of  the  fpecies  of  modification  mentioned 
by  Mr.  Pitt ;  and  reminded  the  Houfe,  that  the  Right  Hon. Gen- 
tleman's greater  part  of  his  argument  had  gone  to  prove,  that 
the  tax  was  not  perfonal,  and  that  it  muft  find  its  level  and  fall 
on  the  confumer.  If  this  were  true,  faid  Mr.  Fox,  what,  is 
there  to  recommend  his  modifications?  The  Right  Hon.  Geri- 
tleman  had  ftated,  that  he  would  take  ofF  and  modify  the  portion 
of  the  tax  to  be  paid  by  all  fhopkeepers  who  lived  in  houfes  at 
lefs  rents  than  twenty  and  twenty-five  pounds,  which  would 
confiderably  lighten  the  load  and  exonerate  the  fhopkeeper. 
Will  it,  faid  Mr.  Fox,  of  what  will  it  exonerate  him  ?  Of  the 
money  paid  by  the  confumer !  For  if  the  confumer  is  to  pay 
the  whole  of  the  tax,  the  confumer  would  be  exonerated  by  the 
modification  that  was  propofed,  and  not  the  fhopkeeper.  He 
put  this  point  clofely  and  forcibly,  and  made  a  great  advantage 
of  the  palpable  contradi£lion  of  Mr.  Pitt's  realbning.  In  lik^ 
manner  he  faid,  the  generous  and  compafHonate  bounty  of  the 
Right  Hon.  Gentleman,  in  fadl,  amounted  to  nothing  j  becaufe, 
if  the  confumer  really  paid  the  tax,  the  poor  fhopkeeper,  who 
was  not  to  pay  towards  the  tax  if  he  was  excufed  the  payment 
of  parochial  taxes,  was  excufed  from  paying  that  which,  accord- 
ing to  the  Right  Hon.  Gentleman's  argument,  was  to  come  out 
of  the  pocket  of  another.  He  ridiculed  that  part  of  the  Chan- 
cellor of  the  Exchequer's  fpeech,  in  which  he  had  faid,  the  tax 
would  no  doubt  find  its  level,  but  that  the  fhopkeepers  had  not 
yet  found  out  how  to  make  its  diflribution.  This,  he  faid,  was 
an  extraordinary  thing  to  fay  of  men,  the  daily  bufinefs  of  whofe 
lives  was  to  lay  out  large  fums  to  purchafe  articles  in  the  grofs, 
and  to  draw  back  and  colledl:  the  fums  fo  expended  by  a  multi- 
tude of  minute  profits.  He  enlarged  on  the  idea,  and  urged 
the  idlenefs  of  imputing  the  fort  of  ignorance  in  queftion  to 
thofe  men,  who  of  all  others  were  mofl:  in  the  habits  of  making 

X  4  fuch 
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fuch  a  diftribution  as  that,  which  it  had  been  faid  they Jiad  nqt 
difcovered  how  to  iTiake.     In  fadl,  he  declared  the  laying  the 
tax  on  the  confumer  at  all  was  impoflible.     He  inftanced  his 
own  Receipt  Tax,  which  every  body  knew  was  to  this  day  paid 
by  the  perfon  who  received  the  money,  although  he  had  a  legal ' 
right  to  oblige  the  perfon  paying  it  to  pay  for  the  receipt.     After 
very  fhrewd]y  and  very  ably  anfwering  Mr.  Pitt,  Mr.  Fox  re- 
turned to  what  he  fet  out  with,  declaring,  that  though  he  did 
not  pretend  to  be  above  popularity,  but  on  the  contrary  fairly 
owned,  that  he  was  fhocked  and  afFeded  when  it  fell  to  his  lot  to 
be  unpopular,  yet  he  would  at  all  times,  in  fpite  of  unpopularity, 
ftand  up  ar.  advocate  for  a  tax  after  it  yi'as  once  propofed,  unlefs, 
as  in  the  prefent  inftance,  he  thought  the  tax  radically  bad,  aqd 
unfit  to  remain  unrepealed.     The  prefent  tax  was  a   perfonal 
tax;  and  it  at  the  fame  time  partook  of  the  nature  of  a  tax  on 
the  confumer  in  the  worft  manner,  becaufe  it  left  the  power  of 
diflribution  folely  to  the  difcretion  of  the  fhopkeeper,  and,  what 
was  more  exceptionable,  to  be  by  him  fecretly  exercifed.     He 
defined  the  requifite  to  make  a  perfonal  tax  palatable ;  and  th^t 
was,  he  faid,  to  lay  it  fo  that  its  operadon  fhould  be  general,  if 
not  univcrfai.     He  mentioned  the  fervants  Tax  as  an  unexcep- 
tionable perfonal  tax ;   but  faid,  he  feared  It  was  illcoUeded. 
He  took  notice  alfo,  in  the  courfe  of  his  fpeech,  of  Mr.  Harn- 
met's  argument,  v/hich  he  faid  was  right  in  regard  to  the  prin- 
ciple of  taxation,  though  it  went  a  great  way  farther  than  \ie 
was  ready  to  go  upon  the  fubjeil :  but  the  Right  Hon.  Gentle- 
rnan,  he  thought,  went  much  farther  himfelf,  when  he  had  af- 
ferted,  that  nine-tenths  of  the  revenue  depended  upon   taxes 
grounded  upon  the  principle  which  the  Hon.  Alderman  had  re- 
probated, viz.   the  principle  of  impofing  mere  perfonal  taxes, 
and  thofe  fuch  as  did  not  affe£t  themfelves.    In  the  courfe  of  his 
fpeech  Mr.  Fox  remarked,    that   whenever  taxes  were  under 
confideraticMi,   one  material  defe6t  in  the  conftrudlion  of  that 
Houfe  manifefted  itfelf,  and  that  was,  that  the  city  of  London 
which  paid  in  general  fo  large  a  fhare  of  all  the  taxes,  had  no^  a 

greater 
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greater  proportion  of  Reprefentatives,  to  fecure  it  is  due  weight 
in  determining  of  what  taxes  fhould  confift.  He  concluded 
.with  giving  his  thanks  to  the  Right  Hon.  Gentleman,  for  fuch 
modifications  as,  he  had  faid,  he  intended  to  make  j  becaufe, 
difliking  the  whole  Bill  as  he  did,  he  muft  be  glad  that  any  part 
of  it  was  repealed,  though  he  wifhed  the  Bill  repealed  altoge- 
ther. If  that  could  be  obtained,  the  (hopkeepers  of  London, 
and  the  {hopkeepers  of  WeftminRer,  who  would  perhaps  be  ftill 
more  oppreffed  by  the  Bill,  would  be  refcued  from  a  galling 
grievance.  In  order  that  they  might  be  fo  refcued,  he  repeated 
his  determination  to  give  his  vote  for  the  Motion,  propofing  a 
total  repeal  of  the  A6l  of  laft  Seffions, 

Sir  Gregory  Page  Turner  addrefied  the  Houfc  in  the  following  SirG.  Page 
words.  *'  Regretting  as  I  do,  that  in  rifmg  I  not  only  inter- 
rupt the  Right  Hon.  Gentleman  who  fpuke  laft,  (Mr.  Fox) 
whom  I  always  hear  with  pleafure,  however  we  may  differ  in 
politics,  but  alfo  the  worthy  Alderman  below  me,  (Mr.  Wat- 
fon) ;  yet  as  I  laft  Seflion  wrarmly  fupported  this  tax  with  more 
than  my  tacit  vote,  which  I  did  moft  confcientioufly,  as  I  then 
conceived  the  Shop  Tax  to  be  a  fair  and  impartial  one,  compre- 
hending all  defcriptions  of  trade,  before  I  give  my  fuffrage  on  the 
prefent  queftion,  I  think  it  incumbent  on  me  to  fay  a  few  words ; 
I  fhall  not  detain  the  Houfe  long.  Finding  that  feveral  peti- 
tions have  been  prefcnted  to  Parliament,  from  different  towns, 
praying  a  repeal  of  this  tax,  and,  among  others,  from  the  place 
which  I  have  the  honour  to  reprefent,  and  remarking,  in  olmojl 
all  of  thofe  petitions,  that  one  principal  ground  of  complaint  arifes 
from  this  fource,  viz.  that  the  ShQp  Tax  is  a  partial  one,  becaufe 
it  only  includes  the  retail  traders,  I  have  liftened,  with  all  the 
attention  that  is  due,  to  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  ex- 
pcding  to  hear  be  would  mention  to  the  Houfe  fome  plan  of 
extending  the  operation  of  this  tax,  fo  as  to  remove  this  objeSlion  : 
but  I  muft  confefs,  I  was  much  furprized  to  obferve,  that  in  no 
one  part  of  his  very  able  fpeech  has  he  even  hinted  at  a  modifi- 
cation of  the  kindj  or  uttered  a  fingle  fyllable  refpecting  the 

wholefale 
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wholefale  traders.     If  fo  infignificant  a  Member  as  I  am  might 
prefume  to  fuggeft  any  advice  to  that  Right  Hon.  Gentleman 
who  prefides  on  the  Treafury  Bench,  whom  I  have  hitherto 
been  proud  to  affift  with  all  the  fupport  my  fingle  vote  can  give 
who  was  ufliered  into  power  with  fo  diftinguifhcd  a  fhare  of 
popularity,  I  fhould  earneftly  recommend  him  to  endeavour  to 
preferve  that  popularity,  by  attending  to  the  prayer  of  thefe  pe- 
titions J  and  if  he  can  quiet  the  minds  of  the  commercial  inter ejl 
of  this  country,  by  making  the  tax  general  to  traders  of  all  de- 
fcripiions,  and  thereby  extinguijhing  every  appearance  of  partiality., 
I  think  he  will  retain  it  on  very  eafy  terms.     I  do  not,  however, 
pretend  to  fay,  that  the  retail  traders  will  be  much  benefited  by 
this  extenfion ;  becaufe,  as  I  perfecStly  coincide  with  the  Chan- 
cellor of  the  Exchequer  in  believing,  that  this  tax  will  ultimately 
fall  on  the  confumer,  fo  I  conceive  that  the  wholefale  trader  will 
of  courfe  reimburfe  himfelf  the  tax,  by  charging  his  retail  cuf- 
tomers  in  proportion.,  and  fo  the  burthen  will,  I  fear,  fall  trebly  on 
the  public  :  yet,  if  by  a  regulation  of  this  kind  the  tax  will  be 
7nore  palatable,  becaufe  every  trader,  of  every  defcription,  con- 
tributing to  it,  they  will  all  be  fatisfied  to  be  in  the  f^jme  predica- 
ment, I  think  it  would  be  moft  eligible  to  adopt  it.     Admiring, 
as  I  do,  the  extraordinary  abilities  of  that  Right  Hon.  Gentle- 
man, and  entertaining,  as  I  do,  the  rao^  favourable  ideas  of  his 
int.'grity,  I  cannot  but  exprefs  my  fmcere  wifhes  for  his  long  con- 
tinuance  in  office.     To  repeal  a  tax  I  will  admit  to  be  a  dangerous 
precedent,  and  fuch  a  one  has  indeed  happened  too  recently  in  our 
memory,  from  which  fource,  in  my  opinion,  has  flowed  all  the 
calamities  which  have  befallen  this  devoted  country,  in  confe- 
quence  of  the  American  war,  by  the  difnemberment  of  thirteen 
Colonies ;  I  mean  the  impolitic  repeal  of  the  Sta?np  Atl.     But  re- 
probating, as  I  do,  the  repeal  of  that  ASt,  I  forget  the  danger  of 
fuch  a  precedent  in  the  caufe  of  juftice,  which  can  alone  be  fup- 
ported  by  zfalr,  candid,  impartial,  and  general  mode  of  taxation., 
So  much,  indeed,  do  I  think,  that  every  tnember  of  the  community 
at  large  ought  to  bear  his  rateable  proportion  of  taxation  in  the 

ftate. 
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ilate,  that  if  it  were  pofiible  to  draw  the  line  fo  fairly  and  accu- 
rately as  to  tax  every  individual  according  to  the  property  he  pof~ 
fejjes  of  every-kind^  I,  for  one,  would  be  ready  to  confent  to  fuch 
aflelTment,  provided  thofe  whom  I  have  now  the  honour  of  ad- 
dreiEng  within  thefe  walls,  as  zvell  as  thofe  without,  would  equally 
fuhmit  to  it.  No  one,  I  believe,  will  pretend  to  fay,  the  whole- 
fale  traders^  warehoufemen,  and  bankers,  are  lefs  able  to  pay  a 
Shop  Tax  than  the  retail  traders.  As  for  the  batikers,  having 
the  pleafure  to  know  one  of  a  very  refpedlable  chara£l:er  in  the 
city,  if  I  may  judge  of  the  refi  from  his  liberal fentiments  on  the 
fubjedl:,  that  opulent  defcription  of  men  would  cheerfully  contri- 
bute their  fhare  to  the  Shop  Tax.  Be  that  as  it  may,  however 
I  may  approve  of  the  general  principle  of  this  tax,  I  would 
rather  agree  to  a  total  repeal,  than  fupport  by  my  vote  what  ap- 
pears to  me  a  partial  exijlence  of  it." 

Alderman  JVstfon  faid,  he  rofe  not  to  call  upon  the  compaf-  Aldermaa 
fionate  feelings  of  the  Houfe,  but  upon  its  juftice,  to  which  the 
fhopkeepers  of  London  and  Weftminfter  had  fubmiffively  ap- 
pealed. He  ftated  the  hardfhip  of  their  cafe  in  pointed  and 
feeling  terms,  and  urged  feveral  arguments  in  addition  to  thofe 
of  his  brethren  of  the  furred  gown.  The  Alderman  laid  hold 
of  that  part  of  Sir  Edward  Aftley's  fpeech,  in  which  Sir  Edward 
had  faid,  he  was  againft  the  tax  being  repealed,  as  the  (hop- 
keepers  had  entered  into  a  combination  to  defeat  the  Receipt 
Tax.  This,  Mr.  Watfon  declared,  he  was  glad  to  hear,  be- 
caufe  it  put  the  matter  on  its  true  ground.  It  feemed,  then, 
that  the  Houfe  had  voted  the  tax  on  a  principle  of  vindi6livenefs, 
and  in  order  to  punifh  the  fhopkeepers  of  London  for  having 
dared  to  difapprove  of  a  former  tax. 

Mr.  Alderman  Toiunfend  called   Mr.  Alderman  Watfon   to  Alderman 
order,  alTerting,  that  a  declaration  that  the  Houfe  ever  impofed    °'^'"^" 
taxes  on  the  fubje6ts  on  a  principle  of  punifhment  and  vindic- 
tlvenefs,  was  a  fort  of  language  not  to  be  endured  within  thofe 
v^  tills. 

■2  Alderman 


3i6  PARLIAMENTARY        [March  2. 

^derman  Alderman  JVatfon  in  reply  faid,  if  the  worthy  Alderman  had 
heard  the  Hon.  Baronet  make  ufe  of  the  expreffion,  he  would, 
he'doubted  not,  have  deemed  what  he  had  faid  juftifiable.  He 
was  proceeding  to  talk  in  the  like  drain  of  the  vindi61:ive  prin- 
ciple on  which  the  Houfe  had  agreed  to  the  Shop  Tax,  when  he 
was  again  called  to  order  by 

Alderman        y^y^  Aldcrmzn'Townfendy  who  explained  to  Mr.  Watfon,  that 

Townfcnd.  -^  . 

no  expreffion  that  had  fallen  in  the  courfe  of  the  debate  from 
any  individual  could  warrant  the  ufmg  fuch  language,  and  ap- 
plying it  to  the  conduct  of  the  Houfe. 

Mr.  Main-  Mr.  Mainwaring  ftated,  that  he  had  fat  by  the  Hon.  Baronet 
in  queftion  when  he  fpoke,  and  that  he  had  rifen  a  fecond  time, 
and  fully  explained  what  he  had  faid. 

Alderman        j^p.  Alderman  IVatfon  then  refumed  his  argument,  and  was 

Watfon.  •^.  r        ^   ■  n  n       ■       r 

on  his  legs  about  ten  minutes,  fpeaking  Itrenuoufly  in  favour  of 
the  {hopkeepers  of  the  city,  and  urging  the  number  of  bankrupt- 
cies in  every  Gazette,  as  a  proof  of  the  inability  of  many  of  the  - 
Ihopkeepers  to  bear  additional  burthens. 

AWerm.  Le  Mr.  Alderman  Le  Mefiir'ier  followed  him  on  behalf  of  the  in- 
habitants of  Southwark.  The  Alderman  made  ufe  of  many 
arguments  to  prove  that  the  tax  ought  to  be  repealed. 

Alderman  Alderman  Townfend  next  rofe,  and  confined  his  argument 
chiefly  to  the  principle  of  the  Eil).  He  faid,  the  tax  had  from  ^ 
the  firft  been  called  an  unjuft  and  oppreffive  tax;  aflertion  was 
no  evidence.  The  Right  Hon.  Gentleman  had  originally  open- 
ed it  as  a  tax  of  a  perfonal  nature ;  and  had  at  the  fame  time 
talked  of  aboliftiing  hawkers  and  pedlers  as  a  compenfation  to 
the  fbopkeepers  :  but  it  was  clear,  that  the  aboiiftiing  havv'kers 
and  pedlers  would  have  been  no  compenfation  to  the  (hop- 
keepers  of  London  and  Weftminfter.  The  idea  in  that  form 
was  confequently  unjuft,  becaufe  the  tax  operated  oppreffively 
chiefly  in  the  metropolis,  and  there  there  was  no  compenfa- 
tion at  all.  The  idea,  however,  was  afterwards  changed,  and 
inftcad  of  hawkers  and  pedlers  being  abolilhed,  the  do6lrine  that 
the  Shop  Tax  would  be  paid  by  the  cpnfumer  was  taken  up 

and 
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and  maintained.  The  tax,  therefore,  he  fhould  contend,  had 
been  introduced  on  a  falle  and  fallacious  principle  ;  and  on  that 
ground  of  objedlion,  were  there  no  other,  it  ought  to  be  re- 
pealed. In  order  to  prove  how  ill-founded  the  dodrine  was, 
that  the  Shop  Tax  was  a  tax  on  confumption,  the  Alderman 
reminded  the  Houfe  of  the  incveafe  of  the  Land  Tax,  and  afked 
if  any  Gentleman  could  give  an  inftance  that  a  load  of  hay,  of 
corn,  or  of  ftraw,  had  fetched  more  on  account  of  the  increafe 
of  the  Land  Tax  ?  In  like  manner,  if  a  Gentleman  raifed  the 
rent  of  his  farm,  and  the  farmer  brought  a  load  of  the  produce 
to  market,  would  he  not  be  laughed  at  if  he  were  to  demand 
an  inordinate  price,  and  to  alledge  as  a  reafon  for  fo  doing,  that 
he  paid  a  high  rent  ?  Every  body  knew  the  farmer  muft,  in  that 
cafe,  be  governed  in  his  demand  by  the  fair  average  and  ordinary 
market  price  of  the  day.  The  Alderman  put  the  cafe  alfo  ia 
refpeft  to  wool  and  cloth,  afking,  if  a  dealer  in  either  would  get 
more  for  his  wool  per  tod,  or  his  cloth  per  yard,  on  the  plea  of 
his  paying  an  increafed  rent  ?  He  faid,  he  would  give  the  Right 
Hon.  Gentleman  warning  in  time  of  his  danger — if  the  tax 
were  not  repealed,  he  could  have  no  conception  of  the  extreme 
odium  he  would  incur  throughout  the  kingdom.  Its  partiality 
was  intolerable.  He  afked,  what  the  petty  cheefemonger  in 
Bifhopfgate-ftreet,  who  lived  next  door  to  Mr.  Long's,  and 
could  fcarcely  afford  to  live  on  his  own  cheefe-parings,  muft 
think,  when  he  daily  law  Mr.  Long  drive  out,  lolling  in  his 
coach  at  his  eafe,  and  knew  that  he  did  not  pay  a  penny  towards 
the  Shop  Tax,  though  he  was  forced  to  contribute  to  it  him- 
fclf  ?  He  added  other  arguments  in  favour  of  an  unreferved  and 
complete  repeal. 

Mr.  Grt^P>y  faid,  that  old-fafhloned  as  the  cuftom  was,  he  Mr.Griglty. 
was  determined  to  obey  the  inftruftions  of  his  conftituents  5  he 
rofe  therefore  to  declare,  that  he  had  confulted  them,  and  that 
upon  meeting  the  fhopkeepers  of  the  two  largcfi:  towns  in  the 
county  [Suffolk]  he  had  the  honour  to  reprefent,  they  were  ge- 
nerally fatisfied  with  the  tax  3  and  declared,  that  if  it  were  ex- 
tended 
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tended  to  other  defcriptions  of  traders,  fuch  as  warehoufemen 
and  bankers,  they  fhould  be  more  fatisfied.     Another  matter, 
that  was  foreign  to  the  fubjeft  under  difcuffion,  Mr.  Grigfby 
faid  he  wiflied  to  fpeak  to.     When  the  queftion  of  Reform  had 
been  in  debate  laft  Seflion,  he  was  out  of  the  Houfe,  and  was 
abfent  about  twenty  minutes.     During  his   abfence  he  under- 
ftood  a  Noble  Lord,  not  then  in  his  place,  had  rifen  and  noticed 
to  the  Houfe,  that  he  had  feen  fome  advertifements,  figned  by  a 
Member  of  that  Houfe,  inviting  his  conftituents  to  furnifh  him 
with  inftrudions  on  the  queftion  of  Reform  ;  but  as  that  Mem- 
ber had  not  faid  a  word,  nor  was  there  any  petition  on  the  table 
from  Suffolk,  he  prefumed  that  county  was  content  with  the 
exifting  ftate  of  the  reprefentation.    The  fa6l,  Mr.  Grigfby  faid, 
was,  that  he  had,  in  confequence  of  his  advertifements,  feen  his 
conftituents  at  the  time,  that  they  had  afligned  their  reafons  for 
declining  to  convene  a  meeting  of  the  county,  and  had  left  it  to 
him  to  acl  as  he  thought  proper. 
AlJei-man        AJr.  Alderman  Newnha??!  faid,  it  appeared  to  him  to  be  a  very 
evvniam.  ^^j-^^Qj-jiiiary  thing,  for  the  freeholders  of  the  county  of  Suffolk 
to  have  inftru6led  their  Reprefentative  to  recommend  it  to  the 
Houfe,  inftead  of  repealing  the  Shop  Tax,  to  extend  it  to  ware- 
houfemen and  bankers.     There  was  not,  he  believed,  any  ware- 
houfemen in  the  count)',  and  not  above  two  bankers.     It  was 
an  odd  part  for  a  county  Member  to  a61:. 
Mr.Grigfby.      Mr.  Grigfby  declared,  he  had  faid  i\\q  Jhopkcepers^  not  theyr^^- 
holders  of  Suffolk,  had  told  him,  they  fhould  be  glad  if  the  tax 
were  extended  to  warehoufemen  and  bankers. 
Sir  Richard      Sir  Richard  Hill  faid,  he  prefented  a  petition,  praying  for  a 
^'^^'  repeal  of  the  Shop  Tax  A<S1:,  from  the  county  of  Salop,  and  he 

had  come  down  determined  to  vote  for  the  repeal ;  but  the  mo- 
difications the  Right  Hon.  Gentleman  had  propofed  would,  he 
had  no  fort  of  doubt,  reconcile  the  fhopkeepers  of  Shrewfbury, 
and  indeed  of  every  town  in  the  county  to  the  tax.  He  there- 
fore fhould  vote  againft  the  repeal. 

Mr, 
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Mr.  Macnamara  faid,  he  had  in  like  manner  received  in-  Mr.  Mac- 
ftrudlions  from  his  conftituents  to  vote  for  the  repeal ;  but  he 
believed,  had  his  conftituents  been  avi^are  of  the  propofed  modi- 
fications, they  would  have  gladly  accepted  of  the  tax  on  thofe 
terms.  He  therefore  fliould  vote  againft  the  entire  repeal  of 
the  Aa. 

At  half  after  ELEVEN  the  Committee  divided. 

Ayes    93  Noes    176  Majority   83. 

The  Chairman  was  directed  to  report  j  and  as  foon  as  the 
Houfe  was  refumed,  the  Report  was  ordered  to  be  brought  up 
the  next  day.     The  Houfe  rofe  immediately  afterwards. 

Friday^  March  3. 
Deferred  the  Ways  and  Means  and  the  Supply  to  Monday. 
This  being  the  laft  day  of  receiving  petitions  for  private  Bills, 
a  great  number  were  prefented. 

K-  Impeachment  of  Mr.  Hastings. 

"  Mr.  Burke  called  to  the  recollection  of  the  Houfe  the  motions  Mr.  Burke, 
for  papers  relative  to  India,  papers  which  had  been  poftponed 
for  further  confideration.  Thefe  motions,  he  faid,  were  for 
papers  which  belonged  to  the  v/hole  body  of  charges,  and  with- 
out which  it  would  be  impofiible  to  go  fully  and  fairly  into  the 
inveftigation  of  this  important  matter  ;  he  trufl:ed,  therefore, 
that  there  would  be  no  objeition  to  their  being  granted.  He 
had  three  motions  to  make,  which  were,  in  a  great  meafure, 
connedled  with  each  other  ;  they  refpeCted  the  treaty  of  peace 
with  the  Mahrattas,  and  were  for  the  purpofe  of  bringing  into 
evidence  fuch  proofs  as  v/ere  requifite  to  eftablifh  the  charges 
againft  Mr.  Haftings,  in  that  particular  tranfa6lion»  He  read 
the  firft  motion,  which  was,  for  copies  of  letters,  extradts,  and 
other  papers,  which  led  to  a  difcovery  of  the  tranfa6lions  on 

I    that  peace,  and  the  loans  of  money  ftnce  1779- 

I        Mr.  Dundai  found  himfelf  under  the  neceflity  of  oppofing,  Mr.Dundas. 
and  of  oiFering  his  objection  to  this  motion  \  and  he  did  it  from 

public 
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PuTdIIc, motives  of  found  policy.  The  papers  moved  for  by  the 
Right  Hon.  Gentleman,  tended  to  difcover  tranfadions  refpe6l- 
ing  that  peace,  which  fhould  ever  be  held  a  fecret  from  the 
powers  in  India,  and  his  condu6l  fhould  therefore  be  regulated 
by  the  interefts  of  his  country.  Firft,  he  ftiould  take  the  liberty 
to  aver,  that  the  late  peace  in  India  had  never  become  the  objedt 
of  complaint ;  it  m>erited,  and  it  received,  every  man's  applaufe. 
The  benefits  arifmg  from  it  were  great ;  they  were,  in  fa£l,  the 
iaivation  of  the  Britifli  empire  in  Afia.  That  peace  broke  one 
of  the'moff  powerful  confederacies  that  was  ever  formed  againft 
our  pofieHions  there ;  and  had  it  not  been  concluded  in  the 
manner  in  v.'hich  Mr.  Hadings  fo  happily  efFe6led  it,  there  was 
an  end  to  our  power  in  that  part  of  the  world.  The  plans  un- 
der which  this  b.appy  event  was  efledfed,  were  extremely  im- 
proper to  he  made  public,  becaufe  they  led  to  difcoveries  of  the 
means  by  which  the  different  confederate  powers  were  m.ade 
jealous  of  each  other, — to  the  intrigues  by  which  the  Rajahs 
wjre  induced  to  diflblve  their  league  againft  the  Britifti  empire, 
and  they  would  bring  out  fecrets  of  infidelity  that  muft  tend  to 
do  the  moft  material  injuries  to  our  interefts.  It  was  impoffible  to 
feparate  the  motion,  fo  as  to  efrecl  the  purpofe  which  it  fought, 
without  doing  the  injury  that  he  forefaw,  and  therefore  he  was 
unable  to  comply  with  its  terms.  The  Houfe  might  fay  to  Mr. 
Haftings,  You  f:iall  not  ftate  this,  nor  you  fliall  not  ftate  that 
in  vour  defence,  becaufe  it  is  injurious  to  our  interefts  in  India  ; 
but  when  A-lr.  Haftings  comes  upon  his  trial,  who  is  it  can  pre- 
vent him  from  going  into  the  fubjedl  of  the  Mahratta  peace  at 
large,  and  broadly  ftating  all  that  he  knew?  The  difcufiion  of 
the  Mahratta  peace  would  lead  to  a  difcovery  of  what  alliances 
we  had  formed  in  India, — and  to  a  full  inveftigation  of  the  po- 
litics of  that  country  ; — matters  very  improper  to  be  known  to 
foreign  powers.  On  this  account,  he  ftiould  reject  the  demand 
made  by  the  Right  Hon.  Gentleman,  and  he  trufted  that  the 
Houfe  would  concur  with  him  in  that  refiftance, 
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Mr.  F.  Montague  paid  great  deference  to  whatever  feii  from  Mr.  F. 
the  learned  Gentleman,  and  was  not  difpleafed  to  hear  that  the 
objecSlion  to  the  motion  was  on  public  grounds,  becaufe  it  then 
fhould  meet  a  fair  decifion.  The  Right  Hon.  Gentleman  (Mr. 
Burke)  had  come  forward  as  a  determined  accufer,  and  the 
charges  he  m.ade  contained  no  light  matter,  nor  matter  that  was 
novel.  The  fubjed  had  been  difcufled  for  a  number  of  years, 
and  before  many  Committees.  The  Right  Hon.  Gentleman's 
abilities  fhone  with  more  than  common  fplendor  In  the  bufi- 
nefs  j  his  diligence  and  attention  were  unwearied.  But  notwith- 
ing  this  perfeverance,  and  thefe  virtues,  he  much  feared  that, 
like  many  other  great  perfons,  he  muft  truft  to  pofterity  for  the 
benefit  of  his  labours :  for  there  feemed  little  probability  of 
bringing  this  point  to  ifTue  in  his  life-time.  As  to  the  danger 
arifmg  from  the  difclofure  of  the  circumftances  of  the  Mahratta 
peace,  he  really  faw  it  not  in  the  light  in  which  it  was  attempt- 
ed to  be  placed  by  the  learned  Gentleman.  He  hardly  could 
perceive,  how  the  mixed  government  of  the  Indian  Princes 
fhould  enter  into  the  detail  of  the  parliamentary  proceedings  in 
England.  If  the  minute  papers  were  moved  for,  there  was  a 
negative  put  on  the  motion,  there  was  an  end  to  all  enquiry. 
What  was  to  become  of  juftice,  if  the  ftrong  hand  of  the  Mi- 
nifter  was  raifed  on  fuch  occafions  againft  the  attainmxnt  of 
equity  ? — And  that  the  learned  Gentleman  was  the  Minifter  on 
this,  as  well  as  on  other  occafions,  he  remained  pretty  certain, 
^onfidering  the  matter  in  this  point  of  view,  he  fliould  certainly 
vote  for  the  motion. 

Mr.  Burke,  in  a  fpeech  of  confiderable  length,  attacked  the  Mr.  Burke:* 
argument  of  Mr.  Dundas,  both  as  to  its  premifes  and  as  to  its 
conclufion.  He  obferved,  that  the  Hon.  Gentleman's  objec- 
tions went  not  only  to  the  firft  motion,  but  ftrongly  and  dire6lly 
to  the  other  two :  and  he  was  the  more  furprized  at  this  oppo- 
fition,  when  he  contrafted  his  conduvSl  in  the  year  1782,  with  his  « 

condudl  in  the  year  1786.     The  amazing  change  of  opinion 
on  the  fame  fubjecl  carried  to  the  mind  a  kind  of  aftonifliment 
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and  wonder,  that  in  fo  fhort  a  time,  (o  great  a  difFerence  of  fen- 
timent  could  be  effected.  As  to  the  arguments  ufed  by  the 
Hon.  Gentleman  in  fupport  of  the  refufal  of  the  motions,  they 
had,  when  confidered,  a  moft  ftrange'  appearance.  They  went 
to  this,  that  the  papers  could  not  be  granted,  becaufe  they  would 
prove  how,  and  in  what  manner,  the  different  powers  in  India 
bad  been  facrificed  to  each  other.  Thefe  were  not,  indeed,  the 
exact  wordsjbut  they  conftituted  the  meaning  to  the  full  extent. 
This  very  reafon  for  not  granting  the  papers,  was  the  reafon,  of 
all  others,  why  they  fhould  be  produced. 
Mi.Dundas.  Mr.  Dimdos  called  Mr.  Burke  to  order :  he  infifted,  that  he 
never  entertained  an  idea  of  the  powers  in  India  being  induced 
to  betray  each  other  by  the  circumftances  under  which  the  Mah- 
ratta  peace  was  effe6led. 
-  Mr.  Earke.  Mr.  Bm'ke  faid,  he  fhould  not,  nor  did  he  mean  to  quarrel 
about  words  :  it  mattered  little  whether  we  had  got  them  re- 
ciprocally to  betrav  one  another,  or  whether  we  had  betrayed  to 
them  every  ally  v/e  had  in  that  part  of  the  world.  If  the  Hon. 
Gentleman  meant  to  do  Mr.  Haftings  a  fervice,  in  refufing  to 
let  thofe  papers  be  laid  upon  the  table,  he  fhould  have  begun 
with  eflablifliing,  that  there  was  no  guilt  in  the  tranfadion ; 
that  our  allies  ^vere  not  betrayed  ;  and  that  our  engagements  and 
promifes  had  all  been  fulhlled  with  the  Princes  who  have  fo 
»  flrougjy  charged  us  with  breaking  them.     It  happens  rather  un- 

fortunate for  the  Hon.  Gentleman,  that  his  own  words  are  the 
ftrongCil  teftimony  againfl  his  arguments,  and  this  he  hoped  to 
prove  prefently.  It  had  been  argued,  on  a  former  day,  that  if 
the  prefent  enquiry  was  to  feck  after  crimes,  the  papers  could 
not  be  granted ;  but  that  if  a  direft  charge  was  made,  there 
fliould  not  be  any  objeclion.  That  fpecific  charge  was  now 
brought  forward — it  was  committed  in  detail  to  writing  ;  and 
if  the  Hon.  Gentleman  v/iflied  to  hear  it,  it  fhould  be  read  to 
him.  Indeed,  great  part  of  it  muft  be  in  the  Hon.  Gentleman's 
recoUedlion,  if  he  turned  to  the  Report  of  that  Committee,  in 
which  he  once  was  fo  adive  a  Member :  but  little  notice  fhould 

be 
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be  taken  of  what  thole  people  fay,  who  fo  eafily  forget.     The 
matter,  however,  was  of  too  ferious  a  nature  to  be  dropped,  be- 
caufe  he  had  flopped  the  Hon.  Member's  memory.     It  muft, 
he  faid,  and  it  fhould  be  brought  forward,  if  there  was  a  poffi- 
bih'ty  of  obtaining  juftice  in  Parliament.     Indeed,  the  prefent 
objeiSlion  to  the  motion  for  neceffary  papers  carried  with  it  an 
ill  omen,  and  portended,  that  in  all  matters  of  ftate  it  would  be 
impoffible  to  bring  high  delinquents  to  an  impartial  trial,  when 
Minifters  put  a  negative  uport  the  evidence  that  was  neceflary 
to  that  point.     As  to  the  excufe  which  the  Hon.  Gentleman 
made  of  the  Mahratta  peace  being  fo  falutary  and  fo  honourable, 
he  denied  the  juftice  of  the  aflertion,  and  took  upon  himfelf  to 
declare,  that  it  was  the  direct  contrary ;  and  that  our  national 
honour  and  reputation  were  facrificed  in  that  very  peace.     It 
was  to  prove  this,  and  to  bring  the  charge  direcl:ly  home  to  Mr. 
Haftings,  that  the  prefent  motion  was  made.     The  charge  was 
of  a  political  nature — the  crimes  were  political,  and,  therefore, 
the  politics  of  both  countries  were  involved  in  the  event. — 'The 
objeilion  of  betraying  politics  was  therefore  frivolous  ;  becaufe 
the  whole  being  of  a  political  nature,  it  was  impoffible  to  come 
to  the  matter  of  fa6t,  without  a  knowledge  of  thofe  very  politics 
which  it  feemed  to  be  the  intention  of  Minifters  to  conceal. 
As  to  the  defence  of,  or  rather  the  panegyric  on  the  conduct  of 
Mr.  Haftino;s,  he  fhould  refer  the  Hon.  Gentleman  who  made 
it  to  the  forty-four  Refolutions  which  he  moved  againft  that 
very  Mr.  Haftings,  and  v/hich  Refolutions  ftood  on  the  Journals 
oftheHoufe.     They  ftood  by  themfelves  as  a  monument,  to 
record  the  unanimous  fentiments  of  the  Committee,  as  approved 
by  Parliament.     Six  of  thefe  Refolutions  were  now  violated  by         * 
the  oppbfition  of  the  very  Gentleman  who  propofed  them ;  and 
without  any  other  argument  to  fupport  the  change  of  opinion, 
than  the  very  curious  one,  that  Mr.  Haftings  had  made  a  good 
peace.     What  had  the  peace  to  do  v/ith  the  antecedent  crimes  ? 
The  Hon.  Gentleman  ftood  pledged  on  the  Journals  of  the 
Houfe,  to  do  that  w^ich  he  now  declares  to  be  unfafe.     What 
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did  all  this  amount  to  ?  Wliat  muft  the  world  think  of  the  bu- 
finefs  ? — that  we  were  a  nation  of  thieves  and  robbers,  who 
were  afraid  of  enquiries  into  fads,  and  therefore  flopped  the 
progrefs  of  inveftigation,  left  we  might  impeach  each  other, 
and  the  truth  come  out.  It  was,  in  a  narrower  point  of  view, 
laying  the  crimes  of  the  individual  on  the  fhoulders  of  Parlia- 
ment, and  making  the  Houfe  of  Commons  anfwerable  for  that 
which  alone  belonged  to  Mr.  Haftings.  It  became  neceflary 
for  the  Hon.  Gentleman  to  Ihew,  why  foreign  powers  fliould 
be  fhofked  at  the  difclofure  of  the  Mahratta  peace,  and  why 
thofe  refolutions  tended  to  the  purpofe  of  making  Government 
betray  that  which  ought  to  be  kept  fecret. 

Mr.Dundas.  Mr,  Dundas  here  again  called  the  Hon.  Gentleman  to  order, 
who,  he  faid,  was  arguing  on  the  principles  of  motions  not 
yet  offered  to  the  Houfe.  There  had  been  but  one  read,  and 
to  that  be  wifhed  he  fhould  confine  himfelf. 

Mr.  Burke.  Mr.  Bhrke  contended,  that  what  he  faid  was  in  order  j  he 
was  on  the  fubje6l  in  general,  to  which  the  firft  motion  related, 
and  to  which  the  other  two  were  collaterally  related.  The  in- 
fidelity which  the  conclufion  of  the  Mahratta  v/ar  exemplified 
to  our  allies,  the  breach  of  treaties,  and  the  forfeiture  of  folemn 
promifes,  were  a  part  of  the  great  charge  againft  Mr.  Haftings; 
but  it  would  be  impo.Tible  to  uibftantiate  that  part,  if  Govern- 
ment withheld  the  evidence.  He  faid,  he  fpecifically  charged 
Mr.  Haftings  with  having  betrayed  the  allies  of  this  country, 
and  with  having  given  them  up.  The  Mahratta  peace,  he  in- 
firted,  contained  perfidy,  and  was  fraught  with  ingratitude  and 
cruelty  to  thofe  who  ought  to  have  been  fheltered  and  protected 
by  us.  The  difference  between  him  and  the  Hon.  Gentleman 
was  this  :  He  (Mr.  Burke)  brought  accufation — he  (Mr.  Dun- 
das) pronounced  a  panegyric  ;  the  one  brought  his  charge  upon 
proof— the  other  flew  from  it.  There  were  three  parties  in  this 
bufinefs.  The  Houfe  ftood  as  the  accufer,  Mr.  Haftings  as  the 
accufed,  and  a  party  that  was  neuter.  This  latter  was  the 
Miuifter.     The  profecutor  is  in  poffeiHon  c    the  fails,  but 
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then  there  is  a  neceflary  evidence  to  teftify  to  the  truth  of  thcfe 
facts,  and  that  evidence  is  in  pofieflion  of  the  neuter  party, 
which  neuter  party  being  determined  to  keep  it  back,  the  con- 
fequence  muft  be  acquittal  of  the  culprit.  In  refpeft  to  the 
danger  mentioned  by  the  Right  Hon.  Gentleman,  which  was  to 
arife  from  making  public  thefe  papers,  if  a  negative  proof  to 
the  contrary  was  allowed,  he  could  fairly  bring  it  home  to  the 
underftanding  of  any  Gentleman  in  the  Houfe,  that  no  danger 
could  poflibly  arife  more  than  has  already  happened.  This  is 
not  a  manoeuvre  refpedling  the  Mahratta  peace,  of  which  the 
powers  in  India  are  not  already  in  complete  pofleffion  ;  and  the 
confequence  is,  that  they  have  already  combined  againft  this 
country  for  the  purpofe  of  extirpating  the  Britifli  power  ia 
Afia. — The  fovereigns  there  are  as  well  informed  as  any  fove- 
reigns  in  Europe:  they  have  their  intelligence  regularly ;  they 
have  their  news-papers  and  their  news-writers,  and  the  beft 
and  moft  authentic  intelligence  of  all  the  pov/ers  both  in  Eu- 
rope and  in  India.  The  circumflances  of  the  treachery  ufed  to 
the  Raja  of  Gohud,  of  the  breach  of  treaty  with  that  unhappy 
prince,  now  driven  from  his  territories  and  a  wanderer  in  the 
Eaft,  are  well  known, — -too  well  known  to  be  concealed  ;  that 
poor  fugitive  now  holds  up  his  hands  and  implores  the  Britifli 
Parliament ;  he  adjures  them  by  their  own  confiRency,  by  the 
faith  of  treaties,  by  the  honour  of  their  nation,  to  do  him  jiif- 
tice,  to  fulfil  their  promifes,  and  to  punifh  the  man  who  caufed 
that  honour  to  be  facriiiced,  that  faith  of  nations  to  be  broke. 
There  was  one  thing  he  willied  the  Houfe  to  confider,  that  the 
difaflecStions  in  India,  by  our  breach  of  promife,  and  by  other 
unpardonable  crimes  committed  undes  the  authority  of  the  late 
Governor  General,  might,  and  no  doubt  would,  induce  t  ranee 
to  take  an  advantage  that  might  prove  of  th.,  noft  pernicious 
confequences  to  our  Kaftern  poffemons.  As  to  the  conceal- 
ment of  tranfa£lions  refpcdting  the  Mahratta  peace,  he  fhould 
take  the  liberty  to  obferve,  that  if  they  were  to  be  a  fecret,  they 
yyere  only  to  be  a  fecret  to  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  The  world 
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was  already  In  full  pofleffion  of  every  matter  which  the  Hon. 
Gentleman  with  fuch  caution  wiflied  to  conceal;  and  if  the 
Houfe  did  not  agree  with  the  producing  the  papers  now  afked, 
they  fnut  the  door  againfl  the  truth,  and  igainft  a  principal 
truth  which  led  to  the  moft  material  evidence.  The  confift- 
ency  of  the  Hon.  Gentleman,  throughout  the  whole  of  this 
tranfadlion,'  was  admirable ;  he  firii,  in  the  ftrongeft  terms 
which  words  could  convey,  reprobates  the  whole  government  of 
Mr.  Hadings — then,  on  a  change  of  politics,  comes  with  a  fet- 
ofF  againft  that  vi'hich  he  reprobated.  The  fet-ofF  was  a  pa- 
negyric on  the  Mahratta  peace.  He  muft  beg  therefore  to 
turn  to  the  Journals  of  the  Houfe  to  bring  to  the  Hon.  Gen- 
tleman's memory,  that  which  he  had  then  agreed  to ;  it  was  '\r\ 
No.  20,  in  the  Appendix  to  the  loth  Report.  As  to  the  Rana, 
of  Gohud,  it  was  clear  that  in  the  treaty  it  was  meant  to  de- 
fert  him,  although  the  promife  of  fupport  was  held  out.  The 
words  were,  "  as  long  as  he  behaves  with  propriety;"  and  out  of 
that  prolific  root  conftrudions  {hooted  forth  that  were  his  ruin. 
Conftrudtions  which  were  a  complete  defeazance  of  treaty,  a 
defeazance  which  proved  that  he  was  facrificed,  that  he  was 
given  up,  that  he  was  betrayed  under  the  fecurity  ot  a  Britifli 
promife.  This  condu6l,  he  infifted,  was  fuch  as  difgraced  us 
with  the  whole  world ;  the  eyes  of  Europe  were  upon  us  in  the 
prefent  proceedings.  The  conduct  of  JVIr.  Haftings  was  well 
known,  and  juflice,  exemplary  juftice^  was  expected.  What 
then  would  be  the  remarks  of  all  mankind,  when  they  heard 
that  the  evidence  in  the  polTeilion  of  Government  to  bring  that 
ftate  criminal  to  juftice,  was  withheld,  becaufe,  forfooth,  it 
would  publifh  that  which  was  already  public — becaufe  it  would 
make  known  that  which  was  already  no  fecret — becaufe  it  would 
difcover  to  the  powers  in  India  that  fyftem  of  politics  with 
which  they  are  already  well  acquainted.  In  fhort,  if  the  pre- 
fent motions  were  not  granted,  he  faid,  the  refufal  would  dif- 
grace  the  Britife  Parliament  with  the  whole  world. 

The 
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The  gallery  was  then  ordered  to  be  cleared,  that  the  queftion 
fliould  be  put,  when 

A4r.  Fox  requefted  firft  ferioufly  to  be  informed,  whether  it  ^''^-  Fox. 
was  really  meant  to  perfevere  in  the  refufal  of  thofe  papers  i 
Surely  there  was  nothing  in  the  rule  of  conduct  which  the  Gen- 
tlemen of  the  other  fide  laid  down  for  themfelves,  did  not  ar^ue 
mofl  powerfully  and  convincingly  for  their  produ6lion.     If  a 
fpccific  purpofc  was  neceflary  to  be  mentioned,  and  the  objedl 
of  the  motion  requifite  to  be  explained,  there  was  a  pointed 
and  fpecific  charge  in  the  treatment  of  the  R,ana  of  Gohud, 
who  was  allowed,  and  indeed  mentioned  in  former  treaties  as 
the  ally  and  friend  of  Great-Britain,  and  negkdled  in  the  ge- 
neral peace  which  terminated  the  Mahratta  war.     This  was  the 
facl  as  it  appeared  uncontradidled,  and  the  Houfe  ought  furely 
to  enquire  whether  fuch  defertion  of  the  friends  of  this  country 
was  juilifiable  in  the  Governor  General.      To   withhold  any 
information  on  this  fubjeil  would  be  not  only  unjuft  to  Mr. 
Haftings,  who  was  accufed,  but  indecent  to  the  Houfe,  whofe 
honour  was  fo  much  concerned  in  the  full  and  riirorous  exami- 
nation  of  fuch  a  conducl.     There  was  no  behaviour  whatfo- 
ever  which  would  operate  more  injurioufly  to  the  Britifli  in- 
tereft,  either  in  this  or  any  other  quarter,  than  to  find  that  its  , 

friendfhip  was  no  defence  and  no  proteiticn  to  its  allies.  An, 
unwarranted  defertion,  if  fuch  it  could  be  proved,  muft  cer- 
tainly be  confidered  as  a  great  mifdemeanor,  and  nothing  was 
more  neceffary  either  to  the  character  or  vindication  of  the  per- 
fon  accufed,  than  to  explain  the  grounds  .on  Vv'hich  he  was  juf- 
^ified.  There  might  polTibly  exift  a  plea  of  nectility  for  this 
proceeding,  and  for  the  prefent  moment  he  would  admit  that 
there  did  fo.  But  when  there  was  a  certain  afl'urance,  the  al- 
lies and  defendants  of  Great-Britain  had  been  abandoned  by 
her  in  a  negociation,  there  was  a  crime,  prima  facie  evident, 
and  the  proceedings  in  that  negociation  (hould,  certainly  be  bid 
before  the  Houfe,  in  order  to  convince  them  of  that  neceffity. 
It  would  be  very  unfair,  and  indeed  very  improper,  if  Gentle- 

Y  4  men 
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men  ihould  have  thefe  feelings  barely  when  their  own  honour 
or   their  own  characters  were  at   ftake,  and  feem  wholly  un- 
conlcious  of  them  when  the  queftion  was  againft  the  charadler 
of  others.      Thus  the  Minifters  of  the  time,  when  the  late 
peace  was  concluded,   knew  the  defection  from  the  loyaliils  to 
be  a  conducft  fo  much  in  need  of  juftification,  that  they  very 
decently  came  down  to  the  Houfe  in  order  to  excufe  themfelves 
on  the  ground  of  neceflity.     Whether  fuch  neceility  exifted, 
this  v/as  not  for  him  to   difcufs,   but  the   means    of  enquiry 
en  the  fubjecl:  were  undoubtedly  open.     Why  not  then  purfue 
the  fame  line  of  conducl  on  the  prefent  occafion,  v^hen  pofitivc 
and  direil  charges  were  brought  againft  the  meafure  ?     If  rno- 
tives  of  neceflity  recommended  the  treachery,   why  was  that 
neceffity  not  explained  ?  and  if  principles  of  policy  di6lated  the 
conduct,  why  was  not  that  policy  made  known?     It  was  in- 
deed alledged,  that  the  interefts  of  the  country  might  be  en- 
dangered by  the  difclofure  which  the  papers  would  make.     But 
in  our  conftitution  there  were  both  advantages  and  defeats,  and 
the  fame  muft  alfo  be  true  of  every  other  conftitution  and  fpe- 
cies  of   government.     We,  however,  were  of  opinion,   that 
the  advantages  we  conftitutionally  pofTcfTed  by  far  out-balanced 
the  difadvantages  ;  and  it  was  one  of  the  leading  principles  to 
prefer  the   refponfibility  which  belonged   to  our  officers    and 
Minifters,  before  the  fecrecy  which  was  deemed  fo  necefl'ary  in 
other  countries.     Then  fuppofmg  (for  he  was  far  from  admit- 
ting it)  that  fome  injury  might  be  apprehended  from  the  pro- 
duction of  thcfe  papers,  it  was  only  the  necefTary  confequence 
to  which  every  inveftigation  was  liable,  and  there  could  be  no 
tnquiiy  of  a  public  nature,    in  which  circumftances  did  not 
come  out,  which   might  better  have   remained  a  fecret.     The 
Houfe  then  would  do  well  to  refie6l,  what  a  precedent  they 
were  laying  down  for  all  future  public  officers  to  take  advan- 
tage of;  for  if  this  excufe  fhould  once  be  admitted,  there  was 
no  circumftance  and  no  fitualion  to  which  it  would  not  be 

foun4 
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found  to  apply.  A  Right  Hon.  Gentleman  (Mr.  Dundas)  had 
on  this,  as  well  as  on  a  former  night,  endeavoured  to  play  oiF 
the  condu(5l  of  Mr.  Haftings  pofterior  to  the  Reports  of  the 
Committee,  againft  the  delinquency  of  his  former  meafure,  to 
which  the  Right  Hon.  Gentleman  had  borne  fuch  full  and 
ample  teftimonies  in  the  couife  of  thefe  Reports.  But  what 
was  the  meaning  of  this  language,  or  what  other  fentiment  did  it 
exprefs  than  this  ?  "  I  think  his  conduct  hnce  that  period  laud- 
able and  good,  and  I  wifli  you  to  think  fo  with  me ;  but  in  the 
mean  time  I  am  refolved  that  you  fhall  have  no  reafon  to  think 
fo  beyond  my  aflertion,  and  I  will  deny  you  the  information 
which  is  neceflary  to  convince  you  of  it."  Flis  Right  Hon. 
Friend  had  already  faid  enough  to  fhew  the  Houfe  how  light  and 
ill-founded  was  that  danger  which  was  apprehended  on  the 
other  fide,  and  he  trufted  they  would  hear  fome  further  reafons 
before  they  would  refufe  thefe  papers,  which  were  neceflary  to 
the  purpofes  of  this  impeachment. 

Mr.  Pitt  faid,  his  Right  Hon.  Friend  had  been  treated  with  Mr.W.Pitt. 
no  fmall  degree  of  fevcrity  in  the  courfe  of  this  debate,  for  lay- 
ing down  a  principle  which  ought  certainly  to  be  follpwed  in 
every  parliamentary  difci^on  of  the  kind,  which  was,  that  no 
vote  ought  to  pafs  for  the  production  of  papers,  unlefs  fufficient 
grounds  were  laid  down  to  fnew  their  neceffity  and  application 
to  a  fpecific  objecl.  The  Right  Hon.  Gentleman  who  took  the 
lead  in  this  profecution,  had  exprefled  and  acquitted  himfelf 
with  a  degree  of  candour  and  opennefs,  which  redounded  much 
to  his  credit,  but  he  certainly  did  not  offer  arguments  of  fuf- 
ficient force  to  evince  the  neceffity  of  producing  thefe  papers. 
Difpofed  as  he  was  to  adl  through  the  whole  of  the  bufinefs 
with  the  utmoft  impartiality,  he  could  fee  nothing  in  the  con- 
duct of  Mr.  Haftings  refpe£ling  the  Mahratta  peace,  which  did 
not  dcferve  the  higheft  commendation.  He  had,  indeed,  efFecl:ed 
it  by  dilTolving  a  league  of  the  moft  powerful  Indian  princes 
that  could  poffibly  be  confederates  for  our  deftrudtion  j  and  he 
was  aftonifhed  that  any  man  who  ever  was  z,  Minifter,  who 

ever 
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ever  looks  forward  to  be  a  Minifter,  could  think  of  cenfuring 
fo  fuccefsful  and  glorious  an  arxhievemcnt.  When  this  coun- 
try fhould  at  any  time  be  threatened  with,  or  engaged  in  a  war 
with  its  natural  enemies,  was  there  any  Minider,  who,  in  op- 
pofmg  the  Houfe  of  Bourbon,  would  not  think  it  the  mofl: 
meritorious  of  all  fervices  to  be  able  to  diiTolve  the  family  com- 
pa£t?  And  precifely  in  the  fame  fituation  was  Mr.  Haftings  re- 
fpe^ting  the  Mahratta  peace. — He  made  it  at  a  tiiTiC  when  the 
continuance  of  war  would  be  abfolute  and  inevitable  ruin,  and 
he  completed  it  with  an  addrefs  and  ingenuity  which  did  him 
immortal  honour.  He  was  not  fo  converfant  in  Indian  po- 
litics as  the  Right  Hon.  Gentleman  who  had  preceded  in  the 
debate,  but  he  certainly  confidered  this  part  of  Mr.  Haftings's 
conduit  in  that  light  which  he  juft  now  mentioned.  How  far 
other  charges  might,bc  fubftantiated  againfl  him,  remained  yet 
to  be  determined.  It  was  certainly  a  point  of  jufiice,  that  de- 
linquents fhould  be  punifhed  ;  but  that  fliould  be  done  v/ith  the 
niceft  regard  to  public  fafety.  When  fuiHcient  ground  of  guilt 
was  laid  down,  there  was  certainly  a  rcafon  for  laying  afide 
thofe  prudential  maxims,  which,  on  flight  and  curfory  accufa- 
tions,  fhould  be  moft  flridly  adhered  to.  If  the  papers  novy 
called  for  were  granted,  there  would,  of  courfe,  enfue  various 
(lifcoveries,  which  may  have  ruinous  confcquences  to  our  offi^ 
cers  in  India.  There  were  certainly  means  ufed  to  detach  th? 
different  princes  one  from  the  other,  but  todifcover  the  mediums 
through  which  this  policy  operated,  would  deflroy  the  future 
confidence  in  Britifh  politics,  and  the  field  of  negociation,  v/hich 
it  was  fo  efTential  to  the  profperity  of  this  country  to  enjoy; 
and  it  might  not  only  be  a  bar  to  our  future  operations,  but 
afFecl  the  fituations  of  perfons  now  in  India,  who  were  inflru- 
mental  and  ferviceable  in  bringing  about  that  great  objciSl.  A 
Right  Hon.  Gentleman  had  attempted  to  prove,  that  thofe 
proceedings  would  be  no  fecret  in  India,  becaufe  all  intelligence 
of  that  kind  was  fully  communicated  in  the  Indian  Gazette, 
In  order  to  fhevv  the  weaknefs  of  that  argument^  he  would  only 
1  remind 
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remind  him  of  that  period  when  his  Right  Hon.  Friend  (Mr. 
Fox)  went  into  office,  when  this  country  was  labouring  under 
the  preffure  of  a  war  againft  combined  and  powerful  foes.  His 
policy  at  that  time  was  to  detach  a  part  of  that  confederacy,  by 
offering  feparate  terms  to  the  Dutch,  and  at  the  fame  time  pro- 
pofing  exclufive  terms  to  the  Americans.  The  attempt  was 
certainly  laudable,  and  though  unfuccefsful,  the  Right  Hon. 
Gentleman  had  undoubtedly  the  merit  of  deferving  well  of  his 
country.  But  would  it  therefore-be  juft  to  aflert,  that  any 
country  in  Europe  knew  t;he  detail  and  particulars  of  thefe  ne- 
gociations,  becaufe  there  were  Gazettes  in  England  and  Hol- 
land ? — Certainly  not. The   Right  Hon,  Genilemaij   had, 

however,  ftrengthened  his  arguments,  by  reafoning  not  only  oij 
the  motion  immediately  before  the  Houfe,  but  alfo  on  others 
which  he  intended  to  put.  He  fliould  applaud  fuch  a  condudt 
in  general,  as  it  would  fave  much  time,  and  be  equally  proper 
where  the  connection  between  them  was  fo  intimate.  But  he 
would  not  admit  him  the  full  extent  of  his  obfervations  in  ac- 
cufuig  a  Right  Hon.  Gentleman  of  oppofing  all  his  motions, 
while  he  argued  only  on  one  particular  fubjeCl.  There  was  one 
of  his  motions  which  he  certainly  would  not  oppofe,  becaufe 
there  was  laid  a  fufncient  ground  of  enquiry ;  he  meant  that 
refpeiting  the  Rana  of  Gohud.  However  he  might  differ 
with  him  refpeiting  the  propriety  of  the  Rana  of  Gohud  be- 
ing excluded  from  the  peace,  he  certainly  thought  it  a  fair  fub- 
jedl  of  interrogation.  This  man,  he  underftood,  previous  to 
the  Mahratta  peace,  had  entered  into  a  feparate  negociation 
with  Modajee  Scindia,  for  himfelf,  without  the  knowledge  or 
concurrence  of  the  Governor  General  of  Bengal.  After  be- 
ing deteded  in  this  a6l  of  infidelity,  it  was  not  ftrange  that  he 
fliould  not  be  admitted  to  the  benefit  of  a  peace,  which  was 
meant  to  ferve  the  friends,  and  not  the  foes  of  Great-Britain. 
To  that  motion,  however,  he  fhould  have  no  objeftion ;  but  to 
the  prefent  one,  which  tended  tp  reveal  the  moff  interefting 

and 
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and  important  fecrets,  he  would  give  every  oppofition  in  his 
power. 
Mr.  Tax,  Mr.  Fox  begged  leave  to  explain  fhortly  the  nature  of  fome 
allufions  which  were  made  this  night  in  the  Houfe,  and  which 
he  had  before  heard  glanced  at,  here  as  well  as  out  of  doors. — 
He  meant  the  fubjedl  of  his  negociation  for  a  feparate  peace 
with  Holland.  He  was  well  aware,  that  the  Right  Hon.  Gen- 
tleman did  not  mention  it  by  way  of  blame,  nor  did  he  wifh  to 
impute  to  him  any  fuch  intention ;  but  as  it  had  fo  often  been 
mentioned,  he  was  glad  to  have  the  opportunity  of  fpeaking  two 
or  three  words  to  it  in  this  public  manner.  He  was  forry  that 
the  Houfe  was  fo  thin  of  Members,  but  he  was  pleafed  to  fee  fo 
full  a  gallery.  When  this  meafure  of  detaching  Holland  and 
America  from  the  combination  which  was  formed  againft  us, 
was  firft  propofed,  he  had  been  only  three  days  in  office,  and  con- 
fequcntly  was  obliged  to  meet  thofe  people  in  the  cabinet,  with 
whom  he  was  accuftomed  to  differ  on  political  fubjefls.  And 
yet,  what  was  a  circumftance  that  did  not  often  happen,  he 
had  the  honour  to  propofe  that  meafure  with  the  unanimous 
concurrence  of  all  his  Majefty's  Cabinet  Minifters.  This  he 
thought  himfelf  at  liberty  to  mention,  becaufe,  though  it  might 
be  irpproper  to  ftate  the  diflenfions  or  difagreements  in  the  Ca- 
binet, there  would  certainly  be  no  Impropriety  in  mentioning 
their  unanimity.  He  would  further  obferve,  that  this  policy 
was  by  no  means  inefFetStual  as  to  fome  of  its  objedts,  though  in 
others  it  certainly  had  not  the  wifoed  for  fuccefs.  For  thefe 
Gentleman  who  were  then  in  office  might  well  recollect,  that 
the  difpofition  of  fome  courts  in  Europe  was  not  then  extreme-r 
ly  favourable  to  the  country,  and  that  the  meafure  now  alluded 
to  had,  at  leaft,  the  eiFe£t  of  averting  thefe  confequences  which 
might  otherwife  have  been  apprehended.  Having  faid  thus 
much  for  the  alluuon,  he  would  next  return  to  the  propriety  of 
admitting  the  prefent  papers.  He  obferved,  that  it  was  exprefT- 
ed  in  the  treaty  fubfifting  between  the  Company  and  the  Rana 
of  Gohaudj  that  he  was  to  be  protedled  by  the  powers  of  Great- 
Britain 
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Britain  againft  their  mutual  foes  ;  in  confequence  of  which  he 
had  lent  his  lervices  during  the  war,  and  was  to  have  been  of 
courfe  included  in  the  peace.  There  were  alfo,  according  to 
Mr.  Haftings's  own  letters,  feveral  other  Rajahs  and  Princes 
who  had  the  fame  or  fimilar  claims  upon  the  protection  of  Great- 
Britain.  And  yet  it  appeared,  from  the  Mahratta  peace,  that 
none  of  them  were  included  in  the  provifion  of  it.  This  was 
not  the  time  to  argue  from  what  motives,  or  upon  what  policy 
it  was  done.  But  the  omiffion  was  prima  facie  evidence  of 
treachery  or  guilt  j  to  obviate,  or  to  fubftantiate  which,  was 
the  objeCl  of  the  prefent  motion,  and  was,  in  his  judgment,  a 
debt  claimed  as  well  by  the  juftice  due  to  the  fufFerers  in  India, 
as  to  the  dignity  of  Parliament,  and  the  acquittal  or  condemna- 
tion of  Mr.  Haftings.  He  agreed  with  the  Right  Hon.  Gen- 
tleman, that  it  was  not  fufficient  ground  for  the  production  of 
all  papers  to  fay  one  Gentleman  is  the  profecutor,  and  would 
pledge  himfelf  to  prove  their  application  to  the  obje£l  in  view. 
But  here  there  was  not  the  fmalleft  particle  of  danger  in  giving 
the  papers  called  for,  and  there  were  fuch  ftrong  grounds  laid, 
as  muft  no  longer  leave  in  doubt  either  their  necellity  or 
propriety, 

Mr.  Burke  replied  to  fuch  obfervations  of  Mr.  Pitt  as  applied  Mr.  Burke 
to  him  ;  obferving,  that  inftead  of  attacking  his  main  bod)'',  he 
contented  himfelf  with  fkirmifhing  about,  endeavouring  to  pick 
up  fome  part  of  his  baggage.  He  by  no  means  aflerted  the  Ga- 
zette informations  to  be  that  on  which  the  Princes  of  India  moft 
relied  for  information.  But  he  contended,  that  fo  complete  was 
their  knowledge  of  every  circumftance  relative  to  that  peace, 
that  'what  was  made  fecrets  of  in  the  Houfe  of  Commons  in 
England,  were  matters  of  notoriety  in  India,  and  had  been  pub- 
liflied  in  moft  of  their  papers.  But  the  fource  of  their  intelli- 
gence was  fuch  as  could  not  fail  them  ;  for  the  moft  enormous 
fums  were  expended  in  procuring  fpies,  even  in  official  fituations 
in  our  fettlements  j  and  by  comparing  notes,  they  had  fully  and 
fubftantially  difcovered  that  treachery  which  our  Officers  em- 

""  ployed 
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ployed  againft  them  individually. — The  confequence  of  which 
was,  that  they  had  now  formed  a  league  of  an  ofFenfive  import 
againft  our  fettlements,  which  would  be  beft  and  moft  efFe£tu- 
.  ally  oppofcd  by  taking  fuch  meafures  here  as  would  fhow  them, 
that  thefe  offences  at  leaft  were  not  to  have  the  fanflion  of  the 
Parliament  of  Great-Britain.  Mr.  Burke,  in  fupport  of  his 
motion,  read  feveral-  extra6ls,  as  well  from  the  Reports  of 
the  Committee  of  Secrefy,  as  from  the  treaties  which  lay  upon 
the  table  ;  and  hoped,  that  having  undertaken  the  arduous  and 
difagreeable  duty  of  moving  certain  Refolutions,  which  could 
lead  the  Commons  of  Great-Britain  into  an  effediual  profecu- 
tibn  of  the  man  whom  they  had  before  condemned,  he  would 
be  allowed  thofe  papers  which  he  deemed  neceflary  for  the  pur- 
pofe,  as  well  as  for  the  juftice  which  we  owed  the  miferable  inha- 

'.  bitants  of  a  dcfolated  country,  whofe  injuries  he  had  never  loft 

fight  of,  and  was  determined  to  perfevere,  fmce  the  firft  mom.ent 
he  became  acquainted  with  them,  and  in  whofe  caufe  he  would 
not  relax  his  exertions.  But  fliould  the  Houfe  refufe  him  the 
whole  of  the  m.aterials,  which  he  muft  have  officially  before  him 
in  order  to  fubftantiate  his  charges,  he  would  even  take  up  with 
fuch  fragments  as  were  left  him,  and  endeavour,  even  in  thefe, 
to  make  good  his  principal  charges. 

fThe  Houfe  v/as  again  proceeding  to  divide,  and  the  ftrangers 
ordered  to  withdraw,  but  the  debate  continuing  for  fome  time 
longer,  the  gallery  was  again  opened.  In  the  interval  between 
exclufion  and  admiiTion,  Mr.  Pitt  and  Mr.  Wyndham  fpoke.] 

Mr.Wilber.  Mr.  JVilbetforce  profefled  himfeif  much  unacquainted  with 
Indian  politics,  and  would  therefore  confine  himfeif  to  a  recom- 
mendation to  the  Miniftcr  lo  be  extremely  cautious  how  he 
fhould  fufFer  any  papers  to  be  produced,  which  were  likely  to 
do  injury  to  the  ftate.  The  danger  of  producing  thofe  papers 
at  a  time  fo  near  the  tranfa£lion  of  the  peace,  might  have  the 
moft  ferious  confcquences  to  thofe  who  were  concerned  in  the 
bufmefs,  and  v/ho  might  perhaps  be  in  confidential  fituations 
with  thofe  very  Princes  whofe  fecrets  they  might  have  revealed. 


force 
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He  cautioned  the  Houfe  not  to  be  led  into  any  warmth  from 
the  circumftances  which  were  liable  to  be  mentioned  on  thefe 
occafions,  requesting,  at  the  Tame  time,  that  the  Gentlemen  on 
the  other  fide  v.'ould  not  perfift  in  harrafling  Miniflers  with  a 
demand  of  papers,  which  they  knew  could  not  be  complied 
with. 

Mr.  Burke,  in  reply,  faid,  the  Hon.  Gentkman  had  ac^ed  the  Mr.  Buiks^ 
part  of  a  wife  man  in  offering  his  advice,  when  he  was  certain 
it  would  be  taken ;  but  at  the  fame  time  could  have  fpared  his 
reproachful  admonition  to  him,  who  had  certainly  no  defign  of 
embarraffing  Minifters  by  his  conduct.  But  he  thought  it  no 
good  omen  to  the  caufe,  if  papers,  of  fo  ample  and  fair  a  nature, 
were  fubje6ls  of  embarralTment  to  thofe  now  in  power. 

Major  Scoii  now  rofe,  and  addreffed  the  Houfe  as  follows :  MajorScott, 
"  I  hope  the  Houfe  will  forgive  me  for  prefuming  to  requefl 
their  indulgence  for  a  fhort  time,  as  I  am  particularly  called 
upon  by  the  Right  Hon.  Genthman  below  me,  (Mr.  Pitt) 
whofe  offer  I  accept  with  pleafure. — It  is  undoubtedly  the  wi(h 
of  Mr.  Haftings,  that  every  paper  moved  for  by  the  Right  Hon. 
Gentleman  over  the  way,  may  be  granted  by  this  Houfe ;  but 
it  is  impofiible  he  can  be  more  anxious  for  any  papers,  than 
thofe  which  rcfpeft  Mr.  Anderfon's  negociations. — The  world, 
I  believe,  are  agreed  very  generally  as  to  the  merits  of  that 
peace  j  and  if  the  detail  was  before  the  Houfe,  if  the  circum- 
ftances under  which  the  negocivition  was  commenced,  and  the 
difEculties  and  obftruftions  thrown  in  the  way  of  it  v/ere  known, 
which  would  of  courfe  appear  in  Mr.  Anderfon's  correfpond- 
ence,  Mr.  Haftings  would  not  only  be  juftified,  but  entitled  to 
the  warmeft  applaufe. — After  the  very  explicit  deciarati-ons  that 
have  fallen  from  two  Right  Hon.  Gentlemen,  who  are  ac- 
quainted with  every  part  of  the  negociation,  I  am  not  apprehen- 
five  that  any  fiur  can  be  caft  upon  the  charadler  of  Mr.  Haft- 
ings, for  any  part  of  the  Mahratta  peace.  The  Right  Hon. 
Gentleman,  (Mr,  Burke)  who  pofTeffes  great  powers  of  lan- 
guage, and  a  very  fertile  imagination,  has  aflerted,  that  the  faith 
-  '  of 
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of  the  nation  has  been  grofsly  violated  in  Mr.  Haftings's  con- 
duct to  the  Rana  of  Gohud.  Every  paper  that  can  tend  to 
prove  this  charge  is,  I  underftand,  to  be  granted  :  but  till  they 
are  all  before  us,  will  the  Houfe  permit  me,  by  a  plain  recital 
of  fa6ls,  to  prove,  how  ftrangely  and  unaccountably  the  Right 
Hon.  Gentleman  has  been  mifled. — Fortunately,  Sir,  there  are 
now  in  London  three  Officers  who  were  upon  fervice  with  the 
Rana. — The  firft,  Colonel  Muir,  a  Gentleman  who  has  ferved 
his  King  and  the  Company  forty  years  with  honour  and  fuc- 
cefs  ;  he  negociated  the  feparate  treaty  with  Madagee  Sindia. — 
The  fecond  is  Colonel  Popham,  who  commanded  the  army  firft 
fent  to  the  affiftance  of  the  Rana,  and  took  the  ftrong  fortrefs 
of  Gwalior,  the  Gibraltar  of  Indoftan. — The  third  is  a  near  re- 
lation of  mine,  Captain  Jonathan  Scott,  who  was  Perfian  tranf- 
lator,  firft  to  Colonel  Popham,  and  afterwards  to  Colonel  Ca- 
mac,  while  they  commanded  in  Gohud. — Our  firft  connexion 
with  the  Rana  was  in  confequence  of  his  preffing  and  earneft 
application,  the  latter  end  of  1779,  at  a  time  that  his  country 
was  almoft  entirely  in  the  hands  of  the  Mahrattas. — The  Hon. 
Gentleman,  (Mr.  Francis)  who  was  then  a  Member  of  the 
Supreme  Council,  may  recollect  the  motives  afligned  by  Mr. 
Haftings  for  entering  into  this  alliance  j  that  he  hoped,  by  a 
feries  of  military  operations  in  that  country,  to  draw  Madagee 
Sindia  from  Guzzerat,  and  to  accelerate  a  peace  with  the  Mah- 
ratta  State,  Sindia  at  that  time  commanded  their  armies,  and 
was  oppofed  to  General  Goddard.  The  treaty  was  concluded, 
and  Colonel  Popham,  at  the  head  of  his  little  army,  2000  fea- 
poys,  and  five  or  fix  field-pieces,  was  ordered  to  march  to  the 
V  Rana's  affiftance. — In  lefs  than  two  months  he  drove  the  Mah- 

rattas from  Gohud,  and  he  poflefied  himfelf  of  fome  diftridls  be- 
longing to  the  Mahrattas.  On  our  part  the  treaty  was  faithfully 
performed — but  the  Rana  neither  co-operated  with  his  forces, 
or  furniflied  the  money  or  provifions  that  he  was  bound  by  the 
treaty  to  fupply  us  with. — In  Aiiguft  1780,  the  fortrefs  of  Gwa- 
lior was  taken,  and,  againft  ths  opinion  of  Mr.  Haftings,  was 

net 
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not  immediately  delivered  to  the  Rana. — In  the  foUowing  April, 
however,  he  was  put  in  complete  pofleliion  of  it. — ■ — Colonel 
Camac  fucceeded  Colonel  Popham,  and  his  army  advanced  to- 
wards Malwa,  but  unfupported  by  the  Rana.  His  army  was 
harrafled  by  the  Mahrattas  to  fuch  a  degree,  that  the  Colonel 
wrote  very  preffihgly  to  the  commanding  Officer  at  Corah  for 
a  reinforcement  J  but  before  Colonel  Muir  could  join  him,  he 
made  a  night  attack  upon  the  camp  of  Sindia,  and  completely 
fucceeded,  taking  his  guns  and  ammunition,  with  a  grent  quan- 
tity of  provifions,  &c. — Overtures  for  peace  were  made  by  Pvla- 
dagee  Sindia  to  Colonel  Muir,  who  concluded  the  treaty  under 
the  inilru6tions  he  received  from  Mr.  Haftings,  which  were 
written  foon  after  his  retreat  from  Benares  to  Chunac,  and  dif- 
patched  in  a  quill  to  Colonel  Muir. — Thefe  inftrudxions  have 
been  fully  defended  by  the  Right  rion.  Gentleman  belov/  me. — • 
Colonel  Muir  tranfmitted  to  Mr.  Haftings  and  the  Supreme 
Council,  what  they  deemed  the  moft  full  and  unequivocal  proofs 
of  the  Rana's  treachery  and  breach  of  faith  ;  and  if  thefe  do  not 
fatisfy  the  Houfe,  then  the  Right  Hon.  Gentleman's  charge  will 
be  well  grounded. — But  though  we  were  deceived  by  the  Rana 
in  every  inftance,  the  expedition  projedted  by  Mr.  Haftings  had 
every  effe6l  which  he  prcJidted  from  it,  and  did  lay  the  founda- 
tion of  that  general  peace  we  now  enjoy  in  India. — With  refpe£t 
to  the  Rajah  of  Bhopaul,  he  was  left  out  of  the  treaty  bv  his  own 
exprefs  defire,  and  for  very  forcible  reafons  afligned  by  himfelf. 
But  here  I  tread  on  tender  ground  :  I  am  unwilling  to  fay  more, 
till  the  Right  Hon.  Gentleman  tells  us  what  Rajahs  were  facri- 
ficed  by  Mr.  Anderfon's  treaty.  An  Hon.  Gentleman,  earlv 
in  the  debate,  pronounced  a  very  (Irong  panygyric  upon  the 
Right  Hon.  Gentleman  over  the  way ;  but  I  wifh  he  had  ftated 
for  what  acts  he  would  receive  his  reward  from  pofterity.  Will 
it  be  for  the  violent  and  opprobrious  epithets  he  has  beftowed 
uniformly  upon  Mr.  Haftings,  whom  he  has  often  mentioned 
as  a  delinquent,  fometimes  as  a  trembling  and  fore  one  ? — But 
,  I  ought  not  to  be  afFeded  by  them.  Permit  me.  Sir,  if  it  is  not 
Vol.  I.  '  Z  intrg- 
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introducing  extraneous  matter,  to  fay,  that  ftrong  and  violent 
as  his  language  has  been,  when  fpeaking  of  Mr.  Haftings,  it 
it  was  equally  pointed,  equally  violent  formerly,  when  addrefTed 
to  the  Noble  Lord  in  the  Blue  Ribbon,  now  his  Noble  Friend. 
He  has  pledged  himfelf  to  impeach  Mr.  Haftings  ;  he  did  pledge 
hirnfelf  formerly  to  impeach  the  Noble  Lord — nay,  his  impeach- 
ment was  much  further  advanced ;  for,  as  I  have  heard,  he  de- 
clared it  was  in  his  pocket. — I  have  read  much  of  the  proceed- 
ings of  Parliament  before  I  arrived  in  England,  and  have  at- 
tended them  too  clofely  ever  fmce  to  be  furprized  at  incon- 
fiftencies.  I  bow  with  implicit  fubmiflion  to  the  prefent  mode 
^  of  proceeding  j  though,  as  a  Brother  Officer  of  mine  obferved, 
it  differs  from  a  Court-Martial,  where  the  charge  comes  firft, 
and  the  evidence  after.  But  I  am  fure  it  will  be  allowed,  that 
it  is  attended  with  one  difadvantage  to  Mr.  Haftings. — It  fub- 
jefls  him  to  a  load  of  calumny  and  abufe,  and  for  years  he  has 
been  fubjeded  to  calumny  and  abufe,  without  an  opportunity  of 
exculpating  himfelf;  but  as  vague  and  unfupported  charges  are 
made  ufe  of  as  engines  againft  him,  and  have  been,  I  have  furely 
a  right  to  bring  prefumptive  proof  of  his  innocence.  I  can 
fafely  and  truly  declare,  that  in  no  one  inftance,  at  no  one  pe- 
riod, have  I  atSled  like  a  man  who  has  a  bad  caufe  to  fupport, 
nor  have  I  ever  fought  protection  for  Mr.  Haftings  from  any 
Adminiftration. — When  I  arrived  in  England,  the  Noble  Lord 
,  in  the  Blue  Ribbon  was  the  Minifter.— He  gave  to  Mr.  Haft- 
Ino-s,  at  that  time,  a  certain  degree  of  confidence  and  fupport, 
tor  very  good  reafons  ;  becaufe  he  conceived  him  to  pofTefs  vi- 
gour and  abilities,  and  to  pofiefs  the  confidence  of  his  confti- 
tuents.  Mr.  Haftings,  as  was  his  duty  under  a  parliamentary 
appointment,  communicated  to  the  Noble  Lord  regularly  all 
the  political  tranfadions  of  his  government ;  and  when  he  pro- 
pofed  his  re-appointment  three  feveral  times  to  Parliament,  the 
Noble  Lord  well  knew  every  fubje£l  that  has  been  mentioned  ia 
this  Houfe,  and  particularly  the  rife  and  progrefs  of  the  Mah- 
tatta  war,  and  the  demand  made  upon  Cheyt  Sing  to  contribute 

his 
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his  proportion  to  the  general  v/ar. — When  the  Adminiflration 
was  changed,  and  a  Noble  Marquis,  now  deceafed,  became  the 
Minifter,  very  different  ideas  were  entertained  of  Mr.  Haftings, 
and  his  recall  was  voted  in  this  Houfe. — I  will  not  now  go  upon 
that  fubjedl;  but  is  there  a  Gentleman  who  hears  me  now, 
who  will  not  allowj  that  if  the  Proprietors  had  not  refiiced  that 
vote,  involved  as  we  were  with  all  Europe  and  all  India,  our 
empire  in  India  would  have  been  loft  t — For  that  a61:,  Sir, 
the  Proprietors  defcrve  the  thanks  of  their  country ;  but  if  Mr. 
Haftings's  particular  friends  had  had  a  doubt  of  the  purity  of 
his  characSler,  would  they  have  provoked  Adminiftration  by  fuch 
un  oppofition  ?— ^The  next  Minifter,  the  Marquis  of  Lanfdown, 
has  been  defcribed  as  the  friend  of  Mr.  Haftings  ;  but  that  that 
Noble  Lord  laboured  to  effeil:  his  removal,  though  foiled  in  the 
attempt  by  the  Proprietors  at  large,  againft  the  opinion  of  thir- 
teen of  their  Direilors,  is  moft  certain.  On  the  next  change, 
when  the  Right  Hon.  Gentleman  came  into  office,  Mr.  Haftings 
had  nothing  favourable  to  expetl ;  but  I  appeal  to  the  Right  Hon. 
Gentleman,whether  any  attempt  was  made  to  induce  him  to  fhow 
any  indulgence  to  him  ;  and  when  the  India  Bill  was  brought  in, 
would  the  friends  of  Mr.  Haftings  pledge  themfelves  to  remain 
neuter  ?  If  they  had  done  fo,  Sir,  would  not  Mr.  Haftings  have 
been  perfectly  fecure  from  the  promifed  impeachment? — The 
prefent  proceedings  are  of  a  very  extraordinary  kind — Mr.  Haft- 
ings is  not  yet  charged  with  any  crime ;  but  for  years  he  has 
been  treated,  by  one  dcfcription  of  men,  as  a  notorious  delin- 
quent. Under  thefe  circumftances,  it  can  hardly  be  expeilcd 
that  I  fhould  be  precluded,  by  the  plea  of  a  confidence  which  I 
never  fought,  from  ftating  fuch  facts  as  appear  to  me  moft 
likely  to  fet  the  conduifl  of  his  profecutors  in  a  true  point 
of  view." 

Mr.  Fox  immediately  rofe  and  faid,  that  on  a  fubjedt  which  Mr.  Fox.  , 
immediately  concerned  his  honour  and  chara(£l:er,  he  would  not 
hefitafe  a  moment  to  offer  himfelf  again  to  the  Houfe.     He 
would  firft  premife,  that  at  no  period  could  be  declare  that 

Z  2  offers 


340  PARLIAMENTARY        [March  3. 

offers  were  made  to  him,  either  by  Mr.  Huftings  or  his  agents, 
in  order  to  bring  about  an  accommodation.  For  if  there  had, 
he  would  inftantly  have  treated  them  with  the  moft  abfolute  and 
marked  refufal.  At  the  fame  time  he  would  alTert,  upon  his 
honour,  that  no  propofal  whatever  was  made  to  Mr.  Haftings 
or  his  friends,  with  either  his  knowledge  or  his  concurrence ; 
and  he  was  alfo  certain,  that  no  fuch  propofal  ever  came  from 
any  of  his  colleagues.  So  that  whoever  made,  or  even  hinted 
at  fuch  an  offer  as  coming  from  him,  did  it  without  the  fmalleft 
Ihadow  of  authority.  Indeed  it  frequently  happened,  that  in 
confultations  which  he  had  with  his  friends  on  the  fubjedt  of  his 
India  Bill,  it  had  often  been  intimated  to  him,  that  it  would  be 
better  to  drop  all  proceedings  againfl  Mr.  Haftings,  as  being  a 
powerful  enemy ;  but  he  would  never  liften  to  any  advances  of 
this  kind.  Nay,  fo  far  was  this  from  being  underftood  an  au- 
thoritative offer  by  the  Hon.  Gentleman  (Major  Scott)  himfelf, 
if  any  offer  had  been  made,  that  he  objefted  to  him  in  that 
Houfe,  that  he  made  the  complaints  againft  Mr.  Haftings  the 
principal  ground  and  excufe  for  the  provifions  of  his  Bill.  If 
fo,  then  how  abfurd  would  it  be  to  require,  or  even  to  accept 
his  fupport  of  it. 

MajoiScott.  Major  Scctt  ftill  infiftcd,  that  the  propofal  had  been  made  to 
him  ;  but  as  the  Gentleman  from  whom  it  came  was  not  now 
prefent,  he  would  wave  all  further  explanations  till  he  faw  him 
in  his  place. 

After  this  the  Houfe  divided  on  Mr.  Burke's  motion,  when 
the  numbers  were. 

Ayes     /^4  Noes     87  Majority     43 

Mr.  Burke.  Mr.  Burke  then  put  fome  other  motions,  which  produced  a 
debate  of  fome  length,  on  topics  nearly  fimilar  to  thofe  already 
mentioned.  The  refult  was,  that  fome  of  tliem  were  paffgd, 
and  others  negatived  vi'ithout  a  divifion.  After  which  the 
Houfe  adjourned  to  Monday. 
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Monday^  Mcirch  6. 
Bridge    across    the    Menai. 
Mr.  Lewis  brought  in  the  Bill  for  building  a  bridge  acrofs  Mr.  Lewis. 
Menai   Strait,  from   Carnarvonfhire   to  the  Ifle  of  Anglefea, 
which  was  read  a  firft  time,  and  ordered  to  be  read  a  fecond 
time.     On  the  Motion  being  put,  that  this  Bill  be  read  a  fecond 
time  that  day  fortnight, 

Mr.  Parry  rofe  and  faid,  he  had  been  inftrufted  by  his  con-  Mr.  Parry, 
flituents,  who  meant  to  oppofe  the  Bill,  to  defire  that  fufficient 
time  might  be  allowed  them  to  fend  up  witnefTes,  which  they 
wifhed  to  have  examined  againft  the  Bill ;  he  fhould,  therefore, 
move,  by  way  of  amendment,  to  leave  out  the  words  "  .  this  day 
fortnight,"  and  infert  the  words  this  day  month.'* 

Mr.  Z)ra/^(?,jun.  defired  the  Houfe  to  underfland,  that  they  Mr.  Drake, 
were  called  upon  to  vote  for  deferring  the  prefervation  of  human 
lives,  for  fuch  in  fail  was  poftponing  the  pafling  fuch  a  Bill  as 
the  prefent.  Mr.  Drake  reminded  the  Houfe,  that  no  longer 
ilnce  than  the  5th  of  December,  fixty  or  feventy  people  were  loft 
in  crofEng  the  Menai.  The  account  of  that  fatal  accident  muft 
have  harrowed  up  the  feelings  of  every  Gentleman  prefent ;  and 
he  hoped  it  would  ftimulate  their  humanity  to  difplay  itfelf  iix 
giving  all  poflible  efficacy  and  expedition  to  the  paffing  of  a  Bill, 
that  had  fo  laudable  an  obje6l  for  its  purpofe. 

Mr.  Burton,  and  one  or  two  other  Gentlemen,  fpoke  on  the-Mr.Burton. 
fubje6l,  when  the  Houfe  proceeded  to  divide  j  but  after  the  gal- 
lery was  cleared,  it  was  given  up,  and  the  Bill  is  to  be  read  a 
fecond  time  next  Tuefday  fevennight. 

S  H  O  P      T  A  X. 

The  Order  of  the  Day  forgoing  into  a  Committee  of  Supply 
having  been  read,  Mr.  M.  A.  Taylor  took  the  Chair,  when  the 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  rofe,  and  moved  as  modifications  of  Mr.W.I'ltt. 
the  A£l  impofing  certain  duties,  to  the  following  purport  on 
retail  {hops. 

Z  3  The 
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The  ASi  in  the  laft  Seffions  not  to  take  cognizance  of  any 
duties,  except  the  duty  on  houfes  of  30 1.  and  upwards  : 

The  new  Acl  to  be  as  follows  :  from  5L  to  10 1.  4d. — -froni 
lol.  to  15].  8d. — from  15I.  to2ol.  lo. — from  20I.  to  25I. 
I  s.  3  d. — i^rom  25  1.  to  30  i.    i  s.  q  d. 

?.Ir.  LeMe-      Mr. /Alderman  £^  3/^//^nVr  begged,   as  the  two  Refolutions 

furier.  .  '- " 

were  perfedlly  new  to  the  public,  that  the  Kight  Hon.  Gentle- 
man would  not  call  upon  the  Committee  to  vote  them  imme- 
diately, but  let  them  lie  upon  the  table  a  day  or  two,  in  order 
that  the  metropolis  might  have  time  to  know  what  they  were, 
and  how  the  tax  would  be  lightened  by  them.  The  Aldermart 
faid  further,  that  he  feared  the  two  Refolutions  would  afford  but 
little  fatisfaclion  to  the  (hopkeepers  of  the  metropolis,  on  whon^ 
the  weight  of  the  tax  chiefly  refted.  The  alteration  of  the 
quantum  of  tax  to  be  paid  for  all  houfes  rented  at  20 1.  25 1.  and 
?ol.  could  not  be  any  alleviation  to  the  majority  of  the  (hop- 
keepers  of  London,  Wellminfter,  and  Southwarkj  becaufe,  in 
very  few  of  the  flrects  of  the  metropolis,  and  more  fo  efpecially 
in  that  part  of  it  called  Southv\?ark,  did  the  fhopkeepers  refide 
in  houfes  fo  low  rented  as  from  20 1.  to  30 1.  He  declared,  he 
U'as  not  one  of  thofe  to  grudge  another  his  good  fortune,  merely 
becaufe  he  had  not  the  happinefs  to  be  equally  fortunate  ;  and, 
therefore  he  was  not  forry  that  the  country  fhopkeepers  were  to 
be  materially  alleviated,  as  they  muft  neceffarily  be,  in  confe- 
quence  of  the  modification  the  Right  Hon.  the  Chancellor  of 
the  Exchequer  had  jult  propofed  ;  but  he  might  be  permitted  to 
remark,  that  the  modifications  in  queftion,  U'cre  an  additional 
proof  of  the  partiality  of  the  tax.  wi,th  refped'  to  the  town  fhop- 
keepers. 

Mr.JoUiffe.      Mr.  JoiUffe  faid  a  few  words  upon  the  principle  of  the  tax^ 
after  which  the  two  Refolutions  were  carried. 

Ordnance    Estimates. 
TheEflimates  of  the  Ordnance  having  been  referred  to  the 
Committee  of  Supply, 

Captain 
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Captain  James  Luttlrell  opened  the  Ordnance  Eftimates  as  Capit.  James 
ufual.  llz  ftated  in  particular,  tliat  this  year  there  had  been  no 
debt,  nor  no  unprovided  fervices  ;  a  circumftances  unparalleled 
he  believed  at  any  prior  period.  Pic  defcanted  fomewhat  on  the 
oeconomy  of  the  Board,  and  on  their  having  ib  far  enforced  their 
plan  of  proceeding,  that  the  Houfe  was  nov^^  called  upon  for 
nothing  but  what  appeared  in  the  Eftimates.  He  contluded 
with  moving,  that  a  fum  not  exceeding  250,000!.  be  voted  for 
the  expence  of  the  Ordnance  for  land  fervice  for  the  year  1786, 
meaning  to  apply  the  50,000!.  in  hand  to  the  fame  ufe. 

A  Member,  whofe  name  we  know  not,  rofe  and  ftated,  that 
as  the  intended  fyftem  of  fortification  for  the  defence  of  the 
dock-yards  was  put  an  end  to,  fomethmg  ought  to  be  done  to- 
wards quieting  the  claims  of  thofe  perfons,  whofe  lands  and 
houfes  had  been  taken  from  them  to  make  room  for  the  fortifi-  ' 
cations,  and  who  had  not  as  yet  been  able  to  receive  the  value, 
the  rent,  or  any  fort  of  return. 

Mr.  JoUiffe  adverted  to  the  vote  of  the  28th  ult.  in  refpedl  Mrjoiliffc. 
to  the  propofed  fyftem  of  fortifying  the  dock-yards,  and  faid  a 
h\v  words  that  we  did  not  diftin£tly  hear. 

Mr.  Holdfworth  faid,  in  having  given  his  vote  againft  the  Mr.  HoUf- 
fyftem  that  had  been  propofed,  he  did  not  mean  that  it  fhould 
be  imagined  his  opinion  was,  that  no  fortifications  were  necef- 
fary.  He  only  meant  to  vote  againft  the  propofed  fyftem,  or 
any  other  that  went  upon  the  idea,  that  the  whole  of  our  navy 
might  be  out  of  port  at  one  time  ;  an  idea  which  he  could  not 
fubfcribe  to  as  very  likely  to  happen.  Mr.  Holdfworth  faid  far- 
ther, that  he  had  taken  the  trouble  to  examine  the  prefentEfti- 
mate,  and  compare  it  with  the  Ordnance  Eftimate  at  the  com- 
mencement of  the  laft  peace ;  he  wifhed,  therefore,  to  afk  the  Hon. 
Gentleman  oppofite  to  him  two  or  three  queftions,  and  he  really 
fliould  afk  them  with  no  other  view  than  a  defire  to  obtain  in- 
formation. The  amount  of  the  Ordnance  Eftimates  altogether, 
was  much  larger  this  year  than  in  the  year  to  which  he  referred. 
He  wifhed  to  know  the  reafon.     Tlie  corps  of  Engineers,  and 
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the  Royal  Regiment  of  Artillery,  were  alfo  confiderably  increaf- 
ed  in  numbers,  and   confequently  in  expence.     He  fhould  be 
glad  to  hear  v.'hy  this  was  (o  ?    Another  queftion  he  wanted  in- 
formation upon  was,  whether  the  expence  of  Invalids  v/as  in- 
cluded in  the  charges  for  Engineer  Corps  and  Artillery  ? 
Mr.Luttrell      ]\/[j-,  Lutfreli,  in  reply  ftated,  that  the  Ordnance  Eftimate  for 
the  prefent  year,  when  examined,  would  he  found  to  be  on  the 
average  of  a  number  of  years  about  the  fame  with  the  Eflimates 
of  the  laft  peace.  That  in  facl:,  the  expcaces  of  the  department  of 
the  Ordnance  were  grown  greater  under  Several  heads  than  they 
ufed  to  be  ;  and  that  next  year  there  would  be  greater  charges 
ftill  under  the  head  of  Extraordinaries,     He  explained,  that  this 
jncreafe  was  unavoidable.     With  regard  to  the  corps  of  Engi^ 
neers  he  ftated,  that  great  complaint  had  been  made  at  the  com- 
rnencement  of  the  lad  war  that  there  were  fo  few  Engineers ; 
the  corps,  therefore,  had  been  increafed  greatly  in  number,  and 
confequently  the  expence  incurred  on  that  account  was  larger. 
The  regiment  of  Artillery  alfo  was  increafed  :  he  mentioned 
the  proportion  of  the  increafe  in  numbers  of  both,  and  the  dif- 
ference it  occafioned  in  regard  to  coft.     Mr,  TiUttrell  profefled 
himfelf  ready  to  give  Hon.  Gentlemen  any  explanation,  on  any 
part  of  the  fubje£t  that  they  might  wifli  to  receive. 
Sir  Grey         Sir  Grey  Cooper  faid,  he  rofe  not  to  fpeak  to  the  queftion,  but 
•-°  ^^•*        merely  to  the  form  and  order  of  their  proceedings.  The  motion 
appeared  to  him  to  be  irregular.     The  amount  of  the  Ordnance 
Eftimate  this  year  was  pofitively  300,000!.  therefore,  in  point 
of  form,  the  R.cfolution  fhould  ftate  that  fum,  and  afterwards  in 
the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Mean?,  provifion  might  be  made 
for  the  50,000!.  in  hand,  in  confequence  of  the  fyftem  of  forti- 
fication round  the  dock-yards,  for  which  it  had  been  voted,  hav- 
ing been  advanced. 
Mr.W.ritt.      The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  agreed  v/ith   the  Hon.  Ba- 
ronet, that  the  Motion  was  inaccurate  ;  that  the  whole  aYnount 
of  this  Eftimate  ought  to  be  voted  in  the  Committee  of  Supply, 
^nd  the  50,000 1.  lyi»g  in  the  Exchequer  be  brought  to  accoupt 
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in  the  ComiTftttee  of  Ways  and  Means,  and  there  difpofed  of 
for  the  fervice  of  the  year. — Although  the  Houfe  had  come  to 
no  fpecific  Refolution  on  a  former  night,  when  the  fubjeil  of 
the  fortifications  was  before  them,  declaratory  of  its  fenfe  of  that 
meafure,  the  words  of  his  Motion  having  been  negatived,  and 
thofe  propofed  to  be  fubftituted  in  their  ftead  having  been  with- 
drawn, yet,  as  their  general  opinion  was  eafily  collected  from 
what  had  paffed  in  that  debate,  it  fhould  be  a  law  to  him,  how- 
ever he  might  regret  the  failure  of  a  plan,  which  he  did  moft 
fincerely  think  extremely  beneficial  to  the  public.  He  joined 
in  opinion  with  an  Hon.  Friend  of  his,  that  the  whole  fyftem  of 
fortifications  had  not  been  condemned,  but  that  the  fenfe  of  the 
Houfe  was  only  to  be  underftood  as  being  adverfe  to  fortifica- 
tions to  the  extent  in  v/hich  they  had  been  propofed.  He  was 
perfe6lly  convinced,  that  the  principles  on  which  Gentlemen 
had  argued  and  voted  againft  the  fortifications  were  extremely 
meritorious  and  well  meant ;  nor  did  he  by  any  means  pretend 
to  hold,  that  thofe  v.'ho  oppofed  them  were  bound  to  fuggeft  any 
plan  of  fortification  or  fecurity  for  our  dock-yards  in  room 
of  that  which  they  had  reje6>ed.  It  was  the  duty  of  his  Ma- 
jefly's  Minifters  alone  to  devife  the  means  of  public  defence, 
and  of  Parliament  to  approve  or  condemn — and  if  thofe  means 
appeared  to  Adminiftration  to  be  the  beft  were  rejected,  tney 
were  bound  to  produce  fuch  as  as  they  thought  next  beft.  In 
the  prefent  Eftimate  it  would  be  found,  that  there  were  two 
fums  ftated  for  the  purpofe  of  fortifications,  which,  however, 
part  of  the  general  plan  that  had  already  been  difapproved  by 
Parliament,  he  apprehended  woald  come  within  the  defcription 
of  fuch  parts  of  it,  as  feemed  to  be  excepted  by  fuch  Gentlemen 
as  argued  againft  the  whole.  There  vi^as  a  fum  of  10,000 1. 
for  Fort  Monckton,  and  of  3000 1.  for  completing  the  lines  at 
prefent  fubfifting  for  the  defence  of  the  dock-yard,  which,  from 
being  unfiniftied,  was  nearly  in  the  fame  ftate  as  if  a  fuccefsfal 
attack  had  been  made,  and  a  breach  made  in  it.  If,  therefore, 
it  were  iiot  to  be  completed,  it  would  be  abfolutely  ufelefs  i  and 
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it  would  confequently  be  more  advifeable  to  level  the  whole, 
and  convert  the  materials  to  fome  other  purpofe.  Thefe  lines 
were  calculated  to  protcil  the  dock-yards  from  immediate  de- 
ftru(5iion,  in  cafe  an  enemy  liiould  land  at  the  moft  obvious  and 
pradicable  places  of  landing  at  South  Sea  Caftle,  or  the  place 
where  Fort  Monckton  frcod  ;  and  therefore,  together  with 
that  laR-  mentioned  place,  he  apprehended  the  fenfe  of  every 
Genti;man  was,  that  if  any  part  of  the  plan  ought  to  be 
adopted,  it  was  that  which  ixlated  to  the  compleating  thofe 
two  works. 
Mr.  Fox.  Mr.  Fox  was  extremely  happy  to  hear  the  language  the  Right 
Hon.  Gentleman  had  ufed  on  the  fubje6l  of  rcfponfibility ;  he 
had  very  properly  declared,  that  he  had  no  right  to  demand  from, 
any  Gentleman  that  had  voted  againd  the  fortifications,  a  plan 
to  fupply  the  place  of  that  which  had  been  rcjefted.  It  was, 
however,  a  different  language  from  that  which  he  had  held  up- 
on the  late  debate  on  the  fubje6t.  But  he  fuppofed  the  con- 
duct of  the  'Right  Hon.  Gentleman  on  that  occafion,  proceeded 
from  the  efledls  of  dilappointmcnt.  It  v;as  undoubtedly  the 
duty  of  Minifters  to  furnifli  plans  for  the  public  defence  and 
Icrvice,  and  to  fubmit  them  to  the  judgment  of  that  Houfe, 
who  had  nothing  to  do  but  finiply  to  approve  or  reject — and  in 
cafe  of  the  latter,  Minifters  were  to  fupply  the  place  of  fuch 
plans' as  were  rcjctSled  with  others  lefs  exceptionable.  The  very 
meaning  of  the  word  refponrible  was  a  fufficient  proof,  that  it 
could  not  apply  to  the  whole  Houfe  of  Commons  ;  for  how 
could  they  anfvver  to  a  charge,  which  alone  implied  rcfponfibi- 
lity? Indeed,  from  the  fingular  manner  in  which  the  qucftion 
alluded  to  had  been  determined,  it  would  be  more  eafy  to  fix  the 
refporifibility  of  one  individual  perfon ;  but  he  fhould  be  very 
forry  to  hear  it  contended,  that  the  Speaker  of  the  Houfe,  or 
the  Chairman  of  a  Committee,  iliould  be  held  anfwerable  for 
the  votes  of  that  Houfe.  The  charge  of  three  thoufand  pounds 
for  compleating  the  unfiniflied  work  at  Portfmouth  was  fo 
trifling,  that  he  ftiould  not  think  of  making  any  oppofition  to 
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it ;  but  he  hpped  that  Minifters  would  not  call  upon  the  Houfe 
to  vote  for  It,  without  vouching  that  they  held  it  necefTary  for 
the  defence  of  the  dock-yards. 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  thought  he  ought  to  give  Mr. W.Pitt, 
fome  anfwer  to  the  insinuation  made  by  the  Right  Hon.  Gen- 
tleman. The  Right  Hon.  Gentleman  had  faid,  that  he  ap» 
proved  of  the  language  he  had  held  that  night,  more  than  he 
had  of  that-^vhich  he  ufed  before  on  the  fubjeiSl  of  fortifications  ; 
which,  however,  he  was  ready,  as  he  faid,  to  admit,  proceeded 
from  his  difappointment  at  the  turn  the  queftion  had  taken. 
He  admitted  that  he  v/as  difappointed,  and  feverely  tooj  but  ' 

was  it,  he  aflied,  a  difiippointment  of  a  perfonal  objc6l  ?  Of 
fuch  a  difappointment  only  he  fhould  be  afked  to  fhew  the  ef- 
fects. But  he  was  always  ready  to  avow  the  fenfe  he  (hould 
feel  of  a  difappointment,  in  his  hopes  of  promoting  the  public 
welfare.  He  felt  on  fuch  occafions,  and  he  fliould  always  feel 
for  the  public  only  j  and  he  flattered  himfelf,  that  his  difappoint- 
ment at  the  rcje6lion  of  any  plan  of  his,  would  at  all  times 
proceed  from  the  fame  caufes  that  Ihould  induce  him  to  propofe 
his  plans — his  anxiety  for  the  welfare  of  his  country.  On  fuch 
occafions,  therefore,  he  fliould  give  the  Right  Hon.  Gentleman 
leave  to  make  ufe  of  the  language  he  had  done  ;  but  which  he 
was  alfo  fond  of  ufmg  on  other  occafions,  when  he  was  lefs 
entitled  to  do  fo,  and  on  which  he  fhould  not  meet  with  (o 
ready  an  acquiefcence  on  his  part.  It  was,  however,  rather  fln- 
gular,  that  the  Right  Hon.  Gentleman  fhould  now  approve  of 
his  language  on  this  day,  and  have  difapproved  of  it  before; 
for  it  happened,  that  on  both  days  his  language  had  been  ex- 
afUy  the  fame — that  it  v/as  the  duty  of  his  Majefty's  Miniflers, 
and  of  no  other,  to  contrive  and  produce  proper  plans  for  the 
public  fervicej  and  if  that  Houfe  difapproved  of  fuch  plans, 
then  to  fuggefl  others  in  their  flead  :  and  although  they  were 
not  anfwerable  for  fuch  misfortunes  as  might  arife  from  the  re- 
jection of  their  plans,  yet  they  were  highly  fo  if  they  fhould 
omit  the  means,  whatever   they  might  be,  of  remedying  the 
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evils  that  fhould  refult  from  the  original  plans  being  rejected. 
But  he  imagined  (o  foon  after  the  event  of  the  laft  debate  on 
the  fubje(St  of  fortifications,  it  would  not  be  expe61:ed  that  Mi- 
tiifterS  ftiould  come  forv/ard  at  that  time  with  a  new  fyftem. 
Me  went  over  the  general  grounds  of  laft  Monday's  debate, 
Elid  pointed  out  the  different  objefls  to  which  the  confideration, 
f.rft  of  the  Minifters,  and  afterwards  of  the  Houfe,  ought  to  be 
dire6ted  when  any  new  fyftem  was  to  be  adopted:  as  firft,  whe- 
ther to  fortify  the  landing-places  moft  adjacent  to  the   dock- 
yards, whether  to  fortify  the  dock-yards  themfelves  only,    or 
whether   to  fortify  both  ;  for  as  to  the  fortifying  the  country 
furi'ounding  the  dock-yards,  that  feemed  to  him  to  be  a  part  of 
the  plan,  of  which  chiefly  the  Houfe  had  expreffed  its  difappro- 
bation.     He  concluded  with  faying,  that  he  did  really  imagine 
and  believe,  that  the   two  fervices  to  which  the  Right  Hon. 
Gentleman  had  alluded,  were  elTentially  neceflary  to  the  objeiSl 
for  which  they  were  intended. 
Hi,  Fax.        Mr.  Fox  faid,  he  fhould  ftill  perfifl  in  faying  that  allrefpon- 
fibility  refted  with  Minifters,  and  not  with  that  Houfe ;  but  he 
was  ready  to  admit,  that  the  Right  Hon.  Gentleman  had  put  it 
Very  fairly  in  his  laft  fpeech,  notwithftanding  he  had  chofen  to 
perfift   in  calling  his  language  of  that  day  and  on  the  28th  ulr. 
one  and  the  fame  language.     Mr.  Fox  repeated  his  declaration, 
that  he  would  vote  for  the  prefent  Eftimate  without  exception, 
as  the  fum  afi'^ed  for  fortifications  was  fo  fmall,  and  in  confi- 
dence ;  the  Right  Hon.  Gentleman  having  declared,  that  he 
thought  Fort  Monckton  and  the  other  works  in  general  abfo- 
lutely  necefiiuy. 

This  was  followed  by  a  long  and  defultory  converfation. 

Col.Nortorii  Colonel  Norton  declared,  in  voting  againft  the  extenfive  plan 
of  fortifications  on  the  28th  of  February,  he  meant  no  more 
than  to  fignify  his  objeftion  to  that  particular  plan, 

LeidHood.  Lord  Hood  faid,  he  had  been  niiftated  as  to  what  he  had  faid 
the  other  night ;  he  would  therefore  fay  a  word  or  two  that 
ihould  mak^  the  whole  clear  beyond  a  poflibility  of  mifapprehen- 
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fion.  His  argument  had  not  gone  to  the  idea,  that  the 'whole 
of  our  navy  would  be  out  at  fea  at  one  and  the  fame  time,  but 
merely  to  prove,  that  any  thing  that  tended  to  give  internal  fe- 
curity  at  home,  To  as  to  enable  our  home  fleet  to  be  free  to  aci 
as  the  occafions  of  war  might  require,  was  extremely  eligible, 
and  fit  to  be  adopted.  He  would  elucidate  what  he  meant,  by 
putting  a  cafe  that  fliould  make  his  meaning  obvious  to  his 
Right  Flon.  Colleague,  and  to  every  man  prefent.  If  the  ene~ 
my's  fleet  fliould  come  to  the  mouth  of  the  Channel,  with  a 
view  to  intercept  and  capture  our  merchantmen,  as  they  either 
failed  home  from  the  Eafi:  and  Weft-Indies,  or  on  their  way  to 
both,  would  it  not  be  admitted,  that  we  ought  to  fend  our 
home  fleet  to  fight  there  ?  It  would,  he  imagined,  be  admit- 
ted on  all  hands  that  we  (hould.  Suppofe  then  the  enemy  had 
previoufly  ftationed  a  large  body  of  troops  on  their  coaft,  with  a 
view  to  feize  a  fit  opportunity  of  landing  them  on  our  ifland,  in 
order  to  flrike  fome  efFe^lual  blow,  and  when  our  home  fleet 
came  up  to  the  enemy  they  fhouid  fail  into  the  ocean ;  ought 
we  in  that  cafe  to  follow  them  ?  He  believed  no  body  would 
deny  that  we  ought ;  becaufe  if  we  did  not,  we  immediately 
manifefted  to  all  mankind,  that  this  country  could  only  main= 
tain  a  defenfive  war,  and  every  body  knew  that  a  defenfwe  war 
was  what  this  country  could  never  fupport.  Then  the  cafe  be- 
ing fo  circumfl:anced,  if  our  dock-yards  were  fortified  the 
enemy  would  be  checked  upon  their  invafion,  and  our  homi? 
fleet  might  neverthelefs  be  away.  Under  this  confideration  it 
was,  that  he  had  voted  for  the  propofed  fyftem  of  fortifications 
laft  Monday.  Lord  Hood  fpoke  of  the  opinion  of  the  Land 
and  Naval  Officers,  and  faid,  he  had  no  doubt  but  their  unani- 
mous approbation  of  the  plan  of  fortifications  that  had  been 
fubmitted  to  them,  arofe  from  the  like  confideration. 

Captain  Machride  denied,  that  the  Naval  Officers  had  unani-  Captaij? 
moufly  approved  of  that  plan,     They  had,  he  faid,  been  tricked  ^^'=^"^'* 
into  an  appearance  of  granting  their  approbation  of  what  in 
fa6t  they  did  not  approve.     The  Captain  flated  the  particulars 
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in  Vv'hich  he  thought  himfelf  entitled  to  complain;  and  faid,  the 
Report  was  artfully  drawn,  and  the  provifos  aad  objections  fo 
tranfpofed,  as  to  make  the  Naval  Officers  feem  to  have  changed 
their  opinions.  He  declared  farther,  that  having  all  along  ob- 
jedled  to  the  plan,  when  he  came  to  the  Horfe  Guards,  and  wias 
called  on  to  fign,  he  objedled,  and  faid,  furely  his  name  ought 
not  to  appear  as  approving  the  plan,  when  he  was  told  if  he  did 
not  fign,  it  would  not  appear  that  he  had  been  of  the  Board. 
There  was,  he  faid,  a  part  of  the  plan  that  he  approved  highly, 
and  that  was  the  introducing  a  iluice  of  frefh  Vv^ater  into 
Plymouth  dock-yards,  which  would,  he  fuppofed,  coft  about 
20,oool.  and  it  would  be  highly  ufeful. 

Mr.Baftard,  Mr.  Bajiard  declared,  he  knew  fortifications  of  feme  fort  to 
be  neceflary;  and  whenever  a  proper  plan  was  propofed  that  had 
been  fairly  fubmitted  to  a  Board  of  Naval  and  Military  Officers, 
and  they  really  approved  it,  he  fiiould  vote  for  that  plan,  as 
fatisfaftorily  as  he  had  voted  againft  that  of  the  Noble  Duke  at 
the  head  of  the  Ordnance. 

Mr.  Alder-      Mr.    Alderman  Hammet  pronounced  an  eulogium  on  the 

met.  Duke  of  Richmond,  and  juftified  the  Noble  Duke's  plan,  for 

which,  he  f;iid,  he  had  voted.  That  Noble  Duke,  he  declared, 
was  as  firm  and  zealous  a  friend  to  the  conftitution  as  any  man 
living.  He  had  great  and  fhining  abilities,  and  reflected  luftre 
on  every  cabinet  of  which  he  was  a  m.ember. 

Capt.Lut-  Captain  Luttrell  znfwered  to  fome  other  points  that  had  been 
touched  on,  and  advifed  Captain  Macbride,  who,  he  faid,  had 
lately  turned  orator,  not  to  imitate  the  example  of  chimney- 
fwcepers,  and  the  loweft  of  the  rabble,  in  calling  names,  and 
dealing  out  perfonal  abufe,  v/hen  debating  in  that  Houfe. 
Talking  of  the  Naval  Officers  having  been  tricked  out  of  their 
opinions  by  a  Noble  Duke,  a  friend  of  his,  was  an  infult  to 
their  underftandings. 

Capt.  Mac-  Captain  Macbride  in  reply  faid,  the  Hon.  Gentleman  might 
reft  affured  he  would  not  take  him  for  his  pattern. 

Capt.  Lut-      Captain  Luttrell  faid  a  word  or  two  in  anfwer.   - 

treli. 

8  Mr, 
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Mr.  Dernpjhf  lamented  exceedingly,  that  he  ihould  fee  an  Mr.  Damp- 
Ordnance  Eftimate  amount  to  fo  large  a  llim  in  time  of  peace.  ^' 
He  declared,  he  had  taken  the  trouble  to  examine  the  Ordnance 
Eftimates  voted  for  many  years  paft.  That  from  the  peace  of 
Utrecht  to  the  next  war,  the  amount  had  been  no  more  than 
ninety-one  thoufand  pounds  a  year  j  and  from  the  peace  of  Aix 
la  Chapelle  to  the  Arrierican  war,  diflinguifhed  by  Mr.  Pitt's 
glorious  condu£l  of  it,  the  Eftimate  had  never  arifen  above  one 
hundred  and  ten  thoufand,  or  thereabouts.  He  ftatedalfo  what 
it  had  amounted  to  from  the'  peace  of  Paris,  till  the  laft  moft 
unfortunate  American  war  j  and  then  ftated  the  amount -of  the 
Ordnance  during  the  Duke  of  Marlborough's  wars  in  the  reiga 
of  queen  Anne,  fhewing,  that  the  Eftimate  at  this  day,  a  day 
of  profound  peace,  was  higher  in  amount  than  it  had  been 
during  the  Duke  of  Marlborough's  wars.  He  condemned  the 
voting  2000  additional  feamen  this  year,  and  faid,  we  ought 
to  be  rigidly  ceconomical,  now  we  had  no  enemy  to  cope  with, 
but  the  3  per  cents,  the  4  per  cents,  the  long  annuities,  and 
other  funds.  He  advifed  the  Minifter  to  wage  a  warm  and  vi- 
gorous war  againft  thofe  enemies. 

Captain  Berkeley  adverted  to  what  had  fallen  in  the  debate  on  Captain 
the  fortifications  from  General  Burgoyne,  who  had  faid,  he^'^^^'^y 
would  defend  this  country  by  having  an  Auftrian  army  on  the 
banks  of  the  Rhine.  Captain  Berkeley  faid,  whatever  alli- 
ances we  made,  of  courfe  they  would  contain  ftipulations  ob- 
ligatory upon  us,  in  return  for  the  matters  ftipulated  on  tl\pir 
part  to  perform  in  our  behalf.  He  adverted  to  the  barrier 
treaty,  in  which  the  Dutch  had  engaged  to  build  forts  for  the 
Emperor  ;  and  afked  whether  we  would  build  forts  in  Holland, 
if  we  were  told  it  was  unconftitutional  ?  The  tendency  of  his 
argument  went  to  prove,  that  it  was  more  eafy  to  talk  of  al- 
liances than  to  form  them  ;  and  that  fortifying  our  dock-yards 
weuld  have  enfured  us  fecurity,  without  pledging  us  to  per- 
form fervices  for  allies  that  might  prove  extremefy  inconve- 
nient. 

Mr. 
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Alderman        Mr.   Alderiran  Sawhr'idge  faid,    nc  m?.n  had  entertained  a 
higher  opinion  of  the  ceconomy  of  the  Noble  Duke,  and  of 
his  zeal  to  preferve  the  freedom  of  eIe6lion  j  he  was   forry, 
therefore,  to  be  under  the  neceffity  of  accufing  him  of  grofsly 
wafting    the  public   money,  and  a  dire6l  attempt  to  fubvert 
the  freedom  of  ele<Slion  ;  thefe    charges,    however,  he   would 
undertake  to  prove.    Mr.  Sawbridge  then  ftated,  that  there  were 
certain  veflels  belonging  to  Queenborough,  that  were  employ- 
ed by  the  Ordnance  in  carrying  ftores.     That  thefe  veflels  coft 
Government  a  great  deal  annually,  full  1500I.  a  year  ;  and  that 
during  Lord  Townlhend's  prefiding  at  the  Board  of  Ordnance, 
a  fcheme  was  proje6led  to  employ  three  hoys   inftead  of  thefe 
veflTels,  by  which   an  amazing  faving' would  be  eftecled.     In 
fadl,  the  whole  expence  would  be  reduced  to  600I.     That  the 
plan  was  ordered  to  be  adopted  when  the  late  Miniftry  were 
'   difmifl'ed,  but  that  the  Noble  Duke  had  continued  the  veflels 
ever  fince.     This,  he  faid,  gave  the  Board  of  Ordnance  an 
election  influence  at  Queenborough,   infomuch,  that  laft  elec- 
tion one  candidate  declared,  he  had  beenfent  dov/n  by  the  Navy 
Board,  while  another  faid,  he  came  down  from  the  Board  of 
Ordnance.      In  corroboration  of   thefe   facls,    the  Alderman 
read  a  letter,  ftating  them  circumftantially  from  a  morning  pa- 
per of  Monday  fortnight,  which,  he  faid,  was  written  by  a 
friend  of  his. 
Capt.  Lut-      Captain  Lutlrell  anfwered  by  ftating,  that  the  fafl:s  contained 
^^  '  in  the  letter  printed  were  true  in  part,  but  it  did  not  tell  the  whole 

of  the  ftory.  It  was  true,  that  Captain  Dickfon  had  reported 
to  Lord  Townfhend,  that  the  public  would  reap  advantage  from 
carrying  ftores  by  three  hoys,  inftead  of  by  the  four  veflTels  call- 
ed the  Townfhend,  the  Conway,  the  Ligonier,  and  the  Fre- 
derick ;  but  he  had  omitted  to  report  what  they  would  fell  for, 
and  what  the  three  hoys  would  coft.  That  had,  however,  been 
done  flnce  j  and  it  appeared  the  four  old  vefi'els  might  be  worth 
350I.  apiece,  but  the  hoys  would  coft  1 150I.  each  :  for  this  lea- 
Ibn  the  projed  had  been  abandoned.  With  regard  to  the  elec- 
tion 
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tion  influence,  that  flood  exactly  the  famCj  whether  the  hoys  or 
the  vefTels  had  been  adopted^  as  the  men  were  to  have  been 
the  fame  as  thofe  already  employed*  Mr.  Luttrell  called  on 
Mr;  Courtenay  to  confirm  the  fadts  he  had  flated. 

Mr.  Courtenay  (md)  he  confidered  the  amount  of  the  Ord- ^'■•Courtc* 
nance  Eftimate  as  fo  trifling  a  confideration,  weighed  againft 
the  late  greater  queftion  of  the  fortifications,  that  he  meant 
aiot  to  have  fpoken  in  the  debate  had  he  not  been  called  upon. 
He  then  explained  the  whole  bufinefs  of  the  Queenborough 
vefTcls,  dating)  that  Captain  Dickfon  was  a  naval  engineer, 
bred  up  under  Lord  Howe,  and  perfedly  competent  to  decide 
refpedling  the  hoys.  Had  Lord  Townfhend  continued  in  of- 
fice, he  faid,  the  hoys  would  certainly  have  been  adopted,  to 
the  faring  of  3000I.  a  year*  He  ridiculed  the  Noble  Duke's 
ceconomy,  and  faidj  when  he  firft  entered  that  Houfe,  he  came 
in  loaded  with  farthing  fand  bags,  and  could  fcarcely  totter  un- 
der their  weight  to  the  table,  though  fupported  by  a  pair  of  the 
beft  beech  crutches  all  Suflex  could  produce.  His  neconomy 
that  year  was  wonderful;  after  retrenching  in  every  minute 
particular,  the  Noble  Duke  had  faved  the  nation  full  fourteen 
■pounds^,  nine  JhilUngs,  and  five  pence  farthing.  Mr.  Courtenay 
mentioned  the  new  addition  to  the  Ordnance  Office  in  Old 
Palace-yard,  as  an  inftance  of  one  work  of  public  expence  not 
put  into  the  Eftlmates  5  and  as  a  proof  that  Captain  Luttrell's 
boaft,  that  the  Eftlmates  contained  the  whole  of  the  expendi- 
ture, was  unfounded.  Mr.  Courtenay  was  extremely  witty 
and  entertaining  on  the  expectation  the  late  Ordnance  Board 
had  cherKhed,  of  their  being  firmly  eftabliihed  in  ofiSce  juft  on 
the  eve  of  their  being  difmlfled. 

Captain  Luttrell  in  reply  faid,  the  ereiSiIon  of  the  new  build-  Capjt.  Lur- 
ing lx\  queftion,  came  under  the  head  of  repairs  ftated  by  the 
Tower  department,  and   that  all  buildings  had  done  under  the 
fame  head  in  Lord  Townft\end's  time. 

Mr.  Steele  faid,  he  recolleited  that  a  charge  of  having  writ-  Mr.  S.eele* 
ten  a  letter  to  a  Noble  Duke  at  the  time  at  the  head   of  the 
.,,   Vol.  L  A  a  Admi- 
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Adminiftration,  complaining  of  his  Grace's  not  having  turned 
out  two  Cuftom-houfe  officers,  who  had  voted  againft  the  Hon. 
Magiftrate  on  fome  eleftion,  had  been  a  few  years  fince  handed 
about ;  it  was  not  therefore  to  be  wondered  at,  that  an  attempt 
ihould  have  been  made  to  impeach  the  Noble  Duke's  known 
regard  for  the  freedom  of  election,  when  even  the  Hon.  Alder- 
man's zeal  for  the  fame  fpecies  of  freedom  had  not  efcaped 
calumny.  Mr.  Steele  anfwered  a  part  of  Mr.  Dempfter's 
fpeech. 

Mr.  Alder-      Mr.  Sawbr'idge  reminded  the  Houfe,  that  he  had  offered  to 

bridge.  "  P^ove  the  fadts  that  he  had  ftated.  Let  the  Hon.  Gentleman, 
faid  he,  do  the  fame.  One  thing,  however,  he  would  fay  in 
reply,  he  never  had  the  honour  to  write  a  letter  to  any  Noble 
Duke  in  the  whole  courfe  of  his  life. 

Mr.  Sloper.  Mr.  Sloper  faid,  the  Committee  were  going  to  vote,  without 
knowing  what  they  were  about  to  vote.  The  io,oool.  for  re- 
pairing Fort  Monckton,  and  the  3000I.  for  the  works  at  Portf- 
mouth,  were  both  of  them  parts  of  the  fyftem,  the  greater  part 
of  which  the  Houfe  had  decided  (hould  not  take  place.  The 
Noble  Duke  had  affumed  credit  for  ceconomy  in  the  office 
over  which  he  prefided  j  was  the  prefent  Eftimate  an  inftance 
of  it  ? 

Mr.  Powys.  Mr.  Poivys  faid,  he  had  almoft  been  of  opinion,  that  no 
Gentleman  fiiould  fpeak  on  the  fubje6l  who  was  unprepared, 
either  with  a  charge  againft  the  Noble  Duke,  or  a  panegyric 
upon  him.  He  meant  to  deal  in  neither,  but  merely  to  afk  a 
queftion  or  two.  Mr.  Powys  then  aflced,  what  fortifications 
were  meant  to  be  carried  on  ?  The  old  upon  the  large  fcale,^ 
the  r^ew  ones  according  to  part  of  the  Noble  Duke's  plan,  or 
the  old  ones  finifhed  on  a  reduced  plan  ? 

Mr.W.Pitt.  The  Cha-iicellor  of  the  Exchequer  faid  the  latter ;  but  Wx. 
Fozvys  anJ  fon.e  other  Gentlemen  objecting  to  voting  the 
lC,oool.  for  Fort  Monckton,  and  3000I.  for  the  works  atPortf- 
mouth,  as  they  were  parts  of  32,000!.  and  20jOOol.  till  the 
queftion  cf  fortification  was  finally  fettled, 

The 
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The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  rofe  again,  and  accurately  Mr.w.Pht. 
defined,  that  the  plan  rejedied  by  the  Houfe  confifted  of  three 
different  plans  combined  ;  and  fince  the  Adminiftration  would 
liot  be  permitted  to  have  the  whole  of  the  plan,  they  (hould  try 
to  have  as  much  of  it  as  the  Houfe,  by  whofe  opinion  they 
were  glad  to  be  guided,  were  willing  to  adopt:  but  as  it  cer- 
tainly would  make  the  prefent  vote  ftand  more  diflind;  and 
clear,  if  the  two  articles  of  Fort  Monckton  and  the  works  at 
Portfmouth  were  taken  out  of  the  Eftimate,  he  would  confent 
to  withdraw  them,  and  fo  reduce  the  fum  to  be  then  voted,  by 
taking  ofF  13000I. 

This  was  confented  to  with  great  {atisfa£tion  ;  and  afterwards 
an  argument  arofe  between  Mr.  Sheridan,  Mr.  Steele,  Mr. 
Grenville,  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  and  Mr.  Fox, 
Captain  Macbride  and  Captian  Luttrell,  upon  various  inciden- 
tal matters.     At  length  the  Eftimate  reduced  was  voted. 

East  India  Papers. 

Mr.  Burke  moved  that  queftion  for  papers  relative  to  Delhi, ?vfr.  Burke* 
that  the  order  of  the  day  had  been  moved  upon  lad  Friday. 

Mr.  Dundas  faid,  he  would  not  mifpend  the  time  of  the  Mr.Dundas. 
Houfe  fo  much,  as  to  go  again  over  thofe  reafons  that  he  had 
on  Friday  laft  fo  amply  dated  in  the  detail,  that  induced  him  to 
refufe  his  confent  to  thofe  motions,  \vhich,  if  carried,  would 
reveal  fecrets  that  policy  required  fliould  be  concealed.  The 
motion  was  one  of  that  defcription,  and  therefore  he  muft  ob~ 
jeft  to  it. 

Mr.  Sheridan  complained  of  that  manner  of  refufing  mate-  Mr.  Sherl- 
rial  papers,  without  ftating  any  particular  fpecific  reafon  for  ^"* 
fuch  refufal :  but  what  he  principally  rofe  for,  Mr.  Sheridan 
faid,  had  been  in  order  to  give  the  Houfe  an  explanation  of 
that  charge,  or  rather  infinuation,  refpe6ling  him,  that  an  Hon. 
Gentleman  oppofite  to  him  had  thrown  out.  The  Committee 
would  recolledl,  that  when  he  heard  of  the  matter  on  Friday 
evening,   he   had   acSlcd  in  the  manner  which  he  hoped  they 

A  a  2  WCUI4 
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would  think  moft  proper  for  him  to  adopt  under  the  circum- 
ftances  of  the  cafe  as  they  then  flood.  He  had  fince  that  had 
an  interview  with  the  perfon  with  whom  he  had  talked  upon 
the  fubjedl,  and  who  indeed  he  had  commiflioned  to  go  to  the 
Hon.  Gentleman  oppofite  to  him,  who,  he  did  not  doubt, 
would  do  him  the  juftice  fully  to  explain  to  the  Houfe  when 
he  fat  down,  that  he  had  been  miftaken  in  his  fadl,  having  been 
fatisfied  by  the  Gentleman  in  queftion  that  he  was  fo.  In  or- 
der to  make  the  Houfe  more  clearly  underftand  what  he  meant, 
it  would  be  neceflary  for  him  to  ftate  a  little  of  fome  opinions 
he  had  ever  referved  in  his  own  mind,  and  did  not  intend  to 
have  ftated,  had  not  this  bufinefs  made  it  neceflaryt  With  re- 
gard to  India  affairs,  he  had  thought  there  were  but  two  lines 
of  condu6l  to  be  purfued  after  thofe  flrong  and  emphatic  Refo- 
lutions  of  the  28th  of  May,  1782,  had  been  voted.  The  one 
was  to  recall  Mr.  Haflings  immediately  by  the  flrong  arm  of 
Parliament,  and  punifli  him  exemplarily ;  the  other  to  bring  in 
an  India  Bill,  in  which,  on  grounds  of  expediency,  on  account 
of  the  times  not  bearing  fo  flrong  a  meafure,  and  the  difference 
of  opinion  refpe6ling  it,  no  retrofpe6l  fhould  be  had,  but  all 
the  claufes  fhould  look  to  the  future.  So  thinking,  when  the 
India  Bill  of  his  Right  Hon.  Friend  was  preparing,  the  latter 
meafure  appeared  to  him  mofl  expedient  to  be  followed,  more 
efpecially  as  the  time  for  calling  home  Mr.  Haflings  by  A61  of 
Parliament  was,  in  his  mind,  gone  by  ;  and  therefore  he  had 
fent  a  friend  to  the  Hon.  Gentleman  oppofite  to  him,  to  know 
whether  Mr.  Maftings  would  come  home  if  recalled.  In  the 
courfe  of  the  converfatiou  that  he  had  with  his  friend,  the  in- 
tended India  Bill  was  certainly  mentioned,  but  merely  as  a 
matter  of  converfatiou,  and  not  as  a  propofition  to  the  Hon, 
Gentleman.  This,  he  had  happinefs  to  fay,  was  the  true  ftate 
of  the  cafe,  as  the  Gentleman  in  quedion  had  afTured  both  him 
and  the  Hi^n.  Gentleman  oppofite  him,  and  that  there  had  not 
been  the  moil  diftant  idea  of  bartering  with  Mr.  Hailings  for 
his  fupport  of  the  India  Bill. 

Major 
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Major  Scott  perfeaiy  admitted,  that  the  Gentleman  he  had  ^^^JorScott. 
feen  originally  on  the  bufincfs,  had  confirmed,  fince  Friday  laft, 
every  fyllable  the  Hon.  Gentleman  had  uttered,  and  he  begged 
leave  to  thank  him  for  fo  fair  a  ftatement  of  the  tranfadlion. 
He  only  differed  from  him  in  one  particular,  and  that  was  this ; 
he  had  alvi^ays  conceived  that  the  converfation  about  Mr.  Fox's 
India  Bill  had  been  the  principal,  and  the  queftion  as  to  vi'hether 
Mr.  Haftings  would  come,  or  would  ere£l  the  ftandard  of  re- 
bellion in  India,  the  accejfory  point  and  caufe  of  the  meffage  to 
him.  Moft  certainly  the  Gentleman  with  whom  he  had  con- 
verfed  had  afiured  him  it  was  not,  and  he  was  bound  to  think 
fo  now.  But  he  would  ftate  to  the  Houfe,  why  it  was  natural 
for  him  to  have  thought  fo  at  the  time,  and  the  matters  had 
very  ftrongly  imprefled  his  mind  in  that  way  ever  fmce.  In 
the  firft  place,  he  had  no  powers  from  Mr.  Haftings  to  treat  of 
his  refignation ;  and  he  had  ftated  as  much  at  the  India  Houfe 
three  years  ago,  by  reading  a  part  of  Mr.  Haftings's  inftruc- 
tions  to  him,  which  he  would  likewife  read  to  the  Houfe.  The 
Major  then  read  an  extradl  from  his  inftruilions.  As  a  farther 
proof  that  fuch  had  been  the  impreffion  he  had  received,  he 
read  from  the  Morning  Chronicle  of  ycfterday  the  paragraphs 
and  anfwers  that  had  appeared  in  it  on  the  fubjedl  in  1783,  and 
very  candidly  faid,  they  had  no  right  to  fuppofe  they  came  from 
Mr.  Sheridan*,  but  they  certainly  came  from  fomewhcre  ;  they 

did 

*  The  following  are  the  paragraphs  alluded  to  by  the  Honourabl* 
Member. 

Morning  Chronicle,  Nov,  22,  1783.  "  Mr.  Fox,  in  his  fpeech  on  Tuef- 
day,  declared,  in  refpeft  to  Mr.  Haftings,  that  his  Bill  was  not  meant  to 
have  any  retrofpcSl;  that  it  depended  entirely  on  the  friends  of  the  Gover- 
nor General,  whether  what  was  paft  fhould  be  buried  in  oHitnon,  or  the 
iijhoU  of  Mr.  Hadings's  condutl  fhould  be  expofed  to  the  fevereft  parlia- 
mentary animadverfion.  Should  the  _/r/f-7ii  of  Mr.  HaOings  throw  ob- 
ftruftions  in  the  way  of  a  parliamentary  reform,  this,  in  addition  to  tliclr 
unparalleled  enormities,  would  unqucllionably  juftify  a  Bill  of  Attainder  in 
the  evidence  already  in  the  poffelTion  of  the  Houfe.     Let  not  Mr.  Haflings's 

A  a  3  friends 


35X  .  PARLIAMENTARY        [March  6, 

did  not  fall  down  from  heaven  on  the  compofitor's  letter  cafe  ; 
and  as  they  ran  in  the  fame  ftyle  with  Mr.  Fox's  fpeech  on 
opening  his  India  Bill,  they  certainly  catrie  from  fome  friend  of 

that 

friends  deceive  themfelves,  by  expefling  that  thofe  men  who,  from  JaBioui 
'views,  were  predetermined  to  oppofe  every  plan  for  reforming  the  abufes  of 
the  Company,  will  fupport  ihem  afterwards  in  procuring  impunity  to  Mr. 
HaRings ;  they  ought  to  recollefl,  that  the  late  Lord  Ad-z>ocate  is  the  perfon, 
who  not  only  moved  the  fevereft  cenfure  againft  Mr.  Haftings,  but  alfo 
carried  through  a  vote  for  his  recall.  The  temper,  the  conneSions,  the 
influence  of  Mr.  Dundas  over  his  friend  Mr.  Pitt,  and  the  reft  of  the  lead- 
ing charafters  of  oppofition,  are  too  notorious  to  efcape  the  obfervations 
of  the  mod  inattentive." 

Morning  CkronicU,  Nu-v.  34,  1783.  "  A  paragraph  of  a  very  extraordir 
nary  nature  having  appeared  in  this  paper  on  Saturday,  with  a  view  of  inti- 
jnidating  the  agent  of  Mr.  Haftings  and  his  friends,  Major  Scott  conceives 
himfelf  called  upon  by  the  duty  he  owes  to  his  principal  and  to  his  coun- 
try (in  which  he  has  an  hereditary  flake,  and  is  therefore  as  much  entitled 
as  any  Englilhinan  can  be)  to  give  his  fentiments  upon  the  moft  pernicious 
fcheme  that  was  ever  brought  forward  to  the  public  view.  Mr.  Haftings 
and  his  friends  equally  dcfpife  threats  and  promifes.  Will  the  public  fup- 
pofe,  or  can  Mr.  Haftings's  friends  be  fo  weak,  that  men  who  have  purfiie4 
Mr.  Haflings  with  a  degree  of  inveteiacy  and  malice  which  is  unparalleled 
in  the  annals  of  this  country,  now  wifli  to  flop  ftiort  out  of  tendernefs  to 
that  Gentleman?  Mr.  Fox  knows  perfectly  well,  that  neither  Mr.  Haft- 
ings nor  his  friends  arc  afluatcd  by  faftious  views.  He  knows  alfo,  that: 
they  fear  no  retrcfpeB,  and  wijh  for  no  obli'vion.  And  he  not  only  know^ 
but  feejs,  that  the  puritv  of  Mr.  Haftings's  characler,  and  the  integrity  ol 
his  conduct,  have  placed  him  beyond  the  reach  of  malice.  Mr.  HaftingI 
has  faid  boldly  and  openly,  '  If  I  am  a  violator  of  public  faith,  do  not' 
cenfure  me,  punifh  me  with  death.'  His  friends  in  England  fay  the  fame- 
and  they  afture  Mr.  Fox,  or  his  friend,  who  has  thrown  out  the  threat  cf  a 
Bill  of  Attainder,  that  they  will  meet  it  with  the  fame  readinefs,  and  oppofe 
it  with  the  fame  firmnefs,  as  they  have  done  the  threat  of  delinquency,  and  the 
fallacious  Reports  of  the  Seleft  Committee.  Major  Scott  muft  be  the  moft 
infamous  man  indeed,  if  he  could  be  induced  by  any  confideration  upon 
parth  to  facrifice  the  cauie  of  the  Eaft-India  Company,  after  that  Company 
have  fo  honourably  fupported  the  Governor  General  againft  every  attempt 
to  resiiove  him.     With  jefpefl  tp  Mr,  Dundas,  the  p«blic  will  be  pleafed 
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that  Gentleman.  The  Major  added  a  variety  of  obfervatlons, 
to  account  for  his  having  been  fo  long  under  the  impreflion  that 
he  had  thus  erroneoufly  given  wzy  to. 

Mr. 

to  recolle£l,  that  he  dlfavowed  every  idea  of  delinquency  in  Mr.  Haftings. 
He  never  wzs  pledged  to  God,  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  and  the  nation,  to 
remove  Mr.  Haftings  on  any  other  ground  than  that  of  expediency/;  and  he 
argued  for  the  expediency  thus:  The  Mahrattas  will  not  make  peace  with 
Mr.  Haftings,  becaufe  he  has  forfeited  their  confidence.  The  refult  has 
proved  that  Mr.  Dundas  was  miftaken." 

Morning  Chronicle,  Nov.  26,  1783.  "  The  correfpondent  who  fent  the 
paragraph  relative  to  Mr.  Haftings  to  the  Morning  Chronicle  of  Saturday, 
cannot  but  cxprefs  the  utmoft  aftoniftmient  at  the  defperate  effrontery  of 
that  Gentleman's  agents.  After  Mr.  Haftings  had  been  convitled,  in  the 
only  way  it  was  pofTible  to  convift  him,  of  the  raoft  JIagitious  delinquency; 
when  it  is  on  the  records  of  Parliament,  and  admitted  by  himfclf  and  his 
agents,  that  he  received  a  bribe  of  100, cool,  without  deigning  to  alTign  a 
motive  for  his  acceptance  of  it;  to  have  extirpated  a  whole  people,  ^ho 
liad  never  given  him  any  caufe  of  offence,  for  a  fum  money;  when  his 
ruinous  contrafts,  extortions,  and  monopolies  are  confeffed  by  his  warmeft 
friends — is  the  ambajfador  of  fuch  a  man  to  be  fuffered  to  brave  the  public 
jufticc,  and  to  tell  the  nation,  that  Mr,  Hajlings  laughs  at  'the  impotent  'veU' 
gcance  of  the  BritiJIi  Parliament  /" 

Mcrning  Chronicle,  Nov.  27,  1783.  "  Major  Scott  is  exceedingly  un- 
willing to  draw  the  attention  of  the  public  from  the  great  objeft  now  before 
them,  by  intruding  upon  their  notice  anv  matters  which  could  only  affe£l 
Mr.  Haftings  perfonally,  becaufe  that  Gentleman's  hour  of  trial  /mijl  come, 
and  then  the  nation  will  be  able  to  judge  liow  far  he  has  deferved  the  treat- 
ment he  has  met  with  fince  the  aad  of  March,  178a.  The  writer  of  a  pa- 
ragraph in  yeflerday's  paper  has,  however,  jumbled  together  lo  many 
charges,  that  a  fliort  reply  is  abfolutely  neceffary." 

"  Mr.  Haftings  has  never  been  convifted  of  Jlagitious  delinquency.  It  is 
rwt  admitted  by  Mr.  Haftings  or  his  agents,  that  he  received  a  bribe  of 
loOjOool.  without  afligning  his  reafons.  His  letters  to  the  Court  of  J")i- 
reQors  are  full  proof  of  the  contrary.  Mr.  Haftings  did  not  extirpate  a 
nation..  The  Rohilla  war,  here  alluded  to,  has  been  fully  explained.  Mr. 
Haftings  has  not  given  away  ruinous  contrails,  or  cftabiiftied  monopolies, 
nor  has  he  been  guilty  of  extortion.  Major  Scott's  letters  to  Mr,  Burke, 
Jjave  fully  deteiled  the  falfc  flatements  contained  in  the  ninth  Report  of 

A  9  4  Seiea 
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Mr.  Sheri-  Mr.  Sheridan  rofe  once  or  twice  to  correft  Major  Scott,  and 
to  beg  that  he  would  let  the  Houfe  know,  that  it  had  been  their 
mutual  friend,  and  not  he  (M.  S.)  that  had  fet  him  right  as 
to  the  real  purport  and  end  of  the  mefTage, 

Mr.  Foif.  Mr.  Fox  cxpreffed  great  fatisfaiStion  that  the  matter  had  been 
fo  well  cleared  up,  and  repeated  what  he  had  thrown  out  on 
Friday,  the  inftant  he  heard  the  infinuation  made;  afluring  the 
fioufe,  that  he  never  had  entertained  a  thought  of  compromifing 
with  Mr.  Haftlngs,  as  the  fpeech  he  had  made,  on  opening  his 
Jndia  Bill,  had  fufficiently  proved.  It  was  likewife  clear,  that 
he  had  been  concerned  in  no  treaty  of  the  kind  in  queftion,  or  . 
it  would  have  been  natural  for  him  to  have  waited  to  have 
learned  how  the  treaty  went  on  before  he  opened  his  Bill.  Mr, 
Fox  made  a  great  many  pertinent  remarks,  till  at  length  he  was 
reminded  from  the  Chair,  that  the  queftion  had  no  reference  to 
the  fpecies  of  argument  he  was  ufmg.  Mr.  Fox  admitted  the 
propriety  of  the  correction,  and  proceeded  to  fpeak  to  the  quef* 
tion,  which  he  fupported  in  a  mafterly  ftyle.  He  began  that 
part  of  his  fpeech  with  defiring,  that  two  of  theRefolutlons  oi 
the  28th  of  May  1782,  might  be  read;  and  on  thofe  Reib-. 
lutions,  and  the  letters  of  Major  Brou-n  from  Pelhi,  he  ground- 
ed moft  of  his  arguments  to  fliow,  that  the  papers  were  abfo- 
lutely  necefiary,  as  they  proved  that  Mr,  Kaftings  had  acted  in 
diredt  defiance  of  the  Refolutipns  of  that  Koufe. 
Mr.W.Pitt,  The  Chancellor  qflhe  Exchequer^  in  a  reply  of  fome  length,  re-r 
fufed  to  comply  with  the  Motion,  as  tending  to  afFcil  the  policy 
of  India,  by  opening  the  fecrets  of  negotiations  in  that  country, 

Seleft  Committee,  Major  ScQtt  neither  vifhes  to  brave,  nor  to  fly  from 
public  jufiice,  though  he  rrjeBed  the  offer  of  an  A^i  of  Obliii on  for  his  prin- 
cipal, pro'vi4ed  he  would  remain  filent  during  the  prejcnt  attack  npcn  the  Eafl-- 
iiidia  Company.  If  it  were  neceffary  to  go  now  into  the  fubjeft,  one  fliort 
fentence  from  the  ninth  Report  of  the  Selcfl;  Committee  would  prove,  thqt 
JMr.  Haflings,  lb  far  from  being  convifted,  is  not  yet  charged  with  delin- 
quency ;  for  the  fublime  Reporter  fays,  page  33,  "  The  Reports  of 
ypur  Committee  aie  nv  charges,  though  they  may  poflibly  £uinlih  matter  for 
sfiarge^^' 

which 
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which  the  peace  and  tranquillity  of  Hindoftan  rendered  abfo- 
lutely  necefiary  (hould  remain  undivulged.  Major  Brown's  let- 
ter, the  Chancellor  treated  as  the  unauthenticated  efFufion  of  a 
chimerical  projector,  that  might  neither  deferve  the  credit  of 
the  Houfe,  nor  afFed  the  chara£ler  of  Mr,  Haftings. 

Lord  North  moft  ably  argued  upon  the  anfwer  of  the  Chan-  Lord  North; 
cellor  of  the  Exchequer,  treating,  with  great  force  of  ridicule, 
the  fuggeftion  that  Mr.  Brown  was  a  wild  chimerical  proje(5lor, 
wholly  unauthorized  in  his  proceedings  by  Mr.  Haftings. 

Mr.  Burke  fpoke  long,  and  with  his  wonted  degree  of  anima-  ^'^'  I^w^e. 
tion ;  at  the  fame  time  he  read  part  of  Major  Brown's  letter 
from  Delhi,  and  of  Mr.  Haftings's  letter  from  Lucknow,  as  a 
part  of  his  fpeech  :  and  declared,  if  the  infmuatlon  of  an  Hon. 
Gentleman  had  been  true,  and  he  had  been  deferted  by  his  Hon, 
Friend,  and  by  all  mankind,  the  great  caufe  he  was  engaged  in 
fhould  not  have  been  abandoned,  but,  even  ftanding  alone,  he 
would  have  proceeded. 

Mr.  Fanjittart  and  Mr.  Dimdas  each  made  (hort  fpeeches.       Mr,  Van- 

At  ten  minutes  before  Twelve  the  Houfe  divided  on  theij^^j!*    , 

iylr.Dundasv 

Qucftion, 

Ayes     34.  Noes     88 

A  Motion  was  made,  as  foon  as  the  Houfe  was  refumed,  for 
copies  of  three  letters,  two  from  Major  Brown  at  Delhi,  and 
one  from  Mr.  Haftings  at  Lucknow,  which  Mr,  Fox  rofe  tOMr.  Fox» 
prefs  for  with  feme  warmth.  He  faid,  if  the  papers  ftated  In 
the  Queftion  were  refufed,  there  v/as  an  end  of  afking  for  pa- 
pers, however  material  to  the  profecution  thofe  papers  might 
be,  and  however  free  from  any  imputation  of  being  dangerous 
or  likely  to  affect  the  policy  of  India,  He  could  not  believe 
however,  that  his  Majefty's  MiniPcer  would  go  the  length  of  re- 
fuftng  the  three  letters  in  queftion  ;  if  he  did,  \vhat  a  fhamcful 
fa£l  would  it  not  eftablifn  ?  Would  it  not  then  appear  in  broad 
and  ftriking  colours,  that  a  Right  Hon.  Gentleman  had  per- 
fuaded  that  Houfe  to  vote  a  number  of  ftrong  Refclutions,  not 
one  of  which  he  meant  they  ihould  ever  give  force  and  efficacy 

to?     - 
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to  ?  Of  the  papers  now  called  for,  the  Houfe  could  already 
pretty  well  judge  the  tendency,  fince  in  the  preceding  debate 
they  had  heard  the  moft  material  pafTages  read  and  argued  on. 
They  muft,  therefore,  be  aware,  that  no  harm  whatever  could 
arife  from  producing  them  and  making  them  public  :  he  and  his 
friends  had  duplicates  of  them  already  in  their  pofTeflion,  and 
were  perkSily  mailers  of  their  contents  ;  in  refufing  to  let  them 
formally  be  laid  upon  the  table,  the  other  fide  of  the  Houfe 
would  ftand  without  excufe.  Mr.  Fox  contended  for  fome 
time,  that  it  was  in  his  mind  impofiible  that  they  fliould  do  fo ; 
if  they  did,  and  pleaded,  that  their  granting  the  papers  would 
afFe<St  the  policy  of  India,  he  muft  declare,  that  ever  fince  he  had 
fat  in  Parliament,  he  never  had  witnefl^ed  fo  difgraceful  a  con- 
<lu6t :  his  comfort,  however,  would  be,  that  however  the  Mi- 
nifter  might  v/ithftand  every  individual  Motion  for  papers,  and 
prevent  any  thing  like  evidence  from  being  obtained  ;  however 
he  might  rely  on  the  power  of  his  majorities  in  that  Houfe, 
there  was  another  tribunal,  to  which  he  muft  go  for  trial,  the 
tribunal  of  the  public,  who  would  judge  for  themfelves :  and 
however  the  Right  Hon.  Gentleman  might  reft  fatisfied  in 
afligning  as  a  reafon  for  rejefting  his  Right  Hon.  Friend's  Mo- 
tions, that,  if  granted,  they  would  affed  the  policy  of  India,  a 
reafon  too  general  to  be  combated,  and  which,  if  admitted  as  a 
fufficicnt  juftification  for  refufal  in  every  cafe,  would  amount  to 
a  direiSl  vefting  of  Minifters  with  the  power  of  protecting  every 
delinquent,  ^however  criminal,  and  of  quafhing  every  enquiry 
and  every  accufation,  however  founded,  at  a  fingle  ftroke.  The 
Right  Hon.  Gentleman  might  reft  aflured,  that  though  that 
Houfe  would  be  content,  the  honour  of  the  nation  would  not 
be  fatisfied  ;  nor  would  the  people  be  pleafed  at  feeing  their  Re- 
prefentatives  ^Cl  in  a  manner  lb  difgraceful  to  themfelves,  and 
fo  foreign  to  the  purpofcs  of  fubftantial  juftice.  Mr.  Fox  added 
3  great  variety  of  warm  and  pointed  animadverfions,  all  tend- 
ing to  enforce  the  reproaches  which  he  declared  the  Houfe 
wcuir'  ■■-■  '^-rvedly  draw  down  upon  itfqlf,  if  the  other  fide  per-< 

fiftcd 
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fifted  in  refufing  papers  and  (hutting  out  evidence.  In  the 
courfe  of  his  fpeech  he  exclaimed,  what  a  precious  farce  is  daily 
aaing  within  thefe  walls  !  We  fee  the  friends  of  Mr.  Haftings 
affe£ling  to  be  eager  that  every  paper  called  for  fhould  be  grant- 
ed ;  we  fee  the  King's  Minifters  rifing  to  declare,  that  every 
thing  that  can  properly  be  granted  fhall  not  be  refufed  ;  we  fee 
other  Gentlemen,  who  call  themfelves  independent  men,  faying, 
by  all  means  let  the  Houfe  know  the  whole,  and  be  put  into 
pofleffion  of  every  neceflary  fpecies  of  information  ;  and  yet  we 
fee  the  fame  men  all  of  them  dividing  together,  to  enforce  a  ne- 
gative to  a  Motion  for  fuch  information  ;  and  we  fee  them  help- 
ing each  other  out  with  hints  and  whifpers  during  the  debate, 
and  pointing  to  matters  appofite  to  the  argument  on  their  fide 
the  queftion,  in  like  manner  as  my  Hon.  Friend  and  I  would 
affift  each  other,  when  we  are  maintaining  the  fame  point  and 
arguing  for  the  fame  purpofe. 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  faid,  he  fliould  fay  but  few  Mr. W.Pitt, 
words  in  reply,  and  he  hoped  he  fliould  not  be  thought  lefs  right 
in  prefuming  to  withftand  the  prefent  Motion,  if  he  did  not  fol- 
low the  Right  Hon.  Gentleman's  example,  and  make  a  fpeech 
full  of  angry  words,  delivered  with  all  the  vehemence  of  paf- 
fionate  expreiHon.  Notwithftanding  what  the  Right  Hon. 
Gentleman  had  thrown  out  by  way  of  threat,  no  menaces  fliould 
intimidate  him,  or  induce  him  to  quit  that  line  of  condu61:, 
which  he  felt  it  to  be  his  duty  to  purfue.  The  prefent  Motion 
he  fliould  rcjeft,  and  he  trufled  the  majority  of  the  Houfe  would 
fupport  him  in  that  reje£tion,  when  he  informed  them,  that  it 
w^as  neither  more  nor  lefs  than  the  fame  Motion  as  the  Houfe 
had  juft  decided  againft:  admitting,  only  put  into  another  fiiape. 
The  Right  Hon.  Gentleman,  he  faid,  had  mifreprefcnted  his 
arguments  ;  he  had  not  nakedly  ftated,  that  the  reafon  of  his  re- 
fufmg  his  confent  to  the  Motion  juft  negatived  was,  bccaufe 
the  papers  then  moved  for  would,  if  agreed  to,  aflecl  the  gene- 
ral policy  of  India,  but  becaufe  they  would  materially  affedt  the 
policy  of  India,  by  leading  to  difcover  and  make  public  certain 

fecjrets 
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fecrets  In  the  difFerent  negociations  that  had  been  carried  on, 
the  difcovery  of  which  would  tend  to  difturb  the  peace  and 
tranquillity  of  that  country,  and  lead  to  confequences  that  might 
be  highly  injurious  to  the  Britifh  interefts  in  India.  For  the 
fame  reafon,  he  muft  refufe  his  aflent  to  the  prefent  Motion, 
and  for  the  fame  reafon  he  fliould  continue  to  refufe  his  aflent 
to  any  other  that  Ihould  appear  to  him  liable  to  produce  a  fimi- 
jar  eft'e<3:.  Nor  would  the  Right  Hon.  Gentleman's  ufmg  ex- 
preflions  infulting  to  any  individual  near  him,  or,  what  was  ftill 
iefs  defenfible,  infulting  to  the  majority  of  that  Houfe,  operate 
upon  his  mind  in  the  leaft.  He  fuppofed  the  glow  of  eloquence 
that  they  had  juft  heard,  was  to  be  accounted  for  by  the  Right 
Hon.  Gentleman's  having  warmed  himfelf  with  the  conception 
©f  it  in  the  lobby,  and  being  determined,  that  a  few  happy 
thoughts  and  ardent  expreffions  fhould  not  be  loft  upon  the 
Houfe :  if  fo,  the  Right  Hon,  Gentleman  had  fulfilled  his  de- 
fign,  whether  to  the  fatisfa6tion  of  thofe  who  heard  him,  much 
Iefs  to  their  conviction,  the  Houfe  would  decide  by  their  vote, 
■which  he  trufted  would  go  in  fupport  of  the  vote  they  had  juft 
given ;  and  that  the  Motion  before  them  would,  like  the  pre- 
ceding one,  of  which  in  point  of  tendency  and  effeil,  it  was  the 
exa<3:  counterpart,  receive  an  exprefs  negative.  Mr.  Pitt  faid, 
he  had  before  been,  together  with  the  Right  Hon.  Gentleman, 
to  the  tribunal  he  talked  of,  and  he  was  ready  to  meet  him  there 
again.  He  complained  of  Gentlemen's  reading  papers  as  a  part 
of  their  fpeechcs,  which  were  papers  produced  before  a  Secret 
Committee,  God  knew  of  whom  obtained,  but  obtained  from 
thofe  who  had  betmyed  their  truft  ;  fuch  a  pradice  cut  up  all 
the  principles  of  political  fecrccy  by  the  roots. 

Mr.  Shell-       Mr.  Sheridan  and  other  Gentlemen  fpoke  afterwards,  and  the 

**°*  queftion  was  loft  without  a  divifton. 


Tuefday^ 
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Tuefday^  March  7. 
Convicts. 

Mr.  Bajiard  rofe  in  his  place,  and  after  a  few  words  of  in-  Mr.Baiarf. 
trodu6lion,  ftating  the  importance  of  the  fubjedl  he  meant  to 
call  the  attention  of  the  Houfe  to,  as  foon  as  the  proper  papers 
were  before  them,  moved, 

"  That  there  be  laid  before  this  Houfe  an  account  of  the 
money  paid  by  the  public,  for  and  in  refpe6l  of  convi£iion  of 
felons,  from  1775,  to  the  ift  of  January  J  785."     And  alfo 

*'  An  account  of  perfons  convidted  of  offences,  and  the  ex- 
pences  they  had  coft  Government  before  and  after  conviifHon, 
in  the  fame  period.*' 

Mr.  Rolle  feconded  thefe  Motions,  and  the  fir  ft  was  handed  Mr.Rdk, 
to  the  Speaker,  put,  and  carried. 

When  the  fecond  was  read  from  the  Chair,  the  Amriuy  Gi-  Mir„  P.  At- 
neral  rofe,  and  begged  to  know,  if  the  Hon.  Gentleman  meant 
what  the  Motion  exprefled  ?  That  was,  whether  he  wifhed  fa 
have  the  account  extended  fo  far  as  the  Motion  went ;  becaule 
it  appeared  to  him,  not  likely  to  anfwer  the  end  that  he  imagined 
the  Hon.  Gentleman  had  in  view,  viz.  to  afcertain  the  charge 
the  nation  had  been  at  in  difpofing  of  convidls. 

Mr.  Bajiard  and  Mr.  Rolle  both  prefled  to  have  the  Motion  Mr.^aSaira, 
carried  as  it  was  worded,  fmce  without  fuch  accounts,  the  ob- 
]tdis  they  had  to  bring  forward  before  the  Houfe  could  not  be 
attained. 

T)\Q  Chancellor  ef  the  Exchequer  xo(c  to  declare,  that  he  was  Mr.W,?l££, 
ferry  to  fay  the  fame  difficulty  ftill  remained  in  the  way  of  the 
hufinefs,  that  had  prevented  its  having  been  decided  upon  fooner, 
viz.'  the  not  having  been  able  to  determine  on  the  fitteft  place 
to  tranfport  the  convicts  to.  It  was  at  prefent,  and  had  been 
for  fome  time  under  the  confideration  of  Govern inent :  he  feared 
it  would  be  attended  with  confiderable  expence  to  the  public; 
but  the  Houfe  might  reft  aflured,  as  much  attention  as  poffible 
(houid  be  paid  to  itj  Government  being  equally  anxious  v/ith 
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the  moft  zealous  Member  of  Parliament  who  had  turned  his 
thought  to  the  fubjed,  to  bring  the  matter  to  a  point,  and  fettle 
it  conclufively. 
Mr.  Main-  Mr.  Mahnvaring  faid,  he  was  extremely  ferry  to  find  that  no- 
wanng.  jj^jj^g  \^^^  yg^  been  done,  as  he  was  in  hopes,  by  this  time,  the 
matter  would  have  been  fettled.  It  was  of  much  more  confe- 
quence  than  might  be  imagined ;  and  the  Magiftrates  in  gene- 
ral, who  faw  and  felt  the  inconvenience  arifing  from  their  not 
being  able  to  put  the  fentence  of  tranfportation  into  execution, 
were  extremely  anxious  that  fome  means  of  their  doing  fo 
fliould  be  provided  as  foon  as  poffible.  He  begged  the  Houfe 
to  recolle£l,  the  number  of  convids  now  in  prifon  who  had  not 
been  convicted  of  tranfportable  offences,  but  whom  the  Judges 
had  thought  unfafe  perfons  to  be  left  at  large.  There  were  full 
four  hundred  of  thefe  fort  of  conviils,  and  of  convicts  fentenced 
to  tranfportation,  at  this  time  in  the  jails  of  the  metropolis,  and 
confequently  there  muft  be  a  vaft  many  more  in  the  country 
jails  throughout  the  kingdom.  Now  as  the  time  of  the  fentence 
of  thofe  fentenced  to  tranfportation  went  on  from  the  day  of 
their  receiving  judgment,  it  ought  to  be  remembered,  that  in  a 
few  years  all  thefe  defperate  and  hardened  thieves  would  be  let 
loofe  on  the  public  :  if,  therefore,  fome  means  of  fending  them 
away  were  not  found,  the  town  and  its  neighbourhood  would 
lie  at  their  mercy. 
Alc!erman  ^^'  Alderman  Watfm  faid,  he  had  lately  been  in  the  habits 
"Watfon.  ofvifiting  the  jail  of  Newgate;  and  he  could  declare  from  ex- 
perience, that  there  was  the  utmoft  necefiity  for  fome  meafures 
being  foon  taken  for  the  carrying  the  fentence  of  tranfportation 
into  execution.  The  greatcft  part  of  the  felons  that  were  from 
day  to  day  committed,  had  been  on  board  the  hulks  in  the  river, 
where  they  had  been  fent  for  petty  offences,  and  had  come  out 
complete  thieves.  He  was  glad  to  find  the  Hon.  Gentlemen 
oppofite  to  him  had  taken  up  the  confideration,  and  as  foon  as 
it  was  in  a  proper  ftate  of  progrefs,  they  might  depend  on  re- 
ceiving every  affiftance  in  his  power. 

Sinking 


A.  1786.]  DEBATES.  367 

Sinking     Fund. 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  rofe,  in  purfuance  of  the  no-  Mr.W.PItc 
tice  he  had  given,  to  introduce  the  fubjedl  of  the  propofed  Sink- 
ing Fund.  He  had,  for  the  prefent,  he  faid,  only  a  preliminary 
matter  to  move,  which  would  be  a  means  of  bringing  thebufi- 
nefs  in  a  more  clear  and  methodical  manner  before  the  Houfe. 
There  had  been  feveral  papers  laid  upon  the  table,  ftating  the 
amount  both  of  the  expenditure  and  of  the  revenue  j  but  he  ap- 
prehended, that  the  Houfe  would  not  be  fo  competent  to  exa- 
mine and  digeft  them  as  a  Committee  would  be :  he  fhould 
therefore  move  to  appoint  a  Select  Committee  of  nine  Members 
to  report  upon  them,  and  that  Committee  he  fhould  propofe 
to  be  chofen  by  ballot  on  the  next  [this  day.]  He  accord- 
ingly moved, 

"  That  the  feveral  accounts,  and  other  papers  prefented  this 
Seffion,  relating  to  the  public  income  and  expenditure,  be  re- 
ferred to  the  confideration  of  a  Select  Committee  ;  and  that  the 
faid  Committee  be  diredled  to  examine  and  report  to  the  Houfe, 
"what  may  be  expected  to  be  the  annual  amount  of  the  income 
and  expenditure  in  future." 

Mr.  Fox  faid,  he  fhould  certainly  have  no  objection  to  the  Mr.  Fox, 
meafure  propofed  by  the  Right  Hon.  Gentleman,  as  it  was  eX:- 
a£tly  of  a  fimilar  nature  to  one  he  had  himfelf  moved  for  in  the 
laft  Seffions;  at  v/hich  time  the  Right  Hon.  Gentleman  had  ob- 
jedted  to  it,  on  the  grounds  of  its  putting  his  office  of  Chancel- 
lor of  the  Exchequer  into  commiffion.  He  did,  in  truth,  highly 
approve  of  the  general  idea,  but  he  thought  a  Committee  of 
nine  rather  a  fmaller  Committee  than  it  was  ufual  to  appoint 
on  fuch  occafions. 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  reminded  the  Houfe,  that  the  Mr.W.PItt. 
Motion  made  in  the  laft  Seffion  by  the  Right  Hon.  Gentleman, 
was  in  itfelf  widely  different,  and  attended  with   different  cir- 
cumftances  from  the  prefent.     On  his  ftating  at  that  time  the 
neceffity  there  was  for  deferring  the  eftablifhment  of  a  Sinking 
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Fund  until  another  Seffions,  the  Right  Hon.  Gentleman  had 
moved  for  the  appointment  of  a  Committee,  to  enquire  what 
amount  of  new  taxes  would  be  neceflary  towards  creating  a  fuf-^ 
ficient  furplus  for  a  Sinking  Fund  ;  this  would  certainly  have 
been  exerciiing  the  fun6lions  of  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exche- 
quer, v/hofc  bufinefs  it  was  to  provide  new  rcfources :  but  the 
Committee,  by  his  prefent  Motion,  were  only  to  form  a  judg- 
ment of  the  revenue  as  it  now  exifted,  but  not  to  devife  means 
to  add  to,  appropriate,  or  improve  it. 

The  Motion  for  a  ballot  this  day  was  carried. 
East-India  Bill. 
Mr.Francis.  Mr.  Francis  began  a  very  able,  perfpicuouSj  and  mafterly 
fpeech,  with  confefling  his  thorough  conviction  of  the  difficulty 
of  the  tafk  he  had  undertaken,  arifing  from  the  weaknefs  of  his 
own  powers,  compared  with  the  ftrength  of  thofe  of  the  Right 
Hon.  Gentleman  oppofite  to  him  ;  but  on  a  great  public  occa- 
fion  like  that,  he  might  perhaps  be  permitted  to  appeal  to  the 
Right  Hon.  Gentleman  againft  himfelf.  Before  he  proceeded 
to  ftate  the  main  objecl  of  his  motion,  he  would  clear  his  ground, 
by  removing  out  of  his  way  fuch  matters  as  were  in  thcmfelves 
external  to  the  motion,  and  which  neverthelefs  bore  fuch  rela- 
tion to  it,  as  made  it  right  for  him  to  take  fome  notice  of  them  ; 
and  firft,  as  to  the  time  and  circumftances  in  which  he  defired 
their  attention.  The  a6t  had  now  been  in  exiftence  nearly  two 
years,  and  they  had  all  heard  of  the  impreffion  that  it  had  made 
in  India.  Meetings  had  been  held  there,  and  petitions  were 
thence  to  be  expected.  Sufpicions  might  therefore  go  forth, 
that  he  meant  to  avail  himfelf  of  that  circumftance,  or  that  he 
was  guilty  of  fome  unfairnefs  in  refpeCl  to  thofe  petitioners. 
He,  however,  fliould  a6l  independently  of  either ;  his  objec- 
tions to  the  Bill  that  Houfe  knew  had  been  conftant  and  uni- 
form ;  they  were  not  by  any  means  conne(3:ed  with  the  recep- 
tion of  the  Bill  in  India.  The  only  reafon,  Mr.  Francis  faid, 
why  he  had  not  moved  refpc6ting  it  fooner,  was  the  want  of  a 
iit  opportunity.     In  the  laft  feffions  the  Houfe  had  been  fo  much 

engaged 

6 


A.  1786.]  DEBATES.  369 

engaged  with  the  bufinefs  of  the  Irifii  Propofstions,  that  he  flood 
but  httle  chance  of  fuccefsfully  calling  off  their  attention  to 
another,  and  a  different,  though  not  lefs  important  objc£l. 
The  motion,  therefore,  that  he  ftiould  take  the  liberty  to  maice, 
was  to  be  confidered  as  wholly  independent  of  the  reception  of 
the  Bill  in  India  :  indeed,  had  its  reception  been  exactly  the  re* 
verfe  of  what  it  was  known  to  have  been,  he  fhould  have  made 
the  fame  motion,  and  that  not  merely  for  the  fake  of  the 
Britifh  fubjecls  in  India,  but  for  their  own  :  for  furely  it  was  a 
matter  of  deep  and  interefting  import  to  every  lover  of  the  con- 
ftitution,  whether  fuch  a  law  was  fuffcred  to  continue  in  force 
or  not.  He  fhould,  neverthelefs,  be  forry  to  injure  the  peti- 
tioners, though  he  was  as  much  '\n  earneft  as  they  were.  But 
he  had  another  objedl  to  confider,  independently  of  thofe  he  felt 
in  common  v/ith  the  petitioners,  and  that  v/as  the  dignity  of 
Parliament.  He  appealed  to  nothing  but  its  juftice,  and  wifh- 
ed  that  Parliament  might  appear  to  a£l  and  to  proceed  on  its 
own  motion,  and  its  own  motion  folely.  He  appealed  to  the 
candour  of  the  Houfe,  to  fhield  him  againfl  any  infinuations 
that  might  be  caff  upon  his  motives  for  taking  the  part  he  v/as 
then  ailing.  Sinifler  motives  he  had  none  ;  his  motives  were 
public ;  he  had  often  avowed  them  ;  the  Houfe,  therefore,  had 
them  already  in  their  poffeffion.  Nothing  done  at  this  time  in 
England  could,  he  faid,  affe6l  the  impreffion  that  had  been 
made  a  year  ago  in  India;  and  he  who  denounced  mifchief  v/as 
not  the  author  of  it ; — to  forefee  was  not  to  create  ; — the  pre- 
diclion  was  not  the  caufe  of  the  event ;  to  fay  that  it  was,  was 
to  confound  effecls  and  caufes.  The  facls  were  notorious, 
and  if  they  involved  a  prediclion,  it  was  the  prediction  of 
experience. 

After  having  mr.de  thcfe  preliminary  obf>;rvations,  and  laid 
dov/n  certain  pofitions  as  undeniable  data  to  ground  his  argu- 
ments upon,  Mr.  Francis  proceeded  to  take  a  general  view^  of 
the  principles,  countenance,  and  vultus  or  volition  of  the  lav/ 
as  it  ffood  at  prefcnt.     Details,  he  faid,  were  unneceffary,  as 
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they  muft  ftand  or  fall  with  the  principles  to  which  they  belong- 
ed ;  he  would,  therefore,  avoid  detail  as  much  as  poflible.     The 
adl  naturally  branched  itfclf  into  three  diftin£l  divifions  or  parts ; 
iff,  The  government  of  the  Company's  affairs  at  home  ;  2d, 
The  government  of  their  affairs  abroad  ;   3d,  The  new  Judi- 
cature to  try  delinquents  for  extortion  and  other  mifdemeanors 
committed  in  India.     It  was,  he  faid,  a  fa£l  not  to  be  difputed, 
that  the  power  of  the  Dire6lors  had  been  defeiStive  j  hence  the 
conflant  complaint  had  been,  that  the  executive  government  at 
home,   was   not  ftrong  enough  to  govern  the  fervants  abroad  ; 
and  the  profeffed  objcifl:  of  every  Bill  offered  to  Parliament,  had 
been  to  ftrengthen  the  executive  government,  by  giving  new 
powers,  and  removing  Impediments.      How  did  the  exifting 
law  provide  to  remedy  thefe  defe6ts,  to  remove  the  caufe  of  the 
complaint,  or   to  fupply  the   one  and  cure  the  other  ?     In  a 
manner  totally  inconfiftent  with  all  rational  principles  !    The 
part  of  the  Bill  that  concerned   the   government  abroad,  was 
equally  againft  all  rational    principle  and  againft  experience  ; 
and  the  new  Judicature  was  both  a  dangerous  and  anufelefs  in- 
novation.    In  the  firft  part  of  the  Bill  the  interference  of  the 
proprietors   was  done  away  and  removed,  and  the    oftenfible 
power    was   left   with    the  Diredlors,    while   the    real   power 
was   placed    in   the  hands  of  the  Board  of  Controul.    Thar, 
inftead     of     uniting     and     combining    the    power,    the    Bill 
weakens   it;  and  ihffead  of  fixing  the  refponfibility,  it  IcaveSL 
it  divided.     How,  he  aflicd,  would   this   operate  on  the  future 
obedience  of  the  fervants  in  India  ?     Theie  powers,  the  nomi- 
nal and  the  real  powers,  the  Diredlors  and  the  Board  of  Con^ 
troul,  had  claflied  ahxady,  and  they  claflied  ftill.     Upon  what 
principle   was   fuch  a  fyftem   of  government  to  be  defended  ? 
Wo.ild  the  Right  Hon.  Gentleman  oppofite  to  him  maintain^ 
that  a  double  government  was  better  than  a  Tingle  one  ?  Would 
♦he  fay  it  was  more  vigorous  or  more  refponfible  ?     Did  not  a 
fingle  offenfible  government,  from  the  nature  of  its  conftitu- 
tion,    neccffai"ily  ail   and  anfwer  better  ?    Clafhing  authority 
co\ild  produce  nothing  but  feeblenefs  and  indecifion  in  govern- 
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ment,  difobedience  and  neglecl  on  the  part  of  the  fervants  ;  if 
therefore  vigour  and  rcfponfibility  were  the  objeds  of  the  law, 
the  law  defeated  itfelf. 

Having  thus  difpofed  of  the  firft  dlvifion,  Mr.  Francis  pro- 
ceeded to  the  fecond,  that  refpeding  the  government  abroad. 
The  fuppofed  want  of  power  in  the  Diredors,  and  the  conftant 
intention  to  give,  he  faid,  included  the  prefumption  of  difobe- 
dience abroad.  Why  increafe  a  power  that  was  not  refifted  ? 
But  every  law  takes  the  affirmative  for  granted.  Declarations 
and  penalties  were  made  by  the  law  againft  difobedience.  But 
who  was  it  that  difobeyed  ?  None  but  the  higheft  fervants,  and 
they  of  courfe  were  refponfible.  He  proved  thefe  premifes  by 
afking,  if  the  Governor  General  and  Council  did  their  duty, 
was  it  poflible  for  any  fubordinate  power  to  difobey  ? — Certain- 
ly not.  Who  but  the  governing  powers  in  India  could  levy 
war,  make  peace,  negotiate  treaties,  or  enter  into  alliances  ? 
But  all  thefe  things  were  done  by  a  majority,  whofe  powers 
finally  centered  in  one  perfon  by  his  cafting  voice.  The  law 
then,  from  thefe  premifes,  fhould  have  reftrained  the  power  j  it 
had,  neverthelefs,  drawn  the  oppolite  conclufion  :  from  abufe 
of  power  the  law  inferred,  that  it  ought  to  be  increafed ;  and  it 
created  this  power  by  reducing  the  Council  to  four,  in  order 
that  the  Governor  might  have  a  perpetual  cafting  voice ;  that 
was,  it  united  the  power  and  divided  the  refponfibility.  This 
furely,  he  obferved,  was  a  ftrange  refult,  after  the  caftino-  voice 
had  been  fo  abufed  before.  It  was  the  worft  and  weakeft  way 
of  giving  power,  becaufe  it  was  uncertain,  fluduating,  and 
precarious.  If  the  principle  of  giving  power  to  the  Governor 
General  was  a  good  one,  the  power  ought  to  be  given  by  a 
certain  courfe  j  but  the  framers  of  the  law  were  afraid  to  look 
the  principle  in  the  face.  As  it  was,  the  end  was  as  bad  as  the 
means.  He  contended,  that  power  vefted  in  a  fingle  perfon 
was  dangerous  and  ufelefs.  It  was  likewife  unconftitutional. 
At  firft  fight  of  great  difficulties,  the  obvious  remedy  was,  he 
faid,  a  didator^  with  power  of  life  and  death  i  but  fuch  violent 
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remedies  might  kill  or  cure,  and  were  not  pofTible,  not  practi- 
cable under  our  conftitution.  A  Governor  and  Council  form- 
ed, he  faid,  a  much  ftronger,  as  well  as  a  much  fafer  power. 
He  put  the  cafe,  that  a  good  man  demanding  exclufive  power 
deceives  himfelf,  and  would  be  over-reached  and  overcome. 
Artifice  would  circumvent  him,  and  he  would  not  feel  himfelf 
flattered ;  and  thus  much  bad  advice  might  be  followed,  and 
fatal  confequences  entailed  on  the  operations  of  the  governing 
powers,  and  yet  the  Governor  General  be  innocent  as  to  in- 
tention of  ill.  Again,  he  obferved,  Councils  might  be  fadli- 
ous.  Prima  facie,  why  might  not  the  Governor  himfelf  be  a 
fa6lious  man  ?  In  the  divifions  while  he  was  in  India,  Mr. 
Francis  faid,  Mr.  Haftings  vi'as  always  condemned  by  the  Di- 
reilors  :  but  let  it,  faid  he,  be  fuppofed  that  the  fault  lay  with 
the  Council ;  in  that  cafe,  the  inftitution  ought  not  to  be 
blamed ;  thofe  who  fent  out  and  appointed  the  Council  ought 
to  be  blamed.  The  fault  was  originally  with  them  ;  as  the 
wifeft  fyftem  might  be  defeated,  or  the  weakeft  fupported,  ac- 
cording to  the  choice  of  perfons.  On  the  contrary,  fuppofe 
that  Mr.  Haftings,  Mr.  Barwell,  Mr.  Clavering,  Mr.  Monfon, 
and  Mr.  Francis,  had  been  of  one  united  virtuous  principle. 
In  that  cafe,  what  a  fway  v/ould  Governor  H^^ftings  have  had  ? 
- — it  would  have  been  irrefiftible.  Mr.  Francis  ftated  the  rc- 
dudlion  of  a  Council  of  five  to  a  Council  of  four,  as  extreme- 
ly injudicious.  He  declared  he  fpoke  from  experience  when  he 
aflerted,  a  Council  of  five  to  be  the  beft  of  any  for  the  purpofes 
of  good  government.  He  fummed  up  this  head  or  divifion 
•with  recapitulating  his  principrJ  pofitions,  viz.  that  vefting  ex- 
clufive pov/er  in  one  perfon  was  dangerous  and  ufelefs ;  that 
an  n.nited  Council  was  infinitely  more  powerful ;  but  if  the 
contrary  were  true,  the  law  failed  on  its  its  Own  principle  j  for 
one  way  it  gave  too  much,  the  other  too  little. 

Mr.  Francis  at  length  proceeded  to  his  third  divifion,  and  in^ 
treating  of  that  he  faid,  he  fhould  exped-  a  general  concur- 
rence, becaufe  it  concerned  them  all  j  however  indifferent  they 

might 
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might  be  about  India,  that  fubje^Sl  muft  intereft  them.  Where- 
ever  they  carried  their  power,  they  ought,  he  faid,  to  carry 
their  juftice  along  with  it.  He  contended,  that  it  was  not 
tnore  the  cafe  of  Gentlemen  now  in  India,  than  it  was  their 
cafe.  "  The  inftant  fuffering,  fays  he,  is  theirs,  the  danger 
ours  J  Res  agltur  njejlra.'"  He  went  on  to  contend,  that  the 
inftitution  of  a  Court  of  Judicature  upon  fuch  principles  was 
a  monftrous  innovation,  and  for  reafons  which  equally  applied 
to  other  cafes  and  perfons.  As  a  faft,  it  was,  he  faid,  unjufl 
and  arbitrary ;  as  a  precedent  it  menaced  the  whole  kingdom ; 
it  adled  diredly  on  a  i^w^  but  it  threatened  all.  The  funda- 
mental principles  of  his  argument,  he  declared,  were  taken 
from  the  King's  fpeech  of  May  24,  1784,  in  which  this  warn- 
ing was  given :  "  The  affairs  of  the  Eaft-India  Company 
form  an  object:  of  deliberation  deeply  connecSled  with  the  o-ene- 
ral  interefls  of  the  country;  while  you  feel  a  juft  anxiety  to  pro- 
vide for  the  good  government  of  our  pofleffions  in  that  part  of 
the  world,  you  will,  I  truft,  never  lofe  fight  of  the  efFecSl,  which 
any  meafure  to  be  adopted  for  that  purpofe  may  have  on  our 
cottjiitutlon,  and  our  dearejl  Inter  efts  at  ho?}ie"  He  faid,  he  took 
ground  on  this  principle,  which,  though  falfely  applied  to  Mr. 
Fox's  Bill,  deftroyed  it.  The  fad  was,  a  word  was  caught 
at,  and  by  mifapplication,  that  word  proved  fatal.  It  was  the 
word  charter,  which  had  been  fo  egregioufly  perverted  at  the 
time,  that  a  Charter  of  Monopoly  had  been  confounded  with 
Magna  Charia.  But  what  would  be  faid  of  the  prefent  law, 
with  reference  to  the  extra6l  from  his  Majefly's  fpeech,  but 
that  it  was  direclly  in  the  teeth  of  that  principle?  He  next 
proceeded  to  (late  what  the  law  did.  ift:,  It  enforced  a  difcovery 
of  property  on  oath,  and  held  out  an  option  to  perfons  already 
fufpe6ted  of  crimes,  whether  they  would  take  that  oath  or  not. 
2dly,  It  contained  a  compulfion  to  anfwer  interrogatories  on 
oath,  that  was  to  prove  by  new  Oaths  the  truth  or  falfehood  of 
the  firft.  3dly,  It  gave  encouragement  to  informers,  that 
were  deftruilive  of  the  morals  of  the  people.     Having  ftated 
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thefe  particulars,    he  reafoned  upon  the  wickednefs  of  their 
tendency. 

He  appealed  particularly  to  thofe  Gentleman  who  had  ferved 
in  India,  and  put  the  cafe  of  his  Hon.  Colleague  in  Bengal, 
and  afked,  would  that  Gentleman,  whofe  labours  and  fervices 
would  have  been  great  indeed  if  they  had  equalled  his  rewards, 
would  that  Gentleman  have  chofen  to  have  taken  the  oath,  or 
to  have  been  tried  by  fuch  a  judicature  ?  he  believed  he  might 
anfwer  for  him,  that  he  would  not.  Let  him,  therefore,  a(k 
all  the  Gentlemen  who  had  been  in  India,  would  they  make 
laws  for  others,  which  they  would  not  confent  to  for  themfelves  ? 
— Would  they  fay,  occupet  extremum  /cables  ? — The  new  judi- 
cature abandoned  the  antient  trial  by  jury,  to  which  every  in- 
dividual was  entitled.  If  the  new  judicature  was  really  chofen 
with  indifference,  it  followed  that  nothing  was  gained  in  point 
of  knowledge  and  capacity,  at  leaft  with  refpedl  to  ten  of 
them,  over  a  fpecial  jury ;  Lords  and  Judges,  not  the  peers  of 
the  criminal ;  law,  verdicl,  and  fentence  united  in  the  fame  per- 
fons,  whofe  votes  were  equal,  fo  that  the  Commoners  might 
over-rule  the  Judges  in  points  of  law,  and  the  Lords  and 
Judges  might  find  the  fadls  againft  the  Commoners.  Although 
the  form  was  changed,  the  fundamental  principles  on  which 
juflice  had  been  heretofore  adminiftered  in  England,  ought  not, 
he  faid,  to  be  abandoned  ;  that  the  general  principles  on  which 
juries  were  formed  might  be  adhered  to ;  and  that  the  challenge 
was  imperfed.  He  afked,  did  not  that  reach  the  Judges  ?  and 
then  obferved,  that  all  the  challenges  were  peremptory,  and  that 
no  farther  challenge  was  allowed  for  caufe  ajfigned;  that  confe- 
quently,  the  party  accufed  muft  confine  the  latter  within  the 
limit  of  the  former.  That  fuppofing  the  cafe  his  own,  one  of 
the  Judges  might  be  his  enemy ;  and  though  he  might  not  be 
allowed  to  object  to  him  in  his  place  on  the  bench,  yet  if  he 
became  his  juryman,  he  ought  tg  be  allowed  to  challenge  him 
fi^r  caufe. 

He 
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He  would  fay  but  one  word  on  chiifing  the  pannel.  In  the 
very  firft  inftance  it  had  been  chofcn  by  Trcafury  hfts  ;  the  tri- 
bunal at  laft  obtained,  profelFediy  confiftcd  of  thirteen  perfons, 
yet  in  fact,  the  power  of  the  thirteen  was  finally  committed  to 
feven.  In  this  fmall  number,  unanimity  at  leaft,  might  be  de- 
manded, at  leaft  with  refpe<5l  to  the  verdl^St :  inftead  of  that,  a 
new  and  moft  dangerous  principle  was  afliiined  ;  that  the  fiids 
might  be  found,  the  law  determined,  and  the  punifhments 
awarded  by  four  perfons  out  of  feven.  That  is,  that  poffibly 
one  Lord  and  three  Judges  might  find  all  the  fads  againft  the 
finding  of  the  three  Commoners ;  or  vice  verfa,  that  four  Com- 
moners might  determine  the  law  againft  the  three  Judges. 
What  they  ivoiild  do,  Mr.  Francis  faid,  he  knew  not,  but  that 
they  might  do  under  the  prefcnt  inftitution.  He  next  treated 
of  the  conduvSl  of  the  trial.  There  were  two  things,  he  faid 
which  had  hitherto  been  deemed  eflential  to  the  due  adminiftra- 
tion  of  Juftice  in  England. 

1.  It  was  peculiar  to  England,  that  the  jury  fhould  not  fe- 
parate  before  they  had  found  the  verditSt. 

He  ftated  the  ufes  and  the  reafons  of  this  practice,  viz.   to 
guard  againft  improper  influence,  and  to  fecure  the  fpecdy  de- 
termination of  caufes  -,  the  prefent  tribunal,  on  the  other  hand 
had  a  power  to  adjourn,  and  who  knew  who  they  might  con- 
fult ;  might  they  not  even  compound  with  the  party  ? 

2.  It  was  not  only  a  principle  of  this  country,  but  of  every 
other  where  juftice  is  really  adminiftercd,  that  the  trial  fhall  be 
in  open  court. 

The  infpedion  of  the  public  eye  was,  Mr.  Francis  obferved 
a  great  tie  on  the  integrity  of  judges,  and  to  which  the  beft 
judges  had  been  always  ready  to  fubmit,  and  therefore  it  was 
no  impeachment  of  the  prefent  tribunal.  An  open  trial  obiio-ed 
the  judge  to  chufe,  in  every  inftance,  between  his  reputation 
and  his  duty  ;  whereas,  this  new  tribunal  tried  janms  claufis  • 
one  great  guard  over  the  virtue  of  the  judges  was  therefore  re- 
moved.    He  added  various  ftrong  and  pointed  obfervations  on 
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the  fa£ls  he  had  flated,  and  conclufively  faid,  that  whether  any 
thing  he  might  be  able  to  bring  forward  might  be  good  or  not, 
all  that  he  had  touched  upon,  as  forming  a  part  of  the  exifting 
law,  was  completely  bad.     He  expreffed  an  anxious  wiflb,  that 
the  Houfe  would  revert  to  the  antient  mode  cf  trial  by  jury  ; 
and  after  urging  it  ftrenuoufly,  lamented  the  abfence  of  Mr. 
Lee,  who  was   kept  away  by  iilnefs :  had   not  this  been  the 
cafe,  he  fhould  have  bad  the  advantage  of  his  powerful  affift- 
ance,  as  to  the  lav/  part  of  the  Bill.     As  the  cafe   (locd,  the 
onus^  he  conceived,  would  lie  on   thofe   who  affirmed,  that  a 
jury  was  not  competent  to  try  the  caufes  in  queftion,  and  that 
juftice  could  not  be  done  by  any  other  means  than  by  the  tri- 
bunal that  had  been  inftituted.     For  his  part,  he  was  of  opi- 
nion, that  the  Court  of  King's  Bench  might  be  armed  with 
new  powers,  and  all  difficulties  in  refpeft  to  evidence  and  plead- 
ing removed,  and   yet  the  jury   might  find  the  fa6ts.      The 
crimes  in  queftion,    he  obferved,  were   not    political  or   ftate 
crimes,  but  extortion  and  mifdemeanors.     He  aiked  why  every 
ofFence,  called  a  m.ifdemeanor,  fliould  not  be  tried  by  a  jury  ? 
He  defired  thofe  who  innovated,  to  Ihew  him  the  affirmative 
reafon.     He  took  notice  of  the  triumph  manifefted  at  the  fup- 
pofed  difference  between  Mr.  Burke   and  himfelf,  and  diftin- 
guifhed  between  the  forts  of  cafes  in  which  trial  by  impeach- 
nient,  and  thofe  in  which  trial  by  jury  might  be  moft  proper. 
He  paid  Mr.  Burke  a  feries  of  high  compliments  for  his  genius, 
his  talents,  and  his  integrity  ;  he  commended  him  for  having 
chofen  the  mode  of  proceeding  againft  Mr.  Haftings  that  v/as 
then  in  progrefs.     He  faid,  his  Right  Hon.  Friend  nad  a6^ed 
wifely  in  boldly  ftanding  forth  in   the  ancient,  ufeful,  and  truly 
noble  charader   of  an  accuier :  he  added,  that   if  the  prefent 
a2;e  were  fo  ungrateful  as  to  withhold  the  praife  due  to  his  merit, 
pofterity  would  revere  his  memory,  and  he  would  not  fail  of 
meeting  a  due  rev.'ard  here  or  hereafter.  ^  It  was  true,  he  faid, 
they  had  chofen  different  modes  of  profecution;  and  the  reafon 
was,  becaufe  the  cafes  were  eil'entialiy  diftin£t,  and  required 
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feparate  proceffes.  They  were  not,  however,  far  diftant ;  they 
were  near  each  other,  purfuing  parallel  lines,  not  clalhing,  but 
going  on  part  pajfu  to  the  fame  goal. 

Mr.  Francis  concluded  his  very  long  and  able  fpeech,  with 
declaring,  that  his  prefent  idea  was  to  extirpate  evil,  and  to  re- 
vert to  what  was  good,  or  to  what  had  not  been  improved  by 
innovations  ;  to  ftrengthen  that  good  if  it  was  weak,  and  not 
to  enacft  much  by  new  and  pofitive  inftitution.  That,  undoubt- 
edly, he  would  do  a  great  deal  more,  if  the  government  was  in 
pcrfons  who  would  co-operate,  or  whofe  fentiments  were  not 
adverfe  to  his.  His  proje6l  in  general  was  to  correiSl  evil  by 
retrenchment,  rather  than  by  inftitution,  and  at  all  events  to 
do  no  mifchief ;  that  what  he  did  fliould  execute  itfelf,  and  not 
depend  on  the  indifpofition  or  negle£l  of  Adminiftration  :  he 
fnould  therefore  leave  the  government  at  home  as  it  flood,  re- 
vert to  the  Bill  of  1774  for  the  government  abroad,  that  is,  re- 
ftore  a  government  by  five  perfons.  Cut  out  every  thing  that 
-  related  to  the  new  inquifition  and  tribunal,  and  replace  the  law 
mjlatu  quo.  Before  he  fat  down,  he  declared  himfelf  ready  to 
arm  the  King's  Bench  with  new  powers,  ready  to  improve  the 
forms  of  proceeding,  and  ready  to  facilitate  the  means  of  get- 
ting at  evidence,  but  that  a  claufe  refpecting  all  writings  in  the 
courfe  of  official  correfpondence  muft  be  qualified  ;  how  it 
(hould  be,  fhould  only  be  evidence  againft  the  writer.  He  then 
moved, 

'  That  leave  be  given  to  bring  in  a  Bill  to  explain  and  amend 
aji  Acl  made  in  the  •24th  year  of  the  reign  of  his  prefent  Ma- 
jefty,  entitled,  "  An  A61  for  the  better  Regulation  and  Ma- 
nagement of  the  Aff^airs  of  the  Eaft-India  Company,  and  of 
theBritifii  Pofleinons  in  India;  and  for  eftablifhing  a  Court  of 
Judicature,  for  the  more  effeclual  trial  of  perfons  accufed  of  of- 
fences committed  in  the  Eafl-Indies." 

Mr.  Dundas  recapitulated  the  heads  into  which  the  Hon.  Mr.Dunda 
Gentleman    (Mr.   Francis)  had   divided  his   flriftures  on  the 
Bill  he  propofcd  to  amend  and  modify,  viz.  That  part  which 
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afFe6led  the  government  of  the  Company's  affairs  at  home,  tnat 
which  regulated  their  adminiftration  abroad,  and  that  which 
conftituted  a  new  judicature  for  the  trial  of  perfons  accufed  of 
extortion  and  mifdemeanor  in  thofe  fettlements  ;  in  which  lafl: 
divifion  he  had  included  v/hat  certainly  did  not  immediately  be- 
long to  it,  the  obligation  impofcd  on  the  fervants  of  the  Com- 
pany, on  their  return  to  Europe,  to  account  on  oath  for  the 
property  they  might  have  acquired  during  their  refidence  in  In- 
dia. He  fhould  not,  he  faid,  for  the  prcfent,  enter  into  the  full 
extent  of  the  queftion,  but  Ihould  fay  fomething  on  each  part 
of  it,  referving  the  remainder  for  a  future  occafion  not  far 
diftant,  when  the  fubjeft  would  again  be  brought  by  him  before 
the  Houfe.  The  Hon.  Gentleman  had  complained,  that  in  the 
alteration  which  had  been  made  in  the  government  of  the  Com- 
pany's affairs  at  home,  the  refponfibility  was  fo  divided  between 
the  Board  of  Controul  and  the  Court  of  Dire6lors,  that  it  was 
impoflible  to  afcertain,  in  cafe  of  mifcarriage,  where  the  fault 
lay.  To  this  he  would  anfwer,  that  the  refponfibility  was  in- 
finitely more  dire£l:  and  complete  than  it  had  been  before ;  for 
whenever  the  Board  of  Controul  and  the  Court  of  Dire£lors 
coincided  in  their  orders,  then  each  body  was  anfwerable ;  but 
when  they  differed,  then  the  Board  of  Controul  was  liable-  to 
account;  by  which  means  the  refponfibility  was  rendered  more 
tangible,  as  it  was,  in  fome  inftances,  transferred  from  a  fluc- 
tuating and  uncertain  body,  as  the  Court  of  Dire6lors  was,  to 
one  of  a  permanent  conftitution,  the  Board  of  Controul,  and 
in  other  inftances  extended  to  them  both.  It  might  happen  in 
the  former  fyftem,  that  the  whole  body  of  Direilors  might  be 
changed  between  the  time  of  adopting  a  particular  meafure  and 
the  difcovery  of  the  bad  confequences  refulting  from  it.  Who 
then  was  to  be  called  to  account  ?  The  criminality  would  ap- 
pear, the  authors  of  it  could  not  be  found.  As  to  the  Hon. 
Gentleman's  complaint,  that  the  executive  authority  of  the 
Company  had  been  feparated  from  the  patronage,  that,  he  con- 
tended, was  the  moft  valuable  and  beneficial  part  of  the  whole 
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fyfteni ;  becaufe  when  the  executive  power  was  in  the  Directors, 
the  patronage  they  enjoyed  tended  very  much  to  fetter  and  em- 
barrafs  the  exercile  ot  that  power  ;  for  every  order  of  theirs 
being  calculated  to  afFecl  their  fervants  in  India,  and  thofe  fer- 
vants  having  been  appointed  by  themfelves,  and  of  courfe  out 
of  their  own  families  and  connexions,  it  followed  that  they  had 
private  feelings  with  regard  to  them  ;  which  private  feelings  and 
afFe6lions,  from  the  natural  prejudices  and  weakncfs  of  hu- 
manity, materially  interfered  with  their  conduct  with  regard  to 
the  public.  Now  the  feparation  of  thofe  two  powers  of  exe- 
cutive government  and  patronage,  would  effeilually  remedy  that 
inconvenience  ;  and  the  Board  of  Controul,  having  no  fuch  ties 
of  friendfhip  and  affedtion  to  the  fervants  of  the  Company, 
would  have  no  other  obje6t  in  the  execution  of  their  ofRce,  but 
the  benefit  of  the  public.  As  to  the  alteration  in  the  govern- 
ments in  In4ia,  he  was  decidedly  of  an  opinion  contrary  to  that 
given  by  the  Hon.  Gentleman ;  and  though  he  fhould  feel  great 
uneafinefs  in  being  obliged  to  enforce  his  own  theory  in  oppo- 
fition  to  the  experience  of  the  Hon.  Gentleman,  yet  that  uneafi- 
pefs  was  much  diminijfhed  by  the  authorities  with  which  he 
could  meet  the  Hon.  Gentleman's  perfonal  knowledge  of  the 
fubjedt :  for  there  was  not  a  perfon  whom  he  had  convcrfcd 
with,  that  had  not  pofitively  condemned  the  former  flate  of  go- 
vernment of  that  country  ;  and  among  the  reft,  he  would  in« 
ftancc  one  great  example  in  the  perfon  of  Lord  Macartney,  who 
had  declared,  that  none  but  a  madman  would  confent  to  accept 
the  government  while  it  remained  on  its  former  footing.  He 
niuft  alfo,  he  faid,  contend,  that  the  Hon.  Gentleman's  propo- 
fal  for  remedying  the  difeafe  of  a  cafting  voice,  (at  this  word  a 
loud  laugh,  in  which  the  Speaker  feemed  heartily  to  join)  was 
by  no  means  adequate  to  the  objed  j  for  the  appointing  five 
perfons  to  the  Council  would  not  be  fufficient,  unlefs  it  fhould 
be  contrived  that  thofe  five  perfons  fliould  all  live,  for  other- 
wife  the  determination  of  many  queftions  mull  depend  on  the 
cafting  voice  j  and  it  was  extremely  probable,  that  for  a  long 
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ferles  of  years,  no  queftion  would  be  decided  except  by  a  carting 
voice.  He  then  proceeded  to  that  part  ol  the  fubjefl:,  on  which, 
as  he  faid,  the  Hon.  Gentleman  had  feemed  to  ground  his  prin- 
cipal objection  to  the  prefent  fyftem — that  which  eftablifhed  a 
new  judicature  for  the  trial  of  delinquents  returned  from  In- 
dia. On  this  head,  he  could  not  but  differ  moft  widely  from 
the  Hon.  Gentleman.  This  judicature,  he  admitted,  was  re- 
prefented  by  feme  perfons  at  home,  and,  he  believed,  was  looked 
upon  by  many  others  in  India  as  a  moft  dangerous  and  excep- 
tionable meafure  j  but  he  had  reafon  to  think,  that  in  general  it 
was  confidered  in  a  very  different  point  of  view.  He  contend- 
ed, that  the  prefent  mode  of  trial  had  all  the  advantages  attend- 
ing the  trial  by  fpecial  jury,  and  none  of  its  difadvantages — 
that  although  the  defendant  had  no  right  of  challenge,  yet  there 
could  be  no  objection  to  that  defe6l,  becaufe  the  Court  v/as  ap- 
pointed in  fuch  a  manner,  as  to  leave  no  room  for  that  neceflity 
of  admitting  challenges  that  exifted  in  trials  by  jury;  all  per- 
fons who  might  be  fuppofed  to  have  any  bias  or  prejudice,  either 
from  their  having  been  too  intimately  acquainted  with  the  cir- 
cumftances,  and  therefore  being  liable  to  a  fufpicion  of  havino" 
been  predetermined,  all  who  had  ever  been  in  India,  all  who 
were  connefted  with  the  India  Company,  or  all  who  could  be 
fuppofed  under  the  influence  of  government  by  means  of  em- 
ployments, were  excluded.  The  Court  confifted  of  perfons 
of  high  rank  and  character,  and  fuch  as  could  not  afford  the 
fmalleft  reafon  to  apprehend  any  injuftice  or  partiality  from 
them,  unlefs  it  was  contended,  that  juftice  and  impartiality 
were  things  not  to  be  found  amongft  mankind  inanyclafsj 
and  if  fo,  then  no  judicature  could  be  thought  pure  and  up- 
right. With  this  fpecies  of  argument  he  alfo  anfwered  the 
doubts  the  Hon.  Gentleman  had  exprefTed,  arifing  from  the  dan- 
ger of  the  Judges  being  corrupted  ;  and  pointed  out,  that  if 
there  were  any  foundation  for  fuch  an  apprehenfion,  there  was 
alfo  as  much  danger  in  every  other  trial  ;  for  even  before  a  jury, 
the  Judge  had  great  weight  and  authority— he  could  pofitively 
2  determine 
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determine  on  the  competence  and  admiffibility  of  evidence ;  he 
had  great  influence  in  eftablifliing  its  credibility  ;  and  befides  it 
was  part  of  his  duty  to  fum  up  the  whole,  and  put  upon  it  that 
confl:ru(^ion  which  Teemed  to  him  moft  proper  :  he  had,  in  fhort, 
in  many  infl;ances  great  power,  and  in  others  great  influence, 
until  that  ftage  of  the  trial  in  which  the  jury  were  clofetedfor 
their  final  determination ;  and  as  the  three  Judges  were  to  be 
appointed  one  by  each  Court,  there  was  no  doubt  fuch  of 
them  would  be  appointed  by  their  brethren  on  the  bench,  as  ap- 
peared to  them  moft  proper,  from  being  leaft  liable  to  any  unfair 
impreflion  or  prejudice.  He  took  a  view  of  the  arguments 
ufed  by  Mr.  Burke  when  he  opened  the  proceeding  againft  Mr. 
Haftings,  concerning  the  different  modes  of  bringing  a  delin- 
quent from  India  to  juftice.  That  Right  Hon.  Gentleman, 
he  faid,  had  difclaimed  trial  by  jury,  as  not  calculated  for  the 
cognizance  of  fuch  accufations,  and  in  fo  doing  he  was  cer- 
tainly extremely  prudent :  he  himfelf  knew  too  well,  how 
difucult  it  was  to  proceed  by  a  Bill  of  Pains  and  Penal- 
ties, becaufe,  when  on  a  former  occafion  he  had  adopted 
that  method,  he  found  numbers  of  Gentlemen  who,  though 
extremely  willing  to  profecute  the  accufed,  and  to  inflidl  an 
adequate  punifhment  if  the  guilt  fhould  be  proved,  yet  declared, 
that  they  would  then,  and  on  all  occafions,  fet  their  faces  againft 
a  Bill  of  Pains  and  Penalties.  The  only  remaining  method 
then  of  proceeding  was  by  impeachment,  which  the  Right. 
Hon.  Gentleman  he  had  lall  alluded  to,  had  adopted  in  the  pro- 
fecution  at  that  moment  depending,  as  the  only  way  by  which 
juflice  could  be  expected.  He  took  a  comparative  view  of  the 
two  modes  of  trial,  that  by  the  prefent  judicature,  and  that  by 
impeachment ;  and  pointed  out  that  the  former  was  as  unexcep- 
tionable as  the  latter,  as  well  from  the  purity  of  its  appoint- 
ment, as  from  the  numbers  of  Vv'hich  it  confiited  ;  for  the  Court 
of  the  Lord  High  Steward,  might  confift  of  as  few  members  as 
the  Eaft-India  judicature.  And  the  Houfe  of  Lords,  when 
they  fat.  in  tlie  High  Court  of  Parliament,  were  not  fubjec^l  to 
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any  challenges    which    this    Court,  though  not  a£tually,  yet, 
from  the  mode  of  its  conftitution,  might  be  faid  virtually  to  be. 
The  Hon.  Gentleman  had  exprefled  his  uneafmefs,  that  no  pro- 
vifion  had  been  made  to  prevent  the  Court  from  proceeding  tor 
trial  with  {hut  doors  :  but  he  apprehended,  that  the  omitting 
to  mention  any  fuch  matter  in  the  Bill,  was  by  no  meatis  a  fanc- 
tion  for  adopting  a  cuftom  fo  diametrically  oppofite  to  the  com- 
mon law,  which  dire£ls,  that  allcourts  of  judicature  (hall  be 
open  ;  and  which,  of  courfe,  the  prefent  muft  be  neceflarily,  ini 
compliance  with  the  rules  of  the  common  law,  which  are  al- 
ways to  continue  in  force,  unlefs  particularly  avoided  by  the  cx- 
prefs  words  of  a  flatute  ;  which  not  being  done  in  this  AcSl,  there 
could  be  no  pretence  for  the  doors  of  this  court  being  (hut. 
He  inftanced  Mr.  Grenville's  Eledion  Bill,  in  which  there  was 
no  particular  injundtion  to  prefer vc  fecrecy  in  the  proceedings 
of  the  Committee  to  be  appointed  under  it ;  and  yet,  in  purfu- 
ance  of  the  principles  of  the  common  law,  their  doors  were 
always  kept    open.     The  complaint   made  of  the  power  the 
court  had  to  adjourn  from  time  to  time  was  one,  which,  like  fome 
of  the  others,  proceeded  from  the  principle,  that  human  nature 
was  fo  depraved,  that   no  fecurity  was  to  be  expedled  againft 
wickednefs  and  temptation  ;  he  fhould  therefore  attempt  to  give 
no  anfwer  to  it  upon  that  principle  :  he  would  only  inftance  the 
laft-mentioncd  judicature  under  Mr.  Grenville's  Bill,  and  alfo 
in  the  cafe  of  trials  before  the  Houfe  of  Peers,  where  it  was  the 
conftant  pradice  to  adjourn  de  die.  in  diem  ;  and  yet  in  neither 
cafe  was  it  ever  pretended,  that  there  was  any  danger  of  an  un- 
due influence  being   ufcd  bv  his   Maiefty's  Mintfters,  as  was 
now  attempted  to  be  fuggeil-ed.     Another  confideration    that 
tended   to  prove  the  abfolute    impraflicability  of  rcforting   to 
trial  bv  jiiry,  was  the  great  fcope  of  the  evidence  that  in  general 
it  would  be  necefiary  to  produce  on  fuch  occafions  ;  and  faid,  by 
way  of  example,  that  in  the  cafe  of  Sir  Thomas  Rumbold,  and 
alfo  In  that  of  Mr.   Haflings,  the  evidence  was  (o  various  and 
voluminou.<>,   that  it  was  phyfically  impofHWe  that  any  jury 
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could  have  ftrength  fufficient  to  go  through  it  without  retiring 
to  reft,  and  without  other  refrefhment.  As  to  the  objeaion  he 
had  heard  made  againft  the  admitting  the  writings  and  cor- 
rcfpondences  from  the  Eaft-Indies  to  be  taken  as  evidence,  he 
apprehended  that  Gentlemen  were  not  fufHciently  acquainted 
with  that  part  of  the  fubjedl.  They  feemed  to  think,  that  all 
writings  whatfoever  coming  from  that  country,  were  intended 
by  a6l  of  Parliament  to  have  full  validity  given  to  them  as  evi-. 
dence  in  the  new  eftabliflied  court  j  but  this  was  by  no  means 
the  cafe,  for  every  paper  was  liable  to  be  fcrutinized  according 
to  the  common  rules,  as  well  of  admiflibllity  as  of  credibility, 
that  were  ufed  with  refpe6t  to  other  witnefles ;  and  if  any 
fhould  appear  to  come  from  a  perfon  prejudiced  or  interefted  in 
the  event  of  the  trial,  it  would  he  held  as  wholly  inadmiflible  j 
or  if  it  fhould  be  inconfiftent,  contradidtory,  and  improbable, 
it  would  then  be  confidered  as  incredible.  It  was  no  new  thing, 
he  faid,  to  bring  the  correfpondence  of  the  Company's  fer- 
vants  as  evidence  into  a  court  of  juftice  ;  for  the  a6t  of  1773 
had  made  a  provifion  for  the  purpcfe,  making  fuch  papers  com- 
petent evidence  :  and  indeed,  in  moft  inftances,  it  would  be  im- 
poflible  to  inveftigate  a  complaint  from  that  country  without  , 
recurring  to  fuch  fources  of  information  :  and  befides  the  other 
arguments  that  tended  to  vindicate  the  departure  from  the  trial 
by  jury  in  this  inftance,  the  neceflity  of  admitting  fuch  evi- 
dence was  a  very  ftrong  one :  for  however  expedient  it  might 
be  in  fome  cafes  to  adopt  new  rules  of  evidence,  it  would  be 
extremely  dangerous  and  improper  to  habituate  the  minds  of 
the  common  juries  of  the  country  to  fuch  a  change  ;  becaufe 
being  in  certain  peculiar  cafes  ufed  to  look  upon  that  as  evi- 
dence, which  the  peculiarity  of  the  cafe  alone  rendered  fo,  they 
might,  in  cafes  where  no  fuch  peculiarity  exiftcd,  be  inclined  to 
receive  fimilar  impreffions  from  fimilar  documents,  and  by  that 
means  the  rules  of  evidence  might  become  fluctuating  and  li- 
able to  change  j  a  thing  to  the  full  as  dangerous,  and  as  neceflary 
to  guard  againft,  as  any  change  in  the  other  forms  of  judica- 
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ture  could  poffibly  be. — As  to  the  novelty  that  was  imputed  to 
this  departure  from  the  eftablifhed  pra6lice  of  trial  by  jury,  he 
faid  no  fuch  novelty  did  exift  ;  for  it  had  long  fmce  been  adopt- 
ed both  in  the  army  and  navy,  and  no  perfon  ever  pretended, 
that  any  precedent  was  likely  to  flow  from  the  inftitution  of 
naval  and  military  courts  martial,  dangerous  to  the  conftitution 
and  the  laws  of  the  country. 

Laft  of  all,  he  came  to  that  part  of  the  fubjecl  which  related 
to  the  oath  required  from  perfons  returning  from  India,  to  afcer- 
tain  the  amount  of  their  acquifitions  there.  On  this  head,  he 
frankly  owned,  he  had  not  completely  made  up  his  mind ;  but 
having  intended  to  bring  the  fubje£l  before  the  Houfe  in  a  Ihort 
time,  he  had  been  in  the  habit  of  confidering  it  attentively,  and 
fhould,  in  a  few  days,  come  to  a  fettled  opinion  concerning  it. 
The  reafon  of  his  doubt  was,  the  variety  of  fentiments  he  had 
met  with  in  letters  from  India,  fome  of  which  contained  an  ap- 
probation of  the  reftriclion,  while  others  feverely  condemned  it. 
It  would,  however,  anfwer  part  of  the  objections  ftated  by  the 
Hon.  Gentleman  to  fhow,  that  all  of  them  at  lead  were  not 
perfectly  well  founded,  and  that  the  inftitution  was  not  liable  to 
the  whole  of  the  obloquy  that  was  thrown  upon  it.  The  Hon. 
Gentleman  had  cited  an  example,  drawn  from  the  cafe  of  his 
own  colleague  in  the  adminiftration  of  Bengal,  and  had  faid, 
that  if  the  queftion  had  been  put  to  that  Gentleman,  whether 
he  fhould  be  fatisfied,  on  his  return  to  England,  to  be  called  up- 
on to  take  an  oath  of  the  nature  prefcribed  by  the  prefent  fyf- 
tem,  he  t!>ought  it  highly  probable  that  he  would  anfwer  in 
the  negative.  The  rion.  Gentleman  had  ftated,  that  if  the  fer- 
vices  of  his  faid  colleague  were  equal  to  his  rewards,  they  muft 
have  been  g;'eat  indeed-y  .which  words  could  have  no  other  im- 
plication, than  that  his  rewards  were  greater  than  his  fervices 
merited :  was  not  this  then,  he  afked,  a  ftrong  argument  in 
favour  of  the  oath  ?  for  was  it  not  as  much  as  to  fay,  that  if  the 
oath  had  at  that  time  been  necciTary,  the  Gentleman  alluded  to, 
having  it  before  his  eyes,  and  having  alfo  objections  to  taking  it 
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as  his  circumftances  then  flood,  would  have  a^led  in  fuch  a 
manner  as  to  have  enabled  himfelf  to  take  it  with  a  fafe  con- 
fcience  ? — By  this  means  the  evil  would  have  been  prevented, 
and  this  prevention  was  the  chief  obje£l  of  inftituting  the  oath  : 
for  many  perfons,  though  they  might  be  inclined  to  fubmit  to 
thofe  temptations  which  that  country  was  fuppofed  to  hold  out, 
and  which  by  fome  were  reprefcnted  as  being  almoft  too  ftrong 
for  fiefli  and  blood  to  refift,  yet  knowing  that  the  confequence 
of  doing  fo  muft  necefTarily  be  either  avowing  their  guilt,  or 
adding  to  it  the  crime  of  perjury,  would  be  reflrained  and  pre^ 
vented. — And  thus  the  oath  would  operate  to  ftrengthen  and 
confirm  their  confciences. 

The  Hon,  Gentleman  had  further  complained  of  the  interro- 
gatories that  people  were  to  be  compelled  to  anfwer,  after  they 
had  made  a  dire6l  oath,  and  had  reprefented  it  as  a  new  thing 
thus  to  call  upon  men  to  acknwledge  that  they  had  been  guilty 
in  the  firft  inftance  of  perjury. — But  furely,  if  the  Right  Hon. 
Gentleman  had  coniidered  what  were  the  ufual  modes  of  ex- 
amining on  oath  in  this  country,  (for  the  principal  method  of 
fifting  a  witnefs,  in  order  to  afcertain  the  truth  or  fallhood  of 
his  teftimony,  was  to  crcfs-examine  and  put  fuch  queftions  to 
him,  as,  in  fpite  of  all  his  artifice  and  cunning,  fliould  force  hira 
to  fpeak  the  truth,)  he  v/ould  find  no  ground  of  complaint, 
either  as  to  ""the  novelty,  or  hardfhip  of  the  regulation.  He 
availed  himfelf  of  a  hint  from  the  Attorney-General,  who  whif- 
pered  to  him  from  behind,  and  inftanced  the  cafe  of  Bankrupts, 
who,  though  in  matters  that  might  afFe£l  their  lives,  were  bound 
by  law  to  anfwer  fuch  interrogatories  touching  their  efFe£ls,  as 
might  be  put  to  them  by  thofe  intruftcd  in  their  affairs. — Oa 
the  whole,  he  faid  he  fhould  not  give  a  negative  to  the  prefent 
Motion,  becaufe  he  had  himfelf  intended  to  bring  foru'ard  one 
of  an  exactly  fimilar  nature,  which  he  did  not  imagine  he  could 
do,  confident  with  the  forms  of  the  Houfe,  if  it  were  now  re- 
jeiicd— he  ftiould  therefore  be  fatisfied  with  moving  the  previous 
iqueftion. 
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M^-.Anfiru-  Mr.  Anjlruthcr  complained  of  the  attempt  of  the  Right  Hon. 
Gentleman,  to  take  the  merit  of  reforming  the  errors  and  mif- 
chiefs  of  the  India  Bill  out  of  the  hands  of  his  Hon.  Friend; 
which,  however,  was  a  plain  proof  of  the  obftinacy  of  the  Gen- 
tlemen on  the  other  fide  of  the  Houfe,  in  pafling  a  Bill  which 
now,  at  fcarccly  an  interval  of  more  than  a  year,  appeared  evert 
to  themfelves  to  call  fo  loudly  for  alteration  and  amendment. 
He  was  of  opinion,  that  it  was  by  all  means  more  defirable, 
that  the  alteration  fhould  proceed  from  the  immediate  Motion 
of  that  Houfe,  than  from  the  clamours  that  had  been  raifed  a- 
gainft  it  in  India ;  and  therefore,  whichever  of  the  two  Gentle- 
men was  to  have  the  honour  of  introducing  it,  he  hoped  no 
time  would  be  loft  in  bringing  it  to  a  fpeedy  conclufion.  He 
combated  the  doctrine  of  the  Right  Hon.  Gentleman,  that  the 
oath  would  operate  fo  as  to  fortify  and  flrengthen  the  con- 
fciences  of  the  people  in  the  Eaft-Indies,  and  prevent  them  from 
acting  in  fuch  a  manner,  as  muft  reduce  them  to  the  alternative, 
on  their  return  to  England,  either  of  adding  perjury  to  their 
guilt,  or  of  furnifliing  a  fufpicion  againft  themfelves,  by  declar- 
ing the  truth.  He  argued  againft  this  do&ine,  on  the  grounds 
of  its  being  a  reftraint  only  on  the  virtuous,  on  whom  no  fuch 
reftraint  was  neceflary,  and  as  having  no  power  whatfoever  to 
reftrain  the  wicked  and  abandoned,  who  alone  ought  to  be  the 
objefts  of  coercion  and  reftraint.  He  faid,  it  was  alfo  unfair  and 
cruel,  inafmuch  as  its  operation  being  poftponed  for  a  long 
time,  would  enable  thofe  who  had  by  rapacity  and  extortion,  or 
other  illegal  means,  already  acquired  a  fufficrent  fortune  to  re- 
turn home  before  it  fhould  take  effetl:  whereas  thofe,  who  by 
a  different  line  of  condu(Sl  bad  continued  in  indigence,  were  ob- 
liged to  remain  until  after  it  was  in  force,  and  to  become  fubjedl 
to  it.  He  took  notice  of  the  allufion  to  the  Bankrupt  laws, 
which  the  Right  Hon.  Gentleman  had  been  furnifhed  with  by 
the  learned  Judge  who  fat  near  him,  (Mr.  Attorney-General,) 
and  fubrnltted  it  to  the  candour  of  the  Houfe,  whether  it  was 
decent  or  fair  to  treat  Brltifii  fubjecb,  laudably  ferving  their 
7  country 
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country  in  India,  as  common  Bankrupts  j  and  to  talk  of  them  as 
men,  whofe  mifconduil  or  misfortunes  had  fubje(5Led  to  the 
Bankrupt  laws,  before  the  Houfe  had  even  the  ihadow  of  a 
proof,  that  they  deferved  to  be  conlidered  in  fo  humiliating  a 
point  of  view.     He  was  furprized,  that  the  Right  Hon.  Gentle- 
man, from  the  facility  with  which  he  recurred  to  the  examples 
of  the  Army  and  the  Navy,  had  not  been  led  to  reflect,  how  the 
dottrine  of  fetting  afide  the  trial  by  jury  might  hereafter  be 
ftrengthened  by  the  precedent  now  eftabliihed.     It  might,  on 
fome  future  occafion,  be  thought  advifeable  to  extend  this  fyf- 
tem  to  the  Weft-Indies,  perhaps  to   other  of  our  pofleffions— 
nay,  to  fome  part  even  of  this  ifland.     If  any  oppofition  were 
then  to  be  offered,  how  eafily  might  it  be  anfwered — what  ob- 
jeition  to  abolifh  the  trial  by  jury  in  this  place,  when  there  are 
fo  many  precedents  in  favour  of  the  meafure  ?    Is  not  trial  by 
jury  at  an  end  in  the  Weft-Indies  ? — Is  it  not  fupprefied  in  the 
Eaft-Indies  ? — Is  it  not  given  up  in  the  Army  and  the  Navy  ? — 
How  then  can  you  complain  of  its  novelty  ?  The  Right  Hon. 
Gentleman  had  by  no  means  eftabliihed  his  argument  to  Ihew, 
that  the  prefent  inftitution  was  equally  juft-  and  fxvourable  to. 
the  fubjedl  as  that  of  trial  by  jury — for  in  this  the  party  mioht 
be  condemned  by  a  majority  of  the  new  Court  of  Judicature, 
which  might  confift  of  fo  fmall  a  quorum  as  feven,   whereas  a 
jury  muft  be  unanimous;  and  furely  no  perfon  would  attempt 
to  argue,  that  it  v.'as  as  eligible  to  be  tried  by  a  tribunal,  where 
the  condemnation  was  in  the  power  cf  four  perfons,  as  where 
it  was  necefiary  twelve  fliould  concur  in  it. 

Mr.  Vanfittart  faid,  as  the  Hon.  Gentleman,  who  made  the  ^^"' ^^'^fifit- 
Motion,  had  particularly  called  on  thofe  Members  of  the  Houfe, 
who  ferved  in  India,  he  rofe  to  take  fome  notice  of  one  part  of 
his  fpeech  j  he  meant  that  part  alluding  to  the  claufe  of  the  Acl 
of  1784,  refpefting  the  obligation  on  Gentlemen  to  make, oath 
of  the  amount  of  their  property,  on  their  arrival  in  England 
from  the  Eaft-Indies.  Mr.  Vanfittart  faid,  as  that  was  deemed 
a  hardihip  by  Gentlemen  ferving  in  India,  he  had  no  objedlion 
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to  give  his  confent  to  the  repeal  of  it.     With  regard  to  the 
new  Court  of  Judicature,  Mr.  Vanfittart  declared,  he  could  not 
agree  with  the  Hon.  Gentleman  ;  he  thought  it  a  fair,  impar- 
tial, and  fafe  tribunal  for  any  man  to  appeal  to,  and  fuch  a  tri- 
bunal as  no  honeft  man  would  fear  to  face. 
MrjorScott.      Major  Scott  faid,  he  iliould  not  have  rifen,  if  the  Hon.  Gen- 
tleman who  opened  the  debate,  had  not  pointedly  called  upon 
all  the  Gentlemen  who  had  feuved  in  India  to  deliver  their  fen- 
timents.     He  had  voted  for  every  part  of  the  Bill  as  it  now 
flood ;  but  he  was  perfcflly  ready  to  declare,  that  there  was 
one  part  of  it  which  he  earneftly  wifhed  to  fee  repealed — he 
meant  that  v.'hich  compelled  a  declaration  of  fortunes.     He 
could  not  agree  with  the  Right  Hon.  Gentleman  on  the  floor 
(Mr.  Dundas)  as  far  as  his  information  went,  that  there  was 
a  difference  of  opinion  in  India  upon  it.     From  all  the  letters 
he  had  feen  or  received  from  Oudc,  or  military  Gentlemen,  he 
was  led  to  conclude,  that  it  was  deemed  a  peculiar  grievance, 
and  therefore  he  earneftly  wiflied  the  repeal  of  it.     But  he 
trufted  Gentlemen  would  recolle6l,  that  though  he  did  vote  for 
this  obnoxious  claufe,  yet  he  had  invariably  oppofed,  both  in 
and  out  of  the  Houfe,  all  the  ill-founded  clamour  that  had  been 
raifed  refpetSting  the  enormities  committed  by  Britifh  fubjecls 
in  India — that  he  could  zthrin,  and  always  had  affirmed,  there 
was  in  no  part  of  the  world,  if  they  were  taken  colledlively,  a 
more  refpeftable  fet  of  men  than  the  Gentlemen  ferving  in  In- 
dia, or  men  who  had  deferved  more  of  their  country :  but  the 
clamour  having  been  raifed,  be  conceived  fuch  a  claufe,  which 
would  have  proved  how  very  unfounded  it  had  been,  might  have 
proved  how  much  the  people  of  England  had  been  milled,  and 
he  had  no  perfonal  objeftion  to  it.     It  had,  however,  occafioned 
general  di{rati6fa6l{on,   and   he   hoped  it   would    be   repealed. 
With  rerpe(Sl  to  the  judicature,  upon  the  fulleft  and  moft  deli- 
berate conridefation,  he  did  avow  his  complete  approbation  of 
it  i  and  he  thought  if  crimes  were  committed  in  India,  which 
afterwards  came  to  a  trial  here,  it  was  impoffible  to  find  a  purer 
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or  a  better  court  before  which  any  man  could  (o  fcon  wifli  to 
be  tried — for  offences  committed  in  India  could  not,  he  thought, 
be  tried  by  a  jury  in  the  common  modes  of  trial.  There  was 
one  thing  mentioned  by  the  Right  Hon.  Gentleman  (Mr.  Dun- 
das)  which  had  given  him  very  great  pleafure  indeed.  From 
what  the  Right  Hon.  Gentleman  had  thrown  out,  he  trufted 
fuch  a  firm  and  efficient  government  was  to  be  eftablifhed  in 
India,  as  would  render  the  propofed  judicature:  totally  ufelefs  ; 
for  he  was  convinced,  that  a  fteady  and  ftrong  government  a- 
broad,  would  be  fully  competent  to  correil  every  abufe  that 
might  exift  there.  The  Hon.  Gentleman  who  opened  the  Bill 
had  dealt  in  panegyric  and  inve6live.  He  had  mentioned  Sir 
Elijah  Impey,  who  was  not  prefent  to  defend  himfelf ;  but  if  the 
Hon.  Gentleman  had  been  difpleafed  with  Sir  Elijah  Impey's 
decifion,  an  appeal  lay  open  to  him. 

Mr.  Francis  fpoke  to  order,   and  faid,  he  had  been  entirely  Mr.FrancIs. 
miftaken  by  Major  Scott,  who  faid  he  was  glad  to  be  correfted, 
and  would  take  fome  other  opportunity  of  replying  to  the  Hon. 
Gentleman's  panegyric. 

Mr.  yoll'iffe  obferved,  that  it  feemed  agreed  on  all  fides,  that  Mr,  joUIffe. 
the  Bill  brought  in  by  the  Right  Hon.  Gentleman  for  the  regu- 
lation of  the  government  of  India  was  defeftive,  and  required 
amendment:  that  fome  thought  the  government  at  home  im- 
proper J  that  others  objected  to  the  government  abroad  j  but 
that  all  feemed  in  this  to  agree,  that  it  was  capable  of  confider- 
able  amendment.  The  Hon.  Gentleman  near  him  (Mr.  Fran- 
cis) had  moved  for  leave  to  bring  in  a  Bill  for  this  purpofe ;  it 
was  therefore  exceedingly  ungenerous  in  the  Right  Hon.  and 
learned  Gentleman  to  refift  that  Motion  by  a  previous  queftion, 
when  he  declared  at  the  fame  time,  he  propofed  to  maice  the 
very  fame  Motion  himfelf;  this  was  taking  all  the  merit  from 
his  Hon.  Friend  j  this  was  faying,  "  I  agree  with  you  entirely, 
but  becaufe  you  have  brought  forward  that  which  every  body 
approves,  you  Ihall  not  have  the  merit;  I  have  the  ftrength  in 
my  hand  y  I  will  wreft  the  honour  and  reputation  from  you  of 

C  c  3  ferving 
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ferving  your  country."  With  refpecl  to  the  government  at 
home,  Mr.  Jolliffe  obfcrved,  that  he  was  of  opinion,  that  the 
Bill  of  the  Right  Hon.  Gentleman  (Mr.  Fox)  was  the  moft 
calculated  to  produce  good  j  for  it  gave  to  the  State  the  govern- 
ment of  the  territory,  which  every  body  admitted  was  the  pro- 
perty of  the  State,  and  which  that  Houfe  had  voted  to  be  fo,  and 
it  left  to  the  India  Company  the  management  of  their  trade — 
this  was  all  they  could  claim.  With  refpedl  to  the  government 
in  India,  he  differed  from  his  friend  (Mr.  Francis  ;)  he  thought 
the  government  abroad,  in  the  hands  of  one,  was  more  con- 
fiftent  with  an  operative  executive  government,  than  divided 
among  a  number,  who,  in  all  probability,  would  difagree  upon 
the  manner  in  which  the  various  operations  of  government 
fhould  be  condu6ted.  By  being  in  one  perfon,  the  country 
knew  where  to  look  to  for  refpoiifibility  j  and  it  was  much  eafifir 
to  remove  one  perfon  and  appoint  a  fucceflbr,  than  to  difplace  a 
body  of  men,  or  to  fele6l  out  of  a  rffimber  one  or  more  at  fuch  a 
diftance,  whcfe  conduft  might  be  varioufly  reprefented,  and  with 
refpe£l  to  whom  there  might  be  much  difficulty  in  judging.  Hav- 
ing argued  this  forcibly,  he  faid  the  chief  caufe  of  his  rifmg  was  to 
enter  his  proteft  againft  the  new  adopted  mode  of  trial :  he  con- 
fidered  the  trial  by  jury  as  the  great  palladium  of  the  conftitution 
of  this  country ;  as  the  only  fecurity  Englifhmen  had  for  their 
lives,  their  liberty,  or  their  property ;  as  the  great  barrier  for 
the  people  againft  the  power  of  the  Crown,  or  the  influence  of 
the  Arifcocratic  part  of  the  country;  every  innovation  on  this 
right,  every  the  fmallell:  alteration  of  it,  fhould  be  watched  and 
attended  to  with  the  minuteft  care.  How  much,  therefore, 
fhould  the  alarm  be  taken  at,  not  the  deviation  from  this  mode 
of  trial,  not  an  alteration  in  point  of  form,  or  in  matter  of  evi- 
dence, but  an  abfolute  fubvcrfion  of  it,  by  appointing  a  new, 
unheard  of,  unconftitutional  fyftem,  which,  if  admitted  to  be 
proper  in  the  trial  of  the  delinquents  from  India,  would  equally 
hold  applicable  to  any  other  part  of  the  dominions  of  Great- 
Britain  ;  and  it  rnight  be  argued  as  proper  to  extend  to  offences 
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committed  in  the  Weft-Indies,  in  Ireland,  or  even  in  Scotland. 
No  man  could  fay,  if  the  principle  was  once  admitted,  to  what 
it  might  not  be  argued  as  proper  to  be  carried.     The  Right 
Hon.  and  learned  Gentleman  was  fo  fenfible  of  this,  that  he  had 
endeavoured  to  fhew,  (but  on  the  falfeft  grounds)  that  this 
mode  of  trial  was  in  fa£l  a  trial  by  jury.     He  defired  to  z(k, 
in  what  refpect  it  refembled  it?  A  jury  confifted  of  twelve  per- 
fons,  this  was  an  inacfinite  number,  from  thirteen  to  feven ;  a 
jury  muft  be  unanimous,  a  majority   here  determined  j  a  jury 
muft  decide  before  they  could  feparate,  this  Court  might  ad- 
journ de  die  in  dicin  as  long  as  they  pleafed  ;  a  jury  could  have  - 
no  intercourfe  whatever  with  the  parties,  thefe  might  have  any 
communication  they  pleafed,  with  any  or  all  .of  the  the  parties  ; 
a  jury  were  to  determine  the  fa6t,  and  not  the  law,  thefe  were 
to  determine  both  faft  and  law.     There,  was  in  truth,  he  faid, 
no  one  thing  in  which  they  refembled  a  jury,  except  that  they 
were  fworn.     But  the  greateft  abfurdity  was,  that  as  a  majority 
of  feven  might  determine,  thofe  who  heard  the  trial  might  not 
be  the  fame  as  thofe  who  gave  the  verdidl:  i  out  of  thirteen,  {^vtw 
might  hear  part  of  the  trial,  three  might  be  abfent,  and  three 
others  hear  another  part ;  and  at  laft,  fix  frefti  attend  and  decide 
upon  the  whole,  without  having  heard  one  word  of  the  merits. 
The  Judges  could  not  declare  the  lavi^,  for  they  might  be  over- 
ruled by  ten,  or  by  feven,  or  by  four  of  the  other  members  ;  fo 
that  what  is  not  law  may  be  determined  to  be  law,  againft  the 
declared  opinion  of  thofe  who  are  appointed  to  declare  the  law 
in  every  court  in  the  kingdom ;  the  rules  of  evidence,  one  great 
fecurity  to  juftice,  may  in  every  inftance  be  departed  from,  and 
the  Judges  fet  by  fpe6lators,  unable  to  prevent  fuch  a  violation 
of  the  firft  principles  of  the  law.     Jn  a  court  of  hw,  the  Judge 
is  anfwerable  for  the  law  he  lays  down,  that  it  Ihall  be  law  of 
the  land^  but  in  this  judicature  no  man  was  anfwerable  for  his 
condudl.     This,  Mr.  JollifFe  faid,  he  was  fure,  need  only  to  be  ' 

Renown  to  be  reprobated;  it  required  only  to  be  divulged  and 
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underflood,  to  call  the  univeifal  voice  of  the  country  for  its 
repeal. 

^x'  ^*"'        ^^^'  ^^^"-^iker^  immediately  before  the  previous  queftion  was 

put  on  Monday  evening,  rofe  (upon- an  idea  fuggefted,  that  thofe 

who  voted  for  the  previous  queftion  were  pledged  to  fupport  the 

intended  amendment  propofed  by  Mr.  Dundas)  to  fay,  that  the 

grounds  on  v/hich   he  fupported   the  previous  queftion  were, 

that  on  a  competition  between  Mr.  Francis  and  Mr.  Dundas, 

to  propofe  that  amendment,  he  was  thoroughly  fatisfied,  that  the 

perfon  v/ho  had  a  great  fiiare  in  the  form.ation  of  the  Bill  was 

the  moft  proper  to  move  for  its  amendment,  and  that  when  the 

whole  was  brought  forward,  he  fhould  be  then  more  competent 

to  determine  on  the  intrinfick  merit  of  the  mode  of  Indian  go-r 

vernment.     But  that  he  difclaimed  the  idea  of  pledging  himfelf 

to  vote  for  Mr.  Dundas's  amendment;  unlefs  fupported  at  the 

time  of  its  production  by  the  conviction  of  his  own  fentiments. 

The  previous  queftion  moved  by  Mr.  Dundas  was  carried,        1 

Upon  bringing  up  the  Ordnance  Report  of  Tuefday, 

Sir  John         Sir  'lohn  Miller  moved,  that  this  Report  be  now  recommitted^ 
Miller. 

This,  he  faid,  he  did  to  the  intent,  that  after  he  fhould  have 

ftated  his  reafcns  for  voting  againft  the  late  extcnf.ve  fyftem  of 

Ordnance  Fortification    on  Monday  laft,   he   might  fatisfy  the 

,      '      Houfc,  that  his  objections  to  that  fyftem  did  not  in  any  degree 

go  to  the  more  immediate  and  neceflary  accommodations  and 

fecurities  of  the  dock-yards  of  Portfmouth  and  Plymouth,  which 

he  confidered  as  of  the  higheft  importance  to  this  country;  an4 

in  order  that  the  Houfe  might  be  apprized  of  the  objedt  of  his 

Motion,  as  well  as  to  ceconomife  their  time,  their  trouble,  and 

their  attention,  he  fhould  now  ftate  to  them  the  Motion  with 

which  he  intended  tp  clofe  his  obfervations  and  opinions  upon 

^     the  fubjeCt  of  our  fartihcations.     He  then  read  his  propofed 

Motion,  which  was  tq  the  following  effeCt :  "  That  the  fum  jl 

pf  50,000 1.  granted  in  a  former  Seflion,  to  be  employed  in  for- 

,  tifying  our  dock-yards,  be  now  applied  in  the  follov/ing  manner, 

yif .  in  bringing  frefh  water  to  the  dock-yard  of  Plymouth,  in 

buildinff 
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building  and  furnifhing  gun-boats,  agreeably  to  the  unanimous 
approbation  of  them  by  the  Sea  and  Land  OfHcers  in  their  Re- 
port now  on  the  table  of  this  Houfe,  as  expedient  for  the  defence 
of  our  dock-yards  j  and  for  the  erefiing  fuch  bomb-proofs  and 
cafemates  within  the  faid  dock-yards  as  Ihall  be  judged  mod 
immediately  necefiary,  as  well  as  mod  eiFe^tual  for  preferving  ' 

ammunition,  provinons,  and  ftores,  from  the  fudden  irruption 
of  an  enemy.  And  aifo  for  creeling  certain  pods,  and  eftablilh- 
ing  certain  ftations  for  ilgnals,  as  recommended  in  the  fame 
Jleport." 

Mr.  Rofd  faid,  this  was  not  a  proper  time  to  move  fuch  re-  Mr.  Rofe, 
commitment,  unlefs  for  the  purpofe  of  diminifhing  the  amount 
of  the  fum  now  reported. 

Mr.  Sloper  and  Lord  Maitland  infilled,  that  the  Hon.  Baronet  Mr.  sioper. 
was  founded  in  his  Motion  to  recommit  the  R.eport.  i3°j_     ^'^' 

The  Speaker  alledged,  that  the  Houfe  was  afked  from  the  TheSpeake* 
the  Crown  for  the  value  of  the  Ordnance  Eftimates ;  that  it 
was  the  right  of  Parliament  to  reje61:  in  ioto,  or  to  diminifh  the 
fum  applied  for  by  Government.  But  that  upon  a  Report  of 
money  granted,  as  in  the  prefent  cafe,  nothing  but  an  intention 
of  refufmg  or  diminifhing  the  fum  already  granted,  which  he 
did  not  apprehend,  and  which  indeed  he  faw  by  the  Motion 
which  had  been  dated  to  be  no  part  of  the  Hon.  Baronet's  in- 
tention, could  juftify  the  prefent  recommitment  of  the  Report  j 
upon  which  the  bufinefs  dropped. 


Thurfday^  March  9. 

East-India     Papers. 

Mr.  Francis,  at  the  defire  of  Mr,  Burke,  who  was  abfent,  Mr.FrancIs. 
moved  for  the  printing  of  a  certain  feledion  of  the  papers  that 
had  been  laid  on  the  table,  on  the  Motion  of  that  Gentleman, 
for  the  purpofe  of  grounding  a  charge  againft  Mr.  Haftings. 
Thefe  particular  papers,  he  faid,  appeared  to  his  Right  Hon. 
Friend  to  be  more  immediately  necefiary  towards  the  profecu- 

tion ; 
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tion;  but  left,  from  the  making  of  this  feleclion  it  fhould  be 
fuppofed,  that  there  was  no  intention  of  making  ufe  of  any  of 
the  remainder,  he  defired  it  to  be  underftood,  that  it  was  his 
Right  Hon.  Friend's  intention  to  avail  himfelf  of  the  whole  of 
the  evidence  to  be  derived  frora  all  the  papers,  as  well  of  thofe 
that  were  not  to  be  printed,  as  of  thofe  that  were. 
^f. W.Pitt,      qfhe  Chancellor  of  the  Exihequcr  feemed  inclined  to  wifh,  that 
all  the  papers  {hould  be  printed,  as  it  would  take  up  more  time 
for  the  Houfe  to  make  the   feleclion  than  the  printing  of  the 
whole  ;  but,  upon  refleclion,  he  fuggefted,    that  the  Motion 
made  by  the  Hon.  Gentleman  might  be  fuffered  to  pafs  without 
further  enquiry  ;  but,  at  the  fame  time,  recommended  it  to  fome 
friend  of  Mr.  Haftings,  to  move  for  the  printing  of  fuch  part  of 
the  papers,  as  he  thought  immediately  ncceflary  to  the  defeiics 
of  that  Gentleman. 
^iiiorScott,     Major  Bcott  faid,  that  the  Hon.  Gentleman,  who  made  the 
Motion,  had  himfelf  been  fo  candid  as  to  fuggeft  to  him  the 
very  fame  advice  that  had  been  juft  given  by  the  Chancellor  of 
the  Exchequer,  which  he  ftiould  certainly  follow,  and  for  that 
purpofe  would  look  over  the  papers  ;  and  he  wifhed,  that  the 
papers  he  meant  to  have  printed,  fliould  follow  thofe  moved  by 
the  Hon.  Gentleman  as  immediately  as  poflible,  to  prevent  the 
imprefEon  that  might  be  made  on  people's  minds,  by  reading 
one  part  of  the  papers  without  having  the  others  to  anfwer 
him. 

Mr.  Francis's  Motion  was  carried. 

Extension  of  Mr.  Crew's  Bill. 
Mr.  Mar-  Mr.  Marjham  rofe,  in  purfuance  of  the  notice  he  had  given, 
to  move  for  leave  to  bring  in  a  Bill  for  extending  the  provifions 
of  an  A6t,  introduced  into  that  Houfe  by  an  Hon.  friend  of  his, 
(Mr.  Crew,)  for  fecuring  the  freedom  of  ele<51:ions,  by  depriving 
perfons  employed  in  certain  offices,  as  the  Cuftoms^  Excife,  Poft 
and  Stamp  Offices,  of  the  right  of  voting  to  the  civil  branches 
of  the  Navy  and  Ordnance  Offices.  He  underftood,  that  fomq 
people  imagined  he  had  intended  to  include  the  Officers  of  the 

Arm.y 
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Army  and  Navy  in  his  Bil],  but  no  fach  idea  had  ever  entered 
his  mind,  nor,  he  fuppofed,  that  of  any  other  Member  of  the 
Houfe.  He  faid,  there  had  fo  much  benefit  refulted  from  the 
former  Bill,  and  that  which  he  propcfed  to  bring  in  was  fo  ex- 
a«5lly  fimilar  to  it  in  principle,  that  he  thought  tliere  was  no  fort 
of  necefiity  for  him  to  fay  any  thing  in  fupport  of  his  Motion. 

Ke  then  moved,  "  for  leave  to  bring  in  a  Bill  for  fecuring 
the  freedom  of  election,  by  excluding  perfons  holding  places  in 
the  Navy  and  Ordnance  OfEces  from  voting  as  ele6lors." 

Mr.  Honeywood  W\6,  that  many  of  his  conft-ituents  feeing  and  Mr,  Honey- 
feeling  the  good  confequences  of  Mr.  Crev/'s  A61,  which  were  ^° 
particularly  ccnfpicuous  in  his  part  of  the  country,  had  expreiTed 
a  wifh  to  fee  it  extended  in  the  manner  propofed  by  his  Hon. 
Friend ;  for  which  reafon,  as  well  as  from  his  own  conviilior^ 
of  its  propriety,  he  would  fecond  the  Motion. 

It  was  accprdingly  put  and  carried. 

Friday,  IVlarch  lO. 
Militia, 
The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  rofe  to  corre£l  an  inaccuracy  Mr,^,pjtt^ 
of  language  in  one  of  the  claufes;  and  faid,  he  fhould  take  that 
opportunity  of  delivering  his  fentiments  at  large  upon  the  gene- 
ral fubjed  of  the  Bill.     It  had  been  attempted  to  caft  an  imputa- 
tion on  him  as  hoftiie  to  the  inftitution  of  the  Militia,  becaufe, 
when  an  Hon.  Gentleman  had  applied  to  him  for  his  opinion  re- 
lative to  one  part  of  its  regulation,  he  had  declined  at  the  mo- 
ment to  give  an  anfwer,  wifhing  to  fufpend  his  judgment  until 
he  had  the  advantage  of  hearing  the  arguments  of  thofe  Gentle- 
men, who,  from  their  being  perfonally  intereiled  in  the  fervice, 
were  mofl  competent  to  the  decifion.     The  injuftice  of  fuch  a 
mifreprefentation  of  his  principles  was  fo  glaring,  as  fcarcely  to 
require  an  anfwer ;  for  he  had  not  given  the  fmalleft  opportu- 
nity to  any  Gentleman  to  fay,  that  he  had  exprefTed  a  doubt  of 
the  beixefits  and  valuable  tendency  of  the  Militia  itfelf;  he  had 

1  ^"^y 
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cnly  hefitatcd  to  confider,  whether,  by  a  material  faving  to  the 
public,  the  Militia  could  be  made  equally  beneficial  to  what  it 
had  been  on  its  former  eftabllfliment ;  with  a  view,  as  much  as 
poffible,  to  reconcile  that  great  conftitutional  defence  of  the 
kingdom,  (which  no  man  could  value  higher  than  he  did,  though 
he  was  certain  every  man  in  that  Houfe  muft  prize  it  moft 
highly,)  to  the  principles  and  pra6lice  of  ceconomy.  He  had 
made  every  enquiry  in  his  power  upon  the  fubjedt,  from  Gen- 
tlemen better  qualified  than  he  could  be,  how  to  accomplifh  fo 
defirable  an  objecfl: ;  and  he  found,  that  it  was  the  general  opi- 
nion, that  the  Militia  ought  to  be  called  out  every  year.  Still, 
notwithTlanding  their  being  annually  embodied,  a  confiderable 
faving  might  be  effe6Led  without  any  danger,  as  he  apprehend- 
ed and  had  been  advifed,  to  the  fervice.  Still,  if  it  appeared  to 
Gentlem>en,  m.any  of  whom  were  more  capable  of  "confidering 
it  in  a  military  point  of  view  than  he  was,  that  the  mode  he 
fbould  fugged:  would  be  a  means  of  rendering  the  Militia  lefs 
effective  as  a  national  defence,  he  would  cheerfully  give  up  his 
opinion  :  for  however  anxious  he  was  on  all  o^cafions  to  fpare 
the  public  purfe,  yet  he  would  never  confent  to  ftarve  fo  va- 
luable and  fo  neceflary  a  part  of  the  public  fervice.  It  was  al- 
ways ufual  to  keep  the  feveral  regular  regiments  confiderably 
under  their  eftablifhment  in  time  of  peace,  becaufe,  by  fo  do- 
ing, the  army  might  be  increafed  in  time  of  war  without  add- 
ing to  the  number  of  the  regiments,  by  filling  them  up  to  their 
full  complement  of  men,  which  was  certainly  the  moft  oecono- 
mical  management  that  could  be  adopted  confiftent  with  pru- 
dence and  good  policy ;  as  it  was  more  eafy  to  make  foldiers,  than 
commiflioned,  and  more  efpecially  non-commiflioned  officers ; 
and,  in  confequencc  of  this  mode  being  adopted,  the  regular  re- 
giments had  never  in  time  of  peace  above  two-thirds  of  their 
eftablifhment  complete. — He  propofed,  that  the  fame  principle 
ihould  be  applied  to  the  Militia ;  that  the  v/hole  number  of 
men  ftiould  be  ballotted  for  and  enrolled,  but  that  only  two- 
ihirds  of  them  fhould  be  employed.     Thofc  that  were  to  be  h, 

beiny; 
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being  appointed  for  the  a£lual  duty,  and  to  continue  fo  during 
the  whole  period  of  tlieir  fervice,  by  which  means  one-third  of 
the  expence  of  their  pay  would  be  faved,  dedudting  only  fo 
much  as  would  neceffarily  go  to  defray  the  expence  of  the  an- 
nual mufter,  which  would  not  amount,  however,  to  above  one 
thoufand  pounds.  There  would,  befides,  be  a  further  faving 
of  one-third  in  the  article  of  clothing,  which  two  favings 
would  amount  to  about  forty  thoufand  pounds ;  a  fum  of  too 
great  confequence  to  be  thought  lightly  of.  Still,  he  faid,  he 
was  liable  to  alter  his  opinion,  if  he  found  the  general  fenfe  of 
the  Gentlemen  who  had  made  the  bufmefs  their  particular 
ftudy ;  and  if  the  exempting  one-third  of  the  privates  from  the 
annual  exercife  fhould  be  thought  by  them  likely  to  render  the 
Militia  lefs  ferviceable  than  it  otherwife  would  be,  he  fhould 
moft  willingly  refign  his  opinion,  and  regret,  that  for  the  pre- 
fent,  he  could  only  accomplifli  one  of  thofe  two  moft  defirable 
obje^ls,  the  faving  of  the  public  treafure,  and  the  promoting 
the  beft  conftitutional  defence  of  the  kingdom — the  Militia. 

Mr.  Pye  rofe,  and  addrefled  the  Houfe  as  follows  :  Mr.  Pye. 

Unequal  as  I  may  feel  myfelf  to  bring  forward  fo  great  a  na- 
tional meafure  as  the  regulating  the  Militia,  I  truft  to  the  can- 
dour and  indulgence  of  the  Houfe  ;  my  greateft  fear  is,  that  an 
inftitution  fo  eflential  to  our  conftitutionai  defence,  fhould  fuffer 
from  the  parliamentary  inexperience  of  its  propofer. 

Fixed  as  I  am  in  my  opinion,  that  the  annual  exercife  is  ab- 
folutely  elTential,  I  concur  in  the  reduction  of  one-third  of  the 
number,  as  propofed  by  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  as 
there  will  not  be  a  great  difference  between  an  efficient  two- 
thirds  and  a  defective  whole  ;  but  I  muft  flate  on  this  account, 
the  faving  cannot  be  confidered  as  exadtly  one-third  of  the 
whole ;  for  the  regiments,  on  their  prefent  efrablifhment,  are 
never  compleat,  efpecially  thofe  of  the  maritime  counties  ;  and 
the  pay  of  the  deficient  men  is,  or  ought  to  be,  returned  to  the 
Treafury ;  but,  however,  it  will  fecure  what  faving  there  is  to 
the  public,  and  afoertain  exactly  what  it  amounts  to.     Some 
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Gentlemen  have  thought  the  annual  exercife  ufelefs,  and  that 
a  Militia  fhould  only  be  called  out  in  the  hour  of  danger.  Do 
thofe  Gentlemen  recolleta,  that  we  had  fuch  a  Militia  confifting 
of  200,000  men,  when  5000  mountaineers  penetrated  within 
two  days  march  of  the  capital,  and  had  they  been  joined  by 
their  adherents  in  England,  might  have  fubverted  the  conftitu- 
tion  ?  that  we  had  fuch  a  Militia  when,  to  the  eternal  difgrace 
of  this  country,  we  had  12,000  Germans  called  over  to  defend 
two  millions  of  Britains  ?  Sir,  from  this  humiliating  flate  we 
were  refcued  by  a  patriot  Minifter,  who,  defpifmg  the  narrow 
politics  of  his  predecefTors,  formed  this  conftitutional  army  of 
Englillimen,  and  trufted  the  command  of  it  to  the  independent 
Gentlemen  of  the  country ;  and  I  hope  the  inflitution  will  con- 
tinue to  be  coeval  with  that  free  conftitution,  which  it  is  fo  fin- 
gularly  calculated  to  defend. 

Mr.Rolk.  Mr.  Rolle  made  many  panegyrics  on  the  inflitution  of  the 
Militia,  but  thought  the  annual  embodying  of  them  was  a  pre- 
judice to  the  morals  of  the  people,  as  it  gave  them  habits  of  de- 
bauchery and  idlenefs,  and  they  were  dilTatisfied  when  they  re- 
turned to  their  wives  and  families,  and  confcquently  became 
much  worfe  members  of  fociety. 

Col.  Or-  Col.  Orchard  defended  the  Militia  from  the  charge  brought 

^''"^  '  againft  it  by  the  Hon.  Gentleman  of  injuring  the  morals  of  the 
people ;  and  faid,  that  it  appeared  the  more  extraordinary,  as 
his  Hon.  Friend  had  once  confented  to  take  a  command  in  the 
fervice  himfelf. 

Mr. Rolle.  Mr.  Rolle  faid,  that  his  Flon.  Friend  had  miftaken  him;  he 
had  indeed  offered,  when  the  enemy  was  expeded  on  the  coaft 
of  Devonfhire,  to  go  down  and  raife  five  hundred  men ;  but 
iipon  his  honour,  he  had  never  offered  to  go  into  the  Militia. 

Col.  Or-          Col.  Orchard  replied,  that  upon  his  honour,  he  thought  he  had 

^^^^  '         made  fuch  an  offer. 

Mr.  Ycung.  Mr.  Toung  fpoke  in  favour  of  annually  embodying  the  Militia, 
that  Gentlemen  might  know  their  neighbours,  and  be  able  to 
inform  themfelves  of  their  characters,  as  to  who  were  poachers, 

drunkards. 
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drunkards,  or  quarrelfome,  and  alfo  for  the  purpofe  of  render- 
ing the  corps  more  ferviceable. 

Sir  Edward  Jjlley  fpoke  in  favour  of  the  general  inftitution,  ^^g^''^"^'"* 
but  complained  of  many  parts  of  the  regulations  of  the  Militia, 
and  thought  it  ought  to  be  made  as  palatable  as  poilible  to  the 
people.  Sir  Edward  faid,  he  thought  28  days  too  fhort  a  pe- 
riod of  time  for  the  Militia  to  be  trained  and  exercifed  with  any 
efFe£t.  Ke  would  therefore  mention  a  propofal  that  appeared  to 
him  more  likely  to  prove  generally  ufeful,  and  that  was,  that 
inftead  of  five,  the  Militia  fhould  be  ballotted  for  four  years 
only,  and  that  they  ftiould  be  trained  and  exercifed  for  two 
months  together  in  every  fecoiid  year.  Sir  Edward  prefaced 
his  fpeech  with  faying,  that  when  he  rofe  to  fpeak  as  a  Mem- 
ber of  Parliament  upon  the  fubjecl  of  the  Militia,  or  any  other 
topic,  he  confidered  himfelf  as  entitled  to  fpeak  his  free  fenti- 
ments  j  and  that  he  was  dealt  unfairly  by,  if,  becaufe  he  dif- 
agreed  with  any  propofition  fuggefted  as  a  regulation  of  the 
Militia,  he  was  deemed  an  enemy  to  the  inftitution.  Ke  had 
ever  been  a  warm  friend  to  the  Militia,  and  had  formerly  had 
the  honour  to  ferve  in  it. 

Captain  Berkeley  apologized  for  troubling  the  Houfe  on  a  Captain 
queftion  fo  remote  from  the  line   of  his  fervice  ;  but  he  only  ^^''^^^^^ 
Tofe  to  fay,  that  a  relation  of  his  [his  brother.  Lord  Berkeleyl 
whom  no  perfon  could  pretend  to  think  the  worft  officer  in  the 
fervice,    had  been  confulted  on  the  fubje6l,  and  had  entirely 
coincided  in  opinion  with  the  Chiincellor  of  the  Exchequer. 

Mr.  Drake  profefTed  himfelf  a  friend  to  the  Militia,  as  the  MnDrak?, 
natural  and  conftitutional  defence  of  the  country ;  but  faid,  he 
confidered  the  Gentlemen  who  had  dedicated  their  time  with- 
out doors  to  modifying  and  digefting  the  Bill,  as  delegates  from 
the  meeting  that  had  fo  laudably  turned  their  attention  to  an 
objedt  of  great  national  importance,  and  therefore  he  fhould 
bow  to  their  authority.  The  Gentlemen  of  that  defcription 
had  fignified  their  approbation  of  the  propofal  of  the  Ricrht 
Mqix,  Gentleman,  who  fo  excellently  managed  the  finances  of 

the 
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the  kingdom,  and  their  fancElion  v/as  a  fufficlent  reafon  for  him 
to  vote  for  it.     As  to  the  objedion  ftarted  by  an  Hon.  and  re- 
'        fpedtable  Gentleman,  that  calling  out  the  Militia  was  injurious 
to  the  morals  of  the  men,  he  faid,  he  had  not  ftudied  the  diftinc- 
tion  between  civil  and  military  morals ;  if  he  had,  the   con- 
fideration  would  probably  have  given  birth  to  fome  florid  ideas, 
but  perhaps  it  was  as  well  that  he  had  not.     Mr.  Drake  ob- 
ferved,  that  to  reconcile  public  fervice  with  public  oeconomy, 
■was  the  great  end   of  every  good  government ;  he  gave  the 
Right  Hon.  Gentleman  at  the  head  of  the  Exchequer  full  cre- 
dit, therefore,  for  the  middle  line  of  conduft  that  he  had  point- 
ed out  between  expence  and  utility,  and  fhould  vote  for  the 
amendment. 
Sir  John         Sir  John  Miller  faid,  he  rofe  to  declare  himfelf  a  ftrenuous 
friend  to  the  Militia ;  he  admired  the  inftitution,  he  acknow- 
ledged its  utility,  and  hoped  the   country  would  never  be  de- 
prived of  fo  conftitutional  a  defence.     With  regard  to  the  pre- 
fent  Bill,  he  relied  chiefly  on  the  abilities  and  experience  of  thofe 
who  had  prepared  it,  and  from  confidence  in  their  judgment 
and  zeal,  would  give  it  his  fupport.     Sir  John  faid,  "  The 
fword,    to  which  alone    all  human   ordinances  muft   fubmit, 
fhould,  in  a  free  country,  be  placed  only  in  the  hands  of  thofe 
who  had  property  as  well  as  liberty  to  preferve  and  defend." 
With  regard  to  Great-Britain,  the  root  of  our  power  ofFenfive 
and  defenfive  lay  almoft  exclufively  in  our  Navy  and  our  Militia ; 
they  were  both  therefore  great  national  objeiSls,  and  ought  to 
be  cherifhed  and  encouraged  by  the  Houfe.     He  traced  the  ori- 
gin of  the  Militia  from  the  reign  of  Alfred  to  the  prefent  pe- 
riod.    That  great  and  wife  prince,  he  faid,  by  the  aid  of  his 
Militia,   defeated  a  powerful  invafion  headed  by  Haftings,  a 
warlike  Dane.     Henry  the  Second,  to  guard  againft  external 
infult,  and  to  provide   for  internal  fecurity,  fixed  an  ajfi%e  of 
arms^  in  conformity  to  which  every  fubjeft  was  to  be  armed 
and  difciplined.     The  Militia  of  England  in  the  time  of  Queen 
,  Elizabeth  amounted  to  140,000  fighting  menj   befides  what 
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Wales  could  fupply,  who  were  all  ready  to  receive  and  to  enter^ 
tain   the  contents  of  the  Spanifh   Armada.      In  the  reign  of 
James  I.  the  Militia  of  England  confifted  of  160,000  fighting 
men,  all  well  armed   and  well  difciplined  j  and  this  at  a  tim^ 
when  Sir  Edward  Coke  faid  in  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  that 
being  employed,  together  with  Popham,  Chief  Juftice,  to  take 
a  furvcy  of  all  the  people  of  England,  they  found  them  to  be 
900,000  of  all  forts,  [See  Journals,  25th  April,  1761.]     The 
civil  war  between  Charles  I.  and  the  Parliament,  Sir  John  de- 
clared, difFufed  the  ancient  military  fpirit  through   the  whole 
body  of   the  people  ;  and  it  was   notorious,    that  the  Britifh 
name  and  Britifh  glory  wer6  never  more  brilliant  and  more  re- 
vered than  under  Cromwell.     Charles  II.  he  faid,  imported  at 
the  Reftoration  vice,  profligacy,  and  debauchery.    The  military 
fpirit  of  the  nation  was  then  loft.     He  diftrufted  the  Militia. 
Brought  up  in  arbitrary  principles,  he  fuftered   the  inftitution 
gradually  to  decay,  and  fubftituted  guards  and  garrifons,  con- 
Ming  at  firft  of  5000,  and  afterwards  of  8000  men,  in  their 
room.     James  II.  difarmed  the  Militia,  and  fubftituted  an  army 
of  30,000  men,   declaring  to  his  Parliament,  "  that  he  had 
found   the  Militia  unferviceable  by  experience,"  and  infifting 
upon  fupplies  to  fupport  his  increafed  military  eftablifliment. 
The  fubfequent  reigns  of  William  and  Anne  were  diftinguifti- 
ed  only  by  wars  abroad  and  faiSlions  at  home ;  many  attempts 
were  afterwards  made  to  revive  a  national  Militia,  but  in  vain  ; 
till  that  great  and  ever-to-be-revered  Minifter  laid  the  (o  long- 
wiflied-for  foundation,  upon  which  we  were.  Sir  John  faid,  he 
trufted,  with  the  aid  of  his  fucceflbr  in  name,  virtues,  talents, 
and  fituation,  to  raife  a  fuitable  fuperftrudure.     Sir  John  de- 
clared, he  felt  fhame  and  mortification  at  our  being  occafional- 
ly  obliged  to  ifnport  foreign  mercenaries  for  the  defence  of  our 
commerce  and  conftitution,  our  liberties,  our  properties,  and 
even  our  capitol  itfelf.     He  added  various  other  pertinent  re- 
marks and  obfervations,  and  aftlired  the  Houfe,  that  when  a  fit 
opportunity  offered  for  his  ftating  his  fentlments  refpe6ling  the 
Vol.  I.  Dd  lately 
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lately  exploded  lyftem  of  fortiucation,  he  would  explain  himfelf 
fully  on  that  lubje^t.  With  regard  to  the  prefentBill,  Sir  John 
faid,  he  hoped  the  Houfe  would  go  literally  into  the  comple- 
tion of  it,  and  give  thofe  who  had  brought  it  forward  full 
praife  and  ample  aid,  fo  as  to  render  the  Militia  an  honourable, 
an  ufefiil,  and,  as  far  as  might  he  confjient  with  their  efficiency^ 
an  oeconomical  fafeguard  to  die  country.  He  concluded  with 
declaring,  that  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  to  call 
out  two-thirds  of  the  Militia  annually,  had  his  full  appro- 
bation. 

After  fome  farther  converfation,  the  propofal  of  the  Chan- 
cellor of  the  Exchequer  was  adopted,  and  the  Committee  filled 
up  the  blanks  of  the  fucceeding  claufes  of  the  Bill. 


Monday^  March  13. 

Call  of  the  House. 

Mr.FrancIs.  Mr.  Francis  faid,  he  rofe  to  make  a  very  fhort  motion  on 
very  ftrong  ground.  That  the  determination  of  various  mea- 
fures  of  effential  importance  to  this  nation  was  noy/  approach- 
ing, which  it  would  be  very  improper  to  agitate  or  conclude, 
without  having  taken  every  previous  ftep  poffible  to  colled  the 
ienfe  of  the  nation  concerning  them.  The  impeachment  of 
Mr.  Haflings  Vv'as  an  objecl  of  great  public  intereft  and  con- 
cern. The  plan,  of  which  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer 
had  given  fome  intimation,  for  applying  the  exifting  furplufles 
of  revenue  to  the  difcliarge  of  the  public  debt,  was  a  matter  of 
great  national  importance.  Eut  above  ail  the  reft,  the  decla- 
ration made  by  a  learned  Gentleman  (Mr.  Dundas)  of  his  in- 
tention to  explain  and  amend  the  India  Bill  of  17.84,  demanded 
the  fpecial  attention  of  the  public,  and  called  for  the  attendance 
of  all  the  Reprefentatives  of  the  people.  A  law  by  which  an 
efl'ential  change  was  made  in  the  criminal  jurifprudence  of  this 
kingdom,  which  introduced  new  and  dangerous  principles  into 

the 
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the  laws,  and  even  Into  the  manners  of  the  people  ;  which  fub- 
ftituted  a  trial  by  a  high  commiiTion  and  inquifition,  in  the  place 
of  the  ancient  judicatures  and  forms  of  trial  by  a  jury  and  by 
the  country  ;  and  which  did  therefore  avov^'edly  invade  <\vA  al- 
ter the  conilitution  of  England,  was  now  to  be  revifed.  If  on 
fuch  a  reviuon  fuch  a  law  was  confirmed,  it  would  take  root 
in  the  conftitution,  and  might  never  be  extirpated;  that  the 
firft  difcuffion  of  this  law  in  1784  had  paffed  in  very  thin 
Houfes ;  that  there  never  was  a  fubje6l  that  more  earneftly 
called  for  the  attention  of  Parliament — the  public  would  never 
be  fatisfied  to  fee  fuch  a  law  confirmed  by  a  thin  Houfe  of 
Commons.  For  thefe  and  many  fimilar  reafons,  Mr.  Francis 
moved,  that  the  Houfe  might  be  called  over  on  this  day  fort- 
night. 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  had  no  manner  of  objection  Mr.W.PItt. 
to  a  call  of  the  Houfe,  and  particularly  on  account  of  the  pro- 
ceeding againft  Mr.  Haftings ;  for  as  to  the  other  two  reafons 
offered  by  the  Hon.  Gentleman,  he  did  not  think  they  had  fuf- 
ficient  weight,  if  unfupported  by  the  third.  As  to  his  propo- 
fal  with  refpe6l  to  the  finances,  it  was  no  new  thing,  but  one 
of  which  notice  had  been  given  in  the  earlier  part  of  the  laft 
feffions ;  nor  fhould  he  by  any  means  be  fatisfied  to  put  ofF  that 
or  any  bufinefs  of  real  importance,  in  order  to  wait  for  the  rule 
of  the  Houfe,  agreeable  to  the  Hon.  Gentleman's  motion  :  and 
he  believed  he  could  make  it  appear  to  the  Houfe,  that  it  would 
be  highly  improper  to  lofe  any  time  in  bringing  that  bufinefs 
forward  as  foon  as  it  could  poffibly  be  in  a  jftate  of  readinefs. 
As  to  the  motion  that  had  been  given  by  his  Right  rion.  and 
Learned  Friend,  it  appeared  rather  fingular,  that  the  Hon. 
Gentleman  fhould  think  a  call  of  the  Houfe  neceflary,  to  prepare 
the  way  for  a  motion  to  bring  in  a  Bill  to  amend  and  explain 
an  A6t  that  had  been  pafied  but  two  feffions  ago,  Vw-hen  the 
fame  Hon.  Gentleman  had  brought  on  a  motion  for  the  total 
repeal  of  that  A(3:,  without  thinkmg  a  call  of  the  Houfe  necef- 
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fliry,  or  without  even  taking  the  fenfe  of  the  Houfe  by  a  di- 
vifion. 

Mr.Fiancis.  My.  Francis  replied,  that  there  was  a  material  difference  be- 
tween his  motion,  and  that  of  which  the  Right  Hoji.  Gentle- 
man had  given  notice;  his  was  for  a  total  repeal  of  an  obnoxious 
ASt,  whereas  the  Right  Hon.  Gentleman's  was  to  eftablifti  and 
confirm  it. 

Mr.W.Pitt.  The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  admitted,  that  there  was  in- 
deed a  wide  difference  between  the  obje6ls  of  the  two  Hon. 
Gentlemen ;  the  one  only  propofed  to  modify  and  amend  a  law  of 
regulation,  the  other  intirely  to  do  away  and  deflroy  the  whole 
fyftem. 

Mr.  Fox.  Mr.  Fox  contended  for  the  neceflity  of  giving  every  degree 
of  folemnity  to  the  fubje6l  of  the  Eaft-India  Bill.  It  had  been 
faid,  that  many  letters  had  come  from  India,  expreffive  of  the 
fatisfaclion  of  certain  individuals  in  the  plan  of  regulation 
lately  adopted.  He  admitted  that  fuch  letters  had  been  re- 
ceived, but  it  was  a  fubjedl  worth  inquiring  into,  whether  thofe 
very  letters  did  not  contain  as  fl:rong  arguments  in  favour  of  a 
repeal  of  that  plan,  as  thofe  that  came  from  its  moft  deter- 
mined opponents ;  for  the  writers  of  them  all  ftated,  that 
though  they  were  themfelves  fatisfied  with  the  Aft,  and  were 
willing  to  acquiefce  and  comply  with  it,  yet  they  feared  they 
fhould  be  abfolutely  under  a  neceflity  of  joining  in  the  genera^ 
complaints  that  fo  powerfully  prevailed  againft  it.  He  fhould 
not  at  prefent,  he  faid,  argue  how  far,  or  whether  at  all  fuch  a 
confideration  ought  to  weigh  with  the  Houfe,  but  would  take 
it  up  when  the  Right  Hon.  and  Learned  Gentleman  brought  on 
his  motion. — He  regretted  that  he  had  not  been  prefent  in  the 
Committee  on  the  Shop  Tax,  and  declared,  that  the  modifica- 
tions that  tax  had  undergone,  had  by  no  means  given  fatisfac- 
tion  to  the  metropolis,  except  in  this,  that  being  in  fome  in- 
ftances  extenuated,  it  was  therefore  fo  far  the  lefs  oppreflive. 
He  took  this  opportunity  of  giving  notice,  that  he  would,  on 
Friday  next,  move  for  certain  papers  relating  to  the  Mahratta 
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treaty,  which  were  a  part  of  thofe  that  the  Houfc  had  declined 
to  afk  for  on  the  motion  of  his  Hon.  Friend,  under  the  plea  of 
expediency  ; — -jiot  only  for  the  fake,  or  in  the  hope  of  obtaining 
the  papers,  but  in  order  that  he  might  feel  the  Iloufe  upon  the 
queftion,  in  order  to  judge  whether  it  was  willing  to  adopt  the 
do6lrine  that  had  been  attempted  to  be  inforced,  that  no  ftate 
papers  fhould  ever  be  afked  for,  as  long  as  hisMajefly's  Minifters 
would  take  upon  themfelves  to  objedl  to  their  produflion,  left 
they  fhould  betray  fecrets  dangerous  to  the  public  ;  a  doflrine 
that  muft  completely  undermine  and  annihilate  tiie  whole  fyflem 
of  the  refponfibllity  of  Minifters. 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  faid,  that  he  fhould  not  give  Mr.W.Pitt. 
any  anfwer  to  the  Right  Hon.  Gentleman's  doubts,  whether  it 
was  the  intention  of  the  Houfe,  or  of  Minifters,  entirely  to 
abolifti  all  refponfibiiity.  He  fliouW,  however,  meet  the  Right 
Hon.  Gentleman  on  the  queftion  when  he  brought  it  forward, 
and  fhould  be  prepared  to  anfwer  the  inveilive  and  mifrcprc-  , 

fentation  that  might  be  expelled  on  that  occafion  :  yet  he  hoped 
that  the  Right  Hon.  Gentleman  would  not  in  future  make  it  a 
practice,  to  call  upon  the  Houfe  to  reconfider  and  redebate  that 
which  they  had  fo  recently  confidered  and  debated,  and  that 
merely,  as  he  had  faid,  for  the  fake  of  experiment.  He  thought 
it  neceflary  that  the  Houfe  fhould  be  informed,  when  the  bufi- 
nefs  that  required  the  folemnity  of  a  call  of  the  Houfe  was  like- 
ly to  come  on,  in  order  that  they  might  appoint  the  call,  fo  as 
to  give  operation  and  efFect. 

Mr.  Burke  faid,  that  he  had  trifled  very  little  with  the  Houfe j  Mr.  Burke, 
that  he  had  been  employed  with  the  moft  unremitting  diligence 
in  arranging  the  materials,  and  procuring  information  for  his 
intended  profecution  :  and  he  believed  no  Gentleman  could 
think,  that  an  inveftigation  of  the  mal-adminiftration  of  India 
for  fourteen  years  was  a  light  or  eafy  tafk. — He  fhould  on  that 
day  fortnight  be  able  to  move  for  a  Committee  to  ejfamine  and 
report  upon  the  papers  that  had  been  laid  upon  the  table,  and 
fhould  alfo  move  for  certain  witnefics  to  be  examined  at  the 
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bar,  from  whom  he  expected  the  Houfe  would   meet  with  as 
much  information  as  they  could  obtain  from  the  papers. 

Mr.W.Pitt.  The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  finding  that  the  Right  Hon. 
Gentleman  had  fixed  a  time  for  proceedmg  to  his  charge, 
thought  that  that  time  was  the  propereft  for  the  call  of  the 
Houfe  ;  he  fhould  therefore  move  an  amendment  to  the  motion, 
"  that  inftead  of  to-morrow  fortnight,  the  w^ords  to-morrow 
three  weeks  be  inferted,"  which  amendment  was  carried  with- 
out a  civifion. 

Mr.  Fox.  Mr.  Fox  gave  notice,  that  he  would  on  Friday  next  bring 
his  motion  for  the  India  papers  before  the  Houfe,  in  fome  fhape 
or  other. 

M  I  L  I  T  I  A     Bill. 

The  order  of  the  day  being  read  for  refuming  the  Committee 
on  the  Militia  Bill, 

Mr.joilifi'e.  Mr.  yoUijfe  rofe  to  make  fbme  objedlions  againfl  preffing  it 
forwards  too  fpeedily. 

Mr.  pye.         Mr.  Pyc  ttien  rofe,  and  fpoke  as  follows  : 

It  is  neither  the  wifii  of  myfelf,  or  thofe  Gentlemen  with 
whom  I  have  the  honour  to  a£l,  to  prefs  this  Bill  haftily  through 
the  Houfe,  or  to  carry  it  at  all  againfl  the  fentiments  of  the 
country  in  general.  If  the  fpirit  of  the  nation  is  averfe,  or 
even  indifferent  to  the  Militia  Law,  it  never  can  be  carried 
into  execution.  Ic  is  impoiTxble  to  force  refpccfable  officers  in- 
to the  I'ervice,  they  muft  be  ftridly  volunteers  ;  and  without 
refpettable  oiiicers,  partial  as  I  am  to  the  Aiilitia  Law,  I  al- 
low it  v/ih  be  not  only  a  ufelefs  but  a  dangerous  inftitution. 
The  Kon.  Gentitman  may  therefore  refl  ailured,  that  the  moft 
fanguine  friends  of  the  Militia  have  no  intention  to  force  the 
meafjre  on  the  public,  unlefs  it  meet  in  general,  as  I  am  con- 
fident it  does,  with  the  warmeft  approbation  from  the  people 
without  doors. 

Mr.Rolle.  Mr.  i^o//^  faid,  that  as  many  Gentlemen  had  gone  into  the 
couiitry  to  attend  the  grand  juiies  of  their  feveral  counties,  he 
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fliould  have  oppofed  going  into  the  Committee,  left  It  fhould  be 
hurried  on  without  giving  theni  an  opportunity  of  informino- 
:,  themfelves  of  its  contents  and  tendency  ;  but  the  promife  of  de- 
laying it  that  had  been  made,  had  fully  fatisfied  him. 

The  Houfe  then  refolved  itfelf  into  a  Committee,  and  filled 
up  the  remaining  blanks  of  the  Bill. 


Tbu7'fday,  March  16. 
Mutiny     Bill. 

A  converfatlon  took  place  on  bringing  up  the  Report  of  the 
Committee  on  the  Mutiny  Bill,  rcfpecling  the  new  claufe  for 
fubje6ling  officers  by  brevet  receiving  no  pay,  who  fliould  be 
in  command,  to  be  tried  by  a  court  martial. 

It  was  begun  by    Col.    Fitzpatrick^  who  uefired  to   knowCo!- Fitzpa- 
upon  what  principle  of  neceflity  or  propriety  that  claufe  was 
founded  ?  , 

Thz  Secretary  at  JVar  tx^XzAntd,,  that  it  was  poffible  for  an  Sir  George 
officer  by  brevet,  who  had  no  pay,  to  be  in  command;  and^'^'^^'^' 
that  it  had  been  thought  right  that  officers  lb  circumftanced, 
fhould  be  liable  to  be  tried  by  a  court  martial  for  their  conduit 
while  in  command.  ^ 

This  anfwer  did  not  give  Mr.  Fit-patrick  flitisfaction.  He 
declared,  unlefs  fome  cafe  could  be  ftatcd  to  the  Houfe  of  the 
kind  in  queftion,  he  fhould  think  it  fcarcely  poffible  for  fuch  a 
cafe  to  happen,  and  therefore  he  faw  no  ufc  in  introducing  fuch 
a  novelty  into  the  Mutiny  Bill, 

The  Secretary  at  War  rofe  to  explain,  and  reminded  the  Sir  George 
Houfe  that  he  had  given  notice,  that  there  would  be  fome  new'^""''"" 
claufes  introduced  into  the  Bill,  and  had  particularly  called  the 
attention  of  the  Committee  to  the  claufes  V;/hen  he  had  propofed 
them.  With  regard  to  the  poifibillty  of  fuch  a  cafe  occurring, 
as  that  of  a  brevet  officer  happening  to  be  in  command,  he 
hinted  that  fuch  a  cafe  had  occurred,  and  It  had  been  held,  that 
the  officer  could  not  be  brought  to  a  court  martial. 
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Mr. Francis.  A'lr,  Francis^  General  Burgoyne,  Mr.  Sheridan,  Mr.  Fox, 
and  Mr.  Wyndhain,  fupportcd  the  objedlon,  on  the  ground 
that  it  was  introducing  a  new  and  dangerous  principle  into  the 
Mutiny  Acb,  that  of  fubjecSing  perfons  who  were  not  paid  by 
the  legiflature,  and  confequcntly  were  not  under  tbc  controu' 
of  that  Houfe,  to  martial  law.  They  contended,  that  the  idea 
of  making  any  man  liable  to  martial  law,  was  founded  altoge- 
ther on  the  circumftance  of  his  receiving  pay  voted  by  the 
Houfe  of  Commons  ;  and  that  the  new  claufe  led  to  confe- 
quences  extremely  alarming,  as  it  would  countenance  the  keep- 
ing up  an  armed  force  in  the  country,  that  was  neither  paid  by 
the  legiflature,  nor  fubje61:  to  legiflative  controul. 

Mr.W.Pitt.  The  Ckancellor  of  the  Exchequer  defended  the  claufe,  as  high- 
ly neceflary  to  clear  up  a  matter  of  a  doubtful  nature.  He 
flat^d  the  cafe  of  General  Rofs  that  had  recently  occurred,  and 
mentioned,  that  upon  the  laft  reference  that  was  had  to  three 
of  t.ie  Judges,  whether  an  officer  by  brevet  and  in  command 
was  liable  to  a  court  martial,  one  Judge  gave  it  as  his  opinion 
that  he  was ;  another  Judge  gave  it  as  his  opinion  that  he  was 
not;  and  a  third  declared  himfelf  doubtful  whether  he  was 
or  not. 

At  length  the  Houfe  divided,  Ayes  79,  Noes  17. 

India  Bill  amended. 
Mr.Dundas.  Mr.  Dundas  faid,  he  did  not  mean  to  go  largely  into  the  fub- 
jedl  of  his  intended  new  Bill,  as  it  had  fo  lately  undergone  a 
confiderable  degree  of  difcuffion  in  that  Houfe  ;  and  as  he  con- 
ceived the  fecond  reading  of  it,  or  when  the  Bill  fhould  be  in 
a  Committee,  would  be  the  proper  time  for  Gentlemen  to  offer 
any  objecStions  to  it  that  they  might  think  proper  to  make,  and 
for  him  to  endeavour  to  anfwer  them.  At  the  prefent,  he  would 
jufi:  flate  the  heads  of  the  principal  alterations  that  he  propofed 
to  make  in  the  prefent  Bill.  Thefe  were,  firft,  in  regard  to 
the  election  of  perfons  to  ferve  in  council :  as  the  Bill  of  1784 
ftood,  it  confined  it  to  the  fervants  of  the  Company  in  India; 

he 
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he  meant  that  it  fhculd  comprehend  alfo  the  fervants  who  were 
at  home,  as  well  as  thofe  in  India.  Another  alteration  was  an 
addition  to  the  principle  of  the  Bill,  and  that  was,  infread  of 
leaving  every  thing  to  be  decided  by  the  voice  of  the  majority 
of  the  Council  at  Calcutta,  he  meant  to  give  the  Governor 
General  more  power  than  he  at  prefent  pofl'efTed,  and  to  let 
him  decide  upon  every  meafure,  whether  his  Council  agreed 
with  him  or  not.  A  third  alteration  would  be  that  of  em- 
powering the  Governor  General  to  nominate  a  fuccefibr  to  fit 
in  Council  on  the  death  of  any  one  Member,  inftead  of  the 
oldeil  in  fcrvice  fucceeding  as  a  matter  of  courfe.  Mr.  Dun- 
das  faid,  he  meant  to  leave  it  in  the  power  of  the  Directors  to 
decide  as  they  thought  it  mofl  for  the  benefit  of  their  fervice 
whether  the  Commander  in  Chief  fhould  have  a  feat  at  the 
Council  or  not.  At  prefent  the  Commander  in  Chief  had  a 
feat  at  the  Council  of  courfe.  A  fourth  alteration  would  be 
in  refpecSl  to  the  rife  to  promotion  in  India  :  according  to  the 
Bill  of  1784,  the  Company's  fervants  were  all  to  rife  by  regu- 
lar gradation ;  now  Gentlemen  would  fee  in  a  moment,  that 
as  there  were  difFerent  heads  of  fervice,  fo  a  regular  rife  mud, 
in  fome  cafes,  prove  inconvenient,  and  therefore  he  meant  to 
divide  the  fervants  into  their  refpecSlive  heads  or  claiTes,  and  en- 
a6l  that  each  clafs  fhould  rife  regularly.  In  regard  to  the  part 
of  the  Bill  that  obliged  the  fervants  of  the  Company,  on  their 
coming  home,  to  deliver  in  the  amount  of  their  fortunes  on 
oath,  and  alfo  an  account  how  they  had  difpofed  of  any  part  of 
their  fortunes  in  India  on  oath,  Mr.  Dundas  faid,  he  had  taken 
conuderable  pains  to  afcertain,  what  it  was  the  Gentlemen  ferv- 
ing  in  India  chiefly  complained  of  in  regard  to  that  part  of  the  ' 
Bill  of  1784,  and  he  found,  that  what  chiefly  diftrcfTed  them 
arofe  from  tv/o  operations  of  the  difcovering  claufes ;  the  one 
was,  the  being  obliged  to  give  an  account  on  oath  of  the  pre- 
cife  manner  in  which  they  had  difpofed  of  any  part  of  their  for- 
tunes in  India,  and  the  other  the  publicity  of  fuch  an  account,, 
by  its  being  put  upon  record  after  it  was  made.     There  might, 

he 
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he  admitted,  be  various  ways  of  Gentlemen  difpofmg  of  con- 
fiderable  fums  in  India,  which  no  man  would  wifh  to  have 
known.  Particular  fums  might  be  given  to  particular  perfons. 
Conneilions  both  male  ^Si^  female  might  abforb  a  large  portion 
of  a  Gentleman's  fortune,  and  it  would  undoubtedly  be  vexa- 
tious to  have  an  authentic  account  of  fuch  a  difpofal  of  money 
made  matter  of  public  record.  He  meant  therefore  to  leave 
out  of  his  Bill,  the  claufe  that  refpefted  the  difpofal  of  every 
fervant  of  the  Company's  money  in  India,  and  alfo  to  let  the 
account  of  the  fortune  they  brought  home  be  made  fecretly, 
and  kept  fecret,  unlefs  in  particular  cafes,  where  it  would  not 
be  right  that  it  fliould  remain  fecret.  Thefe  alterations  would, 
he  believed,  relieve  the  minds  of  Gentlemen  in  India  in  a  great 
meafure  from  the  uneafinefs  that  part  of  the  Bill  might  have  oc- 
cafioned,  and  at  the  fame  time  the  great  end  and  objeft  of  ob- 
taining an  account  of  the  fortunes  thofe  who  returned  home 
had  made,  would  be  anfwered.  Another  alteration,  and  that 
the  laft,  was  in  refpecSl  to  the  mode  of  ballotting  for  the  petty 
jury,  to  try  perfons  charged  with  having  committed  crimes  and 
mifdemeanors  in  India  on  their  coming  home.  As  the  Bill  of 
1784  flood,  two  hundred  Members  were  obliged  to  be  prefent 
before:  the  Houfe  could  proceed  to  ballot.  This  was  extremely 
inconvenient ;  he  meant,  therefore,  to  omit  that  part  of  the 
Bill  that  relpe^fed  the  two  hundred  Members,  and  then  the 
ballot  might  more  eafily  be  condudied,  and  in  a  way  equally 
impartial,  by  having  ballotting  lifts  prepared  a  fufficient  time 
previous  to  the  day  of  ballot,  by  which  means  a  greater  num- 
ber of  names  would  be  before  the  Houfe  for  election.  Havins: 
gone  through  the  heads  of  his  intended  amendment,  Mr.  Dun- 
das  concluded  with  moving  "  for  leave  to  bring  in  a  Bill  to 
explain  and  amend  the  India  Bill." 

Mr.W.Pltt.      T\\Q  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  feccnded  the  motion. 

Mr.Francis.  ]\/ij._  Francis  rofe  immediately  after  the  motion  Vv'as  read 
from  the  Chair,  and  faid,  he  meant  not  to  oppofe  the  motion  ; 
for  that  the  Bill  of  1784  flood  in  need  of  great  alteration  and 

amendment. 
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amendment,  was  a  fac!:  univerfally  admitted.  He  rofo  merely  to 
give  notice,  that  as  foon  as  the  motion  was  difpcred  of,  which 
he  prefumed  it  would  be  immediately,  he  iTiould  mo\e  a  propo- 
fition  which  related  to  the  Bill  juft  moved  for. 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  reminded  the  Hon.  Gen-  Mi-.w.Pitt. 
tleman,  that  his  learned  frici:d  had  given  three  days  notice  of 
his  intention  to  move  leave  to  bring  in  a  Bill  to  amend  and  ex- 
plain the  India  Bill,  whereas  the  Hon,  Gentleman  had  not  given 
any  notice  of  his  intention  ;  he  b.oped,  therefore,  as  other  bufi- 
nefs  was  known  to  ftand  for  that  day,  viz.  the  Report  on  the 
Bill  to  modify  the  Shop  Tax,  and  as  a  Right  Hon,  Gentleman 
oppofite  to  him  had  fignified  his  v.'ifti  to  fay  fomething  on  that 
fubjecl:,  the  Hon.  Gentleman  would  not  prefs  his  motion  then, 
but  v/ould  take  another  day  for  it.  ' 

Mr.   Francis  in  reply  laid,  his  motion  was  fo  immediately  Mr. Franc's. 
connedled  with  the  motion  then  before  the  Houfe,  that  he  could 
not  think,  of  making  it  at  any  other  time  ;  but  he  did  not  con- 
ceive it  could  be   objected  to,  or  that  it  would  occafion  the 
Houfe  a  quarter  of  an  hour's  delay. 

Mr.  Sheridan  raifed  a  laugh,  by  obferving  with  what  extreme  j^ir.  sherl- 
condefcenficn  and  good-nature  a  Right  Hon.  Gentleman  op-  ^^'^• 
pofite  to  him  had  rifen  to  fupport  his  Right  Hon.  and  Learned 
Friend's  motion,  after  having  heard  him  declare,  that  the  pur- 
port and  principle  of  his  new  Bill,  went  to  cutting  up  by  the 
roots  the  Right  Hon.  Gentleman's  own  India  Bill  j  which  the 
learned  Gentleman  had  proved  by  his  fpeech,  to  have  been  a  very 
foolijh  piece  of  bufincfs.  Mr,  Sheridan  defired  to  warn  the 
Right  Hon.  and  Learned  Gentleman  in  time,  that  he  ought  to 
bring  all  the  parts  of  his  Bill  forward  together,  and  not  to  imi- 
tate the  conducl  of  his  Right  Hon.  Friend,  the  Chancellor  of 
the  Exchequer,  whofe  India  Bill,  when  nrft  introduced,  had 
been  found  to  be  fo  imperfeiSt  and  fo  improper,  that  it  was 
obliged  to  be  completely  altered  in  all  its  parts,  in  the  Com- 
mittee, and  four  and  twenty  new  claufes  inferted.  Mr.  Sheri- 
dan remarked,  that  what  Mr.  Dundas  had  called  "  an  addition 

to 
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to  the  principle  of  Mr.  Pitt's  Bill  of  1784,"  was,  on  the  con- 
trary, a  dire£t  reverfal  of  its  principle,  and  the  fubftitution  of 
a  new  principle,  as  to  the  particular  point  in  queftion;  for  by 
the  Bill  of  1784,  every  thing  in  Council  in  India  was  to  be 
carried  by  the  majority  of  voices  ;  whereas  in  the  new  Bill, 
every  thing  was  to  depend  folely  on  the  fingle  opinion  of  the 
Governor  General.  Before  he  fat  down  he  reminded  the  Houfe, 
that  on  the  firft  day  of  the  feflion  they  had  been  told  by  the 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  that  the  reafon  why  no  notice  of 
India  had  been  taken  in  the  Speech  from  the  Throne  was,  be- 
caufe  the  government  of  India  had  been  eftabliflied  on  a  folld 
zndi permanent  footing;  a  piece  of  information  that  ill  accorded 
with  what  the  Houfe  had  that  day  heard,  or  with  the  motion 
then  before  them. 

Qi^ieftion  put  and  carried. 
Mr.Francls.  Mr.  Francis  xok  and  faid,  his  motion  was  of  fuch  a  nature, 
that  he  fcarcely  thought  it  pofTible  for  any  Gentleman  to  objefl 
to  it;  fmcethe  dodirine  it  tended  to'lay  down  and  eftablifh,  had 
been  at  different  times  profefled  by  all  of  them,  and  had  been 
recommended  to  their  care  and  attention  by  the  firft  authority 
in  the  kingdom,  viz.  by  his  Majcfty,  in  his  Speech  from  the 
Throne.  It  was  an  inftrudlion  to  the  Gentlemen  appointed 
to  prepare  the  Bill  juft  moved  for  and  ordered,  highly  neceffary 
to  be  attended  to,  and  which  would  be  a  teft  as  to  the  prin- 
ciples of  every  Gentleman  in  that  Houfe,  and  prove  whether 
he  was  a  friend  to  the  conftitution  or  not.  Ke  would  fay  no 
more,  but  would  read  a  motion,  which  was  as  follows  : 

"  That  it  be  an  inftru6lion  to  the  Gentlemen  appointed  to 
prepare  and  bring  in  a  Bill  to  explain  and  amend  an  Ait  paffed 
in  the  24th  year  of  his  Majefty's  reign,  intitled,  *  An  A6t  for 
the  better  Regulation  and  Management  of  the  Affairs  of  the 
Eaft-India  Company,  and  of  the  Britlfh  Poffefiions  in  India, 
and  for  eftabliihing  a  Court  of  Judicature  for  the  more  fpeedy 
and  effectual  Trial  of  Perfons  accufed  of  Offences  committed 
in  the  Eaft-Indies,'  that  in  preparing  the  fame,  they  do  never 

lofe 
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lofe  fight  of  the  effesSb  which  any  meafure,  to  be  adopted  for  the 
good  government  of  our  pofleflions  in  India,  may  have  on  our 
ow^n  conftltutlon  and  our  deareft  interefts  at  home  ;  and  parti- 
cularly that  in  amending  the  faid  A6t,  they  do  take  care  that  no 
part  thereof  (hall  be  confirmed  or  re-ena6led,  by  which  the 
unalienable  birth-right  of  every  Britifh  fubje(5l  to  a  trial  by 
jury,  as  declared  in  Magna  Charta,  ftiall  be  taken  away  or 
impaired." 

Mr.   Sheridan  feconded  the  Motion,  and  the  Houfe  imme-  Mr.  Sherl- 
diatcly  divided  on  it  without  a  word  of   debate,      Jyes    16, 
Noes  85. 

Shop    Tax. 

When  the  Order  of  the  Day  for  bringing  up  the  Shop  Tax 
Committee  Report  was  read, 

Mr.  Fox  rofe  and  faid,  he  fhould  give  the  Houfe  lefs  trouble  Mr.  Fox; 
upon  the  fubjedl  than  he  had  thought  he  fhould  have  had  occa- 
fion  to  do,  when  he  gave  notice  laft  Monday  of  his  intentions 
to  off'er  his  thoughts  to  them,  in  regard  to  the  modifications  of 
the  Shop  Tax,  propofed  by  the  Right  Hon.  Gentleman  oppo- 
fite  to  him.  Since  Monday  a  large  meeting  of  the  moft  re-  • 
fpedlable  fliopkeepers  in  London,  Weftminfter,  and  Southwark 
had  been  held,  at  which  feveral  refolutions  were  agreed  to. 
And  he  had  fince  been  informed  from  that  meeting,  that  it  was 
their  wifli  that  he  fhould  flate  in  his  place,  that  they  were  by 
no  means  fatisfied  with  the  intended  modifications  ;  but  that  fo 
far  from  confidering  them  as  an  alleviation  of  the  tax  with  re- 
gard to  them,  they  deemed  them  frivolous,  delufive,  and  par- 
tial, fince  they  left  the  whole  burden  of  the  tax  on  their  fhoul- 
ders.  Such,  however,  faid  Mr.  Fox,  is  the  rooted  difguft 
againft  the  tax,  that  the  fhopkeepers,  perfuaded  that  no  modi- 
fication of  it  could  palliate  its  perfonal  and  oppreflive  tendency, 
would  rather  wait  till  next  feflion,  in  the  hope  that  the  Houfe 
would,  in  candour  and  in  juftice,  confent  to  repeal  it  altoge- 
ther, than  attempt  to  try  now  for  any  further  modifications  of 

it; 
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it;  and  although  they  are  perfetlly  conrcious  that  it  does  not 
lie  with  them  to  fugged  taxes,  but  that  it  is  the  immediate 
province  of  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  and  the  Houfe, 
yet  have  they  authorized  me  to  declare,  that,  objeclionable  as 
a  general  Houfe  Tax  is  on  many  accounts,  and  partial  and  fe- 
vere  as  its  operation  w^ould  be  upon  them,  yet  they  would  gladly 
confent  to  pay  a  new  general  Houfe  Tax,  on  condition  of  the 
repeal  of  the  Shop  Tax. 
Mr.  Alder-  Mr.  Alderman  Nevonham  declared,  though  he  agreed  in  much 
ham.  °^  what  had  fallen  from  the  Right  Hon.  Gentleman,  yet  there 

was  one  point  that  he  muft  beg  leave  to  diffent  from ;  and  that 
was,  the  popofition  of  a  new  Houfe  Tax  in  lieu  of  a  Shop  Tax. 
The  Shop  Tax,  he  admitted,  was  a  bad  tax,  extremely  partial, 
and  every  way  unwarrantable,  and  therefore  he  Ihould  be  glad 
to  fee  it  repealed  ^  and  though  the  Right  Hon.  Gentleman 
might,  and  he  dared  to  fay  he  had,  ftated  the  fentiments  of  the 
retail  fhopkeepers  very  fairly,  yet  he  could  not  for  a  moment  fit 
filent,  while  it  v/as  poflible  for  the  Houfe  to  conceive  that  he 
would  confent  to  take  a  thorn  out  of  the  fide  of  the  retail  {hop- 
keepers,  and  lodge  it  in  the  fides  of  his  conftituents  in  general. 
He  thought  it  his  duty,  in  the  moft  public  manner,  to  make 
this  declaration  in  the  Houfe,  and  to  add,  that  he  would  oppofe 
a  new  Houfe  Tax  mod  flrcnuoufly,  if  ever  it  fhould  be  brought 
forward  as  a  fubilitutlon  for  the  Shop  Tax. 

The  Report  v.'as  after  this  brought  up,  and  the  Amendments 
made  in  the  Committee  agreed  to. 


Friday^  March  17. 

Shop     Tax. 

On  the  Shop  Tax  Modification  Bill  being  read  a  third  time, 

SIrW.Lewes  Sir  Watkhi  Leives  moved  a  claufe  by  way  of  rider,   and  was 

feconded  by  Mr.  Thornton.     SirWatkin  faid,  that  from  the 

tide  of  the  Bill  impofing  a  duty  upon  perfons  keeping  retail 

Ihops,  he  apprehended  that  victuallers  were  exempted  from  the 

3  ^^^  > 
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tax ;  but,  as  there  weie  doubts  refpe6ling  the  perfons  exempted, 
he  propofed  a  claufe,  inftcad  of  fome  being  exempted,  others 
charged,  and  the  refult  being,  that  the  opinion  of  the  Judges 
was  defued  on  the  queftion,  he  thought  it  right  to  explain  the 
prefent  and  the  former  Act  by  a  claufe,  that  no  perfon  adding  as 
a  victualler,  and  who  had  or  fhould  take  out  a  licence  and  a6ting 
as  fuch,  jQiould  be  fubjefl  to  the  faid  tax.  This  being  made  a 
matter  of  converfation,  and  the  Attorney- General  being  of  opi- 
nion that  viCluallers  were  not  fubjeil:  to  the  tax,  vvhich  anfvver- 
ing  Sir  W's  intention  in  moving  the  claufe,  he  withdrew  it. 
This  will  exempt  about  two  thoufand  perfons  in  the  cities  of 
London  and  Weftminfter,  and  the  Borough  of  Southwark,  and 
the  environs  of  the  metropolis^  befides  the  publicans  throughout 
the  kingdom. 

East-India    Papers. 

As  foon  as  the  orders  and  bufmefs  of  the  day,  which  were  of 
various  kinds,  had  been  gone  through,  the  Speaker  called  to 
Mr.  Fox.  That  Gentleman  rofe  immediately,  and  defired  that,Mr.  Fo». 
previoufly  to  his  troubling  the  Houfe  on  the  fubje6l  that  he 
wifiied  to  bring  under  their  confideration,  certain  of  the  Refo- 
lutions  of  the  28th  of  May,  1782,  might  be  read. 

Mr.  Hatfell  read  thofe  which  Mr.  Fox  pointed  out,  and 
which  immediately  contained  maxims  and  rules  laid  down  by 
the  Houfe  for  the  Britifli  government  in  India,  to  guide  and 
govern  its  conduit  by,  in  regard  to  the  country  powers,  ex- 
prefsly  forbidding  the  entering  into  engagements  of  ofFenfive 
alliance  with  any  of  them. 

As  foon  as  thefe  were  gone  through,  Mr.  Fox  rofe  again,  and 
began  a  very  long  and  powerful  fpeech  with  declaring,  that  he 
well  knew,  that  before  any  endeavour  was  made  for  bringing 
forward  a  Motion  for  papers,  in  effedt  and  fubftance,  tho'  not  ex- 
a6tly  in  point  of  form,  the  fame  with  a  Motion  that  had  been  dif- 
cufTed  and  negatived  on  a  former  day,  fome  apology  was  due  to 
the  Houfcj  whofe  attention  and  time  ought  not  to  be  taken  up 

lightly. 
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lightly,  or  called  for  on  any  trifling  occafion ;  but  if  he  ever 
had  reafon  to  be  diflatisfied  with  the  decifion  of  that  Houfe,  if 
he  ever  thought  a  Motion  of  the  firft  importance  to  the  honour 
and  dignity  of  the  Houfe  required  a  reconfideration,  it  was  his 
Motion  for  the  Delhi  papers  ;  and  that,  becaufe  the  decifion  the 
Houfe  had  come  to  when  they  negatived  it,  had  been  a  decifion 
in  the  teeth  of  the  Refolutions  that  had  been  juft  read,  and  in 
defiance  of  every  found  and  folid  argument  advanced  in  fupport 
of  thofe  Refolutions,  in  contradi(R:ion  and  controverfy  of  v/hich 
arguments  no  one  rational  idea  or  pofition  had  been  ftated.  It 
was,  therefore,  for  no  light  or  trivial  purpofe  that  he  again 
begged  the  Houfe,  for  the  fake  of  its  own  dignity,  for  the  fake 
of  its  own  honour,  for  the  fake  of  national  juftice  and^national 
chara£ler,  to  reconfider  what  they  had  decided  upon ;  and  be- 
fore they  confirmed  a  denial  of  the  Delhi  papers,  (which  he  con- 
fidered  as  exceedingly  material  to  the  folemn  and  ferious  accu- 
lations  brought  in  that  Houfe  againft  Warren  Haftings,  Efq;) 
■which  denial,  it  appeared  to  him,  they  could  not  confirm,  with- 
out loading  themfelves  with  difgrace,  and  impeaching  their  own 
honour  and  dignity,  to  weigh  well  what  they  were  about ;  to 
reflect  a  little  on  the  frivolous  point  of  view  in  which  fuch  an 
ill-judged  confirmation  Avould  place  their  own  Refolutions,  and 
the  enc3i  it  muit  neceflarily  have  upon  the  conduct  of  the  Com- 
pany's fervants  in  India.  He  begged  them  alfo  to  recolIecSl, 
that  in  paiTmg  the  Refolutions  of  May  28,  1782,  they  had  held 
out  to  the  country  powers  of  India  a  code  of  wife,  wholefome, 
and  falutary  laws,  as  the  bafis  of  the  conJuttl  of  the  Britifli  go- 
verr.ment  in  India  in  future,  and  that  the  Houfe  had  in  fa6l 
pledged  itfelf  to  adhere  to  the  letter  and  fpirit  of  their  own  Re- 
folutions. Thefc  were  furely  great  and  important  confidera- 
iions,  and  confiderations  that  ought  to  have  a  deep  eftedl  on  the 
minds  of  Gentlemen  before  they  gave  a  vote,  that  involved  in 
it  fo  many  And  fuch  interefting  confequenccs. 

It  has  been  fuppofed  by  fome  perfons,  that  our  government 
and  coriilitutioa  was  attended  with  certain  difadvantages  with 

refpeit 
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refpecl  to  its  intcrcourfe  with  foreign  dates,  arifing  from  the 
pubhc  manner  in  which  many  important  parts  of  our  admini- 
llration  muft  neceflarily  be  condu6ied  ;  but  from  this  evil,  if  an 
evil  it  was,  a  mod  important  good  would  be  found  to  refult, 
when  it  was  confidered,  how  far  this  pubhcity  tended  to  create 
a  confidence  in  all  other  nations,  and  how  ftrongly  it  contri- 
buted to  bind  us  to  certain  defined  and  fpecific  modes  of  poli- 
tical conduft.  From  hence  it  arofe,  that  we  could  lay  down, 
as  we  had  done  in  the  prefent  inftance,  a  particular  fyftem  of 
proceeding,  for  the  due  obfervation  of  which  all  thofe  dates 
might  reafonably  look  to  us  ;  an  advantage  not  in  the  power  of. 
any  arbitrary  government  whatfoever  :  for  if  a  King  were  to  iflue 
an  edift,  fetting  forth  the  principles  by  which  he  intended  to 
conduft  himfelf,  with  refpe^l  to  foreign  nations,  it  v/ould  be  re- 
ceived only  as  a  notification  of  the  will  of  the  Minifter  of  the 
day,  who  by  death  or  difgrace  might  lofe  his  fituation,  and  leave 
room  for  a  fuccefibr  of  different  fentiments,  who  of  courfe 
would  purfue  a  different  line  of  condu6l :  whereas,  with  us, 
when  the  Britifh  Houfe  of  Commons  publifhed  a  fyftem  of  fo- 
reign adminiftration,  they  not  only  committed  the  whole  nation, 
in  the  perfons  of  their  Reprefentatives,  but  abfolutely  bound  in- 
dividually, as  well  all  thofe  that  had  already  been  Minifl:ers, 
and  that  had  a  profpedt  of  being  fo  for  many  years  to  come,  as 
thofe  who  were  fo  for  the  prefent. 

In  order  dill  more  to  imprefs  the  Houfe  with  a  proper  idea 
of  the  magnitude  of  the  duty  they  had  engaged  to  perform,  when 
they  voted  the  Refolutions  of  1782,  they  were,  he  faid,  mea- 
fures  of  a  drong  nature,  and  afforded,  he  believed,  the  fird  in- 
dance  of  that  Houfe's  thinking  it  became  them  to  depart  fo  far 
out  of  their  immediate  province,  as  to  interfere  with  any  part 
of  the  exercife  of  the  executive  government;  a  circumdance 
that  they  certainly  would  not  have  confented  to,  but  from  the 
extraordinary  complexion  of  the  cafe,  that  feemed  to  call  for 
peculiar  notice  and  peculiar  proceeding.  Having  premifcd  thefe 
obfervations,  he  entered  into  a  difcuflion  of  the  principles  on 

Vol.  I.  E  e  which 
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which  the  Houfe  ufually  called  for  papers,  declaring,  that  they 
never  did  it  lightly  ;  and  that  being  confcious  that  they  ought 
not  to  do  it  lightly,  he  never  had,  nor  would  attempt  to  move 
for  any,  that  he  was  not  convinced  were  abfolutely  neceilary  for 
fome  great  and  iifeful  public  purpofe.  The  Houfe,  he  was  aware^ 
ought  not  to  grant  any  other  j  and  it  was  true,  be  was  willing 
to  admit,  that  papers  neceflary  for  fome  great  and  ufeful  public 
purpofe  might  be  called  for,  the  prodvicing  of  which  might 
ncverthelefs  be  attended  with  mifchief  to  the  State  j  of  fuch  a 
dangerous  tendency,  as  would  more  than  overbalance  the  good 
that  might  arife,  from  the  purpofe  being  anfwered  for  which 
they  were  moved,  and  w^hich  therefore  afforded  his  Majefty's 
Miniflers  found  and  cogent  reafons  for  refufuig  them;  and  un- 
der fuch  circumflances,  it  was  undoubtedly  their  duty  to  refufe 
them.  But  though  he  was  ready  to  admit  this,  yet  he  held, 
that  in  all  fuch  cafes  the  refufal  ought  not  to  reft  folely  on  the 
bare  ipje  dixit  of  a  Miniftcr  ;  that  many  queftions  of  confidence 
might,  it  was  true,  be  agitated,  on  which  a  Minifter's  word 
ought  to  be  taken,  but  then  fometbing  at  leaft  oijght  to  be 
ftaied,  in  order  to  convince  the  Ho-ife  that  mifchief  might  arife, 
if  the  Motion  were  complied  with.  In  regard  to  the  Motion 
in  queftion,  the  Motion  with  which  he  fhould  conclude  what  he 
had  to  fay,  for  the  Delhi  papers,  it  had  been,  on  a  former  day, 
frated  by  his  Right  Hon.  Friend,  the  avowed  aceufer  of  Mr. 
Haftings,  that  thofe  papers  were  material  to  the  matter  in 
charge,  and  therefore  they  had  been  called  for :  but,  material  as 
they  were,  ii  they  were  not  granted,  his  Right  Hon.  Friend  had 
declared,  he  already  was  in  pofTeflion  of  fuSicient  materials  to 
prove  and  make  good  every  thing  that  he  bad  faid  at  various 
times,  refpeiSling  the  delinquency  of  the  late  Governor-General 
qf  India  ;  his  character,  therefore,  vjzs  Jap  and  on  Jhore.  This, 
Mr.  Fox  faid,  which  he  was  fatisfled  was  perfectly  true  in  re- 
fpcdl  to  this  Right  Hon.  FrierKl,  he  wifbed  to  be  equally  true  in 
refpefl  to  that  Houfe,  He  wifhed  that  Houfe  to  be  on  Jhorey 
and  its  charadlery^' ;  and  therefore  it  wa?,  that  he  fhould  again 
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call  for  the  papers.     But  before  he  did  fo,  let  the  Houfe  recol- 
le<5l  upon  what  ground- the  papers  had  been  once  refufed.     It 
had  been  ftated  by  the  Right  Hon.  Gentleman  oppofitc  to  him, 
that  the  papers  were  not  cflential  to  the  charge  againft  Mr.  Haft- 
ings — that  they  proved  nothing,  Mr.  Haftings  not  having  au- 
thorized Major  Brown  to  enter  into  a  treaty  with  the  Shah — 
and  thirdly,  that  they  involved  in   them  fecrets  refpedling  the 
negotiations  that  had  during  the  war  been  carried  on  in  India, 
the  divulging  of  which  would  tend  to  difturb  the  tranquillity  of 
the  refpedive  powers  concerned  in  thofe  treaties,  and  to  induce 
confequences  that  might  be  attended  with  danger  to  the  general 
interefts  of  the  Britifh  State.     Mr.  Fox  obferved  on  the  nature 
of  thefe  grounds  of  denial,  and  undertook  to  prove  that  they 
either  did  not  apply,  or  v/ere  not  fufficiently  material  to  juflify 
withholding  the  papers.     He  took  them  into  confideration  fepa- 
rately,  and  difcuffed  them  under  their  refpe6live  heads.     In  ar- 
guing the  two  firfl:,  he  refted  much  of  his  reafoning  on  the  let- 
ters of  Major  Brown  to  Mr.  Haftings,  copies  of  which  he  held 
in  his  hand  ;  he  reafoned  very  fhrewdly,  and  contended,  that  it 
was  manifeft  a  treaty  of  ofFenfive  alliance  had  been  negotiated 
with  the  Mogul,  which  was  dire£tiy  contrary  to  the  exprefs  Re- 
folution  of  that  Houfe.     It  was  manifeft,  he  alfo  contended, 
from  Major  Brown's  letter,  that  Mr.  Haftings  had  authorized 
that  negotiation;   and  that,   in  Major  Brown's  opinion,  good 
faith,  morality,  and  juftice,  required  that  afliftance  fhould  be 
afforded  the  Mogul,  in  compliance  with  the  terms  of  that  treaty. 
The  emphatic  words  of  Major  Brown's  letter,  on  which  Mr, 
Fox  chiefly  refted,  were  thefe,  "  we  have  offered  to  treaty  he  has 
accepted;  zue  have  annexed  conditions,  he  has  approved  of  them  :'* 
thefe  words,  Mr.  Fox  maintained,  proved  inconteftably,  that  the 
treaty  commenced  by  voluntary  offer  on  our  part ;  and  the  fub- 
fequent  words,  in  which  Major  Brown  in  his  letter  proceeds  to 
urge  Mr.  Haftings  for  the  fake  of  the  good  faith,  morality,  and 
juftice  of  the  Britifti  nation,  to  fend  troops  to  the  afliftance  of 
the  Mogul,  to  lay  ficge  to  certain  diftridts  of  country,  in  order 
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to  drive  out  the  inhabitants,  and  to  give  the  lands  to  the  troops, 
for  their  fubfiilence,  proved  equally  forcible,  that  the  treaty  was 
a  treaty  of  offenfive  alliance.  Having  endeavoured  to  make  it 
evident,  that  the  Refolution  of  the  Houfe  had  been  trampled  on 
and  contemned  by  Mr.  HaiHngs  in  this  inltance,  he  proceeded 
to  argue,  that  it  was  more  than  matter  of  fufpicion  that  the 
treaty  was  never  intended  to  have  been  concluded  when  it  was 
begun.  In  arguing  this,  he  took  notice  of  fome  words  that  had 
dropped  from  Mr.  Pitt  in  the  former  debate  on  the  fame  fub- 
jeft,  when  he  was  complaining  that  the  Refolution  had  been 
infringed  by  Mr.  Haftings,  in  having  began  to  negotiate  a  treaty 
of  offenfive  alliance,  Mr.  Pitt  had  laid  acrofs  the  Houfe,  "  a 
treaty  never  completed!"  Mr.  Fox  aficed,  whether  he  was  to 
underftand  from  thofe  words,  that  it  was  taken  as  a  merit,  that 
the  Company's  fervants  in  India  got  into  this  dilemma — they 
had  violated  the  Refohitions  of  the  Ploufe  by  commencing  a 
treaty,  which  local  or  temporary  pdicy  might  appear  to  maks 
it  expedient  to  commence ;  and  then  they  had  violated  the  na- 
tional faith,  by  deceiving  the  Mogul,  and  refufmg  to  conclude 
the  treaty  fo  commenced  j  thns  proving  to  the  Princes  of  In- 
doftan,  how  little  fecurity  was  on  the  one  hand  afforded  them 
by  the  code  of  laws  held  out  to  them  in  the  Refolutions  of  the 
Britifli  Houfe  of  Commons,  and  how  little  fafety  was  on  the 
other  hand  to  be  acquired  by  entering  into  treaties  of  alliance 
with  the  Britifli  government  in  India.  He  managed  this  part 
of  his  fpeech  with  great  ingenuity,  and  great  powers  of  reafon- 
ing  J  and  gave  it  as  his  opinion,  that  in  fpite  of  any  narrow  po- 
licy that  temporary  diftrefs>  or  local  circumftances  might  feem 
to  call  for,  fuch  as  keeping  the  A4ogul  out  of  the  hands  of  the 
French,  or  of  Tippoo  Sultan,  it  ill  became  a  nation  of  great 
weight  and  chariiiter  like  Great-Britain,  to  depart  from  general 
fvftems,  founded  in  vvifdom  and  in  juftice,  on  any  fuch  petty 
confiderations :  that  if  fuch  narrow  policy  v.'as  tojuftify  a  de- 
parture from  a  great  parliamentary  fyliem,  there  was  an  end  of 
the  utility  of  laying  dovrn  a  code  of  laws,  to  be  made  the  foun- 
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dation  of  a  government  of  fimpliclty,  of  publicity,  and  of  good 
faith.  Mr.  Fox  added  an  infinite  variety  of  argument?,  in  fup- 
port  of  his  aflertion,  that  the  whole  negociation  had  been  fecretly 
carried  on  by  Mr.  Brown,  as  the  agent  of  Mr,  Haftings ;  and  at 
length  he  came  to  his  third  head,  viz.  That  ground  of  refufal 
of  the  papers,  on  the  plea  that  their  production  would  betray 
fome  fecrets  of  negociation,  the  divulging  of  which  would  tend 
to  difturb  the  tranquillity  of  the  powers  of  Indoflan,  and  prove 
dangerous  to  the  fafety  of  the  State.  On  this  head,  he  con- 
fefled  he  felt  it  was  mofl:  difficult  to  argue,  the  other  fide  of  the 
Houfe  having  given  him  fo  little  to  lay  hold  of,  and  not  having 
faid  enough  to  enable  him  to  guefs  even  at  what  the  danger 
could  pofTibly  be,  that  would  arife  if  the  (late  fecrets,  they  fo 
much  dreaded  to  lay  open,  fhould  be  divulged. — Situated,  how- 
ever, as  he  was  in  thefe  refpedls,  he  had  no  fcruple  to  declare, 
that  no  ftate  fecret  of  any  kind  could  juftify  the  withholding 
papers,  that  were  to  enable  the  Houfe  to  fupport  and  fubftantiate 
the  Refolutions  to  which  they  flood  folemnly  pledged.  For  what 
was  it  but  to  fay  to  the  Princes  in  India,  "  we  know  bur  fer- 
vants  have  committed  delinquencies,  and  we  are  convinced  that 
they  have  broken  faith  with  you,  but  we  muft  not  enquire  into 
their  conduil,  becaufe  that  would  betray  ftate  fecrets  !  that 
v/ould  devclope  flate  myflcrics  that  muft  be  held  facred!"— 
Would  not  every  man  in  India  laugh  at  fo  abfurd  a  reafon  for 
refufing  to  do  juftice  ?  Would  it  not  plainly  appear,  that  the 
Board  of  Controul,  and  that  Houfe,  were  following  the  exadt 
fteps  of  the  old  Boards  of  Direftors  ?  that  they  were  laying 
down  complete  fyftems  of  Ethics  in  their  Orders  and  Refolu- 
tions, but  refufing  to  take  the  only  means  poffible  to  enforce 
their  performance  ?  The  effecl  of  fuch  condu6l  was  too  manifell 
to  need  illulhation ;  inftead  of  reformation  in  India,  it  would 
encourage  abufe,  and  incrcafe  delinquency  ;  the  Board  of  Con- 
troul and  the  Houfe  of  Commons  would  be  anfwerable  for  hav- 
ing fuffered  the  Company's  fervants,  employed  in  the  govern- 
ment of  India,  to  believe  themfelves  fecure  froin  enquiry,  and 
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fafe  from  punifliment.  What  was  It,  but  to  put  it  in  the  power 
of  a  Minifter  to  interfere  in  every  invcftigation,  and  by  his  fingle 
vc-to  put  a  flop  to  the  procefs,  and  dtfeat  the  aim  of  that  Houfe 
in  the  exercife  of  its  nrft  great  conftitutional  character,  that  of 
the  grand  inqueft  of  the  nation  ?  Armed  with  fuch  a  power, 
■what  lengths  might  not  a  Minifter  proceed  ?  Every  criminal, 
however  notorious  his  delinquency,  however  numerous  his 
crimes,  however  injurious  to  the  national  honour,  would  only 
have  to  fecure  the  Minifter's  protection  to  be  able  to  laugh  at 
accufation,  and  fet  conviction  at  defiance.  Having  reafoned  in 
this  manner  for  fome  time,  Mr.  Fox  endeavoured  to  prove,  that 
there  could  be  no  fecret  in  queftion  ;  and  that  it  was  not  pofli- 
ble  the  papers  called  for  could  make  any  thing  public,  that  was 
not  already  well  known  in  India.  If  it  were  aflced,  why  he, 
who  was  fo  ftrenuous  for  the  publifhing  of  every  matter  relative 
to  India,  and  fo  urgent  in  contending  that  nothing  refpeding 
that  country  ought  to  be  a  fecret,  did  not  hold  the  fame  argu- 
ment with  refpeit  to  the  European  powers,  and  in  like  manner 
maintain,  that  nothing  that  regarded  treaties  and  negociations 
between  the  Court  of  Great-Britain  and  any  Court  of  Europe, 
ought  to  be  made  a  ftate  fecret  in  that  iHoufe  by  any  of  his  Ma- 
jefty's  Minifters  ?  Mr.  Fox  faid,  he  would  anfwer  that  by  afk- 
ing  this  queftion :  Had  that  Houfe  ever  exprefsly  laid  down 
rules  of  adminiflration,  for  the  executive  government,  with  re- 
»  gard  to  European  powers  ?  Moft  certainly  it  had  not ;  and  that 
.  for  very  clear  and  obvious  reafons.  Why  had  it  done  other- 
wife  with  refpedt  to  the  adminiitration  of  the  executive  govern- 
ment of  the  Britifh  pollefliions  In  India?  Becaufe  from  the  feries 
of  abufes,  mifrr^nagement,  and  delufion  that  had  crept  into  the 
condudt  of  the  executive  government  In  India,  the  Britifh  ho- 
nour was  tarnifhed,  and  the  native  Princes  no  longer  had  con- 
fidence in  Britifh  faith  j  nothing,  therefore,  but  the  interference 
of  Parliament  could  redeem  the  national  credit,  and  reftore  it 
in  the  eyes  of  the  country  powers  in  Indoflan.  Having  fo  in- 
terfered, and  having  laid  down  that  code  of  laws  that  could 
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alone  fupport  a  fyftem  of  government  adapted  to  the  nature  of 
the  cafe,  and  Ukely  to  regain  the  confidence  of  the  native  Princes, 
viz.  a  fyftem  of  government  founded  on  fimplicity,  publicity, 
and  good  faith,  would  that  Houfe,  on  the  mere  pretence  of  a 
ftate  fecret,  without  the  fmalleft  information  to  prove  that  there 
was  a  real  ftate  fecret  in  the  way,  v/lth  nothing  more  than  a 
Minifter's  ipfe  dixit  for  it,  Ihut  their  eyes  to  what  every  man 
who  was  not  wilfully  blind  muft  fee  the  necefllty  of,  viz.  their 
proceeding  to  fubftantiate  their  Refolutions  and  fulfil  their  pro- 
mifes,  to  which  they  all  ftood  fo  particularly  pledged  ?  Mr.  Fox 
directed  feveral  arguments  to  Mr.  Dundas,  and  urged  him  on 
various  grounds  to  refcue  the  Houfe  from  the  difgrace  of  hav- 
ing been  perfuaded  by  him  to  vote  Refolutions,  which,  if  the 
papers  were  refufed,  it  would  be  fair  to  fay  he  never  meant 
ihould  be  a6led  upon.  Mr.  Fox  reminded  Mr.  Dundas  of  what 
had  been  done  laft  year  by  the  Board  of  Controul,  refpe<Sling  the 
debts  of  the  Nabob  of  Arcot,  and  faid,  if  the  Right  Hon.  Gen- 
tleman did  not  know  the  circumftance,  he  would  pofTefs  him  of 
it,  but  moft  probably  he  knew  of  it  more  corredlly  than  he  did  ; 
if  he  did  not,  however,  he  would  inform  him  of  the  fa6l.  It 
was  this :  that  fo  far  from  the  management  then  made  being 
attended  to,  new  loans  v/ere  at  this  time  going  on,  and  new 
debts  contrailing.  He  went  through  a  hiftory  of  the  events 
that  had  taken  place  in  India  fince  the  negociations  in  queftion 
had  been  carried  on,  and  by  ftating  the  death  of  fome  of  the 
parties,  the  extraordinary  change  of  fituation  and  circumftances 
of  others,  and  the  abfence  of  Mr.  Haftings  from  the  country, 
endeavoured  to  prove,  that  no  bad  efFe£l  could  pofllbly  follow 
the  production  of  the  papers  dcfcribed  in  his  Motion.  After  a 
great  variety  of  particular  ftatenients  of  local  fads,  and  of  ge- 
neral reafoning,  Mr.  Fox  concluded  with  moving  for  the  Delhi 
papers. 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  faid,  that  if  he  had  any  in-  Mr.W.PItfc 
clination  to  get  rid  of  the  queftion  he  might  eafily  do  it,  by  ob- 
jecting to  its  being  put  at  all  j  for  he  apprehended  there  could 
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be  no  reafon  why  a  fecond  Motion  for  the  production  of  papers 
fhould  be  niade  in  the  fame  Seflion,  more  than  for  any  other  pur- 
pofc  : — however,  for  the  prefent,  he  would  not  avail  himfclf  of 
the  {landing  rule  of  parliamentary  proceeding,  becaufi  he  wifhed 
to  anfwer  fome  parts  of  the  Right  Hon.  Gentleman's  argument, 
and  be  fincerely  hoped  that  his  Motion  was  fufnciently  diverfi- 
ficd  to  allow  of  its  being  argued  a  fecond  time.  He  fhould,  in 
that  hope,  give  an  anfwer  to  the  Right  Hon.  Gentleman,  which, 
however,  he  would  endeavour  to  comprefs  into  as  few  words  as 
poflible.  He  agreed  with  almoft  every  one  of  the  Right  Hon. 
Gentleman's  principles,  as  well  with  refpe6l  to  the  policy  of  the 
Eafl-India  Government,  as  v.'ith  refpe6l  to  the  right  and  duty  of 
that  Houle  to  enquire  into  all  the  abufes  that  might  arife  in  it. 
But  in  the  coacluaons  which  the  Right  Plon.  Gentleman  had 
drawn  from  thofe  principles,  he  v/idely  and  completely  differed 
with  him.  He  had  formerly,  in  a  debate  on  a  Motion  made  by 
a  friend  of  the  Right  Hon.  Gentleman's,  giving  his  fentiments 
on  the  fubjed  of  granting  official  papers,  for  the  purpofe  of  faci- 
liCiuing  a  criminal  enquiry,  and  he.  would  again  briefly  repeat 
them.  He  was  of  opinion,  that  on  a  Motion  for  papers  wnth 
fuch  a  view.  It  v/as  neccfl'ary  firfl  to  Inew  a  probable  ground  of 
guiit ;  next,  that  the  papers  required  were  neceiTary  and  relevant 
to  fubllantiate  that  guilt;  and  laftly,  that  the  papers  might  be 
made  public  without  any  dangerous  confequence  to  the  flate. 
He  fliould  argue  the  prefent  queftion  on  thofe  principles,  and  if 
the  Houfe  fiiould  not  be  perfe(5lly  fatisfied,  that  on  each  of  them 
the  Motion  ought  to  be  rejected,  he  fhould  acquiefcc  in  their 
opinion.  The  Right  Hon.  Gentleman  had  charged  Mr.  Haft- 
ings  with  a  number  of  ofFences,  to  which,  as  he  had  faid,  the 
papers  now  required  had  a  reference. — The  firll  charge  was, 
that  he  had  entered  into  an  ofFenfive  alliance  with  the  Great 
Mogul,  and  by  fo  doing  had  acSted  In  defiance,  not  only  of  the 
order  of  the  Court  of  Directors,  but  of  the  Refolution  of  That 
Houfe,  in  approving  of  thofe  orders,  by  which  they  had  prohi- 
bited the  government  of  Bengal  from  entering  into  any  ofFenfive 
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alliance  with  the  powers  of  the  Eail.  In  the  fii-d  place,  thofe 
Refolutions,  which,  he  admitted  with  the  Right  Hon.  Gentle- 
tleman  were  fuigular  in  themielves,  and  only  to  be  accounted 
for  and  iuftitied  by  the  peculiar  fituation  of  the  aiFairs  of  India, 
did  not  prohibit  in  ftri6l  and  implicit  conftruClion  every  parti-  » 

cular  alliance  of  the  nature  alluded  to,  but  only  rei^:rained  a 
wanton  habit  of  making  fuch  engagements;  for  it  would  be 
highly  impolitic  and  abfurd  in  all  cafes  whatfocver,  to  forbid  the 
making  of  ofFenfive  alliances,  as  there  might  ficuations  occur  in 
which  they  would  be  indifpcnfably  necefTary  :  but  in  the  prefent 
cafe  it  was  unneceffary  to  enquire  into  the  latitude  that  was  left 
to  the  fervants  of  the  Company  in  India,  to  excrcife  a  difcretiou 
in  the  forming  ofFenfive  alliances,  as  he  could  fhew,  that  in  thi"?, 
at  leafl,  there  was  no  fuch  alliance  formed,  nor  authorized  by 
Mr.  Haftings.  The  Right  Hon.  Gentleman  had  formed  a  pre- 
fumption,  from  the  letter  of  Major  Brown,  that  he  had  been 
commiffioned  by  Mr.  Haftings  to  negociate  a  treaty  of  ofFenfive 
alliance  with  the  Mogul,  and  this  was  the  only  ground  of  fuch 
a  fufpicion,  (to  this  Mr.  Fox  alFented  ;)  the  moft  fatisfaclory 
method  of  courfe,  in  which  that  queftion  could  be  afcertained, 
was  to  read  parts  of  Major  Brown's  corrcfpondence,  and  to  try 
whether  it  contained  any  thing  to  contradict  or  to  confirm  that 
prefumption ; — this  he  had  accordingly  done,  and  fhould  again 
read  a  part  of  it  to  the  Houfe,  by  which  they  would  be  enabled 
to  judge  how  far  the  Right  Hon.  Gentleman  was  juftified  in  pre- 
fuming  that  Mr.  Haftings  had  employed  Major  Brown  to  con- 
clude the  alliance  in  queftion. — It  was  neceilary  for  Gentlomea 
to  look  back  upon  the  fituation  of  India,  at  the  period  when 
thofe  tranfadions  took  place  j  by  which  it  v\-ould  be  founds  that 
at  that  time  a  moft  dangerous  attack  was  made  or^  the  Com- 
pany's pofteiHons  by  the  European  enemy  of  this  country,  in 
conjun6lion  with  the  moft  formidable  of  all  the  Princes  of  India, 
Tippo  Saib.  That  the  laft  mentioned  Prince,  well  knowing  the 
influence  that  the  name  of  the  Mogul  had  upon  the  feelings  and 
the  preiudices  of  his  countrymen,  was  excrcifmg  ail  his  endea- 
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vours  to  bring  him  over  to  his  interefts;  that  he  was  making 
him  ofFers  of  afliftance  in  reinftating  him  in  the  power  and  con- 
fequence  which  he  had  loft,  and  even  of  great  fiims  of  money  to 
bribe  him  into  his  party  j  and  that  if  he  had  fucceedcd,  an  infur- 
mountable  addition  would  have  been  made  to  the  difficulties  un- 
der which  the  Englilh  government  had  to  ftruggle.  That  in 
order  to  counteract  this,  it  became  neceffary  for  the  fervants  of 
the  Company  to  exert  themfelves  to  the  utmoft,  to  ingratiate 
themfelves  with  the  Court  of  Delhi,  and  by  that  means  feCure 
to  their  employers  that  great  body  of  flrength  and  influence 
which  would  naturally  refult  from  the  countenance  of  the  Shah  ; 
and  this  more  efpecially,  as  the  Mogul  had  recently  loft  his  Mi- 
nifter,  a  perfon  highly  ferviceable  to  the  Britifli  Adminiftration, 
being  clofely  conneiSled  by  ties  of  friendfliip  with  the  Vizier, 
who  was  a  decided  favourer  of  this  country ;  and  that  it  was 
determined,  by  the  unanimous  voice  of  the  Council,  to  fend  an 
Ambaffador  to  Delhi,  in  order  to  fecure,  as  much  as  poflible,  an 
amicable  difpofition  in  that  Court.  That  Mr.  Haftings  appointed 
Major  Brown  to  the  embafly,  and  that  his  infl:ru£lions  were,  firfl 
to  fulfil  the  formalities  of  refpedl  and  compliment  to  the  perfon 
from  whom  the  Company  acknowledged  to  hold  all  their  pof- 
feflions,  next  to  condole  with  him  on  the  death  of  his  Minifter, 
and  laftly,  to  confult  with  him  on  the  means  of  reftoring  him 
to  that  power  and  confcquence  which  his  predccefibrs  had  en- 
joyed, but  which  he  had  been  deprived  of.  He  was  alfo  to  en- 
courage, with  as  much  addrefs  and  delicacy  as  poffible,  over- 
tures of  an  alliance,  and  applications  for  affiftance  from  the  Ben- 
gal government ;  but  was  exprefsly  diredled  to  avoid  any  pofitive 
engagements,  until  he  fhould  have  referred  to  the  Council  the 
propofals  made  by  the  Mogul,  and  particularly  an  account  of 
the  manner  in  which  any  force  that  the  Prefidency  might  afford 
him  were  to  be  employed,  and  the  refources  by  which  it  was  to 
be  paid.  Thefe  were  the  objedls  of  Major  Brown's  miffion. — 
The  confequence  of  it  was,  that  the  Mogul,  unwilling  to  efpoufe 
the  party  of  Tippo  Saib  and  France,  exprefled  a  great  willing- 
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nefs  to  enter  into  a  treaty  of  an  offenfive  nature  with  the  govern- 
ment of  Bengal,  of  which  Major  Brown  gave  notice  to  the 
Council,  v/ho  refufed  to  enter  into  it.  This  circurndance  of 
the  attempts  of  the  French  and  Tippo  Saib  to  unite  to  their 
joint  powers  the  authority  of  the  Mogul,  reminded  him  of  what 
had  dropt  from  the  Noble  Lord  in  the  blue  ribband  on  a  former 
debate. — The  Noble  Lord  had  paufed  for  fome  time,  to  confider 
what  connexion  there  could  poffibly  be  between  any  European 
power  and  the  Court  of  Delhi,  and  had  particularly  alluded  to 
France.  What,  faid  the  Noble  Lord,  has  France  to  do  with 
Delhi  ?  and  the  Noble  Lord  had  attempted  to  turn  into  ridicule 
the  idea  of  fuppoHng,  that  it  was  neceffary  to  fecure  that  Court 
to  prevent  its  falling  in  with  the  views  of  our  enemies ;  but, 
from  the  fadls  that  appeared  upon  the  face  of  Major  Brown's 
letter,  on  which,  for  other  purpofes,  fo  much  reliance  had  been 
placed,  the  Noble  Lord  might  inform  himfelf  better  on  the  fub- 
je<3:,  and  fee  that  France  had  very  material  objedls  in  view  in  an 
intercourfe  and  conne6lion  with  the  Court  of  Delhi. 

[Here  he  read  that  part  of  Major  Brown's  inftru6lions  which 
he.  had  referred  to  before,  whence  it  appeared  from  that  Gentle- 
man's own  words,  that  he  was  exprefsly  reftrained  from  con- 
cluding, or  even  propofing  any  treaty,  until  he  had  laid  the  whole 
progrefs  of  his  negociation  before  the  Council,  and  had  their  ap- 
probation to  proceed  upon.] 

Being  afked  from  the  other  fide  of  the  Houfe,  what  was  the 
date  of  the  letter  ?  He  informed  them  j  and  faid,  that  that  led 
him  to  another  circumftance  nccefiary  to  be  obferved ;  which 
was,  that  the  letter  bore  a  date  fubfequent  to  one  of  the  periods 
in  which  the  Right  Hon.  Gentleman  had  fuppofed  Mr.  Haftings 
to^have  given  the  inftruilions  of  which  he  complained.  If, 
therefore,  any  fuch  inftrudlions  had  been  given,  it  muft,  accord- 
ing to  the  Right  Hon.  Gentleman,  have  been  at  the  time  when 
Mr.  Haftings  met  Major  Brown  at  Lucknow;  but  the  Right 
Hon.  Gentleman  had  marked  that  as  the  time  when  it  was  de- 
termined to  depart  from  and  violate  the  treaty,  fo  that  it  was 
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impolTible  he  could  have  given  at  that  time  any  fuch  inftruc- 
tions.     Thus,  he  apprehended,  he  had  fufficiently  proved,  that 
no  fuch  treaty  had  ever  been  undertaken  by  Mr.  Haftings ;  and 
if  fo,  it  was  impoffible  that  the  other  charge  of  having  departed 
from  and  violated  his  treaty,  could  have  any  phice  or  authority 
whatfoever.     The  Right  Hon.  Gentleman  had  alfo  charged  Mr. 
Haftings  with  having  carried  on  his  negociations  with  the  Mo- 
o-ul  without  the  privacy  of  the  Council,  contrary  to  the  duty  of 
his  ftation :  but  here  again  were  the  records  of  the  Council  to 
contradid  him  ;  for  as  the  letters  of  Major  Brov/n  proved,  that 
he  had  not  began  a  negociation  for  an  ofFenfive  treaty  at  all,  fo 
it  was  proved  by  thofe  that  he  had  never  intended  to  do  fo  with- 
out applying  to  the  Council  for  their  encouragement.     As  to 
^  the  charge  of  having  fuffered  the  Mogul  to  unite  with  the  IVIah- 
ratta  powers,  which,  as  a  Right  Hon.  Gentleman  (Mr.  Burke) 
had  faid,  it  was  his  duty,  by  force  of  arms,  to  have  prevented  : 
but  before  he  went  farther  on  that  fubjed,  he  begged  Gentle- 
men to  advert  to  the  inconfiflency  of  one  Gentleman's  com- 
plaining of  a  Governor  for  entering  into  an  ofFenfive  treaty,  and 
another  as  bitterly  inveighing  againft  him  for  not  actually  taking 
up  arms  J  and  this  from  perfons  who  appeared  to  go  hand  in-j 
hand  in  the  whole  proceeding! — With  refped  to  this  union  of 
the  Mogul  with  the  Mahrattas,  he  had  only  to  obferve,  that  if 
that  had  not  taken  place,  one  ar  the  other  of  thofe  two  circum- 
flances  muft  have  occurred,  either  that  he  muft  have  fallen  into 
the  hands  of  the  French  and  Tippo  Sultan,  or  become  connected 
•with  the  Eaft-India  Company  by  fuch  an  alliance  as  was  now 
fo  fcverely  reprobated.     But  in  fact,  if  he  were  inclined  to  do 
what  his  duty  reftrained  him  from  doing — to  lay  open  fecrets 
which  the  intercfts  of  the  country  required  (hould  be  concealed, 
he  could  eafdy  prove,  that  the  junflion  of  the  Mogul  with  thofe 
potentates  was  of  the  higheft  advantage  to  the  Company.    The 
Right  Hon.  Gentleman  had  objected  to  the  mode  in  which  the 
Court  of  Directors  had  enquired  into  the  negociation  with  the 
Coujt  of  Delhi,  making  Major  Brown  the  objed  of  their  en- 
quiry. 
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quiry,  inilead  of  his  employer  Mr.  Haftings,  whom  they  en- 
tirely pafled  by ;  but  fure  it  was  the  feverer  method  againft  the 
principal,  to  apply  to  the  agents  in  Tuch  cafes  ;  for  it  was 
putting  him  on  his  guard,  and  pointing  out  to  him  the  necefTity 
of  proving  againft  his  employer  all  fuch  facl:s,  as,  if  brought 
home  to  him,  muft  in  the  end  come  upon  himfelf,  and  was  of 
courfe  adding  one  perfon  more,  and  that  the  moft  deeply  inte- 
refted,  to  the  lift  of  the  accufers  :  fo  that  in  truth,  the  calling 
upon  iVIajor  Brown,  in  the  firft  inftance,  was  the  moft  likely 
way  of  bringing  forth  all  the  circumftances  againft  Mr.  Haft- 
ings,  fuppofmg  the  tranfaftions  to  have  been  criminal,  whilft  it 
by  no  means  tended  to  produce  any  thing  in  his  favour.  From 
all  this  it  muft  appear,  that  there  was  no  prefumptive  grounds 
for  a  charge  of  criminality,  fuiticient  to  warrant  the  difclofure 
of  papers  that  were  alledged  to  be  of  a  dangerous  tendency ;  but 
as  the  Right  Hon.  Gentleman  had  faid  lb  much  on  that  head,  he 
fhould  take  up  as  little  of  the  time  of  the  Houfe  as  poUible  to 
give  him  an  anfwer.  He  believed,  if  he  were  determined  to 
prove  to  the  Houfe  that  the  papers  were  really  dangerous  and 
improper  to  be  made  public,  he  could  do  It  in  a  very  fliort  and 
compendious  way,  to  which,  he  confefied,  he  fhould  be  ex- 
tremely averfe  :  this  method  in  ftiort  was,  by  producing  them  ; 
for  he  would  undertake  to  fay,  that  were  they  to  be  read  by  the 
'Members  there  could  be  but  one  opinion  upon  them,  which 
would  be  that  of  cenfure  on  him  for  confenting  to  grant  papers 
of  a  nature  io  extremely  delicate,  and  fo  likely  to  injure  our  in- 
tcrefts  in  India,  by  cxpofing  to  each  other  the  views  and  con- 
fiderations  by  which  each  of  the  Princes  of  that  country  had 
been  governed  in  their  arrangements  with  us.  He  had,  he  faid, 
been  called  upon  to  point  out  how  the  production  of  the  papers 
would  be  dangerous  ;  but  furely  if  he  were  to  attempt  to  do  fo, 
it  would  literally  be  to  incur  the  danger:  for  how  could  he  ex- 
plain the  danger  of  communicating  fecrets,  without  in  a  great 
meafure  making  the  fecrets  themfelves  known  ?  Fie  had  already 
faid  as  niuchj  and  perhaps  more  than  he  could  with  fafety  fay 
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upon  the  fubjetSl;  and  furely  it  could  not  be  fuppofed,  but  that  if 
he  confulted  his  own  eafe  rather  than  his  duty,  he  muft  wifti  at 
once  to  confent  to  granting  of  the  papers. — And  indeed,  when 
he  confidered  that  as  yet  all  the  papers  that  had  been  granted 
were  of  a  nature  calculated  to  fupport  the  charges  againft  Mr. 
Haftings,  and  that  thofe  now  moved  for  were  fuch  as  would 
place  in  a  moft  confpicuous  point  of  view  the  moft  meritorious 
and  brilliant  part  of  his  adminiftration,  he  could  not  help 
from  motives  of  compaffion  and  juftice,  lamenting,  that  in 
compliance  v/ith  his  duty  he  muft  objecl  to  their  production. — 
The  Right  Hon.  Gentleman  had  attempted  to  fhew,  that  on 
the  fame  principles  as  thofe  on  which  the  prefent  motion  was 
obje£led  to,  any  delinquent  fervant  of  the  public  might  be 
fcreened  from  puniftiment,  and  the  cenfure  of  that  Houfe,  by 
the  bare  ipfe  dixit  of  the  Miniftcr,  "  that  the  documents  necef- 
fary  to  the  proof  of  his  guilt  could  not  be  produced  with 
fafetj :" — but  when  circumftances  fuch  as  he  had  mentioned, 
as  well  of  the  innocence,  nay  the  merit  of  the  tranfaClion  im- 
puted as  criminal,  as  the  extreme  delicacy  of  the  papers  de- 
manded were  urged,  could  it  poflibly  be  faid,  that  the  queftion 
refled  upon  the  ipfe  dixit  of  the  Minifter?  Or  could  a  prece- 
dent beellablifhed  under  fuch  circumftances  as  the  prefent,  that 
could  ever  apply  to  cafes  in  which  thofe  or  fimilar  circumftances 
did  not  exift  ?  and  where  they  did  exift,  he  hoped  there  would 
never  be  any  need  of  a  precedent,  but  that  common  fenfe  and 
the  mioft  obvious  rules  of  political  expedience  would  operate 
on  the  Houfe  to  reje£l  fuch  applications. 
Mr.  Shell-  Mr.  Sheridan  rofe  immediately  as  Mr.  Pitt  fat  down,  and 
began  a  very  long  fpecch  with  declaring,  that  all  that  had  been 
faid  by  the  Right  Hon.  Gentleman  contained  little  or  no  argu- 
ment, tending  to  anfwer  and  refute  the  reafoning  of  his  Rioht 
Hon.  Friend,  who  had  clearly  and  demonftrably  proved,  that 
the  papers  ought  to  be  produced  ;  that  they  contained  manifeft 
and  undeniable  evidence,  that  Mr.  Haftings  had  entered  into  a 
licgociation  of  ofFcnfive  alliances  with  the  country  powers  j  and 
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that  it  was  not  pofllble  for  the  granting  the  papers  to  be  attend- 
ed with  the  letting  out  of  any  fecret,  likely  to  be  produ6live  of 
danger  to  the  ftate.  Mr.  Sheridan  treated  the  idea  of  its  being 
a  queftion  of  confidence,  in  a  light  perfecSlly  new  and  extremely 
ingenious.  He  faid,  undoubtedly,  if  he  or  any  Gentleman  had 
a  confidence  in  an  adminiftration,  and  a  queftion  for  papers  was 
moved  in  that  Houfe  affecting  the  executive  government  of  the 
country,  and  his  Majefty's  Minifters,  who  were  to  be  refpon- 
fible,  ftood  up  and  declared,  that  the  granting  the  papers  would 
prove  dangerous  to  the  ftate,  having  a  confidence  in  thefe  Mi- 
nifters, he  Ihould  defift  from  prefting  fuch  a  motion.  But  was 
that  the  cafe  there  ?  No  fuch  thing.  The  Right  Hon.  Gentleman 
who  had  juft  fat  down,  as  his  Majefty's  Minifter,  was  not  rc- 
fponfible  for  the  adminiftration  of  the  executive  government  of 
India.  That  government  was  not  the  government  of  his  Ma- 
jefty,  whofe  name  and  authority  had  no  connexion  with  it. 
It  was  merely  the  government  of  a  trading  company,  conduc- 
ed by  their  fervants,  and  therefore  ail  ideas  of  confidence  in  the 
King's  Minifters  were  out  of  the  queftion.  What  was  the 
Board  of  Controul  ?  Nothing  more  than  another  Board  of  Di- 
retSlors,  of  a  fuperior  order  indeed,  and  nominated  by  his  Ma- 
jefty  in  the  firft  inftance.  But  it  was  rather  curious,  Mr.  She- 
ridan faid,.  that  the  Right  Hon.  and  Learned  Gentleman  fliould 
be  one  of  the  perfons,  and  perhaps  the  principal  in  talking  of  India 
fee  rets,  and  refufing  neceftary  papers  on  that  ground,  when  he 
himfelf  had  formed  his  own  motions  for  papers  in  1781  and  1782, 
in  the  broadeft  and  moft  general  words,  calling  for  all  the  pa- 
pers relating  to  the  revenue,  all  the  papers  relating  to  the  civil 
government,  and  fo  on.  At  that  time,  and  it  was  a  time  of 
war,  no  body  dreamt  of  a  fecret  refpecling  India.  How  hap- 
pened it  then,  that  when  the  condu^l  of  Lord  Clive  was  under 
enquiry,  when  every  other  India  enquiry  was  going  on,  and 
that  from  the  earlicft  periods  it  never  had  been  difcovered,  that 
there  might  be  a  ftate  fecret  in  India,  till  the  year  one  thoiifand^ 
[even   hundred^    and  eighty-fss?      It  was,   Mr,    Sheridan  faid, 
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downright  nonfenfe  to  talk  with  a  grave  face  about  fecrecy,  and 
the  dangerous  tendency  of  letting  the  papers  moved  for  be  feen, 
when  it  was  well  known,  not  only  what  were  their  contents, 
but  every  tranfa^iion  they  alluded  to.     In  order  more  fully  to 
convince  the  Houfe,  that  the  papers  would  eftablifli  a  moft  ex- 
traordinary feries  of  duplicity  in  the  conduft  of  Mr.  Haftings 
refpe6ting  the  negociation  with  the  Mogul,  Mr.  Sheridan  went 
into  a  detailed  invcfligation  of  every  minute  circumftance  of  the 
tranfa>5lions   of   Major  Brown,   from  the  time   of  his  leaving 
Calcutta  in  0£lober,  1783,   to  the  arrival  of  Mr.    Haftings  at 
Lucknow,  with  all  the  relative  faCtS  of  the  flight  of  the  fon  of 
the  Mogul,  of  that  Prince's  reception  by  Mr.  Haftings  and  the 
Nabob  of  Oude,  of  the  feizure  of  the  old  Miniftcr  of  the  Mo- 
gul by  the  Vizier  Aphrafead-Cawn,  and  the  putting  the  Mogul 
into  the  hands  of  Madagee  Sindia,  reafoning  upon  each  parti- 
cular as  he  proceeded,  and  deducing  fuch  inferences  as  he  con- 
ceived the  premifes  clearly  warranted  j  all  of  which,  he  con- 
tended, concurred  in  proving  that  Mr.  Haftings  had  a6led  in  a 
manner  fo  intricate  and  extraordinary,  that  though   he  by  no 
means   wiilied  to  be   underftood    as   fugtreftin";  it  either  as   a 
charge  or  an  infinuation  that  Mr.   Haftings  was  confclous  of 
being  guilty,  yet  with  the  pureft  innocence  on  the  part  of  that 
Gentleman,  the  fufpicion  it  gave  rife  to  in  his  mind  was,  that  Mr. 
Haftings,  from  an  idea  that  the  party  he  confidered  as  his  politi- 
cal enemies  were  in  pov/er  at  home,  might  entertain  a  wifli  to 
provide  himfelf  a  refuge   at  the  Court  of  Delhi.     After  going 
through  this  long  detail,  A-jr.  Sheridan  added  fome  general  rea- 
foning, and  preiTcd  Mr.  Dundas  pretty  clofely  on  his  afting  fo 
inconfiftently,  as  in  his  mind,  he  faid,  he  did,  in  not  either  man- 
fully ftanding  forward  himfelf  as  the  firft  accufer  of  Mr.  Hait= 
ingR,  or  being  at  leaft  a  warm  fupporter  of  the  accufation.     He 
aflccd  what  could  be  the  reafonof  the  backv/ardnefs  of  the  Right 
Hon.   Gentleman,  who  had  built  his  fame  on  his  conducSl  as  a 
condu(5lor  of  Indian  enquires?     Was  it  that  he  thought  to  fe- 
cure  tl)at  lituation  he  had  acquired  by  profecuting  one  fuppofed 
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delinquent,  that  he  took  pains  to  prote6l  another  ?  Or  was  it 
from  a  kind  of  gratitude  for  Eaft-India  delinquency,  to  which 
he  had  been  fo  much  obliged,  that  he  chofe  to  be  its  friend,  and 
would  not,  as  it  were,  kick  down  the  ladder  on  which  he  had 
rifen  ?  Be  it  afcribed  to  what  caufe  it  might,  it  appeared  to 
him  highly  inconfiftent  for  the  Right  Hon.  Gentleman  to  have 
moved  the  Refolutions  of  1782,  and  to  oppofe  fubftantiating 
them  in  1786. 

Major  Scott  rofe  immediately  after  Mr.  Sheridan,  and  ad-  MajorScott. 
drefled  the  Houfe  as  follows  : 

'  The  Hon.    Gentleman  (Mr.  Sheridan)   who  has   juft  fat 
down,  has  treated  the  fubje£t  in  debate  in  fo  extraordinary  a 
manner,  that  I  am  abfolutely  loft  in  a^oniflimentj  and  find  it 
impollible  for  me  to  follow  him  ;  yet  I  will  endeavour.  Sir,  by 
a  plain  and  faithful  relation  of  fads,  to  render  the  fubjecfb  in- 
telligible to  the  good  fenfe  of  this  Houfe  ;  but  if  I  were  to  offer 
to  anfwer  the  Hon.   Gentleman's  ingenious  arguments  in  any 
other  way,  I  fhould  affuredly  fail  in  the  attempt.     I  fliall  never 
prefume  to  difpute  the  abilities,  the  wit,  or  the  ingenuity  of  the 
Hon.   Gentleman ;  but  I  muft  lay  claim  to  fome  knowledge  of 
the  fubje£t  before  you,  and  in  a  debate  on  an  Indian  queftionj 
a  refidence  of   near  fixteen  years  in  that  country  may  give  me 
fome  advantage  over  the  Hon.  Gentleman,  vt'hich  it  v;ouId  be 
prefumption  in  me  to  afpire  to  upon  any  other.      But  before  I 
proceed  to  detail  the   circumftanc^s  of  Major  Brown's  necro- 
ciations,  permit  me  to  remark  upon  a  moft  extraordinary  fup- 
pofition  in  the  conclufon  of  the  Hon.  Gentleman's  fpeech,  and 
I  am  glad  he  mentioned  it,  becaufe  it  has  already  been  mention- 
ed in  a  former  debate  by  a  Right  Hon.  Gentleman  (Mr.  Fox.) 
One  way  of  accounting  for  Major  Brown's  propofal  for  tlie 
Britifh  government  of  Bengal  to  aflift  the  King  with  troops 
was,  that  It  was  entirely  agreeable  to  Mr.  Haftings,  and  it  be- 
came the  more  fufpicious  that  thefe  troops  were  not  to  have 
Britifh  officers.     The  conclufion  meant  to  be  impreffed  upon 
the  Houfe  was,  and  indeed  it  was  flated  too  plainly  to  be  mif- 
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underftood,  that  about  the  time  this  propofal  came  from  Major 
Brown,  Mr.  Haftings  had  intelligence  of   certain  events    in 
England,  namely,  the  Right  Hon.  Gentleman's  India  Bill,  and 
that  he  was  providing  a  fecure  retreat  at  Delhi,  where  he  might 
refift  the  power  of  this  country.     An  attention  to  dates  over- 
fets  this  fufpicion  in  an  inftant.     The  propofal  for  troops  was 
originally  made  in  06lober  1783,  and  the  Right  Hon.  Gentle- 
man did  not  bring  in  his  Bill  till  the  following  month.     No 
one  can  believe  that  I  had  the  moft  diftant  idea  of  the  heads  of 
that  Bill  i  even  the  then  Chairman  of  the  Court  of  Directors, 
Sir  Henry  Fletcher,  profefled  his  utter  ignorance  of  it  till  it 
was  opened  in  this  Houfe — fo  that  at  once  there  is  an  end  to 
that  fufpfcion.     At  a  fubfequent  period,  in  May   1784,  Mr. 
Haftings  had  heard  from  me,  that  the  Bill  had  been  twice  read 
and  committed.     In  his  reply  to  that  letter  he  had  prophefied 
the  fate  of  the  Bill. — He  faid  it  never  would  pafs,  and  many 
Gentlemen  in  this  Houfe  have  feen  the  letter.     But  he  added, 
that  to  him  it  was  not  of  the  fmalleft  confequence,  fince  not  all 
the  powers  upon  earth  fhould  detain  him  another  feafon  in  In- 
dia, unlefs  upon  one  condition — that  of  having  complete  power 
from  England,  and  of  that  he  had  not  the  fmalleft  expectations. 
He  kept  his  word,  for  he  quitted  in  Feb.  1785,  feventeen  days  pre- 
vious to  the  appointment  of  his  fucceffor  in  England.    But  ad- 
mitting for  a  moment  that  Mr.  Haftings,  feeling  ftrong  re-< 
fentment  for  the  unmerited  reproaches  caft  upon  him  in  Eng- 
land,   in   return  for   preferving  an   empire   to   Great-Britain, 
had  determined   within  himfelf  to  refift  that  Bill — is  there  a 
Gentleman  in  this  Houfe  who  fuppofes,  that  any  thing  fo  ab- 
furd,  fo  prepofterous,  or  fo  ridiculous,  as  what  the  two  Hon. 
Gentlemen  have  infinuated,  could  have  entered  into  his  head. 
What,  Sir,  to  truft  himfelf  with  fix  miferable  battalions  of  fea- 
poys,  without  Britifli  officers,  in  a  country  where  there  have 
been  for  the  laft  ten  years  almoft  as  many  afTaflinations  and  re- 
volutions as  months  ? — No  man  who  knows  any  thing  of  India, 
can  for  a  moment  entertain  fuch  a  thought.     There  was  one, 

and 
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and  but  one  way,  by  which  fuch  a  plan  could  have  fucceeded, 
a'S'i ng  heart  and  hand  with  our  countrymen  in  India  :  but  Mr. 
IT. clings  at  Delhi  would  have  been  more  inconfiderable  than 
Mr.  Hailings  in  London.     As  the  Hon.  Gentleman  has  men- 
tioned th-.t  India  Bill,  I  will  tell  him  what  were  the  feelings  of 
Gentlemen  in  India  upon  it,  as  far  as  I  have  been  able  to  learn 
them  from  letters,  and  the  information  of  thofe  who  were  at 
the  time  it  was  heard  of  on  the  fpot.     Our  countrymen  there 
conceived  they  had  rendered  great  and  important  fervices  during 
the  war,  and  that  they  were  as  fuccefsful  in  India,  as  unhap- 
pily we  were  unfortunate  every  v/here  elfe  : — they  therefore 
read  with  indignation  and  refentment  the  virulent  abufe  which 
was  univerfally  beftowed  upon  them  while  that  Bill  was  in  its 
progrefs  through  this  Houfe  : — added  to  thi':.  the  general  opi- 
nion was,  that  daily  fuperceffions   were  to  ht  expecled,  fmce 
removals  and  appointments  in  India  were  veiled  in  the  Com* 
miffioners.     Mr.   Haftings  was  generally,   almoft  univerfally, 
efteemed,  or   more  than  efteemed,  and  the  caufe  was  a  com-* 
mon  one  :  if,  therefore,  he  had  entertained  fuch  ideas  as  the 
Hon.    Gentleman  would  impute   to   him,    Calcutta,  and   not 
Delhi,  would  have  been  his  feat  of  government  j  but  in  truth, 
he  was  anxious  to  conclude  his  buHnefs  with  the  Vizisr,  and  to 
embark  for  his  native  country.     Having  ftated  this,   Sir,  I  fna!^ 
now  beg  leave  to  reply  to  all  the  ingenious  arguments  of  the 
Hon.  Gentleman  by  a  ftricl  relation  of  fails. 

'  On  the  20th  of  Auguft  1782,  Major  Brown,  was  by  the 
Governor  General  and  Council,  not  by  Mr.  Haftings,  appoint- 
ed Minifter  from  the  Britifh  Government  to  the  Moo-ul  : — 
The  inftru(f^ions  were  given  by  Mr.  Haftings,  with  the  know- 
ledge and  concurrence  of  the  Board,  and  the  material  parts 
have  been  read  by  the  Right  Hon.  Gentleman  below  me.  The 
policy  of  the  embaffy  has  not  been  difputed.  In  March  1783, 
thefe  inftrudlions  were  recorded.  In  Odober  1783,  befpre 
Major  Brown  had  had  an  interview  with  the  King,  a  propo* 
fttion  came  frogi  his  Majefty  and  his  Minifter,  to  the  Governor 
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General  and  Council,  for  troops  to  affift  him.     I'he  Maratta 
peace^  which  had  not  been  ratified  when  Major  Brown  was 
deputed,  was  at  this  time  fully  fettled  ;  Mr,   Haftings   recom- 
mended a  compliance  with  the  King's  requeft,  but  his  Council 
rejedcd  the  propoution,  and  there  it  ended.     It  is  neceffary  to 
obfervc,  that  at  this  time,  and  for  fome    months  before,  very 
violent  difputes  fubfifled  in  the  Council,  and  Mr.  Haftings  was 
in  a  minority.     Thefe  difputes  continued,  till  in  the  latter  end 
of  December,  the  Board  agreed  10  leave  the  province  of  Oude 
to  the  management  of  Mr.   Haftings,  he  relieving  them  from 
the  refponfibility,  and   he  confenting   to  it.     On   the   20th  of 
January   1784,  Major  Brown's  letter  of  the  30th  of  Decem- 
ber  1783,  was   received  and  fent   in  circulation  to  the    other 
Members.      The  bufmefs  of  Oude  v/as  at  this  time  the  great 
fubjecSl  of  attention,  and  the  Board  had  two  months  before  de- 
clined to  affift  the  King.     In  ten  days  after  this,  Mr,  Haftings, 
ftill  in  a  minority,    quitted   Calcutta,  and   exprefsly  confined 
by  his  credentials  to  the  execution  of  that  bufmefs  for  which  he 
was   deputed — namely,     '  to  affift  the  Vizier  in  fettling  his 
'  country,  and  to  recover  the  debts  due  from  him  to  the  Com- 
'  pany.'     The  power  of  removing  Major  Brov/n  by  with  the 
Board  in  Calcutta,  who  were  not  at  that  time,  or  even  till  juft 
before  his  departure  for  Europe,   very   well   inclined   towards 
Mr.    Haftings.     They  did  not  remove  him — but  there  was  no 
further  application  from  him  or  the  King  for  military  affiflance. 
In  the  month  of  May,  while  Mr.  Haftings  v/as  deeply  engaged 
in  arranging  the  affairs  of  the  Nabob  Vizier,  the  Prince  ar- 
rived  in   the  vicinity   of  Lucknow  ;  and  I  can  auert  it  for  a 
facl,  upon   the  -.folemn  affurarices  of  Mr.  Haftings,  and  every 
Gentleman  then  with  him,  that  he  was  utterly  ignorant  of  his 
^ight,  and  that  he  took  every  ftep  in  his  power  to  prevent  his 
coming  to  Lucknow  j  but  v/licn  it  was  not  to  be  avoided,  he 
thought  it  proper  to  receive  him  in  a  manner  fuited  to  the  dig- 
nity of  the  Prince's  ftation   in  Indoftan.     His  anfwer  to  the 
Prince  was  furely  wife  and  true.     The  King  and  his  Minifter 
8  afterwards 
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afterwards  Tent  a  formal  embafTy  to  require  the  Prince's  return, 
and  Major  Brown  was  charged  with  feparate  commands  trom 
the  King :  whether  Mr.  Haftings  was  right  or  wrong  in  his 
judgment,  it  is  certain  that  he  thought  this  a  favourable  mo- 
ment to  aflifl  the  King.  He  earneftly  prefTed  his  Council  to 
grant  him  authority,  but  they  peremptorily  refufed  it ;  and  here 
this  fecond  negociation  ended.  A'ir.  Haftings  never  buoyed  the 
King  or  the  Prince  up  with  an  idea,  that  he  had  any  power  to 
affift  them,  without  lirft  receiving  the  fandlion  of  his  Council. 
—One  point  is  curious. 

*  The  Right  Hon.  Gentleman  has  quoted  two  Refolutions  to 
prove,  that  to  interfere  unnecellluily  in  the  difputes  of  the 
Country  Powers,  is  contrary  to  the  wifh  of  this  Houfe — Mr. 
Haftings  quoted  a  third  to  his  Council  to  prove,  that  it  was  the 
■wifti  of  this  Houfe,  that  the  firft  favourable  opportunity  fhould 
be  feized  of  doing  him  a  fervice ;  for  if  the  Refolution  does  not 
mean  thus  much,  it  means  nothing. — I  defire  the  v/ords  may 
be  read  : 

"  Refolved,  That  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  Committee,  that 
"  the  conduft  of  the  Company  and  their  fervants  in  India  to 
"  the  King  and  Nudjiir  Cawn,  with  refpeft  to  the  tribute 
*'  payable  to  the  one,  and  the  ftipend  to  the  other,  and  with 
*'  refpecl  to  the  transfer  of  the  provinces  of  Corah  and  Illaha- 
*'  bad  to  the  Vizier,  was  contrary  to  policy  and  good  faith  j 
*'  and  that  fuch  wife  and  pradlicable  meafures  fhould  be  adopt- 
"  ed  in  future,  as  may  tend  to  redeem  the  national  honour,  and 
"  recover  the  confidence  and  attachment  of  the  Princes  of 
«  India." 

'  Now,  Sir,  this  Refolution  is  an  ample  juftlfication  for  Mr. 
Haftings,  if  he  could  afnft  the  King  without  an  umiecejfary  in~ 
terference  in  the  differences  of  the  Country  Powers ;  but  as  his 
Council  would  not  agree  with  him,  he  formally  declared,  that 
he  could  not  afTift  the  Mogul,  though  all  parties  agreed  in  grant- 
ing an  afylum  to  the  Prince,  and  the  Nabob  Vizier  cheerfully 
afforded  him  the  means  of  fubfiftence. 

F  f  3  <  I  muft 
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*  I  muft  defire  to  obferve,    that  Mr.  Hadings's  deputation 
tpLucknow,  had  no  connexion  of  any  fort  with  Major  Brown's 
riegociations.     There  had  been  very  violent  difputes  at  Luck- 
now,  between  the  Vizier  and  Hyder  Beg  Cawn  on  the  one  part, 
and  Mr.  Briftow  on  the  other.     Thefe  were  referred  to  Cal_ 
cutta,  and   Mr.  Haflings  differed  with  his   Council  effentially 
upon  the  fubjeils  in  difpute.     From  May  to  December  1783, 
thefe  differences  contmued ;  and   then    the   Council  agreed  to 
yield  to  Mr.  Haflings,   provided  he  would  enfure  the  payment 
of  the  Company's  debt.     He  acceded  to  the  terms — he  pre- 
pared, on  the  Vizier's  invitation,  to  go  to  Lucknow — his  offer 
was  accepted  by  the  Board,  and  his  credentials  confined  him  to 
the  two  points  of  aflifling  the  Vizier,  and  recovering  the  ba- 
lances due;  from  his  Excellency  to  the  Company.     Thefe  were, 
in  fait,  the  only  two  points  on  which  Mr.  Haftings  was  de- 
puted, and  thereiore  his  credentials,  v/hich  this  Houfe  has  or- 
dered to-day  to  be  printed,  were  in  every  refpedt  proper  and 
ample.     It  is  furely  a  ftrange  conclufion  to  draw,  that  Mr. 
Haflings  wanted  to  involve  the  nr.tion  in  another  war,  becaufe 
he  declared  his  opinion  to  his  Council,  that  if  powers  were 
granted  tp  him,  he  would  effe6lually  affift  the  King,  without 
committing   the  Company's  arrns  or   treafure,  and  make  his 
fituation  much  more  comfortable  than  it  had  been  for  years. 
If  we  are  to  judge  from  another  event,  we  mufl:  think  that 
Mr.  Haftings  could  have  performed  what  he  promifed.     There 
was  hardly  a  man  in  India,  who  conceived  a  poflibility  of  his 
dolncr  what  he  did   to  extricate  the  Vizier  at  Lucknow,  or  to 
recover  the  Company's  debt.     The  Hon.  Gentleman  has  faid, 
that  Mr.  Haftiiigs's  letter  of  the  30th  of  April,  and  the  poft- 
fcript  of  the  13th  of  May,  were  printed  by  me,  and  publicly 
read  in  a  Court  of  Proprietors,  and  that  therefore  it  is  abfurd 
to  withhold  the  other  papers.     He  is  very  near  correal  in  this 
ftatement,  but  I  will  relate  it  exadtiy  as  it  happened.     I  declare 
upon  my  honour,  that  I  did  not  receive  a  copy  of  that  letter 
frorp  Mr.  Haftings,  hut  iiicrely  a  fmall  letter  upon  a  quarter 
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ofafheet  of  paper,  which  came  in  the  Company's  over-land 
packet,  and  was  delivered  to  me  at  the  India-houfe.  This  let- 
ter, which  many  Gentlemen  have  feen,  contained  the  prophecy 
of  Mr.  Haftings,  that  the  Right  Hon.  Gentleman's  Bill  would 
never  pafs,  and  his  declaration  to  return  the  following  feafon  to 
Europe  :  but  I  confefs  I  was  very  defirous  to  get  at  the  letter  to 
the  Diredtors,  and  I  will  tell  the  Hon.  Gentleman  why.  When 
the  Right  Hon.  Gentleman  brought  in  his  India  Bill,  the  Houfe 
and  the  country  were  told,  that  the  balance  due  from  the  Vi- 
zier to  the  Company,  above  750,000!.  never  could  be  paid, 
and  it  was  ftruck  out  of  the  Dire£lors  ftatement.  Mr.  Haft- 
ings's  public  letter  contained  authentic  accounts,  that  the  great- 
eft  part  was  aftually  paid  in  April  1784,  and  ample  funds  pro- 
vided for  liquidating  the  remainder,  as  well  as  for  the  current 
fubfidy — and  thefe  funds  have  been  fully  fufficient,  as  later  ad- 
vices prove.  Now,  Sir,  I  do  confefs,  that  the  triumph  of  party, 
by  vv'hich  we  are  all  apt  at  times  to  be  adluated,  did  induce  me 
to  wifh,  that  by  feme  means  or  other  the  public  fhould  be  in- 
formed, how  erroneous  the  Right  Hon.  Gentleman's  ftatement, 
in  a  very  material  inftance,  had  been  proved  to  be.  The  only 
way  to  get  at  the  letter  was,  to  propofe  its  being  read  at  a  Ge- 
neral Court.  This  we  did — The  Chairman  (Mr.  Devaynes) 
objetSled  to  it ;  but  we  were  too  anxious  to  get  at  the  main 
point,  to  attend  to  his  obje6lions,  and  the  letter  was  read.  I 
had  then  a  right  to  a  copy  of  it,  which  I  fent  to  a  Bookfeller  to 
publifli ;  but  being  defired  by  feveral  Gentlemen  not  to  publifh 
it,  I  prevented  its  coming  out,  even  after  it  was  printed.  But 
when  the  Bookfeller  had  adlually  procured  a  copy  from  another 
channel,  I  then  thought  he  might  as  well  fend  mine  forth  :  and 
this  is  the  ftate  of  the  tranfadlion.  It  was  a  mere  party  triumph, 
and  not  a  very  unreafonable  one,  when  it  v/as  confidered  how 
deeply  the  Right  Hon.  Gentleman  had  committed  himfelf  on 
the  moft  material  point  of  the  letter  in  queftion. 

*  The  Hon.  Gentleman  has   afierted,  that  the  Vizier  had  no 
army,  except  our  forces,  commanded  by  Britilh  Officers.    Good  ' 
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God  !  Sir,  where  can  he  pick  up  his  intelligence  ?  The  Vizier's 
army,  I  believe,  confifts  of  50,000  men,  15,000  of  which  are 
cavalry.  Oik  force  in  his  country  confifted  of  one  brigade  at 
Cawnpore,  fix  battalions  at  Futtyghear,  and  a  fmall  corps  at 
Lucknow — but  his  ov/n  army  is  very  confiderable. — I  will  afllire 
the  Hon.  Gentleman,  that  I  never  faw  Mr.  Haftings's  fecret 
letter  of  the  16th  of  June.  1784,  to  the  Secret  Committee  of 
the  Court  of  Dire£lors,  till  I  read  it  in  his  letter-book  fmce  this  , 
fubje£l:  was  agitated.  By  that  letter  it  appears,  that  he  gave  the 
Court  of  Directors  the  earlicfi;  intelligence  of  his  views  in  fa- 
vour of  the  King,  and  of  their  being  counteraded  by  the  re-^ 
fufal  of  his  Council  to  grant  him  powers.  The  following  ex- 
tract the  Hon.  Gentleman  has  not  favoured  us  with,  though 
the  v/ords  are  contained  in  the  letter  he  has  in  part  read  :  '  My 
'  objetl  is,  with  the  polTeiTion  of  authority,  to  exhibit  it  as  a 

*  means  of  negociations,  not  to  exercife  it  j  and  I  am  morally 
'  certain,  that  had  1  poiTeiTed  fuch  a  power  at  the  time  in  v/hich 
'  the  event  I  have  defcribed  took  place,  and  v/hile  the  minds  of 
?  the  principal  a£lors  were  enfeebled  with  the  recent  agitation 

*  of  it,  I  could  have  eafily  dictated  the  terms,  both  of  the  King's 
'  deliverance  from  his  prefent  thraldom,  and  his  fon's  return,* 
Mr.  Haflings  did  not  poflefs  the  powers,  the  Council  continued  . 
to  refufc  them,  and  he  did  nothing  :  but  was  it  criminal  in  hini 
to  afk  for  them,  in  order,  as  he  thought,  to  perform  a  fervice 
acceptable  to  the  Mogul,  this  nation,  and  the  Eaft-Tndia  Com- 
pany ?  I  am  fenfible.  Sir,  that  I  have  not  preferyed  a  proper  con- 
nexion in  the  detail  I  have  attempted  to  give  you ;  I  will, 
therefore,  recapitulate,  in  a  few  words,  what  1  meant  to  ftate  to 
the  Houfe,  declaring,  at  the  fame  time,  that  I  have  my  informa- 
tion from  Mr.  Ballings ;  and  that  Major  Brown  himfelf  will, 
in  all  probability,  be  in  England  in  twenty  days. — Major  Brown 
was  appointed,  the  20th  of  Auguft  1782,  Minifter  from  the 
government  of  Bengal  to  Delhi.  His  inftruftlons  were  read 
and  approved  by  the  Board,  then  confifting  of  Mr.  Wheler  and 
Mr.  Macpherfon,  and  confequcntly  were  the  Board's  inftruc- 

tion5. 
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tions.  From  this  time  he  had  no  further  communication  with 
Mr.  Haftings,  nor  any  inftru6lions'at  any  time  from  him  but 
thofe  which  1  iiave  mentioned.  Mr.  Haftlngs  did  not  once 
write  to  Major  Brown,  or  fee  him  in  Auguft  1782,  till  after  he 
left  Calcutta  himfelf  in  February  1784.  Various  obftrudlions 
prevented  Major  Brown's  arrival  at  Delhi,  till  a  year  and  a  half 
after  his  appointment ;  in  March  1783  the  inftrudions  were  re- 
corded. Mr.  Stables  then  being  added  to  the  Board,  and  Sir 
Eyre  Coote  having  returned  from  the  Coaft  for  a  fhort  period, 
from  May  1783  to  the  20th  of  January  1784,  Mr.  Haftings  was 
in  a  minority.  In  October  1783,  the  propofal  for  afiiiling  the 
King  with  troops  was  debated.  Mr.  Haftings  was  for  afliiling 
him  ;  the  other  Members  were  againft  it ;  and  there  it  dropped^ 
The  fame  propofal  was  again  repeated,  though  perhaps  in  dif- 
ferent words,  by  Major  Brown,  on  the  30th  of  December  1783. 
This  was  received  the  20th  of  January  1784,  and  fubmitted  to 
the  Board ;  Mr.  Haftings  all  the  time  in  a  minority.  It  does 
not  appear  that  the  Board  di-d  any  thing  upon  this  matter,  or 
that  they  ever  took  it  up  after  ;  but  Mr.  Haftings  is  not  to  be 
cenfured  for  that ;  he  left  Calcutta  a  very  few  days  after,  and 
•was  much  indifpofed  at  the  time.  The  Council  had  the  power 
of  recalling  Major  Brown,  if  they  thought  he  had  exceeded  his 
inftrudions,  which  were,  to  encourage  rather  than  to  difcou- 
rage  a  proportion  for  troops.  They  did  not  recall  himj  nor 
did  they  reply  to  his  letters  as  I  know  of:  but  with  this  Mr. 
Haftings  had  nothing  to  do.  At  a  diftance  of  five  months, 
after  the  Prince's  flight  from  Delhi,  Major  Brown  came  to 
Lucknov/,  in  June  1784,  earneftly  intreated  by  the  Mogul  to 
explain  the  particulars  of  his  fituation,  and  to  folicit  afliftance 
againft  Aphrafead  Cawn  ;  but  the  propofal  of  the  30th  of  Decem- 
ber 1783,  was  to  co-operate  with  Aphrafead  Cawn  and  the  King. 
Mr.  Haftings  deemed  the  moment  a  favourable  one  to  afllft  his 
Majefty ;  he  applied  to  his  Council  for  powers  ;  he  wrote  to 
the  Dire£tors  over  land  that  he  had  done  fo ;  the  powers  were 
refufed,  and  the  bufinefs  ended. — Mr.  Haftings  left  Lucknow  in 
Auguftjand  India  the  February  following.' 

Lord 
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LordNor»h.  hord  North  ro(e,  not  to  tire  the  Houie  with  a  long  fpeech, 
but  merely  to  make  a  kw  obfervations  on  feme  of  the  new 
matter  that  had  been  fuggefted  that  day.  And  firfl:  his  Lordftiip 
took  notice  of  Major  Scott's  having  declared,  that  the  Supreme 
Council  at  Calcutta  had  refufed  to  affift  the  Mogul  with  any 
troops  J  this  his  Lordfhip  compared  with  Major  Brown's  re- 
commending to  Mr.  Haftings,  in  earneft  terms,  that  in  compli- 
ance with  the  treaty,  which  he  fpoke  of  in  his  letter  in  thefe 
words,  zue  offered  to  treaty  he  accepted ;  loe  annexed  conditions,  he 
approved  of  them.  This,  his  Lordfhip  obierved,  was  written  in 
the  plural  number.  It  was  ive,  and  not  /.  It  appeared,  there- 
fore, that  the  Council  at  Calcutta  had  faid  no  to  Major  Brown, 
meaning  that  Major  Brown  fhould  fay  yes  at  Delhi.  His  Lord- 
fhip played  with  great  force  of  ridicule  on  the  grofs  and  palpa- 
ble contradiftorinefs  and  duplicity  of  the  whole  tranfaition,  and 
argued  on  many  other  matters  that  had  fallen  from  Mr.  Pitt 
and  Major  Scott ;  and  repeated  his  declaration  in  a  former  de- 
bate, that  the  French  had  nothing  to  do  at  Delhi.  He  applied 
a  part  of  his  fpeech  to  Mr.  Dundas,  and  faid,  his  Right  Hon. 
Friend  had  done  himfelf  honour  by  moving  the  Refolutions;  in 
his  opinion,  he  would  have  done  himfelf  more  honour  had  he 
maintained  them. 

MajorScott.      Major  ^cott  faid  a  few  words  in  reply  to  Lord  North. 

jUr.  Fox.         Mr.  Fox  alfo  fpoke  to  explain  for  a  few  minutes ;  and  at  ten 
o'clock  the  ftrangers  were   defired  to  withdraw.     The  Houfe 
afterwards  divided,  Ayes  73,  Noes  140. 
The  Houfe  rofe  at  half  pad  Ten. 


Monday,  March  20. 
Mr.  Dundas's  East-India  Bill. 
Mf.Oufidas.      Mr.  Dundas  moved,  that  the  Bill  be  committed  for  Wed- 

nefday  next. 
Mr.Francis.      Mr.  Francis  objected  to  fo  early  a  day,  and  obferved,  that  not 
only  on  account  of  the  great  importance  of  the  Bill,  and  the 

material 
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material  alterations  it  made  in  the  principles  of  the  Conflitution, 
it  ought  to  be  fufiered  to  go  through  all  the  ufual  delays  of  par- 
liamentary proceeding  ;  but  becaufe  the  unufual  circumftance 
attended  it,  of  its  being  brought  in  on  the  fame  day  in  which 
leave  had  been  granted  for  it.  He  hoped,  therefore,  the  Right 
Hon.  Gentleman  would  allow  a  longer  interval  for  the  com- 
mitment. 

Mr.  Dundas  contended  for  the  neceflity  of  an  early  day,  in  Mr.Dund«t. 
order  that  the  Bill  might  go  out  to  India  with  the  (hips  fhortly 
intended  to  fail.  The  circumftance  of  its  being  brought  in  on 
the  day  in  which  leave  had  been  obtained,  was  no  reafon  for 
delay ;  becaufe  it  did  not  proceed  from  any  haftinefs  in  the 
mover,  but  from  the  accident  of  the  Morion  for  leave  being  pre- 
vented from  being  made  for  two  days,  by  the  difappointment  of 
a  ballot  for  an  Elc£^ion  Committee,  which  rendered  it  neceflary 
to  make  every  amends  that  was  poflible  in  point  of  time. 

As  the  queftion  was  going  to  be  put,  Mr.  Jolliffe  came  injMr.JoUiffe. 
and  Hated,  that  he  mufl:  requeft  that  a  delay  of  fome  days  might 
be  had  on  a  queftion  of  fuch  infinite  importance,  by  which  the 
conftitution  of  this  country  was  to  be  fo  very  materially  altered; 
that  by  this  Bill,  the  trial  by  jury  was  to  be  laid  afide ;  that  the 
foundation  was  hereby  laid  to  fubvert  and  deftroy  that  deareft 
and  moft  valuable  privilege  of  Englifbmen;  that  our  lives,  our 
liberty,  our  property,  and  our  characters,  were  all  dependent  on 
this  inftitution ;  that  the  eftablifhing  a  new  mode  of  trial  was 
admitting  the  principle  that  trials  might  be  had  without  juries, 
which,  if  once  eftablifhed,  might  be  carried  to  any  length  :  it 
therefore  was  but  right  that  the  country  fhould  know  what  an 
attempt  was  making.  There  was  another  great  objedlion  to 
this  Bill  J  it  eftablilttied  the  moft  enormous  power  in  the  hands 
of  Government  that  ever  was  heard  of;  it  was  in  fa6l  the  moft 
monftrous  ftride  to  increafe  the  power  of  the  Crown  that  had 
been  made  at  any  period  ;  and  although  the  prefent  Miniftry, 
or  the  next,  might  not  mifufe  it,  the  confequences  might  be 
dreadful. — It  was  no  lefs  than  giving  abfolute  dominion  into 
fbe  haads  of  the  Government  over  every  man  who  came  from 

India. 
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India.  He  was  to  give  an  account  of  his  acquifitions  to  the 
Board  of  Controul  only,  and  they  might  either  proceed  againft 
him  for  perjury,  in  delivering  in  a  falfe  account,  or  for  pecula- 
tion, or  any  crime  they  might  charge  againfl  him  to  have  been 
committed  in  India,  or  they  might  withhold  the  proceeding  as 
they  pleafed.  This  put  all  the  wealth  of  the  Eaft  entirely  at 
their  difpofal :  for  thefe  reafons,  but  moft  efpecially  on  account 
of  the  alteration  of  the  trial  by  jury,  he  moved,  that  the  Bill 
fhould  be  committed  for  Friday  jnftead  of  Wednefday. 

The  Houfe  divided  on  the  Amendment, 

Ayes  19  Noes  53. 

The  original  queftion   for  Wednefday   was    then   put   and 
carried. 

Aberdeen     Petition. 
Sir  Adam        sjj.  j^d^^  Fer^uffon   prefented  the  petition  of  Mr.  FerErufon, 

rerguflbn.  i>  m         r  r  t>  > 

complaining  of  an  undue  ele6lion  for  that  county,  and  moved, 
that  it  might  be  taken  into  confideration  on  Tuefday  the  2d 
of  May. 
Lord  Fife.  Lord  Fife  rofe  and  informed  the  Houfe,  that  Mr.  Skene,  the 
Member  for  the  county  of  Aberdeen,  was  not  in  town;  he  in- 
tended to  be  in  town  in  two  v/eeks ;  he  had  no  idea  that  there 
was  any  intention  of  prefenting  a  petition  againft  his  election  ; 
that  he  had  written  to  Mr.  Skene  to  hurry  him  up,  and  he  was 
certain  he  would  be  here  about  the  end  of  this  week.  He  de- 
fired  to  be  underftood,  as  not  to  infmuate  the  fmalleft  wifli  for 
any  delay  in  hearing  the  merits  of  this  petition;  on  the  con- 
trary, he  did  pledge  himfelf  to  the  Houfe  for  his  Hon.  Friend 
in  his  abfence,  that  the  earlieft  day  they  could  name,  confiftent 
with  their  forms,  and  other  bufmefs,  would  be  the  moft  agree- 
able to  Mr.  Skene. 

Plis  Lordfhip,  therefore,  moved  an  Amendment  to  Sir  Adam's 
Motion,  That  in  place  of  the  2d  of  May,  T'hurfday  the  27th 
of  April  might  be  the  day ;  which,  after  fome  converfation, 
and  the  queftion  being  put,  was  agreed  to  without  a  divifion. 

tuefdajy 
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Tiicfday,  March  21. 
Dutch    Eas  t-I  n  d  i  a  m  a  n. 

The  Chancellor  of  ihe  Exchequer  requefled  the  attention  of  Mr.W.PIto 
Gentlemen  on  a  fubjeft,  that  called  for  greater  difpatch  than  the 
ufual  forms  of  the  Koufe  would  warrant. — He  mentioned  the 
circumftance  of  a  Dutch  Eaft-Indiaman,  outward-bound,  the 
Vooiberg,  having  been  forced  into  Dartmouth  Bay,  by  ftrefs  of 
weather,  with  the  crew  in  very  bad  health  ; — that  numbers  of 
the  perfons  on  board  had  died  fmce  their  arrival,  from  a  very 
dangerous  fever  that  had  got  among  them  ;  that  it  was  the  opi- 
nion of  Phyficians,  that  if  they  continued  longer  on  board,  the 
fever  would  become  more  dangerous,  and  that  if  they  were 
brought  on  fhore  they  might  be  much  more  eafily  recovered ; 
that  fuch  an  alarm  had  gone  abroad  among  the  people,  as  ren- 
dered it  impofTible  to  provide  accommodation  for  them  ;  that  a 
petition  had  been  fent  to  his  Majefty  to  relieve  thofe  unhappy 
people,  in  fuch  manner  as  he  was  enabled  to  do;  that  it  was  not 
in  his  Majefty's  power  to  do  any  thing  v»^ithout  the  afliftance  of 
Parliament ;  the  Houfe  had  a  precedent  to  go  by  in  the  quaran- 
tine laws,  which  he  would  recommend  to  adopt  in  the  prefent 
cafe ;  and  he  hoped,  that  where  policy  and  humanity  were  {o 
ftrongly  in  favour  of  difpatch,  the  Bill  he  fhould  move  for  would 
be  allowed  to  be  brought  in  and  palled  in  the  fame  day.  The 
objecSt  of  his  Bill  was,  to  inveft  three  Commiffioners  with  powers 
to  take  a  fulEcient  portion  of  ground,  for  the  purpofe  of  eredt- 
ing  temporary  buildings,  for  the  accommodation  of  the  crew,  at 
a  proper  diftance  (to  be  expreffed  in  the  Bill)  from  any  dwelling- 
houfes.  And  that  if  the  proprietors  of  fuch  grounds  fhould  not 
confent  to  give  the  ufe  of  them,  that  then  the  Commiffioners 
fhould  have  power  to  enter  upon  them,  and  allow  fuch  rent  as 
fhould  be  affeffed  by  them. 

Mr.  Minchln  hoped,  that  care  would  be  taken  in  the  Bill  to  Mr.  MJa- 
prevent  a  communication  between  the   country  people   and  '^^'"' 

the 
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the  fick  mariners,  by  which  the  infe(5tion  might  be  made  to 
fpread. 

Mr.  Drake.      Mr.  Drake  was  of  the  fame  opinion. 

Mr.W.Pitt.  The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  faid,  that  no  fuch  precaution 
was  necelTary,  as  the  alarm  among  the  people,  which  had  made 
the  prefent  Motion  necefTary,  would  effectually  prevent  any 
communication. 

It  was  accordingly  read  a  firft  and  fecond  time,  com- 
mitted, reportedj  palVed,  read  a  third  time,  and  carried  to  the 
Lord^. 


E  N  D     OF     V  O  L.      L 


Mr.    D   U   N    D   a   S's 

EAST-INDIA    BILL, 

For  the  further  Regulation  of  the  Trial  of  Perfons 
accufed  of  certain  Offences  comnnitted  in  the  Eaft- 
Indies;  for  repealing  fo  much  of  an  A£b,  made  in 
the  Twenty-fourth  Year  of  the  Reign  of  his  prefent 
Majefty,  intituled,  "  An  A6t  for  the  better  Regu- 
"  lation  and  Management  of  the  Affairs  of  the 
"  Eaft-India  Company,  and  of  the  Britifh  Poffef- 
"  fions  in  India,  and  for  eftablifhing  a  Court  of  Ju- 
*'  dicature  for  the  more  fpeedy  and  effedlual  Trial 
"  of  Perfons  accufed  of  Offences  committed  in  the 
"  Eaft-Indies,"  as  requires  the  Servants  of  the 
Eaft-India  Company  to  deliver  Inventories  of  their 
Eftates  and  Effedls  j  for  rendering  the  Laws  more 
effedlual  againft  Perfons  unlawfully  reforting  to  the 
Eaft-Indies;  and  for  the  more  eafy  Proof,  in  cer- 
tain Cafes,  of  Deeds  and  Writings  executed  in 
Great*Bricain  or  India. 


Mr.  DUNDAS's    east  INDIA    BILL. 


WHEREAS,  by  an  AR,  made  in  tne  twenty-fourth  year  of  His 
Mnjefly's  reign,  intituled,  "  An  AQ  for  the  b-.;icr  Regulation 
"  and  Management  of  the  Affairs  of  the  Eaft  India  Company,  and  of  the 
"  Britifii  Poireffions  in  India ;  and  for  eftablin;ing  a  Court  of  Judicature 
"  for  the  more  fpecdy  and  efFeflual  Trial  of  Perfons  accufed  of  Offences 
"  committed  in  the  Eafl  Indies,"  divers  pro  •'ions  were  made  and  enafted 
for  the  more  cffefluallv  profecuting  and  bringing  to  fpeedy  and  condign  Pu- 
nifhment  the  Crime  of  Extortion,  and  other  Mi fdemeanors,  com.mitted  in 
the  Eafl  Indies  by  BritiOi  fubjefts,  in  the  Service  of  His  Majefly,  or  of  the 
faid  Company  ;  and  particularly  for  conftituting  a  Special  Court  of  Judica- 
ture for  the  trial  of  any  information,  to  be  exhibited  in  His  Ivlajefty's  Court 
of  King's-Bcnch,  againft  fu:h  Offenders,  under  and  by  virtue  of  a  Commif- 
fion,  to  be  awarded  under  the  Great  Seal  of  Great-Britain,  dlrefled  to  four 
*  Members  of  the  Houfe  of  Peers,  fix  Members  of  the  Hbufe  of  Commons, 
and  three  of  the  Judges  of  His  Majeffy's  Courts  of  Law  atWef^minfter,  fuch 
Members  and  Judges  to  be  fclcfted  and  chofen  in  the  manner  prefcribed  hy 
the  faid  Aft;  and  the  faid  Special  CommifTioners,  to  be  fo  conflituted  by 
fuch  Commiflion,  or  any  feven  or  more  of  them,  (of  whom  one  of  the  faid 
three  Judges  was  to  be  one),  were  by  the  faid  Aft,  inveftcd  with  full  power 
and  authority  to  hear  and  determine  every  fuch  information,  and  to  pro- 
nounce judgnient  thereon,  according  to  the  effeft.  of  the  judgment  at  Com- 
mon Law,  upon  conviftions  had  and  obtained  according  to  the  courfe  of 
the  Common  Law,  for  extortion  or  other  mifdemeanor: 

And  whereas  the  feleftion  of  the  Members  of  the  faid  refpeftivc  Houfes 
of  Parliament,  for  the  purpofcs  aforefaid,  may  be  rendered  more  eafy  and 
convenient : 

And  whereas  It  is  judged  expedient,  that,  inftead  of  feven,  not  lefs  than 
ten  Com  mi  fli  oners,  tobe  conftituted  by  fuch  CommilTion  as  aforefaid,  fhould 
have  authority  to  hear  and  determine  any  fuch  information,  and,  lor  that 
purpofe,  that  a  greater  number  of  Members  of  each  Houfe  of  Parliament, 
than  is  direfted  by  the  faid  Aft,  fhould,  together  with  the  faid  three  Judges, 
be  named  and  authorized  as  Commiflioners  in  and  by  fuch  Commiflion  : 

And  whereas  it  is  alfo  expedient,  that,  for  giving  greater  vigour  and  ef5r 
cacy  to  the  proceedings  and  judgments  of  the  faid  Special  Commiffioners, 
further  regulations  fnould  be  provided  and  eflablirned  : 

May  U   therefore  plcafe   Your   MAJESTY, 

that  it  may  be  enafted  ;  and  be  it  enafted  by  the  King's  Mofl  Excellent  Ma- 
Jefly,  by  and  with  the  advice  andconfent  of  the  Lords  Spiritual  and  Temporal, 

A  ^  and 
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and  Commons,  in  this  prefent  Parliament  aflembled,  and  by  the  authority  bf 
the  fame,  That  the  Members  of  the  Houfe  of  Lords,  by  the  faid  Aft  direSed 
to  he  named  by  the  faid  Houfe  for  the  purpofes  aforefaid,  fliall  be  chofen, 
nominated,  and  appointed  in  the  manner  following,  and  no  otherwife,  any 
thing  in  the  faid  recited  Afl;  contained  to  the  contrary  notwithflanding ; 
(that  is  to  fay),  That,  within  the  firfl;  thirty  fating  days  of  the  Houfe  of 
Lords  in  every  future  SefTion  of  Parliament,  the  Members  of  the  faid  Houfe, 
or  any  of  themj  may  refpcflively  deliver  in  at  the  table,  lifts  inclofed  in 
covers,  foaled  up,  and  having  the  words  Eafl  India  Judicature,  and  their  re- 
fpettive  names  or  titles  of  honour,  by  which  they  are  generally  known  and 
diib'nguiflied,  indorfed  on  the  outfide  thereof,  in  their  refpeflive  proper 
hand-wrliing  ;  every  fuch  lift  containing  the  names  or  titles  of  twenty-fix 
Peers ;  and  that,  on  the  lirfl  fitting  day  after  the  expiiation  of  the  faid  thirty 
days,  the  Clerk  of  tiie  Parliaments,  or  his  Deputy  or  AHiftant,  or  fuch  other 
perfon  as  the  faid  Houfe  ftiall  direft,  fhall  prepare  and  lay  upon  the  table 
of  the  faid  Houfe  a  lift  of  the  Names  or  titles  of  the  Lords  who  fhall,  withia 
the  faid  thirty  days,  have  delivered  fuch  lifts;  and  that,  on  the  next  fitting 
day  of  the  faid  Houfe,  the  faid  covers  fliall  be  opened  by  the  Clerk  of  the 
Parliaments,  or  his  Deputy  or  Aftiftant,  or  fuch  other  perfon  as  the  faid 
Houfe  (hal!  direft,  by  the  order  of  the  Speaker  of  the  faid  Houfe,  during 
the  fitting  of  the  faid  Houfe,  and  all  the  lifts  which  fliall  be  fo  delivered 
fliall  be  taken  out  of  the  faid  covers  and  put  into  a  box;  and  the  faid  lifts 
fliall  be  referred  by  the  faid  Houfe  to  a  Committee,  who  fhall  examine  the 
fame,  and  within  fuch  time  as  tlic  f;(id  Houfe  fliall  direfl,  report  to  the 
Houfe  the  name  or  title  of  every  Lord  whofe  name  or  title  fliall  appear  in 
ten  or  more  of  fuch  lifts;  and  if  the  names  or  titles  of  the  refpeclive  Mem_ 
bers  fo  returned  fhall  not  amount  to  twenty-fix  Members  at  the  leaft,  ex- 
Ciufively  of  fuch  of  the  Members  fo  returned  as  fliall  be  ftruck  out  of  the 
faid  .lifts  according  to  the  direftions  of  this  Aft,  the  Members  of  the  faid 
Houfe,  or  any  of  them,  may,  on  any  of  the  next  fcven  fitting  days  of  the 
faid  Houfe,  deliver  in  frefh  lifts  in  covers  fealed  up,  and  indorfed  in  the 
manner  herein  before  direfted,  each  of  fuch  lifts  containing  a  number  of 
names  or  titles  of  Members  of  tlie  faid  Houfe,  equal  to  that  number  by 
which  the  lift-returned  by  the  Committee  fliall,  exclufively  of  the  Memberi 
flruck  out  as  aforefaid,  fall  fhort  of  twenty-fix;  and  the  faid  covers  fhall  be 
opened,  and  the  lifts  difpofed  of,  referred,  and  proceeded  upon,  after  the 
end  of  the  faid  fcven  days,  in  the  manner  herein-bcfore  diiefted  in  refpeft 
to  the  faid  former  lifts. 

And  be  it  further  enaftcd  by  the  authority  aforefaid.  That  the  Members 
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aforefaid,  fiiall  be  chofen,  nominated,  and  appointed  in  tlie  manner  follow-' 
ing,  and  no  oiherwife,  any  thing  in  the  faid  recited  Aft  contained  to  the 
contrary  notwithftanding;  (that  is  to  fay),  That  within  the  firfl  thirty  fitting 
days  of  the  faid  Houfe  in  every  future  Seffion  of  Parliament,  the  Members 
of  the  faid  Houfe,  or  any  of  them,  may  refpcftivcly  deliver  in  at  the  table 
lifts,  inclofed  in  covers,  fealed  up,  and  having  the  v/ords  Eajl  India  Judica- 
ture, and  their  refpeftive  names,  indorfed  on  the  ouilide  thereof,  in  their  re- 
fpeftive  proper  hand-writing,  each  of  which  lifts  fiiall  contain  the  names  of 
forty  Members  of  the  faid  Houfe  ;  and  that,  on  the  firfl:  fitting.day  after  the 
expiration  of  the  faid  thirty  days,  the  Clerk  of  the  faid  Houfe,  or  his  De- 
puty or  AlTifiant,  or  fuch  other  perfon  as  the  Houfe  fliall  direft,  ftall  pre- 
pare, and  lay  upon  the  table,  the  names  of  all  the  Members  who  fiiall  have 
delivered  fuch  lifts  j  and  that  on  the  next  fitting  day  of  the  faid  Houfe,  the 
Clerk  of  the  faid  Houfe,  or  any  or  either  of  fuch  other  pcrfons  as  aforefaid, 
fhalj,  at  the  table,  during  the  fitting  of  the  faid  Houfe,  hy  the  order  of  the 
Speaker,,  take  the  Lifts  out  of  the  faid  covers,  and  put  the  faid  Lifts  tcgc-» 
ther  into  a  box  ;  and  the  faid  lifts  fliall  be  immediately  referred,  by  the  faid 
Houfe,  to  a  Committee,  who  fliall  examine  the  fame,  and  within  fuch  time 
as  the  Houfe  fliall  dircft,  report  to  the  Koufe  the  name  of  every  Member 
vhofe  name  fliall  appear  in  twenty  or  mcri  of  the  faid  lifts ;  and  if  the 
names  fo  returned  fliall  not  amount  to  forty  at  the  Icaft,  exclufively  of  fuch 
of  the  faid  Members  therein  named  as  fiiall  be  ftruck  out  of  the  faid  lifts 
according  to  the  direftions  of  this  Aft,  the  Members  of  the  faid  Houfe,  or 
any  of  them,  may,  an  any  of  the  next  {even  fitting  days  of  the  faid  Houfe, 
deliver  in  at  the  table  ol  the  faid  Houfe  frefli  lifts,  in  covers,  fealed  I'p  and 
indorfed  in  the  manner  herein-before  direfted,  each  lift  containing  a  num- 
ber of  names  of  Members  of  the  faid  Houl'e  equal  to  that  number  by  which 
the  lift  returned  by  the  faid  Committee  fiiall,  exclufively  of  fuch  of  the  faid 
names  as  fiiall  be  fo  ftruck  out,  fall  fliort  of  forty,  and  the  faid  lifts  fhall 
be  opened,  difpofed  of,  referred,  and  proceeded  upon,  after  the  end  of  the 
faid  feven  days,  in  the  manner  herein-before  direfted  in  rcfpeft  to  the  faid  • 
former  lifts :  And  the  like  order  and  courfe  refpeftively  as  aforefaid  fliall 
be  taken  in  each  Houfe  of  Parliament,  until  the  faid  numbers  of  twenty-fix 
Members  of  the  Houfe  of  Lords,  and  forty  Members  of  the  Houfe  of 
Commons,  fliall  have  been  returned  to  the  faid  refpeciive  Houfes,  by  the 
Committees  to  whom  the  faid  lifts  fliall  be  referred,  exclufively  of  fuch  of 
the  Members  fo  returned  as  fliall  be  ftruck  out  of  the. faid  lifts  according 
t-o  the  direftions  of  this  Aft. 

Provided  always,  and  be  it  enafted.  That  if  any  of  the  peifons  named  i„ 
any  of  the  lifts  returned  by  the  faid  refpeftive  Committees,^  fliall  appear  to 
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hold  any  tivil  office  of  profit  under  the  Crown,  during  His  Majefty's  plea- 
fure,  or  to  be,  or  to  have  been,  a  Commiffioner  for  the  affairs  of  India,  or 
to  be,  or  to  have  been,  a  Dire£lor  of  the  faid  Company,  or  to  hold,  or  to 
have  held,  any  office  or  employment  in  the  fervice  of  the  faid  Company  in 
India,  the  names  of  all  and  every  fuch  perfons  fhall  be  ftruck  out  of  the  faid 
lifts,  by  the  order  of  the  faid  refpeftive  Hoiifes  of  Pariiamcnt. 

Provided  alfo,  and  be  it  further  enafled,  That  if  the  delivery  of  the  faid 
lifts  at  the  tables  of  the  refpeftive  Houfes  of  Parluiment,  in  the  manner  di- 
refled  by  this  Aft,  ftiall  occafion  any  interruption  of  other  bufinefs,  or  be 
found  inconvenient  in  any  other  refpefl,  it  fliall  be  lawful  for  both  or  either 
of  the  faid  Houfes,  by  their  order  or  orders,  to  fubftitute  fuch  other  mode 
for  the  delivery  of  fuch  lifts  as  the  faid  Houfes  fhall  refpeftively  think  fir, 
and  that  the  faid  litis  fiiall,  after  the  making  of  any  fuch  order  or  orders,  be 
delivered  according  to  the  tenor  and  diretiions  thereof  refpe£lively  ;  any 
thing  herein-bcfore  contained  to  the  contrary  notwithftanding. 

And  be  it  further  enafted,  That  the  names  of  the  twenty-fix  Peers  and 
forty  Members  of  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  which  ftiall  have  been  fo  chofen 
by  the  faid  refpeftive  Houfes  of  Parliament,  or  the  names  of  the  twenty-fix 
Peers  and  forty  Members  of  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  which  (in  cafe  the 
laid  lifts  of  both  or  either  of  the  faid  Ploufes  ftiall  happen  to  contain  a 
greater  nutnber  of  Members  than  as  aforefaid,  refpeftively)  fiiall  have  been  , 
drawn  by  lot,  according  to  the  Direfiions  of  the  faid  former  Afl,  or  of  fuch 
of  them  as  fhall  perfonally  appear  at  the  time  and  place  appointed,  in  the 
manner  by  the  faid  Atldirefled,  fliall  be  put  into  a  box,  to  be  drawn  by  lof, 
in  the  prcfence  of  the  Judges,  to  be  appointed  according  to  the  direC^ions  of 
the  faid  recited  Aft,  and  of  the  '^arties  to  the  information  to  be  tried,  or 
their  Counfel  or  Agents:  And  the  perfon  or  perfons  againft  whom  the  faid 
information  ihall  have  been  exhibited,  ftiall  have  the  liberty,  as  the  faid 
names  arc  drawn  out,  to  make  peremptory  challenges,  to  the  number  ,of 
thirteen  of  the  Peers,  and  twenty  of  the  Members  of  the  Houfe  of  Commons, 
whofe  names  ftiall  have  been  put  into  the  faid  box;  and  His  Majefty's  At- 
torney General,  or  other  profccutor,  as  the  cafe  may  happen,  and  alfo  the 
party  or  parties  againft  whom  fuch  information  fhnll  have  been  exhibited 
3s  aforefaid,  fiiall  refpcftively  have  power  to  make  challenges  to  any  of  the 
names  which  fhall  be  fo  drawn  out,  and  to  affign  for  caufc  of  challenge  any 
fuch  matter  as,  in  the  opinion  of  the  Three  Judges,  or  the  majority 
of  them,  fhall  appear,  in  their  difcretion,  fufHcient  to  fct  afide  the  perfon  j 
or  perfons  fo  challenged,  for  the  purpofe  of  obtaining  equal  juflice  :  And  ;^l 
the  firft  five  names  of  the  f-iid  Peers,  and  likcwife  the  nrft  feven  names  of  V 
*he  faid  Members  of  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  which  being  drawn  out  fliall   y, 
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not  be  fo  challenged,  or  agaJnft  whom  no  challenge  fhall  have  been  allov.-ed, 
fliall  be  returned  by  the  faid  Judges  to  the  Lord  High  Chancellor,  or  Lord 
Keeper,  or  Lords  CommifTioners  for  the  caftody  of  the  Great  Seal  <jf' 
Great-Britain,  who  fhall  caufe  the  faid  five  Peers,  and  the  faid  feven  Mem- 
bers of  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  by  their  refpeftive  proper  names  or  titles  of 
honour,  together  with  the  names  of  the  faid  three  Judges,  to  be  inferred  in 
the  Special  Commiflion  to  be  iffued  by  virtue  of  the  faid  recited  Acl,  and 
of  this  prefent  Aft;  and  the  perfons  who  flral!  be  fo  named  and  authorized 
in  and  by  the  faid  Commilfion,  fhall  appear  within  ten  djys.  at  the  time  and 
place  to  be  appointed  by  tlie  faid  three  Judges,  and  fhall  then  and  there  take 
the  following  oath  before  the  Lord  High  Chincellor,  or  Lord  Keeper,  of 
Lords  CommifTioners  of  the  Great  Seal  of  Great-Britain,  for  the  tlrae  being, 
or  any  one  of  them  : 

7"  A.  B.  do  f wear,   That,  as  a  CommUfioner  appointed  by  His  Majcfly^s  Com- 
m'ijfion  for  the  trial  of  the  information  now  at  ifjue  againfl  C.  D.  /  will  di' 
ligentLy  atte^idfudi  trial,  and  that  I  udll  hear  and  determine  the  fame  to  the  bejl 
tf  my  judgment,  according  to  the  evidence  which  Jhall  be  given. 

So  help  me  GOD. 

And  be  it  further  enafled,  That  if,  by  rqafon  of  the  challenges  as  aforc- 
faid,  the  number  of  names  fo  drawMi  out  as  aforefaid  fliall  be  reduced  to  Icfs 
than  five  Peers  and  feven  Members  of  the  Houfe  of  Commons  rcfpeflivclv, 
then,  and  in  fuch  cafe,  the  faid  three  Judges  ihall  forthMrith  certify  the  fame 
to  the  Speakers  of  the  refpeftive  Houfes  of  Parliament,  who  (hall  lay  the 
fame  before  the  faid  Houfes  refpertively ;  and  the  faid  Houfes  fhall  refpeC' 
tively  proceed,  within  anv  of  the  next  feven  days  on  which  the  faid  Houfes 
fhall  refpeftivelv  fit  for  the  difpatch  of  bufinefs,  to  choofe,  nominate,  and 
appoint  twenty-fix  Members  of  the  Houfe  of  Lords,  jnd  forty  VIembers  of 
the  Houfe  of  Commons,  after  the  manner  and  coiirlc  aforefaid,  the  lifts  of 
which  faid  refpeftive  Members,  fo  chofen  and  appointed,  fhall  be  tranfmit- 
ted  to  the  Clerk  of  the  Crown  in  his  Majcfty's  High  Court  of  Chancery,  or 
his  deputy,  and  be  infcrted  in  a  new  CommifTion,  to  be  ifTued  in  the  man- 
ner iierein-before  and  in  the  faid  former  A61  diieCled  :  Provided  always, 
That  no  day  on  which  the  Houfe  of  Commons  fhall  have  adjourned,  for 
want  of  the  prefcnce  of  a  fufficient  number  of  Members  to  execute  the  pro- 
vifions  of  the  fevcral  AQs  pafTcd  in  the  tenth  and  eleventh  years  of  the 
reign  of  his  prefent  Majefly,  to  regulate  the  trials  of  co.itroverted  eleftions 
or  returns  of  Members  to  ferve  in  Parliament,  ihall  be  accounted  one  of 
^he  fitting  days  cf  the  faid  Houfe,  for  any  of  the  purpofcs  of  this  AO. 
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And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the  faid  Special  CommifTioncrs  to  be  ap- 
pointed as  aforefaid  (hall  have  full  power  and  authority  to  hear  and  deter- 
mine every  fuch  information,  and  to  pronounce  judgment  thereon  according 
to  the  effefl:  of  the  judgment  of  the  Common  Law,  upon  convictions  had 
and  obtained  according  to  the  courfe  of  the  Common  Law,  for  extortion,  or 
other  mifdemeanor.andalfo  to  declare  the  party  fo  conviflcd  incapable  of  ferv- 
jng  the  King's  Majefty,  his  heirs  or  fucceiTors,  or  the  faid  United  Company, 
in  any  capacity  whatever  ;  and  fuch  judgment  fo  pronounced  by  the  faid 
Special  Commiffioncrs  as  aforefaid,  upon  fuch  information,  {liall  be  good 
and  effeftual,  and  Ihall  be  conclufive,  to  all  intents  and  purpofes ;  and  no 
Certiorari  fliall  be  granted  for  removing  tlie  proceedings  of  the  faid  Special 
CommifTioners  on  fuch  information,  into  any  Court  whatever;  and  the  pro- 
ceedings of  the  faid  Special  Commiflioners  (hall  not  be  impeached,  or  the 
validity  thereof  quellioned,  in  any  attion  or  fuit,  or  other  proceeding,  in  any 
Court  of  Law  or  Equity. 

Provided  always,  and  be  it  enaiEled,  That  all  and  every  the  powers  and 
authorities  given  and  granted  by  the  faid  recited  Acl,  and  by  this  prefent  A61, 
unto  the  faid  Special  Commiflioneri,  fhall  and  may  be  executed  by  or  before 
any  ten  or  more  of  them,  (of  whom  one  of  the  faid  three  Judges  (hall  always 
be  one)  ;  and  that  no  A£l  done  or  executed  by  or  before  the  faid  Commif- 
iioners,  unlefs  ten  or  more  of  the  faid  CommifTioners  (of  whom  one  of  the 
faid  three  Judgos  (hall  be  one)  fliall  be  prefent  at  the  doing  or  executing 
thereof  (fave  and  except  in  the  particglar  cafes  herein-after  fpecially  provid- 
ed) fiiall  be  valid  or  efFeflual ;  any  thing  in  the  faid  former  Act  contained  to 
the  contrary  notwithftanding. 

Provided  alfo,  and  be  it  further  enafled,  That  whenever  the  faid  Special 
Commiflioners  fhall  not  concur  in  opinion,  upon  any  queOion  or  matter  to 
te  decided  by  or  Lefoie  them,  every  fuch  queftion  or  matter  fhall  be  deter- 
mined by  the  greater  number  of  the  faid  Commifiioners  who  fliall  be  then 
jjrefent,  fo  that  the  number  of  Commiflioners  then  prefent  be  not  lefs  than 
ten  as  aforefaid  ;  and  if  the  faid  Commiflioners  fliall  at  any  time  be  equally 
divided  in  opinion,  on  any  queftion  or  matter  depending  before  them,  the 
Judge  then  fitting  as  prefident  fiiall  have  two  voices,  or  the  cafting  vote. 

And  be  it  further  enaQed,  That  if  any  of  the  faid  Special  Commiflioners 
fliall  depart  this  life,  or  be  excufed  from  attending  in  the  manner  by  this  aft 
direfted,  before  the  faid  Cpmmifllon  fliall  have  been  fully  executed,  fo  that 
there  fliall  not  be  a  fufficicnt  number  of  Commiflioners  to  proceed  in  the 
due  execution  of  fuch  Commiflion,  according  to  the  true  intent  and  mean- 
ing of  thisaQ;  or  if  all  the  faid  three  Judges  fliall  happen  to  die,  or  be  ex- 
cufcd  fiom  attending  in  the  manner  by  this  a£l  direfled,  whilft   the   faid 
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commiflion  fliall  be  depending;  then,  and  in  either  of  fuch  cnfes,  and  frona 
thenceforth,  the  faid  commiflion,  and  the  force  and  efFeft  thereof,  fliall 
ceafe  .and  a  new  commiffion  {hall  be  awarded  for  hearing  the  matter 
of  fuch  information,  for  which  fuch  former  commlffion  was  iffued,  and  the 
trial  of  fuch  information  fhall  begin  denovo;  fave  only  and  except  with  rcfpecl 
to  the  examinations  or  dcpofitions  of  any  witnefTes  (if  any)  which  nmli  have 
been  taken  in  writing  under  the  faid  former  commiflion,  which  examina- 
tions or  dcpofitions  fhall  and  may  be  received  and  admitted  as  evidence  under 
fuch  new  commiflion. 

And  be  it  further  enafled.  That  the  faid  Special  Commiflioners  fliall  fe" 
verally  attend  in  Court  during  the  whole   trial   for  which  they  fliall  be  ap- 
pointed as  aforefaid,  and  none  of  the  faid  Commiflioners  fliall  in  anywifeabfcnt 
himfelf  from  the  fame  (except  as  hereafter  is  provided);  and  the  faid  Court 
fhall  at  no  time  proceed  in  the  faid  trial  uniil  all  the  faid  Special  Commif- 
lioners, not  having  obtained  fuch  leave  of  abfence,  or  not  having  been  ex- 
cufed  as  herein-after  is  provided,  fliall  be  met  and  afl^^mblfd  ;  and  if  the  faid 
Special  Commiflioners  (except  as  aforefaid)  fliall  not  all  meet  and  aflemble 
within  the  fpace  of  one  hour  after  the  time  to  which  they  fiiall  have  adjourn- 
ed, fuch  of  them  as  fhall  be  then  prefent,  or  the  major  part  of  them,  fhall 
make  an  order  for  a  further  adjournment  of  the  trial,  in  which  order  the  caufe 
of  fuch  further  adjournment  fhall  be  expreffed,  and  a  copy  of  iuch  oider,  figned 
hy  the  Regifter  to  the  faid  CommiiTioners,  fhall  be  ferved  upon,  or  left  at  the 
ufual  or  laft  place  or  places  of  abode  of,  the  faid  abfent  CommifTioner  or 
Commiflioners  refpetlively  ;  and  at  fuch  further  adjourned  meeting  the  caufe 
of  his  or  their  abfence  fliall  be  inquired  into  by  the  Special  Commiffioncrs 
who  fhall  be  then  prefent,  before  the  faid  CommiflTioners  fliall  proceed  to  any 
other  bufinefs;  and  if  it  fhall  not  be,  made  appear,  to  the  fatisfaftion  of  the 
faid  CommifTioners,  bv  fafts  fpecially  fiated  and  verified  before  them  upon 
oath  (or,  in  the  cafe  of  fuch  fafts  being  verified  by  a  Peer  of  the  Realm,  then 
upon  his  honour)    that  fuch  abfent  CommiflTioner  or  CommifTioners  was  or 
were,   by  fudden  accident,  or  by  neceffity,  prevented  from  attending  at  the 
faid  former  fitting,  it  fhall  and  may  be  lawful  for  the  Special  Commiflioners 
then  prefent,  or  the   major  part  of  them,   to  pafs  fuch  cenfure  upon   fuch 
CommiflTioner  or  Commiflioners  who  fhall  have  been  fo  abfent,  as  they  fliall 
think  fit,  and  alfo  toimpofe  upon  fuch  CommiflTioner  or  Commifljoners  re- 
fpeftivcly,  for  fuch  negleft  of  duty,  or  upon  any  CommifTioner  or  Commif- 
lioners who  fliall  depart  from  the  faid  Court  during  the  fitting,   and  before 
an  adjournment  thereof,  fuch  fine  or  fines  as  the  faid  Commiffioncrs,  or  the 
greater  number  of  them  then  prefent,  fhall  think  fit,  fo  that  no  fuch  fine  fhall 
exceed  the  fum  of  five  hundred  pounds;  which  fine  or  fines  fhall  be  forth- 

A  4  with 


[    10   3 

witli  enreatc<3  by  one  or  more  of  the  faid  three  Judges,  into  the  Court  of 
Exchequer,  and  the  like  procefs  {hall  be  awarded  by  the  faid  Court  of  Ex- 
chequer, for  levying  the  faid  fine  or  fines  for  HisMajefiy's  ufe,  as  is  ufually 
awarded  for  the  levyiug  of  other  fines  eftveatcd  into  the  faid  Court  of  Ex- 
chequer; and  the  faid  Special  Commiffioners  fliallalfo  have  full  power  and  au- 
thoi!»v  to  order  or  declare,  that  any  Commiffioner  or  CommifT-ioners,  who 
fliall  be  fo  cenfured,  or  on  whom  any  fuch  fine  or  fines  (hall  be  impofed, 
fhall  be  difabled  irom  aftlnq  in  ihe  further  execution  of  fuch  Commiflion. 

Provided  always,  and  be  it  t''uither  enafled,  That  it  fliall  and  may  be  lawful 
f  )r  the  faid  Commiffioners,  or  the  greater  number  of  them,  to  grant  leave 
of  ahfcnce  to  any  of  the  faid  Commitfioners,  upon  proof,  to  their  fatisfaftion, 
of  ficknefs  or  other  urf!;eni  occafion  ;  and  fuch  of  the  faid  Commiflioners 
who  fliall  obtain  leave  of  abfence  as  aforcfaid,  and  fliall  accordingly  be  abfent 
during  any  part  of  fuchi  trial,  fhall  b;:  no  longer  capable  of  atling  under  fuch 
Comnniflion;  any  thing  contained  in  the  faid  former  Aft,  or  in  this  Afl,  to 
the  contrary  notwithftandingl 

Provided  ajfo,  and  be  it  further  enafted,  That,  after  the  trial  of  anv  in- 
formation fliall  have  commenced  and  been  begun  by  and  befoie  the  faid  Spe- 
cial CommifTioncrs,  the  fiid  CommiFnners  (hall  fit  every  dav,  Sunday, 
Chriftmas-day,  and  Good  Friday,  onlv  excepted;  and  the  faid  Conin>iflioners 
ftiall  never  adjourn  for  a  longer  time  than  twenty-four  hours,  unlefs  a 
Sunday,  Chriflmas-day,  or  Good  Friday,  fhall  happen  to  intervene,  in  which 
cafe  tlicir  adjournment  fhall'not  exceed  twenty-fourhours,  exclufive  of  fuch 
Sunday,  Chrifimas-day,  or  Good  Friday  :  provided  alfo,  That  if  the  number 
of  the  fdid  Special  CommiHioners  capable  of  afting  in  the  execution  of  fuch 
comniiffion,  according  to  the  direftions  of  this  aft,  fliall,  by  death  or  other- 
wife,  be  reduced  to  ten,  and  any  of  fuch  ten  Commiffioners  fhall  be  prevent- 
ed by  fudden  accident,  or  by  neceffity,  from  attending  fuch  trial,  the  faid 
Other  Commiffioners,  or  the  greater  number  of  them,  fhall  and  may,  at  their 
difcretion,  adjourn  and  fufpend  the  proceedings  upon  fuch  trial,  from  time 
to  time,  as  circumflances  may  require,  fo  that  any  fuch  adjournment  fhall  not 
exceed  three  days,  and  the  number  of  fuch  fucceffive  adjournments  fhall  not, 
in  the 'whole,  exceed  ten  adjournm,£nts;  any  thing  herein-before  contained  to 
the  contrary  rlotvithftanding. 

And  be  it  further -enafted.  That  it  fliall  and  may  be  lawful  to  and  for  the 
faid  Special  Commiffioners  to  confiitute  and  appoint  fuch  Clerks,  Tipftaffs, 
Meffengers,  and  other  Officers,  to  attend  upon  them  in  the  execution  of  their 
faid  commiffion,  apd  to  do  and  peiform  all  fuch  matters  and  things  as  fhall 
be  ordered  orgi/gn  to  them  ia*  charge  by  the  faid  Commiffioners,  as  the  faid 
Commiffioners  fhall  think  fit ;  and  fuch  feveral  Clerks  and  other  Officers 
fhall  be  diligently  attendant  upon,  and  fubjeft  and  obedient  to  the  faid  Com- 
jsjffioners,  and  iczy  be  fufpended,  removed,  or  difcharged,  or  be  punifhed  by 
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fine  or  fines,  to  be  impofed  by  the  faid  Commiflloners,  for  any  ncgleft  of 
duty  or  difobedicnce,  at  the  difcretionof  the  faid  Commiflioners ;  which  fines 
fhall  be  eflreated  into  His  Mnjefly's  Court  of  Exchequer,  by  one  or  more  of 
the  faid  three  Judges,  and  fliall  and  may  be  levied  and  recovered,  for  His 
Majefty's  ufe,  by  the  procefs  of  the  faid  Court;  and  all  and  every  of  fuch 
Clerks  and  other  officers  fliall  be  paid,  by  the  parties  informant  or  infor- 
mants, and  defendant  or  defendants,  named  in  fuch  information,  the  fame 
or  the  like  fees  and  allowances  as  the  refpeftive  officers  attendant  upon  His 
Majefly's  Court  of  King's  Bench,  upon  trials  of  informations  for  mifdemea- 
nors  profecuted  in  the  faid  Court,  are  entitled  to  receive  from  the  parties 
thereto  refpeftively,  according  to  the  Itations  and  duties  of  fuch  officers  re« 
fpeftively. 

And  be  it  further  enabled.  That  whenever  an  informntion  fiiall  be  exhU 
bited  in  the  faid  Court  of  King's  Bench,  againft  any  perfon  or  perfons,  for 
the  crime  of  extortion,  or  other  mifdemeanor,  committed  in  the  Eaft  Indies, 
in  every  fuch  cafe,  upon  a  certificate  from  the  Coroner  and  Attorney  of  our 
Lord  the  King,  (commonly  called  The  Clerk  of  the  Croum  in  the  Court  of 
King's  Bench,  or  T/ic  Mafler  of  the  Crown  Office  in  the  fiid  Court),  or  any  or 
cither  of  his  fworn  clerks  in  the  faid  office,  that  fuch  information  hath  been 
filed,  (which  info'mation,  in  cafe  the  fame  fhall  be  filed  when  the  Court  of 
King's  Bencli  fhall  riOt  be  fitting,  fhall  be  confide  red  as  filed  on  the  lafi  da^ 
of  the  preceding  term,,  it  fhall  and  may  be  lawful  to  and  for  the  Lord  Chief 
Juftice,  or  any  of  the  other  Judges  of  the  faid  Court,  at  the  inftance  of  fucb 
profecutor  o*-  proferutors,  to  ilTue  his  warrant,  u  ider  his  hand  and  feal,  di" 
reeled  to  all  Sheriffs,  Mayors,  Bailiff..,  Conftables,  and  other  peace  officers, 
and  to  fuch  oiher  perfon  or  perfons  as  fhall  be  named  for  that  purpofe  by  fuch 
profecutor  or  profecutors,  for  apprehending  and  attaching  the  party  or  parties 
defendant  or  defendants  to  fuch  information;  and  if  fuch  partv  or  parties 
ihall  efcape  or  go  into,  refide,  or  be  in  any  place  within  that  part  of  Great- 
Britain  called  Scotland,  it  fhall  and  may  be  lawful  for  the  Sheriff  or  Steward 
Depute  or  Subftitute,  or  any  JuOice  of  the  Peace  of  the  county  or  place  info 
ivhich  fuch  party  cr  parties  Ihall  efcape  or  go,  or  in  vrhich  he  or  they  (hall 
refide  or  be,  to  indorfe  his  name  on  the  faid  warrant ;  which  warrant  fo  in- 
dorfed  fhall  be  a  fufficient  authority  to  all  perfons  to  whom  fuch  warrant  was 
originally  dircfted,  and  alfo  to  all  Sheriffs  Officers,  Stewards  Officers,  Con* 
ftables,  and  other  Peace  Officers  of  the  laid  county  or  place,  by  the  Sheriff, 
Steward  Depute  or  Subilitute,  or  JulHce  of  the  Peace  whereof  fuch  warrant 
Ihall  be  fo  indorfed,  to  execute  the  faid  warrant  in  the  fame  county  or  place, 
by  apprehending  the  party  or  parties  againfl  whom  fuch  warrant  fhall  have 
been  granted,  and  to  convey  and  bring  fuch  party  or  parties  in  fafc  cuflody 
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before  the  faid  Court  of  King's  Bench,  or  before  the  Lord  Chief  Juftlce  ot 
any  of  the  Judges  of  the  faid  Court,  to  be  further  dealt  with  according  to 
the  direftions  of  the  faid  former  aft,  and  this  prefent  aft. 

And  be  it  further  enafted,  That  it  fhall  and  may  be  lawful  to  and  l.c^  :  ,<i 
party  or  parties  againft  whom  any  fuch  information  fhall  ,be  e>.hib:ted  as 
aforefaid,  (not  bting  attached)  to  furreuder  himfelf  or  themfclvcs  in  the  faid 
Court  of  King's  Bench  at  any  time  during  the  fitting  of  the  faid  Court,  to  be 
dealt  witii  according  to  the  direftions  of  the  faid  former  aft,  and  this  prefent 
aft,  or  if  the  faid  Court  fliall  not  be  fitting,  unto  the  faid  Lo'd  Chief  Juftice, 
or  any  other  of  the  Judges  of  the  faid  Court ;  and  that  when  and  fo  often  as 
any  fuch  party  or  parties  fliall  furrender  himfelf  or  themfelves  out  of  Court 
as  aforefaid,  or  fhall,  during  any  vacation,  or  when  the  faid  Court  fhall  not 
|je  fitting,  be  attached  and  brought  before  the  faid  Lord  Chief  Juftice,  or 
other  Judge,  under  any  warrant  or  attachment  ilfued  by  virtue  of  the  faid 
former  aft  or  this  prefent  aft,  the  faid  Lord  Chief  Juflice,  or  other  Judgc» 
^lall  and  may  order  fuch  party  or  parties  to  fland  committed  to  the  prifon  of 
the  Marlhalfca,  or  to  the  Tower  of  London,  or  to  the  Gaol  of  Newgate,  a^ 
the  difcrction  of  the  faid  Lord  Chief  Juftice  or  other  Judge,  there  to  be  de- 
tained until  he  or  they  fhall  be  delivered  by  due  courfe  of  law,  or  until  <he 
or  they,  together  with  twofufEcient  fureties,  fliall  have  entered  intoarecog_ 
jiizance  unto  the  King's  Majefly,  his  heirs  and  fuccelTors,  in  fuch  fum  of 
money,  and  vith  fuch  condition  fpr  his  appearance,  apd  for  fatisfying  the 
judgement  to  be  pronounced  in  and  upon  fuch  information,  as  the  faid  Lord 
Chief  Juftice,  or  other  Judge,  fliall  in  his  difcretion  order  and  direft. 

And  be  it  further  enafted.  That  when  and  fo  often  as  any  party  or  parties, 
againft  whom  any  fuch  information  as  aforefaid  fhall  be  exhibited,  fhall  not 
be  attached,  or  fhall  not  have  furrendered  as  aforefaid,  and  proof  fhall  be 
j;nade,  by  arjy  affidavit  or  affidavits,  to  the  falisfaftion  of  the  faid  Court  of 
King's  Bench,  that  fuch  party  or  parties  is  or  are  beyond  the  feas,  or  that, 
upon  enquiry  at  his  or  their  ufual  place  or  places  of  abode,  or  laft  known 
place  or  places  of  refidence  in  Great-Britain,  he  or  they  could  not  be  found, 
and  that  there  is  jufl  ground  to  believe  that  fuch  party  or  parties  is  or  are 
gone,  or  doth  or  do  continue,  out  of  the  realm,  or  doih  or  do  otherwife  ab- 
fcond,  to  avoid  bejug  attached  to  anfwer  the  matters  charged  in  and  by  fuch 
information  ;  then,|and  in  fuch  cafe,  the  faid  Court  fhall  and  may  make  a  rule 
or  order,  direfting  and  appointing  fuch  party  pr  parties  to  fiirrender  himfelf 
or  themfelves  in  the  faid  Court,  or  to  the  Lord  Chief  Juftice  or  one  of  the 
other  Judges  of  the  faid  Court,  at  a  certain  day  in  and  by  fuch  rule  or  order 
to  be  limited  and  exprelfed,  at  the  difcretion  of  the  faid  Court ;  and  a  copy 
pf  fuch  rule  or  order  fliall,  within  twenty  days  after  the  iiiiikiu^  thereof,  b^ 
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iiiFerted  three  feveral  times  In  the  London  Gazette;  and  another  copy  of 
fuch  rule  or  order  (hall,  within  the  time  aforefaid,  be  affixed  in  fome  con- 
f()icuous  and  public  place  in  the  India  Houfe  :  and  if  the  faid  party  or  parties 
iliall  not  furrender  himfelf  or  themfelves  refpeftivcly,  according  to  the  tenor 
of  fuch  rule  or  order,  within  the  time  therein  to  be  limited  for  that  purpofe, 
or  within  fuch  further  time  as  the  faid  Court  fliall  appoint  'or  direft  (which 
the  faid  Court  is  hereby  impowered  to  do,  on  application  being  made  on  the 
behalf  of  fuch  party  or  parties,  if  the  faid  Court  {hall  fee  caufe),  then,  on 
proof  being  made  of  the  publication  of  fuch  rule  or  order  in  manner  afore 
faid,  it  fhall  and  may  be  lawful  for  His  Majefly's  Attorney  General,  or  other 
pTofecutor,  by  rule  and  leave  of  the  faid  Court  (which  rule  and  leave  the  fai^ 
Court  is  hereby  impowered  to  grant)  to  caufe  an  appearance,  and  the  plea 
of  Not  guilty,  to  be  entered  for  fuch  party  or  parties  charged  by  the  faid 
information  ;  and  the  faid  information  fliall  thereupon  proceed  as  if  the  party 
jor  parties  had  appeared  and  pleaded  Not  guilty  thereto. 

Provided  always,  and  be  it  further  enafted.  That  in  all  cafes  where  the  plea 
of  Not  guilty  fhall  be  entered  for  the  party  or  parties  defendant  or  defendants 
to  any  information,  by  the  profeautor  or  profecutors  thereof,  by  virtue  and 
according  to  the  direQions  of  this  aft,  it  fhall  be  fufficient,  in  order  to  the 
hearing  and  determining  of  fuch  information,  for  fuch  profecutor  or  profe- 
cutors to  give  fourteen  days  notice  of  the  day  appointed  for  the  trial  thereoft 
by  advertifement  in  the  London  Gazette;  any  law,  ufage,  orpraftice,  to  th^ 
contrary  notwithflanding. 

And  be  it  further  enafled,  That  if  any  party  or  parties  charged  by  anjr 
fuch  information  as  aforefaid,  fhall  make  default  in  his  or  their  perfonal  ap- 
pearance, at  the  pronouncing  of  judgement,  in  the  matter  of  fuch  informa- 
tion, by  and  before  the  faid  Special  CommifFioners;  it  neverthelefs  fhall  anij 
may  be  lawful  for  the  faid  Commiffioners  to  pronounce  judgement  upon  fuch 
information,  in  the  fame  manner  as  if  the  faid  party  or  parties  was  or  were 
perfonally  prefent ;  and  every  fuch  judgement  fhall  be  as  valid,  effe£lua],  and 
conclufive,  to  all  intents  and  purpofes  whatever,  as  if  the  faid  party  or  parties 
had  been  perfonally  prefent  at  the  pronouncing  thereof;  any  law  or  ufage  to 
the  contrary  notwithflanding. 

And  be  it  further  enafted,  That  whenever  the  party  or  parties  charged  by 
any  fuch  information  fhall  perfonally  appear  before  the  faid  Special  Commif, 
{loners,  on  the  hearing  or  trial  thereof,  it  fhall  and  may  be  lawful  to  and  for 
the  faid  Special  Commifhoners,  at  any  time  during  the  courfe  of  fuch  trial, 
to  order  fuch  party  or  parties  to  fland  committed  to  the  ptifon  of  the  Mar- 
fhalfea,  or  to  the  Tower  of  London,  or  to  the  Gaol  of  Newgate,  at  the  dif- 
cretion  of  the  faid  Special  CommifBoners,  there  tq  be  detained  until  judge- 
ment 
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ment  {hall  be  pronounced  In  the  matter  of  the  fald  Information,  unlefs  he 
or  they  Hiall  be  previoufly  delivered  or  difcharged  by  the  rule  or  order  of  the 
faid  Comnuflioners. 

And  be  it  further  enafled,  That  if  any  perfon  or  perfons  (hall  be  guilty 
of  any  contempt  or  difturbance  in  the  Court  of  the  faid  Commiflioners,  dur- 
ing the  fiitiiig  of  the  Court,  it  fliall  and  may  be  lawful  to  and  for  the  faid 
Commiffioncrs  to  order  fuch  perfon  or  perfons  to  be  taken  into  cuftody,  by 
any  Officer  or  Officers  to  be  appointed  by  the  faid  Com milTioners  to  attend 
the  faid  Court,  aad  to  ftand  committed  to  the  Piifon  of  the  Marflialfea,  or 
the  Gaol  of  Newgate,  at  their  difcretion,  to  be  there  kept  for  fuch  time  as 
the  faid  Commiflioners  fhall  order  and  direft. 

And  be  it  further  enafled,  That  the  judgments  which  fhall  be  made  and 
pronounced  by  the  faid  Special  Commiffioners,  according  to  the  direftion$ 
gnd  under  the  authority  of  the  faid  recited  aft,  and  this  prefent  aft,  (hall, 
when  and  fo  foon  as  the  faid  judgements  and  other  proceedings  thai!  have 
been  delivered  over,  by  the  Regifter  to  the  faid  Commiflioners,  to  the  Clerk 
of  the  Crown  in  the  faid  Court  of  King's  Bench  (otherwife  called  the  Coroner 
and  Attorney  of  our  Lord  the  King,  or  the  Mailer  of  the  Crown  Office  in 
the  faid  Court)  in  the  manner  direfted  by  the  faid  former  aft,  be  execute'4 
and  enforced  by  the  authority  of  the  faid  Court  of  King's  Bench,  and  fuch 
proceedings  to  outlawry,  and  other  proceedings,  againft  the  feveral  and  re- 
fpeftive  defendants  thereto,  fhall  and  may  be  had  thereon,  in  the  like  manner 
as,  according  to  the  courfe  and  praftice  of  the  faid  Court,  may  be  had  upon 
judgement  made  and  pronounced  by  the  faid  Court;  and  the  judgements  of 
the  faid  Special  Commiflioners  fhall  be  final  andconclufive,  to  all  intents  and 
purpofes  whatever,  and  fliall  not  be  arretted,  defeated,  reverfed,  or  avoided, 
or  liable  to  be  arretted,  defeated,  reverfed,  or  avoided,  for  or  by  reafon  or 
means  of  any  error,  defeft,  or  want  of  form  in  any  fuch  judgement,  or  in 
the  information  whereon  the  fame  fhall  be  given  or  pronounced,  or  in  the 
award  of  any  procefs  thereon,  or  in  the  record  of  the  ilfue  for  the  trial  there- 
of; any  law,  ttatute,  or  ufage  to  the  contrary  nolwithflanding. 

Provided  always,  and  be  it  further  enaftcd  and  declared.  That  nothing  in 
the  faid  recited  Aft,  or  in  this  prefent  Aft,  contained,  fljall  extend,  or  be 
conflrued  to  extend,  to  deprive  the  profecutor  or  profecutors  of  any  fuch 
information  as  nforefaid,  or  the  party  or  parties  defendant  or  defendants 
thereto,  of  any  right,  liberty,  benefit,  or  advantage,  to  which,  by  the  law 
of  the  land,  or  the  rules  of  praftice  of  the  Court  of  King's  Bench,  fuch 
profecutor  or  profecutors,  defendant  or  defendants,  is  or  are,  or  would, 
could,  or  might  have  been  entitled,  upon  any  other  information  of  a  like 
nature,  depending  in  the  faid  Court  of  King's  Bench,  before  idue  in  faft 
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joined  therein  ;  nor  to  prevent  or  refliict  the  faid  Court  of  King's  Bench  ' 
from  exercifing  any  fuch  power  or  authority  as  would,couId,or  might  have  beea 
legally  exercifed  by  the  faid  Court  of  King's  Bench,  in  the  matter  of  any 
fuch  information,  before  iffue  in  faft  joined  therein,  if  the  faid  former  A3, 
or  this  prefent  Aft,  had  not  been  made ;  any  thing  in  the  faid  former  AGt 
or  this  prefent  A£i  contained  to  the  contrary  notwithftanding. 

Provided  alfo,  and  be  it  further  enafted,  That  if  the  party  or  parties 
charged  by  any  fuch  information  as  aforefaid,  fhall  enter  a  demurrer  to  fuch 
information,  and  fuch  demurrer  fhall  be  over-ruled  by  the  faid  Court  of 
King's  Bench,  fuch  party  or  parties  fhall,  within  eight  days  next  after  the 
faid  Court  fhall  have  given  judgement  on  fuch  demurrer,  enter  the  plea  of 
Not  guilty  to  fuch  information,  or,  in  default  thereof,  the  faid  plea  of  Not 
guilty  fhall  and  may  be  entered,  for  and  in  the  name  or  names  of  fuch 
party  or  parties,  by  his  Majefty's  Attorney  General,  or  other  profecutor  ; 
and  the  faid  information  fhall  proceed  in  the  like  manner  as  if  no  demurrer 
had  been  entered  thereto;  any  law,  or  the  ufage  or  pra£lice  of  the  (aid 
Court,  to  the  contrary  notwithftanding. 

Provided  alfo,  and  be  it  farther  enafted  and  declared,  That  if  his  Ma- 
jefly's  Attorney  General,  or  other  profecutor  or  piofecutors  of  any  fuch  in- 
formation, fhall  be  defirous  of  having  the  fame  proceeded  in,  tried,  and 
determined  in  the  faid  Court  of  King's  Bench,  and  fhall  move  the  faid 
Court  for  that  purpofe,  then,  and  in  every  fuch  cafe,  the  faid  Court  fhall 
grant  a  rule  or  order  for  retaining  fuch  information  in  the  faid  Court,  and 
the  faid  information  Ihall  be  accordingly  retained  by  the  faid  Court  o£ 
King's  Bench,  and  fhall  be  heard,  tried,  adjudged,  and  determined  by  the 
faid  Court  of  King's  Bench,  in  fuch  and  the  fame  manner,  to  all  intent* 
and  purpofes,  as  an  information  of  the  like  nature  would,  could,  or  might 
have  been  proceeded  in,  heard,  tried,  and  determined,  in  and  by  the  faid 
Court,  in  cafe  the  faid  former  AQ.  or  this  prefent  A6i  had  not  been  made  ; 
any  thing  in  the  faid  former  Aft  or  this  prefent  A61  contained  to  the  cou- 
trary  notwithftanding. 

And  be  it  further  ena8ed,  That  whenever  the  party  or  parties,  againfl 
•whom  any  fuch  information  fliall  have  been  exhibited  as  aforefaid,  fhall  be 
adjudged  to  pay  a  fine  or  fines  to  his  Majefiy,  his  heirs  or  fuccefTors ;  and 
alfo  whenever  any  recognizance  or  recognizances  entered  into  under  the 
faid  former  Ail  or  this  prefent  Aft,  fhall  become  forfeited,  the  faid  Court 
of  King'i  Bench,  or,  in  cafe  the  faid  Court  fhall  not  be  then  fitting,  the 
J^ord  Chief  Juftice  of  the  fame  Court,  fliall  and  may  forthwith,  at  the  in- 
fiance  of  his  Majefty's  Attorney  General,  or  other  profecutor,  deliver  to 
tlie  Lord  Chief  Baron,  or  any  uth«;r  of  the  Barons  of  the  Court  of  Exche- 
3  ^«c'» 
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oaer,  an  eftreat  of  tlie  fine  or  fines,  recognizance  or  recognizances,  fo  atj- 
judgcd  or  become  forfeited  refpe£lively  as  aforefaid ;  and  the  faid  Lord 
Chief  Baron,  or  other  of  the  faid  Barons,  fhall  thereupon,  at  the  requifi- 
tionof  the  fiiid  Attorney  General,  or  other  profecutor,  authorize  and  direft 
the  proper  officer  of  the  fame  Court  to  award,  and  fuch  officer  fliall  ac- 
cordingly forthwith  award,  under  the  feal  of  the  fame  Court,  one  or  more 
fpecial  writ  or  writs  of  Extendi  facias  and  Capias,  or  other  fpecial  procefs, 
againfl  the  faid  party  or  parties  adjudged  to  pay  fuch  fine  or  fines,  or  the 
principal  or  principals,  and  fureties,.  in  fuch  recognizance  or  recognizances 
refpeftively,  and  their  lands,  tenements,  and  hereditaments,  goods,  chat- 
lelsj  and  effeffs,  direfted  into  fuch  county  or  counties,  cities,  places,  or 
liberties,  to  the  proper  Sheriffs,  or  other  officers  of  the  fame  refpeflively, 
for  the  due  execution  thereof,  as  the  faid  Attorney  General,  or  other  pro- 
fecutor, fhall  defire  or  require  in  that  behalf;  and  if  fuch  party  or  parties, 
or  fuch  principal  or  principals,  and  fureties,  or  any  of  them,  fhall  have, 
Or  be  feifed  or  pofTefTed  of,  or  entitled  to,  any  lands,  tenements,  or  here- 
ditaments, goods,  chattels,  eflate,  or  effeffs,  fituate,  lying,  or  being  within 
that  part  of  Great-Britain  called  Scotland,  or  fhall  be  refident  in  that  part 
of  the  faid  united  kingdom,  then,  and  in  either  of  fuch  cafes,  his  Majelly's 
Court  of  Exchequer  in  Scotland,  or,  when  the  faid  Court  fliall  not  be  fit- 
ting, the  Lord  Chief  Baron,  or  any  other  of  the  Barons  of  the  faid  Court 
of  Exchequer  in  Scotlarid,  upon  a  copy  or  tranfcript  of  the  effreat  of  fucfi 
fine  or  fines,  recognizance  or  recognizances,  being  fent  or  tranfmitted  into 
the  fame  Court,  ot  delivered  to  the  faid  Lord  Chief  Baron,  or  any  other 
of  the  Barons  of  the  fame  Court,  from  and  under  the  feal  of  the  CoHrt  of 
Exchequer  in  England,  or  under  the  hand  and  feal  of  the  Lord  Chief  Ba* 
ron,  or  any  other  of  the  Barons  thereof,  (and  which  copy  or  tranfcript  the 
faid  Court  of  Exchequer  in  England,  or,  when  the  faid  Court  fhall  not  be 
fitting,  the  Lord  Chief  Baron,  or  any  other  of  the  Barons  of  the  fame 
Court,  is  and  are  hereby  required,  at  the  inftance  of  his  Majefly's  Attorney 
General,  or  other  profecutor,  to  fend  and  tranfmit  accordingly),  fhall  and 
may  forthwith,  at  the  inflance  of  the  faid  Attorney  General,  or  other  pro- 
fecutor, award  and  iffue  fuch  and  the  like  procefs  or  proceffes,  under  the 
feal  of  the  faid  Court  of  Exchequer  in  Scotland,  againfl  the  faid  party  of 
parties,  principal  or  pnncipals,  and  fureties,  or  any  of  them,  and  his  or 
t'lcir  lands,  tenements,  or  hereditaments,  goods,  chattels,  eflate,  and  ef- 
fefts,  in  Scotland,  as  the  faid  Court  of  Exchequer  in  V.nglard  could  or 
might  have  awarded  and  iiTued  againft  fuch  party  or  parties,  principal  or 
principals,  and  fureties,  and  his  or  their  Imds,  tenements,  hereditaments, 


L     17    ] 

goocJs,  chattels,  ert.ue,  and  effefls,  in  England ;  any  law,  fiatute,  or   ufag'S 
to  the  contrary  notwithftanding. 

Ai;d  be  it  further  enaftcd,  That  if  it  fhall  a^  any  time  be  made  to  appear, 
to  the  fatisfaftion  of  the  faid  Court  of  Exchequer  in  England,  at  the  inflancc 
of  his  Majefty's  Attorney  General,  or  other  profecutor,  by  motion  in  the 
faid  Court  on  his  or  their  behalf,   that   fuch   party  or  parties,  principal  of 
principals,  or  fureties,  as  aforelaid,  or  any  of  them,  have  no  lands,  tene- 
ments, or  other  eftate  or  effefls  in  Great-Britain,  or  that  the  fame  (if  any) 
are  not  fufficient  to  anlwer  the  fum  or  fums  forfeited  by  fuch  recognizance 
or  recognizances,  or  due  for  luch  fine  or  fines,  refpeftively,  and  that  foch 
party  or  parties,  principal  or  principals,  or  fureties,  or  any  of  them,  fiiall 
have,  or  be  feifed  or  poffeded  of,  or  entitled  to,  any  lands,   tenements,  or 
hereditaments,  goods,  chattels,  debts,  eftate,  or  effcfts,  within  any  of  the 
Britifh  polFeffions   in   the   Eaft  Indies,  refpeftivcly    (the  faid  fum  or  fums, 
fine  or  fines,  not  being  paid  and  fatisfied),  then,  and  in  every  fuch  cafe,  the 
faid  Court  of  Exchequer  fhall  and  may,  by  rule  or  order  of  the  faid  Court, 
caufe  one  or  more  tranfcript  or  tranfcripts  of  the  eflreats  of  the  faid  recog- 
nizance or  recognizances,  fine  or  fines,  to  be  fealed  with  the  feal  of  the  faid 
Court,  or  to  be   otherwife  attefted  as   the  faid  Court  (hall  dircft,  and   the 
fame,   fo  fealed  or  attefted,  fhall  be  clofed  up  under  the  feals  of  any  two  of 
the  Barons  of  the  faid  Court,  direfted  to  the  Supreme  Court  of  Judicature 
in  Bengal,  and  to  the  Mayor's  Courts  at  Madras  and  Bombay,  or  to  any  or 
cither  of  the  faid  Courts,  as  the  cafe  fhali  or  may  require  ;  and   the  fame 
ihall  be  delivered  by  the  faid   Barons,  or   one  of  them,  to  fuch  agent  or 
agents  as  the  profecutor  or  profecutors  fliall   nominate  or  appoint  for   that 
purpofe  ;  which  agent  or  agents  (or,  in  the  cafe  of  his  or   their  death,  the 
perfoH  into  whofe  hands  the  fam.e  fliall  come),  llull  deliver  fuch  tranfcript 
or  tranfcripts  to  one  of  the  Judges  of  the  faid  Supreme  Court,  or  Mayor's 
Courts,  refpeflively,  as  the  cafe  may  be  or  require,  and  make  oath  that  he 
or  they  did  receive  the  fame  from  the  hands  of  one  of  the  faid  Barons  (or  in 
what  other  manner  the  fame  came  into  his  or  their  hands)  and  that  the  fame 
hath  not,  or  have  not,  been  opened  or  altered  fince  he  or  they  fo  refpeftivelv 
received  the  fame,  (which  oath  any  of  the  faid  Judges  of  any  of  the  faid 
Courts  in  India  are  hereby  authorized  and  required  to  adminifter)  ;  and  there- 
upon fuch  tranfcript  or  tranfcripts  fhall  be  filed  and   recorded   in  fuch  of 
the  faid  Courts  in  India  to  which  the  lame  fliall  be  fo  dire61ed,  as  the  cafe 
may  require  ;  and,  upon   motion  to  be  made-  in  fuch  'Courts  or  Court  for 
that  purpofe,  for  and  on  the  behalf  of  fuch  profecutor  or  profecutors,  the 
like  proccfs  and  proceedings  fhall  and  may  from  time  to  time,  be  awarded 
and  had,  by  and  in  the  faid  Supreme  Court  of  Judicature,  and  the  faid  May- 
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Or's  Courts  at  Madras  and  Bomoay,  refpcQivcly,  or  any  or  either  of  their, 
againft  the  lands,  tenements,  or  hereditamentj,  goods,  chattels,  debts,  eftate, 
and  effe£\$  of  the  faid  party  or  parties,  principal  or  principals,  and  fureties, 
within  the  limits  of  the  jurifdi£lion$  of  fuch  rcfoeftive  Courts  in  the  Eaft 
Indies,  as  might  or  could  have  been  awarded  or  had  in  the  faid  Court  of 
Exchequer  in  England,  againO  the  lands,  tenements,  hereditaments,  goods, 
chatties,  debts,  eltates,  and  efFefls of  the  fame  party  or  parties,  principal  or 
principals,  or  fureties,  in  England;  and  the  fame  (hall  be  valid  and  efFec- 
tual,  any  law,  ufage,  or  cuAom  to  the  contrary  notwithftanding. 

And  whereas  it  is  by  the  faid  recited  aft  ena£led.  That  in  all  cafes  of  in- 
formations laid  or  exhibited,  by  virtue  of  the  faid  Aft,  in  the  Court  of 
King's  Bench,  for  mifdemeanors  or  offences  committed  in  India,  it  fhall  be 
lawful  for  the  faid  Court  to  award  a  Writ  or  Writs  of  Mandamus  to  the  Chief 
Juftice  and  Judges  of  the  Supreme  Court  of  Fort  Wifliam,  or  the  Judges 
of  the  Mayor's  Court  of  any  of  the  Britifh  fcttlements  in  India,  as  the  cafe 
jnay  require,  who  are  thereby  refpeftively  authorized  and  required  accord- 
ingly to  hold  a  Court  for  the  examination  of  witneffes,  and  receiving  other 
proofs  concerning  the  matteVs  charged  in  fuch  informations  refpeftively, 
and  that  fuch  examination  (hall  be  then  and  there  openly  taken,  and  reduced 
into  writing,  in  manner  therein  mentioned,  and  fent  to  his  Majefly,  in  his 
Court  of  King's  Bench,  clofed  up,  and  under  the  feals  of  tv;o  or  more  of 
the  Judges  of  the  faid  Supreme  Court,  and  that  one  or  more  of  the  Judges 
of  the  faid  Supreme  Court  (hall  deliver  the  fame  to  tlie  agent  or  agents  of 
the  party  or  parties  requiring  th(!;  fame,  which  faii  agent  or  agents  (or,  in 
cafe  of  hii  or  their  death,  the  perfon  into  whofe  hands  the  fame  fhall  come) 
ihall  deliver  the  fame  to  one  of  the  Clerks  in  Court  of  his  Majefty's  Court 
of  King's  Bench,  in  the  public  office,  and  make  oath  that  be  received  the 
fame  from  the  hands  of  one  or  more  of  the  Judges  of  fuch  Court  in  India 
(or  in  what  manner  the  fame  came  into  his  hands),  and  that  the  fame  hath 
ijot  been  opened  or  altered  fince  he  fo  received  the  fame  :  And  whereas  a 
doubt  may  arifc,  whether  fuch  examinations  as  may  be  taken  by  the  Jndgcs 
of  the  Mayor's  Court  in  any  of  the  Britifh  fettlements  in  India,  by  force 
and  virtue  of  the  faid  Aft,  may  be  lawfully  fsnt,  clofed  up,  under  the  feals 
of  the  fame  Judges,  and  whether  any  one  or  more  of  the  fame  Judges  is 
or  are  impowered  to  deliver  the  fame  to  the  a^^entor  agents  of  the  party  re- 
quiring the  fame ;  be  it  therefore  cnafted,  That  every  examination  which 
fliall  or  may  be  had  or  taken  by  the  Judges  of  the  Mayor's  Court  of  any  of 
the  Britifli  fettlcments  in  India,  by  force  and  virtue  of  the  faid  Aft  (being 
reduced  into  writing,  as  in  the  faid  Aft  Is  direfted  or  raentioaed)  fhall  be 
fent  to  his  Mijefly,  in  his  Court  of  King's  Bench,  clofed  up,  and  under  the 
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feals  of  two  or  more  of  the  Judges  of  the  Mayor's  Court  of  any  of  the  Bri- 
tifh  fettlemenfs  in  India,  and  one  or  more  of  the  Judges  of  the  fame  Court 
fliall  deliver  the  fame  to  the  agent  or  agents  of  the  party  or  parties  requiring 
the  fame ;  which  faid  agent  or  agents  (or,  in  cafe  of  his  or  their  death, 
the  perfon  into  whofe  hands  the  fame  fhall  come)  fliall  deliver  the  fame  to 
one  of  the  Clerks  of  his  Majefty's  Court  of  King's  Bench,  in  the  public 
office,  and  make  fuch  or  the  like  oath  as  is  in  and  by  the  faid  Aft  direfted 
and  prefcribcd  j  any  thing  in  the  faid  A£]t  contained  to  the  contrary  not« 
withftanding. 

And  be  it  further  enafled,  That  as  well  ttie  fervants  of  the  faid  United 
Company,  as  all  other  of  his  Majefty's  fubjefls  refident  or  to  be  rcfident  in 
India,  (hall  be,  and  are  hereby  declared  to  be  amenable  to  the  Courts  of 
Oyer  and  Terminer  and  Gaol  Delivery,  and  Courts  of  General  or  Quarter 
Seflions  of  the  Peace,  in  any  of  the  Britifli  fettlements  in  India,  for  all, 
murders,  felonies,  homicides,  manflaughters,  burglaries,  rapes  of  women, 
perjuries,  confederacies,  riots,  routes,  retainings,  oppreflions,  trefpaflTes, 
wrongs,  and  other  mifdemeanors,  offences,  and  injuries  whatfoevcr,  by 
them  done,  committed,  or  perpetrated,  or  to  be  by  them  hereafter  done^ 
committed,  or  perpetrated,  in  any  of  the  countries  or  parts  of  Afia,  Africa, 
or  America,  beyond  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope,  to  the  Streights  of  Magellan, 
within  the  limits  of  the  exclufive  trade  of  the  faid  United  Company,  whe- 
ther the  fame  fhall  have  been  done,  committed,  or  perpetrated,  or  fhall 
hereafter  be  done,  committed,  or  perpetrated,  againft  any  of  his  Majefty's 
fubjefls,  or  agninfl  any  other  perfon  or  perfons  whatever. 

And  be  it  further  enafled  and  declared.  That  the  Governor  or  Prefident 
and  Council  of  Fort  Saint  George,  for  the  time  being,  in  their  Courts  of 
Oyer  and-Terniiner  and  Goal  Delivery,  and  Quarter  or  General  Seflions  of 
the  Peace,  and  alfo  the  Mayor's  Court  at  Madras,  according  to  their  feve- 
ral  and  refpeflive  judicatures,  ihall  have  c6gnizance  and  jurifdi£lion,  as  well 
civil  as  criminal,  over  all  Britifh  fubjetls  whatfoever,  who  now  refide  or 
fliall  hereafter  rtlide  within  any  of  the  forts,  fatlories,  towns,  lands,  or 
territories,  in  the  poifeifion  of  the  faid  United  Company,  on  the  Coafi  of 
Coromandcl,  or  in  any  other  part  of  the  Carnatic,  or  in  the  Five  Northera 
Circar--,  iiicluding  thufe  parts  of  the  faid  Circars  which  lie  within  the  king- 
dom or  province  of  Orixa,  or  within  any  of  the  dominions  or  territories  of 
the  Soubah  of  the  Deckan,  the  Nabob  of  Arcot,  or  the  Rajah  of  Tanjore. 

And  be  it  further  enaftcd,  That  fo  much  of  the  faid  reciting  A£l  as  re- 
quires or  dirccls  any  perfon  or.  perfons  now  being,  or  who  may  hereafter  be, 
in  the  fervicc  of  the  faid  United  Company  in  India,  to  deliver  any  particu- 
lar or  inventory  of  his  or  their  latids,  tenements,  goods,  chattels,  debts,  fe* 
•^  curitiea 
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curl  ties  for  money,  and  other  real  and  perfonal  eflate  an3  property,  or  as 
fubjefts  any  fuch  perfon  or  perfons  to  any  pain,  penalty,  or  forfeiture  for 
any  negleft  or  omiffion  therein,  or  for  any  untrue  fpecification  of  his  or 
their  eftates  or  properties,  or  as  dirc£ls  any  allowance  or  reward  to  be  made 
or  given  to  any  perfon  making  difcovery  of  any  eftate  or  property  concealed, 
or  not  fpecified,  difclofed,  or  defcribed,  by  any  fuch  particular  or  inven- 
tory as  aforcfaid,  fiiall  be,  and  the  fame  is  hereby  repealed. 

And  whereas  fundry  A£ls  of  Parliament  have  been  heretofore  made,  and 
are  now  in  force,  for  fecuring  the  whole,  fole,  and  exclufive  trade  in,  to, 
and  from  the  EaR-Indies,  and  all   places  between  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope 
and  the  Streights  of  Magellan,  to  the  faid  United  Company,  by  which  faid 
Afts,  or  fome  of  them,  the  offenders  againlt  the  fame  are  made  fubjeft  and 
liable  to  divers  punlfhments,  forfeitures,  and  penalties  in  the  faid  Afts  re- 
fpe£lively  mentioned,  which  offences  may  be  profecuted,  and  the  faid  for- 
feitures and  penalties  fued  for  and  recovered,  in  fome  or  one  of  his  Ma- 
jefty's  Courts  of  Record  at  Weftminfler :  And  whereas  it  may  be  neceffary 
atid  proper,  in  certain  cafes,  that  the  faid  offences  fhould  be  profecuted, 
and  the  faid  forfeitures  and  penalties  fued  for  and  recovered,  in  the  Courts 
of  Juftice  in  the  Eafl-Indies  :    Be  it  therefore  ena£led.  That  all  offences 
committed  fince  the  firft  day  of  January,  one  thoufand  feven  hundred  and 
eighty.five,  or  which  fhall  be  hereafter  comraJtted,  againft  any  law  now  in 
force  for  fecuring  the  exclufive  trsde  in,  to,  and  from  the  Eafl-Indies,  and 
places   afoiefaid,  to  the   faid  United  Company,  and  all  forfeitures  and  pe- 
nalties incurred  fince  the  faid  firfl  day  of  January,  one  thoufand  feven  hun- 
dred and  eighty-five,  or  to  be  hereafter  incurred,  for  illicitly  trading  or  for 
being  in  the  Eafl-Indies,  or  doing  any  other  a£l  againfl  the  faid  laws  or  fla- 
tutes,  or  any  of    them,  fhall  and  may,  from  henceforth,  be  profecuted, 
fued  for,  and  recovered  in  the  Supreme  Court  of  Judicature  at  fort  Wil- 
liam in  Bengal,  or  in    the  rcfpe£iive  Mayor's  Courts  of  Fort  Saint  Georc^e 
and  Bombay,  in  like  manner   as  the  fame  can  or  msy  be  profecuted,   fued 
for,  and  recovered  in   any  of  his  Majefly's  Courts  of  Record  at  Weflmin- 
fter;  and  it  Oiall  and   may  be   lawful   for  the   faid  refpc6Uve  Courts  in  the 
Eafl-Indies  to  pafs  and  give  the  like  judgment,  in  fuch  profecutions,  affions 
and  fuits,  &s  might  be  pafTed  and  given,  for  the  like  matter,  caufe,  or  thing, 
in  any  of  his  M;ijefly's  Courts  of  Record  at  Weflrainfler,  and  to  carry  fuch 
judgments  into  execution,  and  to  order  any  offender  or  offenders,  after  con- 
vltlion  for  any  fuch   offence,  to  be   fent  and  conveyed  to  Great-Britain ; 
any  thing  contaiiied  in   any  of   the  faid  A£ts   to   the  contrary    notwith- 
(landing. 
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And  be  it  further  cnaQed,  That  when  any  fhip,  vefTcl,  goods,  merchaa* 
dize,  or  other  effefls,  fhall  be  feized  in  the  Eafl-Indies,  or  other  parts  with, 
in  the  limits  of  the  faid  Company's  exclufivc  trade,  under  the  authority  or 
for  the  ufe  of  the  faid  United  Company,  for  or  by  reafon  of  any  forfeiture 
incurred,  or  fuggefted  to  have  been  incurred,  by  the  owner  or  owners  there- 
of, under  any  of  the  laws  or  ftatutes  aforefaid,  it  (hall  and  may  be  lawful 
to  and  for  the  faid  Supreme  Court,  or  either  of  the  faid  Mayor's  Courts,  to 
hear  and  determine  the  caufe  of  fuch  feizure,  or  any  matter  of  complaint 
concerning  tqe  fame,  and  to  proceed  to  condemnation  or  reftoration  of  the 
property  and  effefls  fo  feized,  and  to  give  judgmeni  thereon,  and  to  carry 
fuch  judgment  into  execution,  in  like  manner  as  his  Majeily'j  Court  of  Ex- 
chequer could  or  might  have  done,  if  fuch  feizure  had  been  made  in  any 
port  or  place  in  England ;  any  law  or  fiatute  to  the  contrary  notwith- 
flanding. 

And  whereas  doubts  have  arifen,  whether  fnch  perfons  refident  within 
the  limits  of  the  faid  Company's  exclufive  trade,  whofe  licences  Ihall  have 
expired,  or  who  (hall  have  ceafed  to  be  employed  in  the  fervicc  of  the  faid 
Company,  are  fubje£l  to  the  feveral  regulations,  provifions,  penalties,  and 
forfeitures,  by  any  Acl  or  A£ls  of  Parliament  m^de  or  impofed  touching 
fuch  perfons  as  (hall  go  to,  traffick,  trade,  oradventurein,  or  be,  or  be  found 
vithin  the  limits  aforefaid,  contrary  to  the  prohibitions  and  reflriftions  in 
the  faid  feveral  A£^s  contained ;  be  it  enafled  by  the  authority  aforefaid, 
That  all  and  every  perfon  and  perfons  whofe  licence  or  licences  to  go  to,  or 
trade,  trafhck,  or  refide  within,  the  limits  aforefaid,  Ihall  have  ceafed  and 
determined,  or  who  fliall  have  been  difmilTed  from,  or  refigned  the  faid 
Company's  fervice,  and  fliall  be  found  within  the  limits  aforefaid  after  fuch 
time  as  fhall  be  allowed  by  the  Governor  and  Council  of  the  rcfpeftive 
Prefidencies  in  India  wherein  fuch  perfon  or  perfons  fhall  be  found,  fhall  be 
deemed  and  taken,  to  all  intents  and  purpofes,  to  be  fubjeft  to  all  the  pro- 
vifions, regulations,  penalties,  and  forfeitures,  by  any  A£l  or  Atls  made  or 
impofed  upon  any  perfon  or  perfons  who  fhall  repair,  fail,  or  go  to,  or 
traffick,  trade,  or  adventure  in,  or  be  «r  be  found  in  any  place  within  the 
limits  aforefaid,  without  licence  having  been  obtained  from  the  faid  Com- 
pany, or  without  having  been  in  the  faid  Company's  fervice. 

And  be  it  further  enafted,  That  the  powers  and  authorities  in  and  by 
the  faid  Afts,  and  every  or  any  of  them,  given,  granted,  or  provided,  for 
taking,  arrefling,  feizing,  remitting,  fending  or  bringing  to  England,  any  per- 
fon or  perfons  being  in  the  Eaft-Indies,  or  in  the  limits  or  parts  aforefaid 
contrary  to  the  provifions  of  the  faid  A6ls,  or  of  this  Aft,  and  for  feizing 
any  fhips,  vefTcls,  goods,  or  ^flfefts,  made  liable  to  feizure  by  the  faid  Com- 
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pany  by  any  law  now  In  force,  fhall  and  may  be  enforced  and  put  in  execu- 
tion by,  or  by  the  order  and  authority  of  the  Governor  General  and  Coun- 
cil of  Bengal,  or  the  Prefident  and  Council  of  Fort  Saint  George  and  Bom- 
bay, refpeflively,  or  by  any  Refident  at  any  other  of  the  Britilh  fettlements 
in  the  Eaft-Indies,  for  the  time  being,  refpeftively,  or  by,  or  by  the  order 
and  authority  of  the  Company's  Council  of  Supercargoes  for  the  time  be- 
ing, at  the  town  or  faflory  of  Canton,  within  the  faid  town  and  faflory 
and  upon  the  river  of  Canton,  and  by  fuch  other  perfon  or  perfons  as  Ihall' 
from  time  to  time,  be  fpecially  deputed  and  authorifed  for  that  purpofe  by 
the  Court  of  Direftors  of  the  faid  Company  for  the  time  being,  in  the 
name  of  the  faid  Company. 

Provided  always,  neverthelefs,  and  be  it  enafted  and  declared,  That  no 
perfon  now  being  in  the  Eafl-Indies,  or  other  parts  within  the  limits  of  the 
Company's  exclufive  trade,  and  who  fhall  not  have  had  notice  given  to  him, 
by  the  order  or  authority  of  the  faid  Court  of  Direftors,  or  by  the  Gover- 
nor General  and  Council  of  Fort  William,  or  the  Governor  or  Prefident 
and  Council  of  Fort  Saint  George  or  Bombay,  before  the  pafling  of  this 
A£),  to  remove  or  withdraw  himfelf  from  the  faid  parts  and  limits,  fhall, 
before  the  firft  day  of  January,  one  thoufand  fevcn  hundred  and  eighty- 
eight,  be  liable  to  be  arreded,  feizcd,  or  brought  to  England,  under  the  au- 
tiiority  of  this  Act,  on  account  of  his  going  to,  or  trading,  trafficking,  re- 
fiding,  or  being  found  in  the  Eafl-lndies,  or  parts  aforefaid,  without  licence 
orotijer  lawful  authority  in  that  behalf;  to  the  intent  that  every  fuch  perfon 
may  have  areafonable  time  to  fettle  andadjuft  his  private  affairs;  any  thing 
in  this  A£t,  or  in  any  other  A£l,  contained  to  the  contrary  notwithftand- 
fiig:  Provided  alfo.  That  it  fhall  and  may  be  lawful  to  and  for  the  Gover- 
nor General  and  Council  of  Fort  William,  and  the  Governor  and  Council 
of  Fdrt  Saint  George  and  Bombay,  and  the  Refident  at  Fort  Marlborough, 
within  their  refpeftive  prefidencies  or  limits,  to  grant  licences,  in  their  dif- 
cretion  refpeftivcly,  under  their  hands  and  feals,  to  any  of  his  Majefly's 
fubjefts  now  refident  in  the  prefidencies  or  places  aforefaid,  for  permitting 
fuch  fubjefts  refpeflively,  or  any  of  them,  to  remaiu  and  continue  to  trade 
or  refide  within  the  faid  prefidencies,  or  other  places  aforefaid,  (fuch  perfon 
or  perfons  not  being,  by  reafon  of  his  or  their  holding  any  office  or  employ- 
ment, offices  or  employments,  or  in  any  other  manner,  difabled  or  prohibited 
from  trading  in  the  Eaft-Indies,  or  parts  aforefaid,  by  any  A£l  or  Afts  now 
in  force,)  for  any  term  not  exceeding  two  years,  to  be  computed  from  the 
firft  day  of  January,  one  thoufand  feven  hundred  and  eighty-feven,  the  per- 
fons receiving  fuch  licences  firft  entering  into  the  like  covenants  as  are 
ufually  entered  into  by  perfons  licenfed  by  the  faid  Company,  or  fuch  other 
,   ,5  reafoablc 


[      23      ] 

Twfonable  covenants  as  Hiall  be  dircftcd  by  tlie  Court  of  Dircciors  of  ibc 
faid  Company  for  tbe  time  being;  ajid  tbat  all  and  every  of  fuch  licences 
fiiall  be  of  tbe  fame  force  and  effeft,  during  the  term  for  w'nicli  the  fame 
fhall  be  fo  lawfully  granted,  (unlefs  the  fame  fiiall  be  fooner  revoked  by  the 
faid  Court  of  Direflors,  or  by  the  Governors  and  Councils  of  the  faid  re- 
fpeftive  prefidencics  in  India,  who  are  hereby  auihori fed,  in  their  difcretion, 
to  revoke  and  determine  the  fame),  as  if  fuch  licences  had  been  granted 
under  the  feaLof  the  faid  Company  ;  any  thing  in  this  Afl,  or  in  any  for- 
mer Aft,  contained  to  the  contrary  notwithflanding. 

And  be  it  further  enafled,  That  if  any  fuit  or  aftlon  (hall  be  brought  or 
commenced  againfl  the  faid  Company,  or  any  of  their  fervants,  or  againft 
any  perfons  a8ing  by  their  authority,  for  the  recovery  of  any  cofls  or  da- 
mages for  the  unlawful  taking,  arrefling,  feizing  imprifoning,  fending  or 
bringing  to  England,  of  any  perfon  or  perfons  found  in  the  Ead-Indies,  or 
other  parts  aforefaid,  within  the  limits  of  the  faid  Company's  exclufive 
trade,  or  as  not  being  authorized  to  refide  or  traffick  there,  the  defendant 
or  defendants  to  fuch  fuit  or  aftion  fliall  and  may  plead  the  general  ifTue,  and 
give  the  fpecial  matter  in  evidence,  for  his  or  their  defence;  and  the  proof 
fhall  lie  on  the  plaintiff  or  plaintiffs,  upon  the  trial  of  the  iffue,  to  fbew 
that  at  the  rime  or  times  of  arrefling  or  feizing  fuch  perfon  or  perfons  re- 
fpeftively,  for  the  caufe  aforefaid,  in  the  manner  in  which  the  fame  fhall 
be  laid  or  charged  to  have  been  done,  in  and  by  the  declaration  or  declara- 
tions in  fuch  fuits  or  aftions,  the  perfon  ©r  perfons  fo  arretted  or  feized  was 
or  were  in  the  military  or  marine  fervice  of  the  King's  Majefly,  his  heirs  or 
fucceffors,  or  was  or  were  under  covenant  to  ferve  the  faid  Company  in  In- 
dia, or  was  or  were  duly  poffeffed  of  a  licence  or  licences  in  writing,  autho- 
rifing  him  or  them  to  go  to  or  refide  and  traffick  in  India,  or  other  the  faid 
parts  or  limits,  or  that  the  perfon  or  perfons  (.not  being  in  his  Majefly's  fer- 
'  vice)  was  or  were,  at  the  time  or  times  of  his  or  their  being  fo  feized  or  ar- 
refled,  entitled  or  authorifed,  by  the  flipulations  of  fuch  covenants  or  li- 
cences refpeflively,  to  remain  or  continue  in  India,  or  other  the  parts  and 
limits  aforefaid;  and  in  failure  of  fuch  proof,  the  plaintiff  or  plaintiffs  (hall 
become  nonfuited,  and  in  fnch  cafe,  or  in  any  other  cafe  wherein  the  plain- 
tiff or  plaintiffs  in  any  fuch  fuit  or  a6lion  (liall  become  nonfuited,  or  wherein 
judgment  fhall  be  given  againfl  fuch  plaintiff  or  plaintiffs  upon  demurrer,  or 
where  a  verdicl  fhall  pafs  for  the  defendant  or  defendants,  the  defendant  or 
defendants  fhall  have  treble  cofls  awarded,  to  be  paid  by  the  refpe£live 
plaintiff  or  plaintiffs  in  fuch  fuit  or  aftion,  any  law,  flatute,  or  provifion,  to 
the  contrary  notwithflanding. 

And  whereas  great  difficulties,  expence,  and  delay,  often  arife  in  giving 
proof  iu  Great-Britain,  of  the  execution  of  bonds,  and  other  deeds  and 
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writings  executed  and  witnefTed  by  perfons  refident  in  the  Eafl-lndies}  and 
the  like  difficulties,  expence,  and  delay  alfo  arife  in  giving  proof  in  the  Eaft- 
Indies,  of  the  execution  of  bonds,  and  other  deeds  and  writings,  executed 
and  witneffed  by  perfons  refident  in  Great-Britain  ;  for  remedy  thereof,  be 
it  enafted,  That  whenever  any  bond,  or  other  deed  or  writing,  executed  in 
the  Eaft-Indies,  and  attefted  by  any  perfon  or  perfons  refident  there,  fliall 
be  offered  in  evidence  in  any  of  the  Courts  of  Juftice  in  Great-Britain,  it 
fhall  be  fufficient  to  prove,  by  one  or  more  credible  wltnefs  or  witnefles, 
that  the  name  or  names  fubfcribed  to  fuch  bond,  deed,  or  writing,  purport- 
ing to  be  of  the  hand  or  hands  writing  of  the  obligor  or  obligors  to  fuch 
bond,  or  of  the  party  or  parties  to  fuch  deed  or  writing,  is  or  are  of  the 
proper  hand  writing  or  hands  v;riting  of  fuch  obligor  or  obligors,  party  or 
parties,  refpeftively,  and  that  the  name  or  names  fet  and  fubfcribed  of  the 
■wltnefs  or  witnefles  attefling  the  execution  of  the  fame,  refpe£tively,  is  or 
are  of  the  proper  hand  or  hands  writing  of  the  wltnefs  or  witnefles  fo  at- 
tefting  the  fame,  and  that  fuch  wltnefs  or  witneffes  is  or  are  refident  in  the 
Eaft-Iirdlcs ;  and,  in  like  manner,  all  Courts  of  Juftice  in  the  EaR-Indies 
fliall  admit  the  like  proof  of  the  execution  of  bonds  and  other  deeds  and 
\yrltings  executed  in  Great-Britain,  and  witnefled  by  any  perfon  or  perfons 
refident  in  Great-Britain  :  And  fuch  proofs  fiiall  be  deemed  and  taken  to  be 
as  valid  and  fufficient  evidence  of  the  due  execution  of  fuch  bonds,  and 
other  deeds  and  writings,  as  if  the  witnefs  or  witnclTts  thereto  %vas  or  were 
dead. 

And  be  it  further  enaQed,  That  this  Aftfhall  be  ddemed  and  taken  to  be 
a  Public  Aft,,  and  fliall  take  place  and  have  commencement  in  Great-Britain 
immediately  after  ihe  iame  fhali  have  received  his  M.ijefly's  royal  aflent; 
jand  fliall  take  place  and  have  commencement  in  and  throughont  the  Eaft- 
Indies,  and  parts  within  the  limits  of  theexclufive  trade  granted  to  the  faid 
Company,  from  the  fir^  day  of  January,  one  thoufand  feven  hundred  and 
d^hty-fevea. 
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